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. Photographers' stepladders outside the Ritz hotel in London yesterday before the 50th birthday party of Annabel Elliot, an art dealer 


Peter Macdiarmid 




Lawrence family lawyers to be 
censured in inquiry report 


THE CRUSADING left-wing bar- 

- lister Michael Mansfield will be 

Jf criticised in the report of the 
fe Stephen Lawrence inquiry for 

^ his role in the ill-fated private 

- prosecution mounted by the 

2 murdered teenager’s parents. 
J In a controversial finding 

7 that is certain to infuriate the 
~ Lawrences. Sir William 
2 Aiacpherson of Clunv. chairman 

- the public inquiry, plans to 
question Mr Mansfield's pro- 
fessional judgement in allowing 
the family to pursue the case. 

t The family's solicitor; Imran 

Khan, who has a reputation for 
championing high-profile anti- 
Establisbment cases, faces 
similar criticism over the pri- 
vate prosecution, which led to 


BY Kathy Marks 

three of the five prime suspects 
being acquitted of Stephen's 
murder. 

Sir William's report is in its 
final stages and is expected to 
be delivered to the Home Sec- 
retary, Jack Straw, next week. 

The Independent under- 
stands from legal sources that 
Mr Mansfield, a QC, and Mr 
Khan received letters before 
Christmas warning them that 
they would be censured in the 
report, which will be published 
in mid-February. They are un- 
derstood to have made a spir- 
ited defence of their actions in 
written responses to Sir 
William and his advisers. 


Neville and • Doreen 
Lawrence, Stephen's parents, 
embarked on the private pros- 
ecution - such a rare course of 
action that it was only the fourth 
case in 130 years - after the 
Crown Prosecution Service 
(CPS) discontinued Us case 
against the five suspects: Jamie 
Acourt Neil A court David Nor- 
ris, Gary Dobson and Lube 
Knigfat- 

Three of them, Knight, Dob- 
son and Neil Acourt stood trial 
at the Old Bailey in 1996. But Mr 
Mansfield, who led the prose- 
cution, was compelled to aban- 
don the case after the judge, Mr 
Justice Curtis, ruled that cru- 
cial identification evidence by 
the main witness, Duwayne 


Brooks, was inadmissible. Mr 
Brooks, Stephen's schoolfriend, 
was diagnosed with post- trau- 
matic stress after the murder, 
and Mr Justice Curtis said his 
evidence was •‘contaminated” 
and unreliable. On the judge’s 
direction- the three defendants 
were formally acquitted and, 
under English law, can never 
again be tried for the same of- 
fence - even if compelling new 
evidence were to emerge. 

The publicity that accompa- 
nied the private prosecution - 
not to mention the subsequent 
inquest and public inquiry - 
would almost certainly enable 
the other two men to argue 
that they could not now receive 
a fair trial. 


Stephen, io, was stabbed to 
death by a white gang in an un- 
provoked racist attack as he 
and Mr Brooks were waiting far 
a bus in Eltham, south-east 
London, in April 1993. Sir 
William’s report will criticise 23 
Metropolitan Police officers 
over the bungled murder in- 
vestigation. 

Mr Khan declined to com- 
ment last night, and Mr Mans- 
field failed to return telephone 
calls. Both men are believed be 
angry at the prospect of being 
criticised by Sir William, a re- 
tired High Court judge. 

The Lawrences are bound 
to be upset by the attack 
on their lawyers, who have 
spearheaded their six-year 


campaign for justice and be- 
come close family friends in the 
process. 

Mr Khan became the fami- 
ly’s representative in the im- 
mediate aftermath of the 
murder, while Mr Mansfield's 
involvement dates from late 
1993. They are both thought to 
have waived their fees during 
certain periods. 

The wisdom of launching the 
private prosecution has been 
questioned repeatedly over the 
years, since the evidence of Mr 
Brooks - who witnessed the 
murder- was always known to 
be problematic. 

Stephen's parents maintain 
they had no choice but to take 
action themselves after the 


CPS discontinued its case 
against the suspects in July 
1993. 

After Knight. Dobson and 
Neil Acourt were committed for 
trial in 1995, Mrs Lawrence 
described the CPS's decision to 
drop the charges as “an act as 
hurtful and as painful in its ef- 
fect as the news that Stephen 
had been killed”. 

The Lawrences still hold the 
view, publicly at least, that the 
three men would be behind 
bars if the matter liad been left 
to the Old Baileyjuiy. 


Howard Youngerwood. the 
senior CPS lawyer who took 
the decision to discontinue 
the original prosecution, 
launched a strong attack on 
Mr Mansfield and Mr Khan at 
the public inquiry. 

He said that by insisting on 
going ahead with the private 
prosecution they had wrecked 
aS chance of bringing Stephen's 
killers to justice. There had 
been no hope of a conviction on 
the evidence available, he said. 

Top lawyers who could 
not convict, page 4 


WILL YOU HELP 


Massacre ordered at top 
level in Belgrade, says US 


Mandelson des. 
res. up for sale 


OF COLOMBIA? 


THE MASSACRE of Albanian vil- 
te*ers in tbe village of Racak in 
jAsovo this month was or- 
dered at the highest level of the 
Serbian government according 
to leaked Western intelligence 
that may provide the final trig- 
ger for Nato bombing. 

The transcripts are of tele- 
phone conversations between 
Nikola Sainovic, a deputy prime 
minister and General Sreten 
Lukic of the Serbian Interior 
Ministry special forces, and 
were obtained from intelligence 
sources by The Washington 
Post Serbia has been accused 
of semfing “hit squads” of ski- 
masked special forces into 
Kosovo to terrorise the local 
population. 

The transcripts show Ser- 
bian security forces were or- 
dered to “go in heavy” at 
Racak, the village in southern 
Kosovo where 45 people were 
killed on 15 January. Mr Sain- 
ovic is said to have called Gen- 
eral Lukic as the bloody assault 


By Raymond Whitaker 
in Pristina 

and Andrew Marshall 
in Washington 

was going on, and asked how 
many people had been killed. 

The massacre at Racak was 
the worst in nearly two years of 
bitter conflict between the Ser- 
bian authorities and guerrillas 
of the Kosovo Liberation Army. 
Amid international outrage and 
demands that Nato should 
carry out its threats of military 
action, the two men discussed 
several times how to defied 
blame few the bloodshed, ac- 
cording to the transcripts. 

The newspaper did not say 
how it obtained the transcripts. 
But experts in US signals in- 
telligence say there are many 
ways Washington could have 
come by the telephone mes- 
sages. The US maintains an ex- 
tensive range of intelligence 
facilities across Europe, and if 
the message had at any time 


used a microwave or satellite 
signal, it could have been 
intercepted. 

The National Security 
Agency based near Washing- 
ton, runs the US signals 
intelligence programme world- 
wide. The very secretive Spe- 
cial Collection Service also 
gathers signals intelligence, 
and has been reported to run 
some of its operations from 
US embassies. “It is extreme- 
ly unusual for sensitive intelli- 
gence, particularly of this sort, 
to be publjdy available,” said 
John Pike of the Federation of 
American Scientists. One sug- 
gestion was that the US con- 
sidered the diplomatic benefit 
to be greater than the loss of a 
possible source of intelligence. 

The leaked US revelations 
will add pressure on Europe to 
take action against Serbia. 

In Brussels yesterday, 
Nato's Secretaiy-General, Ja- 
vier Solaria, said the alliance 
“stands ready to act and roles 


out no option” at this "a critical 
turning point in the Kosovo 
crisis”. Nato diplomats said 
the six-nation Contact Group, 
which meets today in London, 
would call on tbe parties to 
agree to talks within four days. 
Tbe Nato Council is to meet 
tomorrow to back up 
that initiative with a military 
ul tima him. 

Kofi Annan. Secretary- 
General of the UN, also said the 
military threat was needed in 
order to back up the diplomat- 
ic initiative. “I am p ushin g 
very hard for a political settle- 
ment," Mr Annan said in 
Brussels. 1 

In Kosovo, the violence con- 
tinued in the west of the 
province yesterday with Serb 
troops lolling five Kosovo Lib- 
eration Army fighters in two 
dashes. The dashes took place 
south of Prizren and near 
Djakovica, 12 miles south-west 
of Prizren. 

Nato's final warning, page 13 


I BY ANDREW GRICE 
; Political Editor 

! PETER MANDELSON is to sell 
tbe £750,000 house in west Lon- 
don's fashionable Notting Hill 
that led to his downfall as a cab- 
inet minister last month. 

Mr Mandelson, who stands 
to make a £300.000 profit on the 
house in just two years, will buy 
a fiat. But he is unlikely to 
move to a more downmarket 
area; friends suggest he will 
stay in or close to Notting HilL 

The former Trade and In- 
dustry Secretary will use the 
proceeds to pay off the £373,000 
personal loan from Geoffrey 
Robinson, the former Paymas- 
ter-General, which enabled him 
to buy the four-storey Victorian 
terrace house for £475,000. He 
also took out a mortgage with 
the Britannia Building Society. 

Last month's disclosure of 
their arrangement provoked 
the resignations of both men 
and the departure of Charlie 
Whelan as press secretary to 
the Chancellor; Gordon Brown. 
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The house: Likely to be 
sold at a £300,000 profit 

Mr Mandelson hopes the de- 
daoawiQ enhance his prospects 
of returning to the Cabinet be- 
fore the next general election. He 
said yesterday: “I want to repay 
Geoffrey Robinson's loan be- 
cause that’s the right tiling to 
do ... It is a necessary step to 
sort everything out” 

Mr Mandelson said of his 
bouse: “It's not huge, but it is 
nice, in a good street with 
smashing neighbours, and I , 
wifi miss it” 


THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 
dab flJOAS bad. .1Z.MS* 
Ma. . 4<WQSai Brty .50001 

DM. . . 90 St iaakB] 8000 LFf 
I* . . .. 150C6 lain ... . O&c 
RB . . 1 2DCC ■ VtmUH ^MqaBa 

c*&*ak0c M 3 L nvwif . 26JMNW 
nt . ISM Mr PBAgaf . SOU 
mi. . fSOOR* Hv y wi SSB5S 

a 16 OOFS Spfe 325 Pta 

«oj .. 4.501711 Tllftin. . ZSOQSKr 
■Bar . .10 AD SriraH . S.MSfi 

w. 700 Or TMq 1 150000 an 
m. 795 dm BU S3 SO 


Thousands of children ha\e been left 
homeless in the aftermath of the worst 
earthquake in Colombian history. JBEj 

With clean water and shelter in 
short supply, the risk of epidemics 
is growing every day. These children Warn 
desperately need your help. TEjj 

UNICEF, the United Nations 
Ch i Idren ’s F und, has long , 5 • 

experience of working in 
Colombia, and is distributing 
survival kits containing 
essential first aid supplies, . 
blankets, tents and water 

Butbecauseofthescaleofthe 
disaster, we urgently need your 
help to provide the children with 
emergency relief, and support to 
rebuild their lives over the coming months. 

Please send whaiyou can to help the children 
of Colombia. 
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Dobson’s 


raid for 


nurses 


pay rise 


FRANK DOBSON, the Secretary 
of State for Health, is to raid the 
£lbn NHS-raodemisation fund 
to pay for inflation-busting pay 
rises for nurses as part of the 
Government’s drive to deal with 
the crisis in hospitals. 

Rises averaging 35 to 4 per 
cent for Britain's 1.25 million 
public sector workers will be an- 
nounced on Monday, including 
civil servants. GPs. teachers, 
judges and the armed forces. . 

The Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, said the rises were “af- 
fordable and right" but be in- 
sisted the Treasury's spending 
allocations to the Whitehall 
departments would not be 
changed to pay for the rises, 
which exceed the TVeasuiy’s 25 
per cent inflation target. 

The Chancellor is expected 
to give a further boost to all low 
paid workers in the Budget, on 
9 March, by establishing a lOp 
lower rate of income tax for 
hundreds of thousands on low 
incomes who are currently pay- 
ing 20p in the pound. It could be 
funded by abolishing the £2bn 
mortgage interest tax relief! 

The Cabinet yesterday 
agreed to give the biggest pay 
rises to trainee nurses to by to 
tackle the nurse shortages in 
hospitals across Britain, which 
have contributed to the plight 
of patients being left on trolleys 
for more than 24 hours. 

Rises of 11 per cent for nurse 
trainees and 4.7 per cent for 
most nurses are to be paid in 
foil from l ApriL Family doctors 
are expected to get around 3.5 
per cent and some GPs will 
qualify for an additional 4 per 
cent held over from last year. 

Mr Dobson will delay the an- 
nouncement until Monday to 


by Colin Brown 
Chief Political Correspondent 


gam the maximum impact for 
the launch of a £4m advertising 
campaign to recruit nurses to 
the NHS, which has been 
forced to hiring nurses from the 
Philippines. 

But Mr Dobson came under 
fire last night when it emerged 
he will use some of the £lbn al- 
located in the comprehensive 
spending review for moderni- 
sation in the health service to 
fund the nurses’ pay rises. 

“It's bad because the money 
was allocated for modernising 
the NHS which is desperately 
needed There are buildings 
falling down, as well as gener- 
al practices that need to up- 
graded The pay rises should 
have been funded from the sur- 
pluses in the Treasury, not from 
the modernisation fond" said 
Simon Hughes, the Liberal De- 
mocrat spokesman on health. 

Government sources said 
the use of the modernisation 
fluid would allow the pay rises 
for the NHS to be paid in fill. 

MPs will also get inflation- 
busting pay rises linked to the 
average rises for civil servants, 
but pay review reportsfor junior 
ministers in the Lords are 
being delayed No derision has 
yet been reached on pay rises 
for Cabinet ministers, but some 
Cabinet ministers are upset 
they will lose out for the third 
year in a row. 

Ann Widdecombe, the Tory 
spokeswoman on health, yes- 
terday warned against under- 
funding the pay rises in the 
NHS to avoid higher pay hitting 
patient care. 

Paying for health, page 10 
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Kate MacGreggor of Help the Aged at Leeds City Art Gallery launching a project with British Gas to stop the odd killing the old Tim Smith 


MILLIONS OF London CMpt- 
muters face severe disruption 
on tie Underground network^ 
after staff voted overwhelm-: A 
ingfy for strikes that could lastN’U 
up to three days. -A; ' 

Leaders of the RMTrafl NE 
union have given managemadU 
until next Thursday to ad&ess-E” 
their concerns abort a plan fare.—' 
partial privatisation ofthesys- 
tpm drawn up fry the Deputy '> 
Prime Minis ter, John Prescott - 'M 
Ironically, Mr Prescott is not v# 
only considered to.be a union NT 

sympathiser, but is a leading HR 
member of the KMT. : :.f U 

Timmy Knapp, general sec- A- 
retary of theunkm, said that his ■ 
members would be considering 
during the neat week whether v " 
to stage walkouts over one, A 
two or three days.London Uc- - '' 
derground is expected to pro- A V 
vide a skeleton service. \ 

Asked why his members; 
were prepared to inffictsmpns. 
inconvenience on commuters, • 

Mr Knapp said he befievedlns , - 



lrtLr : 


members enjoyed considerable,^ 
support “The public ^haresEF' 


Trimble accuses IRA of murder 


ULSTER UNIONIST party 
leader David Trimble yesterday 
accused the mainstream IRA of 
murdering former republican 
supergrass Eamon Collins. 

The RUC said Mr Collins 
had been killed by people using 
the methods of “primitive cave- 
men". The police would not be 
drawn into speculation on 
whether he had been killed by 
the IRA or by other republicans, 
though they said he had suf- 
fered such dreadful injuries 
that they had advised Mr 
Collins's wife not to view the 
body. 

Heated political controversy 
meanwhile continued over the 
Rev Ian Paisley’s action in the 
Commons on Wednesday when. 


By David mcKittrick 
Ireland Correspondent 


under cover of parliamentary 
privilege, he named more than 
a dozen men who he said had 
been involved in the killing of 
Protestants in 1976. 

The Democratic Unionist 
party leader claimed the men 
had been named in an RUC 
document as being involved in 
the so-called Kingsmills mas- 
sacre in south Armagh. The 
RUC said yesterday it was at- 
tempting to check toe authen- 
ticity of the document 

While Mr Paisley received 
support from some quarters he 
was criticised by SDLP deputy 
leader Seamus Maflon and by 


one of toe men he named, who 
challenged him to repeat toe al- 
legations outside the Com- 
mons.. 

. Mr Mallon said? “I am very 
angry about this. It puts peo- 
ple's lives at risk and takes 
away their good name." He 
said he personally knew many 
of the individuals involved “and 
it is inconceivable that they 
woud have been involved in toe 
Kingsmills massacre or any 
form of paramilitary activity." 

One of those named was a 
51-year-old father of seven, Eu- 
gene Reavey. who lost three 
brothers in a loyalist attack on 
the day before the Kingsmills 
shootings. Saying he was hor- 
rified by Mr Paisley’s accusa- 


tions, he went on: “I'm an in- 
nocent man. I have never been 
involved in terrorism in my 
life. I have never even been 
questioned by the RUC. I find 
it all incredible." 

His solicitoE R017 McShane, 
added: “We are going to ask for 
a meeting with toe RUC Chief 
Constable to discuss the issue 
of Mr Reavey’s personal secu- 
rity which is now in jeopardy We 
want to ask toe Chief Consta- 
ble whether this document re- 
ally does exist and, if so, how it 
was leaked" 

The RUC, meanwhile, said 
that dissident loyalists may 
have been behind a pipe-bomb 
attack on the home of a 
Catholic family in Dungannon, 


Co Tyrone- A woman and four 
children were asleep in the 
house when toe device was 
thrown in. 

It did not explode and no one 
was injured. This was the lat- 
est in a series of sporadic inci- 
dents, spread over various 
areas of Northern Ireland, in 
which Catholic homes have 
been attacked. 

Describing the killing of Mr 
Collins, RUC chief inspector 
Eddie Graham said: “He sus- 
tained quite serious head in- 
juries with a number of stab 
wounds to his upper botfy. It’s 
more akin to a aime earned out 
by primitive cavemen than it is 
of a country entering the 21st 
century." 


support “The public *haresfT* 
toe same frustration wife theef- A 
facts of privatisation as ouH A 
members. They can seethe va-; 
lidity of our argument" The E.N 
RMT leader said his members 
were deeply concerned aboutN^ 
their job security because of . 

scheme to “contract out” 
of the network's infrastroct®i&AU 
Mr Knapp estimates' - 
about 4,000 employees 
find themselves switched 
companies undertoe 
union is seeking confirmation?^; 
that no member will be trsms* ^ . 
faired to the new businesses j’Sp; 
without consent Mr Knapp said 
management had written toatt A 
employees saying if they did not." A- 
transfer thqy would be deemed;'--’ 
to have resigned. . - A ^ 
A management spokesman ME 
said the union had chosen to ig- JB 
none repeated assurance from .ff 
Mr Prescott about their jobs. 

The RMT had chosen the “path 
of confrontation", he said. 
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THE WORLD 


LIGHTING UP 


EXTREMES 


EUROPE NOON TODAY 


Belfast 

Birmingham 

Bristol 

Glasgow 

London 

Manchester 

Newcastle 


4.55pm to 3.17am 
4.47pm to 7.53am 
4.54 pm to 7.52 am 
4.43pm to 8 . 16 am 
4.44pm to 7.43am 
4.45pm to 7.58am 
4.36pm to 8.01am 


Mtwmesc: Farnborougli I2C (54F) 
Coldest (day): Law 4C (39F) 
Wettest: Cape! Cling 1.65 ins. 
Sunniest: Pontefract 5.8 hrs 
For 24hrs to 2pm Thursday 


San Rain Max 

hrs in M T 


HIGH TIDES 


^ ^ _A- -EG 

... 'EZl- 8-', 


a " (to),"- 
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AM HT 

Anot u no u tli 4.54 II 8 

Cork 3.22 4.T 

Devooport 3.29 5.0 

Dower 8.55 6.1 

Don Laogbatre 9.41 4 J 

FWmoucti 3 00 4.8 

Greenoc k 10.19 3.2 

Harwich 9.39 3.7 

Holyhead 8-26 5.2 

Hull (Albert Dh) 4.04 8. 1 
Kings Lyon 4 09 5.8 

Letti 12.14 5.1 

Liverpool 9.14 8 6 

Mflford Haven 4.08 6.2 

Newqaay 3.04 6.2 

Portland 4.19 1.7 

Portsmouth 9.24 4 5 

Pxfflefl 6 10 4.3 

Scarborough 1.51 5.3 

Wkk 9 21 3.4 

Height measured m metres 


PM HT 

5.31 12.1 
3.51 4.1 
4.06 4.9 
9.30 6 2 

10.04 4.1 

3.37 4.7 
11.06 3.2 
10.15 3.7 

8 51 5.3 

4.41 8.1 

4.37 6.0 | 
12.46 5.2 

9.42 8.9 
4 38 6.3 

3.32 6.4 
4.57 1.7 
9.54 4.4 

6.37 4.4 
2.23 5.3 
9.50 3.4 


Aberdeen 

Anglesey 


1.1 011 4 33 
0.7 0 01 9 48 


0 0.15 3 37 

Belfast 0 0.06 9 48 

Birmingham 1.4 0.03 6 43 

Bournemouth 6.0 0.01 9 48 

Bristol 4.5 0.01 8 46 


4.5 0.01 8 46 
0.5 0.12 4 39 


3.1 0.07 9 48 

0 0.25 6 43 


3.6 0.42 5 41 

Edinburgh 0.1 0.02 5 41 

Exmouth 4.2 0 10 50 

Fishguard 1.6 0.01 9 48 

Folkestone 5.1 0.10 8 46 

Glasgow 0 0.10 7 45 

Hastings 4.8 0.08 8 46 

Hove 4.2 0.09 8 46 

Isle-of-man 0.1 0.02 9 48 

Isle-cf -wight - 0.08 8 46 

Jersey 3.8 0.37 70 50 

Kendal 0 0.18 6 43 

Leeds 1.1 0.07 6 43 

Lerwick 4.7 0.02 4 39 


5.1 0.10 8 46 

0 0.10 7 *5 


4.8 0.08 8 46 
4.2 0.09 8 46 


Isle-of -wight 

Jersey 

Kendal 


Ucttehampton 5.8 0.16 12 54 


FORECAST 


General sKuotfon: Central and eastern Scotland vail start bright but cold before 
turning dotxHer this afternoon Western Scotland and Nonhem Ireland will be dull 


AIR QUALITY 

Today's rcadmgs 


Louden 4.3 0 8 46 

Lowestoft 3.4 0. 10 5 41 

Manchester 0.2 0.04 7 45 

Margate 4.8 0 17 7 45 


with drizzle. After a cold and misry start, northern EngUtrvl win stay mainly dry with 
a few sunny spells developing Wales and south --.vest England will haw a lot of doud 
and some patchy drizzle. The Midlands and south-east England will be largely dry 
with the odd sunny break, but East Anglo vril hairs mom cloud and spots at drtezfe. 


Loudon 

S England 


Cent S 4r 5E England, London, Midlands: Any remnants of overnight mi n mil 
soon dear away to leave just a few sunny spells ^nd a lot of cloud. A light and 
tradable wind. Mar. temp 7-1 OC (45-50F1. 

E Angaa. E England: Brier brighter spells but generally cloudy Wittl drizzle, most 
lltely towards the coosl A light and variable wind. Ma* temp 6-7C (43-45F]. 

Channel Is, 5W England. Kales: Some bright spells are likely in the east but it 
will be mosdy cloudy with some dnsrie on coasts and hills. A light north -westerly 
wind. Max temp 9- 1 2C 148-54R. 


C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Ireland 


NO, 

Moderate 

Good 

Good 

Modem* 

Moderate 

Moderate 

Good 


4.8 0 1 7 7 45 

0 0.06 7 45 


3.9 0.11 6 43 


Newcastle 7.6 0 01 5 41 

Newquay 0.5 0.02 10 50 

Norwich 3.9 0.11 6 43 

Oxford 4.0 0 8 46 

Ross-on-wy e 3.3 0 8 46 

Salcumbe ... 

Scarborough 2.3 0.19 4 39 

Shrewsbury 0.8 0.14 B 46 


SUN a moon 


Southend 

Southport 


- 0.03 8 46 


Stornoway 0.1 6.18 7 45 


Cent N England, NH6NE England, lake Dist, (sle of Him Some early mist 
and tow cloud, bur it will be predominantly dry ninth a few sunny Intervals. A light 
north-westerly wind. May temp 7-9C [45-48F). 


N Inland: Mosdy cloudy with occasional outbreaks of drizzle, especially on mils. A 
light westerly wind. Max temp 9-1 1C (48-52FJ. 


Sunrises: 07.44 
Sun sets: 16 44 
Moon rises: 14. 37 
Moon sets: 05.45 
Fall moon January 
31st 


□ 


Swanage 5.7 0 9 48 

Tanby I 1 0.01 10 50 

Torquay 3.4 0 10 SO 

Weston -5-mare - 

Weymouth 5.3 0.05 9 48 

24 hours to 6pm (GMT) Wed'dayr 
Information by PA WeariterCentre 
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SW A NIK 5eocland, Glasgow. W Wes: Cloudy wirh light rain ar drizzle. Drier 
but 5dU cloudy d*s afternoon. A light westerly wuid. Mar temp 6-9C [63-48R. 


WEATHERLINE 


SE A ME Scotland, Edinburgh. Aberdeen. N Isles: A cold but bright Start then 
turning doedy with the thrwr of some drizzle. A light west ro south -westerly 
wind. Max temp 5-7C (41-45F). 


For the latest forecasts dial DB9I 5009 
fbffamed by the Wjo dlgirs for your ana. 
Source The Met. Office. Colts charged ji 
50p pet min tfnc VAT1 


Rain or 
Shine 
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OUTLOOK 

Mow parts will be dry tomorrow, but ouermghr fog and low ctoud will clear only 
a ntue to allow some limited sunny spells. Sunday will continue settled but quite 
CtoUdyt Brighter but colder conditions may affect the south-east, gradually 
Spreading westwards * 


TRAVEL 

London: A12 Green Man RoundabcuL struct 
Leytonstone. Major roadwcrkgpn ne-.vMn Sout 
irk mad. Ural 3isJ Oramber. Viadi 

Cambridgeshire Aio between Foxtm and (A6i: 
Mil. Rosurtaang end txidge irvurtenance anes 
nwrt 3t StiepreSi MIL Until icih February Dun 
Bristol: M5 JIB-19 Roijmnrivs on Bean 


Avonmouiti Budge. Una 23ril June 2001 
Lancashire-. M6 Bumeer jev Stan-S* ar»i 
J26 Loyiand. Ftoadwcrics: camnltow are: a 
Sftnph speed lent edher srin of Chained 
Richard Services. IWi 15(h Fetiuar, 
G ruata- Ma nchester: A57. Now lanes 
Marchestn -bound, due to MeuoBnk con- 


sJructior work. Uru 28th February 
South Yorkshire: Ml Betweoi J34 Tinsley 
Viaduct IA6109) s J34 Tinsley Viaduct 
(A6 178). Sheffield Cartageway reduced to 2 
lanes sotflhbajnd LM82istNorember2PW. 
Dumfries and Gateway; A74 between 
Beanock and Ji6 Arondale Mejcr road- 
r.trks. untS 313 January, 
sunt*: AM Fetestowe Docks. Roadwork s , 
urnu 2Sh Febrawy. 

AA Ruadwacdc Call 0336 401777 ter the 

latest local and national traffic news. Source- 
TTie Automobile Assodatton. Caft charged 
at 5bp per min (Inc VAT}. 
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NORWEGIANS endured their 
coldest day this century yes- 
terday when temperatures 
plunged to minus 51 C (minus 
60F). The temperature was 
so low it was too cold for stan- 
dard mercury thermometers, 
which freeze at minus 39C 
(minus 38F), and had to be 
measured with alcohol-based 
thermometers. The cold spell 
is such that warm water 
tossed into the air outside will 
freeze before it hits the 
ground. 
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The spotty schoolboy and single mother 
taking the mantle from Roald Dahl 






••• / 

tr, A SINGLE mother of 34 and a be- 
. spectacled orphan schoolboy 

‘_7 may not be the most promising 
• - ir- corabination,buttogetherthe>’ 
' I; have become the publishing 
. - ' v - > sensation of the past two years. 

■’•I'Sjjs' The latest chapter in the re- 
■cpv.^ Markable story of Joanna Rowl- 
; tog’s beguiling literaiy creation 

r ‘ j i began yesterday with the pa- 
’ ; " fO!T perbadc publication of the sec- 
ond book in her Harry Potter 
- - •i series. Harry Potter and the 
.. . v . Chamber of Secrets. 

• Potter is the schoolboy wiz- 

• ard whose enthusiastic adop- 
tion by children and grown-ups 

■ in their hundreds of thousands 
. . _.'f / has had critics hailing Ms Rowi- 

. mg as the new Roald DahL 
... Platform One at King’s 

^ Cross Station briefly becomes 
;"5 the mythical Platform 9 and 
’ three-quarters, the place from 
V- ^yich young Harry departs for 
_ ; ’ ■ J- jKHoo! at the beginning of each 

* new term and which functions 
-■ :i like the wardrobe in C S 
- Lewis’s Narnia chronicles. 

Harry Potter and the 

■ Philosopher's Stone , the first in 
what will eventually develop 

■ -• into a seven-part series, intro- 
' r duced the eponymous hero to 
----- a generation of computer 
Zi* .games junkies previously 
. ~ .thought to have been lost to the 
_--.-:cbarms of print The results 

• _. :j. have been extraordinary. Sales 
. . . rz of the two books are now nudg- 

- ..“fog half-a-mifiion. while the 
. ^ hardback version of Chamber 

of Secrets spent its first month 
on the shelf as the bestseller 
across all books. 

’. v Ms Rowling has garnered an 
armful of awards, including the 
. v Smarties Book Prize (the chil- 
. 7 Lyon's equivalent of the Book- 
in consecutive years and a 
. place on the 1998 Whitbread 
shortlist Hollywood lent its 
validation last autumn when 
Warner Brothers secured the 
film rights to both books for a 
seven-figure sum. 

Master Potter is an orphan 
forced to live under the stairs 
by cruel relatives until he 
learns on his lltb birthday that 
he is, in fact, the son of famous 
wizards, whereupon he is 
whisked off to Hogwarfs School 
of Witchcraft and Wizardry. 
There he takes lessons in po- 
tions, herb lore and Qiridditch. 
a kind of football played on 
broomsticks. Oh yes, and he 
saves the school and the world 
from the fallen angel Lord 
£3 Vbldemort a former head boy 
of Hogwarts, who chooses to 
^ turn his magic against the in- 


Bv Rhys Williams 

stitution. In other words, a rip- 
ping yam of good versus evil 
that legitimately conjures up 
the New Testament, only with 
characters that recall Roald 
Dahl. 

Hie names of Dahl and C S 
Lewis are frequently men- 
tioned alongside Ms Rowling’s, 
a comparison at which she has 
balks. **C S Lewis is quite sim- 
ply a genius and I’m not a ge- 
nius." she said. "And while I 
think Dahl is a master at 
what he did, I do think my 
books are more moral than 
his. He also wrote very 
overblown comic characters, 
whereas I think mine are more 
three-dimensional.*' 

Either way. critics have uni- 
versally lauded Ms Rowling’s 
as she carries readers into a 
world of invention where Harry 
flies a car into a tree in flagrant 
breach of rules on the misuse 
of Muggle (as normal people 
are known) artefacts. In the see- 
and book Harry unravels the se- 
crets of giant spiders, 
schoolmates turned to stone 
and an unpleasant creature 
that has taken to lurking in the 
school plumbing. 

Potter was drawn with spec- 
tacles because, Ms Rowling 
said, she had worn thick glass- 
es as a child and was frustrat- 
ed that “speccies" were swots 
but never heroes. 

Nominallypitched at 9 to 12- 
year-olds, Harry's appeal has 
been broader Parents who 
were complaining about their 
children’s refusal to turnoff the 
light until they had finished one 
more chapter became the next 
potter converts. The publishers 



Joanna Rowling who wrote in a caffe to escape her cold flat and (above left) the character Harry Potter 


Bewitching link to 
Children's Classics 


HARRY POTTER is far from the 
first young hero of a favourite 
children’s hook to have en- 
joyed 0 more exotic education 
than the National Curriculum 
allows. The intrepid sorcerer’s 
apprentice at Hogwarfs 
School of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry - with his two 
mega-selling novels, thriving 
adult fan club and seven-fig- 
ure Warners movie deal - has 
carried into the 7 990s a long 
tradition in British children's 
writing of spellbinding yams. 

Decade after decade, 
teachers try to make new 
readers love the sort of grit- 
ty streetwise writing that 
will strengthen their grip on 
the world. And, decade after 
decade, children's tastes 
prove the imagination grasps 
reality in a more mysterious 
way. In strongly plotted, vivid- 
ly imagined children’s litera- 
ture. the concept of 
“escapism" means little. 

It is true the Harry Potter 
craze connects with the be- 
witching classics of the im- 
mediate pre- and postwar 
years more closely than with 
the more recent grimmer 
children's fare. Any Harry 
fan who needs another fix of 
comic sorcery should seek out 
T H White's sparklingly witty, 
sly Arthurian fantasia from 
1938, The Sword in the 
Stone. Indeed, White's wizard 
Merlyn has graduated from “a 
college for Witches and War- 
locks under the sea". The fizz 
and fun of the lessons he 
gives to his young pupils Kay 
and Wart mean that the book 
has dated less than almost 
any "adult" novel of its year. 

Months earlier. JRR Tolkien 
had published The Hobbit: his 
Gandalf is the charismatic wiz- 
ard responsible, then as now. 
"for so many quiet lads and 
lasses going off into the Blue 
for mad adventures". Not 
long before that, in 1934. PL 
Travers's Mary Poppins had 
placed her own benign hex on 
the sedate Banks household. 


sliding up the bannisters and 
serving tea on the ceiling. 

Harder to find now is the 
powerful blend of realism and 
magic that the former Poet 
Laureate John Masefield 
brought to his novels for 
children. The Midnight Folk 
and The Box of Delights. At 
the start of the century. Edith 
Nesbit had also planted plau- 
sible modem children in a 
colourful rerrain of fantasy 
with Five Children and It and 
The Phoenix and the Carpet. 

The very real Alice Liddell. 
Lewis Carroll’s friend and 
muse, stands at the source of 
this rich stream of works chat 
send grubbily authentic kids 
on fabulous but enriching 
missions. Look at the Potter 



The latest Harry Potter 


plots, and you will also dis- 
cover archetypal elements 
common to folk-tales around 
the globe, as an orphaned or 
abandoned prince claims his 
birthright through cunning, 
craft and ordeal. Such yams 
generally end with a crown 
and a marriage -although we 
may have to wait until the se- 
ries' end for that. 

Humphrey Carpenter, edi- 
tor of the Oxford Companion 
to Children's Literature and 
himself the inventor of the 
comic wizard Mr Majeika. 
likens Rowling's books to 
"fake antique cars" and finds 
in them “an ingenious mish- 
mash of all sort of exciting 
things" rather than a gen- 
uinely new vision. 

Boyd Tonkin 


Bloomsbury took the unusual 
step of bringing out an adult 
version of the first book last 
September. It was wrapped in 
a design-conscious cover fea- 
turing a black and white pho- 
tograph of a steam train with 
the title flashed in citrus orange 
letter The idea was to spare 
adult readers on public trans- 
port the chore of hiding the chD- 


YOUNG BESTSELLERS 

Past bestselling books... 

Watership Down, by Richard Adams (1972) 

The Magic Finger, by Roald Dahl (7974) 

Thunder and Lightnings, by Jan Mark (1976) 

Each Peach. Pear. Plum, by Allan and Janet Ahlberg (1978) 
Matilda, by Roald Dahl (1980) 

The BFG, by Roald Dahl (1982) 

The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13-3/4. 
by Sue Townsend (1984) 

Going Solo, by Roald Dahl (1986) 

The Witches, by Roald Dahi (1988) 

Esio Trot, by Roald Dahl (1990) 

Truckers, by Terry Pratchett (1992) 

Flour Babies, by Anne Fine (1994) 

Goose Bumps, by R L Stine (1996) 

Children’s Book of Books (1998) 

Source: Sookwotch Ltd 


dren’s version behind their 
morning paper. 

If Harry’s adventures make 
for compelling reading, then Ms 
Rowling’s Story is also worth a 
chapter or two. After working 
for Amnesty International, she 
went to Portugal to teach Eng- 
lish. There she married a jour- 
nalist, but within weeks of the 
birth of a daughter, Jessica, 
they had separated. 

Divorced, penniless and now 
a single mother she returned 
to Edinburgh, where her sister 
lived. Much of the first novel 
was written in Nicolson’s. a 
cafe in the dty where she would 
escape her cold and miserable 
flat While Jessica slept in her 
pram, Ms Rowling stretched 
out her coffees and scribbled fu- 
riously away in long hand. 

Hie manuscript was dis- 
patched to Penguin, who 
turned it down, and then 
HarpecCollins, where it gath- 
ered dust for a yean Plnalty she 
enlisted the help of a literary 
agent and, within a day of send- 
ing the book, Bloomsbury 
gratefully snaffled it up. The 
rest could well be literary and 
cinematic history. 
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Navy finds the sunken 
treasure of Charles I 


X 


MARINE ARCHAEOLOGISTS 
will today announce the dis- 
covery of what they believe to 
be the treasure-laden wreck of 
Charles Ts baggage ferry the 
Blessing of Burntisland. 

Lost in a storm crossing the 
Firth of Forth in 1633, the ship 
was loaded with the king's 
priceless possessions. 

The archaeologists believe it 
could be the most important 
find for them since the discov- 
ery of the TUdor warship the 
Mary Rose. 

The Blessing foundered 
shortly after leaving Bumtis- 
" 4nd, bound for Leith. Twenty 
carts loaded with the King^s 
personal possessions from his 
hunting palace at Falkland 
were aboard. 

The wooden ferry known to 
treasure hunters as “Britain’s 
Thtankhamun", was also car- 
tying a 288 -piece silver dinner 


by Stephen Goodwin 
S cotland Correspondent 

service commissioned by King 
Henry VUI and other ornate 
tapestries, silks and trappings 
far Charles's coronation tour of 
Scotland. 

The king watched helpless- 
tyfrom his flagship, the Dread- 
nought as a large slice of royal 
Stuart treasure vanished under 
the waves and more than 30 of 
his entourage perished. There 
were only two survivors. 

The cfistressed monarch cut 
short his tour and returned to 
London where I6years later be 
lost more than Ins silverware. 
Details ofthewreck, 120ft down 
and one mile off-shore, are to be 
disclosed at Kinghom, Fife - 
one (foy before the 350th an- 
nhersaiy of the execution off the 
King in London. 

Navy experts and marine 


archaeologists are not expect- 
ed to be able to say it definite- 
ly is the ship. 

But according to defence 
sources the wreck, buried 
under several feet of silt, 
matches the size and shape of 
the barge and there is “grow- 
ing optimism” ft is the Blessing 
qfBumtisUtTuL 

The ship could contain silver 
used by the King at his coro- 
nation, and also a “time cap- 
sule” with masses of preserved 
artefacts from the period. 

The search began in 1997 
and the site was finally located 
byHMS Roebuck, a Royal Navy 
hydr og raphic survey ship. It 
was foe outcome of a joint ef- 
fort between the Royal Navy 
and the charitable Burntisland 
Heritage Triist 
Computer-produced images 
of fte wreck site led to detailed 
investigation by divers in De- 


cember; and the task of verify- 
ing whether it is the historic 
wreck is still under way. 

Another royal ferry sank in 
the same waters 44 years ear- 
lier; carrying the dowry of Ann 
off Denmark for her wedding to 
Eng James VI of Scotland, 
Charles's father 

With either vessel of great 
significance, Donald Dewar; 
Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, has imposed a Protection 
of Wrecks Order on the site. 

It is expected that, final con- 
firmation that it is the Blessing 
will come in fire summer then 
delicate work on raising the 
wreck will begin. 

The wreckis said to lie at the 
very point fixed last May by the 
successful English map dows- 
er Jim Longton. 

He sailed the route of the ill- 
fated vessel with his metal di- 
vining rod and pendulum. 


BUSINESSFIRST, 

AS YOU CAN SEE BY 
THE NAME, WE COULD 
ALMOST HAVE 
PREDICTED IT. 


Chauffeur- driven cars', Drive-Thru Check-In', 
electronic sleeper seats. With all this, plus First Class 
comfort and service at a Business Class fare, 
BusinessFirst is an appropriate title. 
As is the new one we’ve just been awarded 
by Business Travel World magazine: 
Best Business Airline, Transatlantic. 
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awrence lawyers ‘took wrong route’ 
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the OC: Michael Mansfield 


Michael Mansfield, a vegetarian 
who enjoys cycling, takes to the up- 
stairs room of his London home 
whenever he feels frustrated to 
bang a battered old drum kit. 

One of the country's best-known 
lawyers, his clients have included 
the Angry Brigade, the Birmingham 
Six. the Bridgewater Three. Arthur 
Scargilf and Patrick Nicholls, who 
served 23 years for a murder that 
never happened. 


The son of Conservative-voting par- 
ents. his interest in the law started 
when his mother defended herself 
when she was wrongly fined £10 
for illegal parking. 

After studying philosophy and history 
at Keefe University. Mansfield. 57. 
caught at a polytechnic and studied 
for his Bar exams by a correspon- 
dence course. He failed land law 
three times before passing and be- 
came a QC in 1 989. 


IT WAS, without a doubt, one of 
the cruellest moments in the 
Lawrence family’s long cam- 
paign for justice. 

Three men. who they be- 
lieved to be the Jailers of their 
son Stephen, walked out of the 
dock at the Old Bailey unpun- 
ished and now unpunishable. 
Doreen Lawrence collapsed in 
tears. Neville Lawrence froze, 
unable to believe his eyes. 

The couple had pinned their 
hopes on the trial at the Old Bai- 
ley m April 1996. Two years ear- 
lier; with the backing of their 
legal team, solicitor Tmran 
Khan and eminent QC Michael 
Mansfield, they launched a pri- 
vate prosecution of the men 
widely regarded as the prime 
murder suspects. 

It was the only route that re- 
mained open, they believed, 
after the Crown Prosecution 
Service discontinued its case. 

Not eveiyone agreed. 
Howard Youngerwood, the se- 
nior CPS lawyer who took the 
decision to drop the charges, 
was horrified. 

He told Mr Khan that he was 
bound to fail because of the un- 
reliability of the identification 
evidence of Duwayne Brooks, 
Stephen's friend, and begged 
him not to proceed. 

It would have been far bet- 
ter; said Mr Youngerwood, to 
wait for new evidence to 
emerge so that the CPS pros- 
ecution could be reactivated He 
told the public inquiry that 
when he discovered that the 
Lawrences planned to ignore 
his advice. "I was so desperate, 

I collapsed in the street”. 

Others observers ques- 
tioned whether Mr Mansfield 


By Kathy Marks 

and Mr Khan - celebrated 
criminal defence lawyers, but 
with no experience of conduct- 
ing a prosecution - had the 
necessary expertise to handle 
the case 

But the Metropolitan Police, 
who had reopened the murder 
investigation under an ener- 
getic detective superintendent, 



Stephen Lawrence: His 
killers are still free 

Bill Mellish, was happy to 
co-operate. 

They gave the family a sur- 
veillance video that showed 
the suspects brandishing 
knives and fantasising about 
killing black people. 

The Lawrences - who raised 
£45,000 to finance the prosecu- 
tion - received a further morale 
boost when Ian Johnston, the 
Metropolitan Police's Assistant 
Commissioner, attended the 
committal proceedings at Bel- 


raarsh Magistrates Court as a 
public display of support 

At Belmarsh, charges 
against two of the suspects - 
Jamie Acourt and David Nor- 
ris, both 18, were dropped be- 
cause of insufficient evidence. 
But Dobson, 18, Neil Acourt, 20, 
and Luke Knight IB- were sent 
for trial 

The case hinged on Mr 
Brooks, who bad picked out the 
three defendants at identifica- 
tion parades. In legal argu- 
ment, though, doubts were cast 
on his evidence, and the trial 
judge, Mr Justice Curtis, said 
Mr Brooks did not know 

whether he was “on his head or 
his heels”. 

With his evidence ruled in- 
admissible, Mr MnnsfirfH had 
no option but to abandon the 
case, and the three were for- 
mally acquitted chi the direction 
of the judge, who praised the 
Lawrences’ “statesmanlike” 
conduct 

The video - which showed 
Neil Acourt waving a knife said 
to be similar to the one used to 
km Stephen -was never shown 
to the jury. The private prose- 
cution was a desperate mea- 
sure by a family who had been 
let down by police and the pros- 
ecuting authorities. 

But tragically, since it is a 
principle of English law that 
people cannot be tried twice for 
the same offence, its effect was 
to place the three men beyond 
the reach of justice. The case 
against the other two was so se- 
riously undermined that the 
Lawrences will now probably 
never be granted their dearest 
wish: to see their son's mur- 
derers behind bars. 
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THE SOLICITOR: IMRAN KHAN 


Imran Khan not a solicitor new to 
controversy. After representing two 
Asian men accused of murdering 
the white schoolboy Richard 
Everitt, he received death threats. 
He was also told by police he 
should not attend a demonstration 
in north London being held for the 
men. who had been convicted of 
murder and violent disorder. 

“I can appreciate that people might 
be angry and frustrated, particular- 


ly those who have lost someone, 
but making threats to my life goes 
beyond reasonable behaviour." he 
said. He was at the demonstration. 
Slim and charming, he often repre- 
sents high-profile race-related 
cases. 

Within days of Stephen Lawrence's 
murder, he was representing his 
parents. Doreen and Neville. With 
Michael Mansfield, he has worked 
beside them since. 
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Yard plans SOS units 
after custody deaths 


NEW LOWEST EVER PRICE 


SCOTLAND YARD plans to 
bring in rapid response medical 
units after growing concern 
about the number of “vulnera- 
ble" people dying after they 
have been restrained and held 
in police custody. 

The move is prompted by the 
death earlier this month of 
Roger Sylvester, a mentally ill 
man who collapsed after being 
restrained by eight police offi- 
cers. The black 30-year-old died 
a week after collapsing on a 
hospital floor in north London. 
He was seized by police after a 
report that he was naked and 
causing a disturbance in Tot- 
j tenham. north London. He was 
detained and taken naked to 
hospital 

Metropolitan Police chiefs 
are particularly worried about 
a rise in the number of violent 
incidents involving people with 
drug and mental health prob- 
lems. The Met is considering 
plans to set up several specialist 
mobile emergency units that 


BY JASON Bennetto 
C rime Correspondent 

can be sent to the scene of an 
incident. The units are likely to 
include a police paramedic or 
health worker Scotland Yhrd 
also wants to video more of the 
controversial cases so that the 
film can be used as evidence in 
inquests and dvil claims. 

The proposals were dis- 
closed yesterday by Sir Paul 
Condon, Commissioner.of the 
Metropolitan Police, who said 
that a police group headed by 
Denis O'Conner, Assistant 
Commissioner, was set up ear- 
lier this week after the death of 
Mr Sylvester The use of ex- 
cessive and inappropriate re- 
straint has been criticised at a 
number of cases. 

An inquest jury decided on 
Wednesday that businessman 
Nathan Delahunty, who had 52 
injuries on his body, died part- 
ly as a result of being restrained 
by police in sout- west London 


in July last year. It was dis- 
closed yesterday that the Met's 
internal complaints unit is to re- 
examine the case to see. 
whether any charges should be 
brought against the officers in- 
volved. Sir Paul said any rapid 
. response team - which would 
be the first of its kind in the 
world - could help to deal with 
the “hundreds" of 999 calls the . 
Met received every year that re- 
lated to people with behav- 
ioural problems. 

He said he was particularly 
concerned about cases involv- ' 
ing cocaine users who have 
died after a violent physical re- 
action to being restrained by 
the police. He said: “We need to " 
have a long, hard look at the •• 
way we deal with vulnerable / 
people on the streets. 

“It’s becoming harder and- ’ 
harder for police officers tpi. 
know how to deal with tfaeSe 
people." Sir Paul added: “Wb 
have become the front line for; ' 
care in the community.” ■ 



PACK AGE INCLUDES: 


DIGITAL MOBILE PHONE 


MoD settles Wren sex case 
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ONE YEAR'S LINE RENTAL 


A FORMER WREN who won a 
sexual harassment case against 
a Royal Navy officer nicknamed 
“Commander Underpants" has 
settled her case against the 
MoD. it emerged yesterday. 

Nicola Rush ton. 20. was ex- 
pected to attend a further bear- 
ing in Exetec Devon today for 
the level of compensation to be 
derided But the tribunal office 
said the case had been settled. 
No further details were av ailab le 


Miss Kush ton, from Ply- 
mouth. Devon, claimed she 
was driven out of the Nayy by 
the behaviour of Lieutenant 
Commander David Bellingham 
aboard HMS Coventry. 

The 6ft 4ins officer - who 
wore “Jingle Bells" musical un- 
derpants- chased her round the 
quarter deck wearing a Santa 
Claus hat she claimed, and sub- 
jected her to a number of inci- 
dents of sexual harassment 


Lt Cdr Bellingham, 32, now- 
serving with HMS Monmouth; • 
was fined £2,000, severely rep-' 
ran^cded and stripped of his se- 
niority by a court martial . 

Miss Rushton, now working 
as a car valet said she had re- 
gained none of the four stone 
she lost as a result of her ordeal 

She had signed on for 22 years 

but was dismissed after 20 
months as being ‘•tempera- 
mentally unsuitable". 
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This fox was reared for a Yorkshire hunt 
to one end ... to be killed for pleasure / 

Prom “The Independent”. 26 June. 1998 

Hunt ‘is 
luring 
foxes for 
i the kill’ 


ONE OF the country's leading 
foxhunts, accused last year of 
trapping fox cubs for hunting, 
%|gp |gMm| faces a new investigation after 
allegations that an artificial 
1 __ earth was found on its land. 

Less than eight months ago 
the Royal Societv for the Pre- 
,V v :ivA \ {(rj vention of Cruelty to Animals 

“ ‘ ^£*Ak rescued a pair of three-month' 

old cubs from an underground 
■ ■_ T '‘ cage on the Sinningtoa Hunt's 
; ; i ' ' ■ i : ; land in North Yorkshire. 

•- ' The RSPCA dropped the 

, V prosecution of the Sinnington 
. a '•> last month because, it said it did 

’ ^ not have enough evidence. The 

t .. £ . t ' hunt masters denied they knew 
- ... . the cubs had been trapped. 

Now the RSPCA is carrying 
. ; - mp out another inquiry after pho- 

. . ' :l •••«!: tographs and video film were 
produced, allegedly showing 

— - ~ ~ evidence of an artificial earth in 

"’-s the same area. 
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Bv Kim sengufta 

Artificial earths are not ille- 
gal. But the rules of the Mas- 
ters of Fox Hounds Association 
states; “ Foxhunting as a sport 
is the hunting of the fox in his 
wild and natural state with a 
pack of hounds. Nothing must 
be done which, in any way, 
compromises this rule.” 

Animal rights campaigners 
say trapping foxes to be let 
loose for hounds undermines 
the argument of blood sport 
supporters that hunting is an 
essential form of pest control. 

The photographs of an earth 
were first said to have been 
taken in 1997. Video footage ap- 
parently shot earlier this month 
is said to show the earth was 
still there. 

The League Against Cruel 
Sports, whose undercover in- 



The Sinnington Hunt rides ont from Muscoates Whin: they were cleared of keeping fox cobs to be reared for the chase 


vestigators discovered the cap- 
tive fox cubs, are demanding 
closure of the Sinnington Hunt 

They intend to organise a 
demonstration in the area at 
the weekend. Steve Racket!, 
one of the campaigners, said: 
“It is clear this hunt is encour- 
aging fox numbers. The Sin- 
nington has been involved in 
other trouble, and it really is 
time for it to be dosed down." 

On Boxing Day last year, 
hounds from the hunt killed a 
cat in a garden in Kirfcby- 


moorside. Owner Joan Salmon 
and her children failed to save 
her pet She accused the hunt 
of being arrogant and failing to 
apologise. 

A month earlier. Ryedale 
District Council ordered the 
hunt to remove an incinerator, 
used for animal carcas- 
ses,which it said had been caus- 
ing air pollution. 

Posters have begun to ap- 
pear in villages in the area, put 
up, it is said, by local farmers, 
about the bunt One shows a cat 


lying on its back with legs up in 
the air and the caption ** Latest 
from Sinnington pantomine 
productions, puss in bits”. 

John Shaw, one of the joint 
masters of the Sinnington, re- 
ferred inquiries to the Coun- 
tryside Alliance. John Haigh, for 
the Alliance, said’ “We do not 
oppose an RSPCA inquiry but 
we would like to point out that 
any photographs or video shots 
must have been gathered by 
trespassing on private proper- 
ty and they may not be genuine. 


“Artificial earths aren't there 
to bring in foxes but just to en- 
courage them to stay in the 
area. The reason we have the 
healthiest fox population in Eu- 
rope in this country is because 
of hunting.** 

“As far as &e discovery of the 
fox cubs is concerned, we are. 
of course, totally opposed to 
keeping foxes in cages, but 
there was an investigation into 
the matter by the Masters of 
fbx Hounds Association, and 
the hunt was cleared” 
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Prayer 
book for 
pets is 
launched 


By Clare Garner 

THE ONLY blessing bestowed 
on most animals is: “Fbf what 
we are about to receive, may 
the Lord make us truly thank- 
ful” But next month a book of 
services especially for animals, 
including a burial sendee, heal- 
ing liturgy, and Eucharistic 
prayers, is to be published 

The 14 liturgies have been 
compiled by the Rev Professor 
Andrew Linzey, a fellow of 
Mansfield College, Oxford, 
where he holds the world’s 
first post in Christian Theolo- 
gy and Animal Welfare. His lat- 
est book, Animal Rites, is 
dedicated to “Barney, still wag- 
ging his tail in heaven”. 

Many churches now have 
animal-blessing services; par- 
ticularly around St Francis’s 
Day on 4 October; but there is 
no authorised liturgy for ani- 
mals. Dr Linzey hopes the 
Church will take up his sug- 
gestions. 

“Imagine you are a parish 
priest and a parishioner comes 
to you and says their much- 
loved companion - their pet - 
has died,” he said “1 don’t 
think it’s a feasible Christian re- 
sponse to say 'Put it out with 
the garbage without a prayer.”’ 

Dr Linzey has written a rite 
for healing, which can include 
the laying on of hands and the 
use of holy oil with prayer, a 
liturgy for a vigfl for animals suf- 
fering exploitation from human 
befogs, and litanies for the pro- 
tection of such animals. 


Justin Slee 


Last night James Holt, the 
chairman of the Sinnington 
Hunt said: “As far as I know, at 
this moment there is no second 
artificial earth at Muscoates 
Whin where they say it was 
found. And anyway, even if 
there was 1 don't know what the 
fuss is about" 

Mr Holt’s ex-wife, Annabel 
Holt a former huntswoman, is 
now a campaigner against 
blood sports and intends to set 
up a register of landowners op- 
posed to hunting. 
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MEPs want ban on battery hens within 10 years 


f^UROMPS yesterday demand- 
ed the abolition of all cages for 
battery hens by 2009 in a move 
which increased the political 
pressure on European leaders 
to introduce new animal welfare 
measures. 

By a two thirds majority. 
MEPs called for a total ban on 
the cages, going well beyond 
the more limited measures 
proposed by the European 
Commission to increase their 
minimum size. 

Although the vote is not 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

binding it marks a significant 
escalation of the Europe-wide 
campaign to improve the plight 
of factory-formed animals. 

Campaigners will now con- 
centrate their efforts on the 
Council of Agriculture Minis- 
ters, which has the power to in- 
troduce a ban throughout the 15 
EU nations. 

Nick Brown, the Agriculture 
Minister, is committed to press- 


ingfor the phasing out of cages 
for battery bens but argues 
that the UK cannot afford to act 
unilaterally. 

Philip Lymbery, Campaigns 
Director for Compassion in 
World Farming, said it was “a 
tremendous day for animal wel- 
fare”, adding: “The Council of 
Ministers wifi take the final 
decision but they will find it very 
hard to ignore this ringing en- 
dorsement from the European 
Parliament for the ban on bat- 
tery hen cages.” 


He dismissed the argument 
that tiie move would result in 
a big price hike, adding that the 
differential in production costs 
between battery and free-range 
eggs is about 9p a box. 

Yesterday’s vote is a com- 
plication for the European 
Co mmissio n, which had called 
for an increase in the size of bat- 
tery hen cages from a 450 
square centimetre minimum 
floor area to 800 square cen- 
timetres by 2009. One of its ar- 
guments is that cages provide 


sanctuary for some vulnerable 
hens from attack by others. 

A spokesman for the Com- 
mission said yesterday that re- 
forms must be accompanied by 
global rules on standards to 
stop cheap imports flooding 
the market He added: “In the 
absence of them we would be 
making our producers uncom- 
petitive at great social cost to 
rural Europe." 

In October 1996 the inde- 
pendent Scientific Veterinary 
Committee gave valuable am- 


munition to campaigners by 
pointing to the defects of the bat- 
tery cage system, in particular 
the small available area and 
lack of stimulus. It also noted 
negative elements of alterna- 
tives, induding the risk of feath- 
er pecking and cannibalism. 

MEPs agreed with the Com- 
mission that a 16-year phase-in 
period fiw changes is necessary 
to allow formers to adapt in 
view of the feet that 93 per cent 
of eggs consumed in the EU are 
battery farmed. However they 
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snubbed the Commission's pro- 
posal by voting for a complete 
ban by the 2009 deadline. 

Markltatts, Labour MEP for 
Kent East and author of the 
successful amendment calling 
for a baa said: “It is a myth that 
consumers will not buy free- 
range eggs. 

“The fact is that 89 per cent 
of the British public believe 
keeping hens in small cages is 
cruel and almost half now buy 
barn or free-range eggs. Chang- 
ing from battery to free-range 


ti. 


eggs would cost the average 
consumer less than £2 a year” 
Robert Sturdy Conservative 
MEP for Cambridgeshire, 
warned that abolition of cages 
must be accompanied by legal 
moves to block cheap imports. 
“Consumers will decide which 
eggs to buy on price as long as 
they are safe.” he said. “It is not 
realistic to expect them to pey 
25 per cent more for eggs that 
are free-range. TOe must make 
sure EU formers do not suffer 
as a result of cheap imports.” 
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Cabinet vows 
to scrap Tory 
labour laws 


THE GOVERNMENT registered 
its determination to scrap 
years of Thatcherile labour 
laws yesterday, granting unions 
legislation on compulsory 
recognition and new rights to 
millions of employees. 

Union leaders clashed over 
the detailed provisions of the 
Employment Relations (“Fair- 
ness at Work”; Bin, but minis- 
ters seem to have largely 
resisted employer attempts to 
water down the proposals. 

The Government was keen 
to emphasise the “family- 
friendly” elements of the pro- 
posed law, which will include 
maternity leave of 18 weeks for 
all employees, benefiting 85,000 
women. Maternity leave of 40 
weeks will be enjoyed after one 
year's employment rather than 
two years, covering 50,000 more 
mothers. 

Under pressure from em- 
ployers, ministers withdrew 
plans to remove any compen- 
sation limit for unfair dismissal. 
Instead, it wQJ increase from 
£12,000 to £50,000. If a compa- 
ny refuses to reinstate a sacked 
worker it rises to £64,700. 

But employer groups said 
yesterday the Bill was unnec- 
essary and unwelcome. Ruth 
Lea. head of policy at the In- 
stitute of Directors, said: “The 
whole notion of compulsory 
trade union recognition is still 
unacceptable to us." Many of 
the family-friendly measures 
would be a burden on industry, 
particularly small companies, 
she added 

The Department of TVade 
and Industry has made few 
major concessions on union 
recognition to the Confedera- 
tion of British Industiy and 
New Labour hawks in the 
Downing Street Policy Unit. 

Trade unionists believe the 
membership and rules of en- 


By Barrie clement 
L abour Editor 

New Rights 
AT WORK 

■Extension of maternity 
leave to 1€ weeks, in line 
with maternity pay 
■40 weeks’ maternity 
leave after one year’s em- 
ployment. instead of two 
■Three months’ parental 
leave, including adoptive 
parents 

■Right to return to job, 
or “suitable alternative* 
■Time off for domestic 
emergencies 

■Compensation of up to 
£64.700 for unfair 
dismissal 

■Rights to compulsory 
union recognition where 
there are more than 20 
employees iF they want it 
■Shield against prejudice 
for union membership, or 
non-membership 
■ A ban on “blacklisting” 
of trade unionists 
■Right to be represented 
in disciplinary and serious 
grievance hearings 
■Protection against unfair 
sacking for those involved 


gagement of the Central Arbi- 
tration Committee, which will 
police the law, will have a sub- 
stantial impact Stephen Byers, 
Secretary of State at the DTI, 
said the proposals constituted 
•fairness not favours. I don’t see 
the Bill acting as a recruiting 
agent for the unions," he said 
“It is no job of a Labour gov- 
ernment to be the Fifth Caval- 
ry. rushing over the hill to 
save unions from declining 
membership." 

Under the proposals, unions 


wiHwmcompulsozyrecogtn^ 
ifthey win a majority in a bal- 
lot representing at least 40 per 
cent of the relevant workforce: 
Unions with 50 per cent mem- 
bership will normaHy be award- 
ed automatic bargaining rights. 

The provisions are unlikely 
to lead to wholesale unionisa- 
tion - less than a quarter of 
workers are union members - 
but they could have a particu- 
lar impact in some industries 
such as the service sector and 
newspapers. Unions have a 
“hit list" of big companies 
where they believe they can win 
a negotiating agreement 

Even where unions are not 
recognised, employees will 
have the right to be accompa- 
nied and represented by a 
union official in disciplinary 
and serious grievance hear- 
ings where legal rights are at 
issue. Until now, in some work- 
places their representatives 
have been discouraged or even 
banned 

Mr Byers said the Bill would 
fulfil the Government’s mani- 
festo commitments to provide 
for the first time all employ ees 
with “decent minimum stan- 
dards”, and the proposals 
would usher in a new era of co- 
operation between workers and 
employers. 

Ian McCartney, Minister of 
State at the DTI, who was re- 
sponsible for most of the de- 
tailed work of the Bill, said it 
would provide “partnership" 
in the workplace. Ate are on the 
threshold of a renaissance in 
employment relations," he said 

John Edmonds, leader of 
the GMB general union, wel- 
comed the Bill as the “first 
step” towards fairness at work. 

But he also wants vocation- 
al training to be part of the bar- 
gaining agenda where unions 
are recognised 
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ter of Horatio Nelson, comes fece to fece with a model of the great sea hero who 


French at the battles of the Nile and Trafalgar, at the Royal Navy Museum in Portsmouth 


Government adverts to cost £80m 


"?* F 


THE GOVERNMENT has in- 
creased its spending on ad- 
vertising by over one-third this 
year and is now planning to 
start sponsoring or making 
television programmes to put 
across its message. 

The Central Office of Infor- 
mation. the department that 
co-ordinates government ad- 
vertising, confirmed yesterday 
that it is likely to spend £80m in 
the year to March, compared 
with £59m last yean 

More than £9m has been 
spent on promoting the “New 
Deal” on jobs, and £4.5m on 
warning businesses to get 


By Paul McCann 
Media Editor 

ready for the single European 
currency. A further £22m is 
being spent on promoting the 
working family tax credit, the 
campaign to promote aware- 
ness of pensions mis-selling, a 
government jobline and a child 
literacy campaign. An extra 
£50m is to be spent over the 
next three years to encourage 
people to give up smoking 
A spokesman for the COl 
said yesterday that the Gov^ 
ernment’s advertising expen- 
diture fluctuates depending on 


the stage in the parliamentary 
cycle: “It’s not like the Gov- 
ernment is a factory which 
produces a steady stream of 
products to be promoted There 
is ongoing work, like the ‘Kill 
%urSpeeff campaign, but then 
there are things that rely on the 
Government’s programme.” 

It was also revealed yester- 
day that the Government is 
looking for a specialist spon- 
sorship agency to allow It to 
sponsor radio and television 
programmes, and even fund 
programmes that promote its 
campaigns. Samantha Mercer; 
head of sponsorship at the COL 


told Marketing Week maga- 
zine: “We are looking at spon- 
sorship propositions for 
government departments. It 
could involve making a pro- 
gramme about the life of a 
young recruit in die Army.” 

The Government is likely to 
use sponsorship to support 
non-contentious issues such 
as the campaign against drink- 
driving and the promotion of 
organ donation for transplant 
surgery. 

The current administration 
has been described as the most 
“advertising literate” govern- 
ment ever to hold office. Min- 


isters are increasingly de- 
manding to have a say on the 
appointment of advertising 
agencies as well as approval of 
campaigns. Industry experts at- 
tribute the Government’s in- 
terest to the Labour Party's 
conversion to advertising dur- 
ing its long period in opposition 
and the feet that many minis- 
ters mix socially with people 
from the world of advertising. - 
The 1998-99 budget for ad- 
vertising is the Governments 
biggest for seven years.The 
last patch of very high spending 
coincided with the Conserva- 
tives’ privatisation programme. - 



GOLDEN GLOBE AWARDS — 

Best Picture • — - «« 


WINNER 


BEST ACTRESS Com toy or Musk. as. - GWYNETH PALTROW 
BEST SCREENPLAY - MARC NORMAN / TOM STOPPARD 



I DOUBT IF WE LL SEE A BETTER BRITISH FILM 


Barry Norman s Film Nioht 
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A CLASSIC ROMANTIC COMEDY, SPARKLING WITH WIT 
AND WONDERFUL PERFORMANCES. ★★★★★” 


Chrktcvhe* Tooket - Daily Mail 


..The brilliance of Gwyneth Paltrow. If you see a better 

PERFORMANCE IN A FILM THIS YEAR, I'll EAT MY CODPIECE.” 


Cosmo Ian desman - Sunday Tlmes 
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Access is 
JGamm denied to 

Britons 
in Yemen 
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jjTJE YEMENI authorities were 
'oack- tracking yesterday on a 
promised medical examination 
of five Britons and an Algerian, 
on trial in Aden for allegedly 
planning a bombing campaign. 

In court earlier in the week, 
the accused men shouted from 
the dock that they had been sys- 
tematically tortured by meth- 
ods that included electric 
shocks, beatings on the feet 
suspension, sexual abuse and 
sleep deprivation. 

Dr Saddaf Alam a GP from 
Manchester, who specialises 
in treating the after-effects of 
torture, expected to be allowed 
into Aden central prison after 
the judge in charge of the case 
said that a foreign medical spe- 
cialist could be present while a 
Yemeni doctor examined the 
men. But Dr Alam said yester- 
day: “It does not look good. 
Everything the judge promised 
'■/as been retracted" 

At first, the prosecutor had 
seemed willing to let him see 
the group, arrested in Aden on 
24 December but later changed 
his mind Dr Alam added' “If 
they have nothing to hide why 
are they doing this?" 
c - Dr Alam said that Sirmad 
' ' Ahmed 21, and Mohsin Gha- 
lam- both students, ap- 
peared to have been singled out 
• •• for especially harsh treatment 
~ They told family members of 
other prisoners who visited 
them after the first day of their 
’ - a:- trial, that they had both been 
' ‘ >:• <£pped naked and sexually 
■■'“v* at/used. They said their thumbs 
> “w'rre pressed to a metal bar for 

•~7.z 20 seconds at a tune" and they 
were given electric shocks. 

- The investigators may have 

- ' : focused on the two because Mr 


By Patrick Cockri'rn 
in Aden 


F 


G ha lain is the stepson of Abu 
Hamza al Masri - the militant 
Islamic sheikh from Finsbury 
Park, north London - and Mr 
Ahmed is believed by the 
Yemeni authorities to belong to 
Mr Masri 's group, the Sup- 
porters of the Sharia (Islamic 
Law). During the trial Mr 
Ahmed said: “They have been 
treating us like animals." 

The worst torture, according 
to the men’s account, appears 
to have occurred in the first 
days after the men were ar- 
rested. They were forced to 
stand against a wall for five days 
and beaten if they fell asleep or 
moved Maleh Nasser Harhara, 
a student in computer studies 
from Birmingham, was trussed 
up with a bar under his knees 
and was beaten on the feet 

But the beatings have con- 
tinued throughout their im- 
prisonment When the group 
went to sign confessions in the 
prosecutor's office, they say 
they were told “If you change 
a word in Ihe document, you wfll 
get worse than you got be- 
fore." They say that each of the 
confessions is a combination of 
statements they were forced to 
sign earlier without reading, 
and in some cases they were 
blindfold at the time. 

The five Britons say they 
were seen by a Yemeni doctor, 
but his examination consisted 
of asking them: “Are you OK? 
Dr Alam suspects the investi- 
gators may want the worst 
signs of torture to disappear 
before they allow the prisoners 
to be seen by an independent 
medical expert 


SPMI Heseltine tells 
iHKai Blair: join euro 
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MICHAEL HESELTINE is ready 
to break Tory ranks and cam- 
paign for Britain to join the sin- 
gle currency - if Tony Blair 
agrees to lead toe crusade 
jme former Deputy Prime 
Minister coined his offer to join 
an all-party campaign with a 
strong attack on Mr Blair’s 
failure to “come off the fence" 
and declare (he Government in- 
tended to join the euro. 

Last night Mr Heseltine de- 
scribed Mr Blafr as “the real vil- 
lain of the piece, toe real villain 
of Europe” because he knew 
the longer Britain waited, “the 
worse deal we will get”. 

Mr Heseltine said, on BBC 
Radio's The Week rn Westmin- 
ster programme: “He is now in- 
dulging in his classic political 
posture of never offending any- 
body. Well, you cant govern in 
that context You have to be a 
leaden He’s signally foiling to be 
a leaden” 

Mr Heseltine suggested that 
he and other pro-EU Tories, 
as Kenneth Clarke, would 
William Hague by en- 
dorsing a move by Mr Blair to 
join toe single currency. 

Tt is up to him to give a lead. 
When that happens, all sorts of 


By Andrew Grice 
and Stephen castle 


things may happen. Public 
opinion might move, a whole 
range of people might start ar- 
guing the pro case,” he said. 

But he warned Mr Blair that 
the campaign on “the most 
overarching issue of our time 
would have no credibifity unless 
the Prime Minister led it If be 
failed to do so, he would be 
“guilty of the abdication of 
British self-interest". 

Mr Heseltine dismissed 
as “incomprehensible" Mr 
Hague's polity of ruling out 
British membership in this Par- 
liament and the next 

Tomorrow Mr Blair will try 
to boost his European creden- 
tials with other EU leaders by 
signing up to Labour’s most 
positive European policy state- 
ment so for at a meeting of so- 
cialist party leaders in Vienna. 

They will approve a joint 
manifesto for the European 
Parliament elections in June, 
calling for economic and tax co- 
ordination. It also unreserved- 
ly backs the single currency, 
and goes beyond Labour’s po- 
sition in several areas. 
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IN BRIEF 

Police get longer to question man 

DETECTIVES WERE yesterday given another 36 hours to 
question a man aged 71 over a series of alleged serious sex 
offences in the 1970s. Sidney Cooke was arrested on 
Tuesday at Yeovil by Thames Valley Police. Vfest Berkshire 
magistrates granted detectives a further 36 hours to 
question him at Newbury police station. 

Whites ‘likeliest race victims 9 

WHITE PEOP LE are more likely to be victims of racially 
motivated crime than those from ethnic minorities in 
Bradford, Rfest Yorkshire, according to a police survey 
released yesterday. It found 32 per cent of race victims in 
the city were white, 29 per cent Pakistani, 9 per cent black, 
4 per cent Indian and 2 per cent Bangladeshi. 

GP to stand trial for two murders 

A family doctor who is charged with killing eight of his 
women patients was committed for trial for two murders. 
Harold Shipman, 52, of Row Cross Green, Mottram, 

} ' Ifempgirig. is tn appear at Manchester Crown Court on l 
^March fora plea and directions hearing on all the charges. 

Singer signs up BBC’s Zoe 

BBC RADIO Maime d victory in its breakfast radio battle 

with Chris Evans when, a week before listening figures 

come out, his company, Ginger Productions, signed Zoe 
Ball to host an entertainment programme for Channel 4. 


Feud over toy lands brothers in court 
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Paul Tattoo showing his rare Th underbird Two model, which he claims his brother tried to get hold of 10 years ago 


Page One 


Bv John Davison 

A BITTER and long-running 
dispute was aired in court yes- 
terday after a police officer ar- 
rested his own brother for 
swearing at him after they 
clashed aver a rare and valu- 
able Th underbirds toy: 

Paul Thtton. 39. appeared on 
a charge of threatening behav- 
iour but Nottingham magis- 
trates dismissed the case after 
hearing of the feud. Mr Thtton 
is now planning to sue his 
younger brother PC Roy Lewis - 
Tart on. for false arrest 

The court was told that the 
feud started 10 years ago after 
Mr Ihtton accused his broth- 
er. a toy collector, of trying to 
get Mr Hatton’s young son to 
swap a Dinky’ toy of Thunder- 
bird Two, worth about £100. for 
a cheap Action Man. The men 
had barely spoken since, until 
an incident outside Mr Ihtton's 
home in Bilborough. Notting- 
hamshire. last October which 
culminated in the arrest 

PC Lewis -Tatton. of Long 
Eaton. Derbyshire, told the 
court that he arrested his 
brother because Mr Tatton had 
struck his own son. Cart, now 
18. and threatened himself and 
a fellow officer But Mr Tatton 
said: “I think Roy was using tiis 
position as a police officer to 
have a go at me about previous 
family feuds. 1 can't see us 
being reconciled after this. " 

Nottinghamshire Police 
confirmed that Mr Tattoo's ar- 
rest was being investigated 
after an official complaint. 
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TOSHIBA 

300MHz AMD K6-2 
Processor 

• 32Mb RAM. 

• 4.0Gb Hard Disk. 

• 512k Cache Memory. 

• 13.CT Dual Scan Colour Display. 

• 24x CD-ROM. 

• v.90 Modem. 

• Windows 95/98 Dual Boot 

• MS Works 97. 

MODEL: Satellite 2520 CDS. 





NEW 


32Mb SDRAM, 

2.1Gb Hard Disk (Detachable), 
12.1" TFT Colour Display, 
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Windows 98, 
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32Mb SDRAM, 

3.2Gb Hard Disk, 

1Z 1 ’ HRA Colour Display, 
512k Cache Memory. 

24x CD-ROM, 

Windows 98, 

Sony Imaging Software. 
MODEL PCG-745U. 
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Tiny figleaf covers up the Tories’ rampant manhood 

v7 . u.-p 11 reoresented on 


I assume the Chancellor had a bad- 
tempered breakfast listening to 
BBC Radio's Today programme as 
John Maples outed the Treasury as 

the only government department historical toomote irom uenms francs mauae - they rapidly re- t& - m umu bwui uwar own nscuro c .u «» — ailment ity."iN0 son*: — ZZZ7Z- 

that had failed to respond to ques- Skinner who reminded the House verted to taunting the Opposition. BL . a “verges on fishonesty”. There was past , GiW >7-> Miss said scornfully. f estu T GS ??S| l ‘ 

tions about ministerial travel. that he was old enough to remem- Occasionally Labour backbenchers gP- a scandaIiscd “ooohh’* from Tory “Was it Mr [Niro 1 _ snitcb . the opposition benchea-unfornij 

The trip to the House, made for ber the time when Tories demand- would offer a bit of mollifying syco- members, but her reluctant apolo- asked stera^im^ ^ nately she had missed the arrival 

reasons of presentation on the ed to know why Labour ministers phancy, as if to defuse the situation, & ®drit ad® hangs down. es had fingereome of Julie Krkbride, who tad dipped 

Treasury tandem (cost to the tax- hadn’t flown in Concorde. but it rarely worked- Mr Brown As she sat down after a particu- fevjyou msuitM ™ n timedre- to quietiy. effectively disabhug her 

paver, 0.1 7p for inner-tube depre- But by this time everybody was would look momentarily soothed by THOMAS taiy vacuous evasion, the phrase of this country bus* wg^ead while it was stui in are arc 

ciatlom clearly hadn’t improved in a right old mood anyway - the the flattery and then struggle free ixxvm.ya.iw “stupid woman” sang out from the galfy- Asimoneoimemiw w ^ -^ryMPS turned to jab 

his humour either, because he ar- tone of general irascibility having to throw another wild punch. SUTCLIFFE Conservative benches. Now it was asfeyou to wrthma _ fl]rfrfsexua i their fingers proudly at Ms Kirk- 

rived on the front bench in a sin- been set from the start by the This wasn’t just a matter of way- Labour’s turn to complain to Mss. After that a ^ bride, who had preserved their 

gularly stroppy mood, even by his Chancellor and his equally ag- ward testosterone, either; because blow. Dawn Primarolo went first. One of the rough boys had said a ant ^[ ,lll ®5. d V hardIv surpris- modesty at the very last moment - 

own high standards of unprovoked gressive lieutenant Alan Mfiburn. the Treasury’s three frontbencfa like a snotty cabin attendant for a bad word. Miss, who hadn't heard ceeamgs. iws was y r ^ barely adequate figlem 

belligerence. The embarrassment Both men reacted to every inter- women were determined to match budget airline, the enunciation the insult announced that no one ing as the Tory J^easmy ^ paly’s rampant manhood, 

in question never actually materi- vention as if someone had ddiber- their boss blow for condescending lessons slowly beginning to unpeel was going for playtime until she entirely male, while wo 


alised incidentally, a halfhearted at- 
tempt by John WiUdnson being 
quickly seen off by collective face- 
pulling from the front bench and a 
historical footnote from Dennis 
Skinner who reminded the House 
that he was old enough to remem- 
ber the time when Tories demand- 
ed to know why Labour ministers 
hadn't flown in Concorde. 

But by this time everybody was 
in a right old mood anyway - the 
tone of general irascibility having 
been set from the start by the 
Chancellor and his equally ag- 
gressive lieutenant Alan Mfiburn. 


atety nudged a pint ofbeer into then- 
laps. Whatever the subject of the 
question - and there was at least one 
uncomfortably awkward one from 
Frauds Maude - they rapidly re- 
verted to taunting the Opposition. 
Occasionally Labour backbenchers 
would offer a bit of mollifying syco- 
phancy, as if to defuse the situation, 
but it rarely worked. Mr Brown 
would look momentarily soothed by 
the flattery and then struggle free 
to throw another mid punch. 

This wasn’t just a matter of way- 
ward testosterone, either because 
the Treasury’s three frontbencfa 


THE SKETCH 



as the passengers got increasing- found out wiia^had lfhed 

ly rowdy She was the first member by whom. Ms Pl ? nai J l ° n tJv at 
to get a warning, after suggesting the offiffldiiig phrase tiy 
that the Opposition's selective am- he; like oneofLesItewso^ snorm 


unusually well represented on &e 
government side. w ^ 


nesia about their own record 
“verges on dishonesty”. There was 
a scandalised “ooobh" from Tory 
members, but her reluctant apolo- 
gy didn’t calm things down. 

As she sat down after a particu- 


ern women negotiating her way 


to abandon economic poBcy^dto- 
aether in favour of tele ™' 
itv “Not one woman member” , ste- ■ 

“v- . _ ... k.^nnomwcol 


THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 

blow. Dawn Primarolo went first, 
Iflcp a snotty cabin attendant for a 


Maude claims 
Brown wants 
to join ERM 


THE CHANCELLOR. Gordon 
Brown, was accused of want- 
ing to take Britain back into the 
exchange-rate mechanism yes- 
terday when Tbries claimed 
he was dodging the question of 
whether he planned to shadow 
the euro. 

But Mr Brown made clear 
during Question Time that, 
under the Amsterdam treaty, 
entry into the ERM before join- 
ing the single currency was vol- 
untary “Bfe have no intention of 
rejoining the BUM,’' he said. 

Francis Maude, the shadow 
Chancellor; said exchange-rate 
stability was necessary for two 
years before Britain could enter 
the single currency. 

That would require a change 
of the remit of the Bank of Eng- 
land’s Monetary' Policy Com- 
mittee because it would have to 
pursue interest rates in line with 
the 1 1 countries presently in the 
currency union. 

Mr Maude said stringent 
measures to achieve conver- 
gence were necessary now if the 
Government intended to join the 
euro soon after the next general 
election, probably in 2002. 


MONETARY UNION 

By Sarah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 

Quoting an article by Gavyn 
Davies, a senior adviser to Mr 
Brown and a partner at Gold- 
man Sachs, Mr Maude said: 
“Mr Davies said at some point 
the Bank of England will have 
to be told to shadow the euro in- 
stead of inflation for a two- 
year period to stabilise 
exchange rates ahead of join- 
ing. Do you agree with that" 

The Chancellor, replying, at- 
tacked the Tories for being 
“obsessed” with the ERM be- 
cause of the debacle on Black 
Monday 1993 when Britain was 
forced out of the mechanism. 

“When you were at the Trea- 
sury as a minister your gov- 
ernment took us in and we had 
to leave ignominiouslv as a re- 
sult of your mistakes,- he told 
Mr Maude. 

Mr Brown said he had out- 
lined the five convergence cri- 
teria in 1997 and he would not 
join the single currency unless 
it was in the British national in- 
terest to do so. 


In a briefing to parliamen- 
tary journalists. Mr Maude 
later attacked the Chancellor 
and accused him of “ducking a 
key question. 

“The condition for entry to 
have exchange-rate stability is 
there for vety good reasons. Fbr 
Britain to join the euro without 
our economy being aligned 
wito the Continent would be dis- 
astrous both for Britain and the 
euro area. 

“That is why there is a treaty 
obligation to shadow the euro 
for two years" 

The uncertainty surrounding 
Mr Brown’s policy could po- 
tentially destroy the credibility 
of the Bank’s anti-inflationary 
policy, Mr Maude added 

“So either Gordon Brown 
thinks this stability will occur 
by magic, or he is hiding his 
true intention to force the 
pound to shadow the euro. If 
this is what he intends to do he 
should say so and spell out the 
consequences. 

“He should tell us whether 
he is intending to direct his 
whole economic policy to abol- 
ishing the pound.” he said. 



Sarah Wood, Lindsey Calon and Elizabeth Howard had tea at 10 Downing Street yesterday after an invitation 
from Cherie Blair, who asked their MR Edward Gamier (C, Harfooroagh) to bring them along Fiona Hanson 


New site 
to cost 
£12m for 
each MP 

parliament 

By Sa rah Schaefer 

THE NEW Westminster building 

for MPs and their staff will cost 
more per user than any other 
buildin g in Britain, it was 
claimed yesterday. 

An article in the trade mag- 
azine Building says that 
Portcullis House, at the bottom 
of Whitehafl. will cost GAn per 
ME A breakdown of costs for 
the £250m project due to open 
in spring 2001. found that fur- 
niture costs, including English 
oak tables and chairs, will come 
to £14,761 per member. 

Plants for a restaurant in a 
covered courtyard will cost 
£200,000. with fixtures and fit- 
tings adding another £500.000. 
Sandstone columns will cost an- 
other £3m, and £600.000 will go 
on office chairs and blinds and 
windows will cost £l-2m. 

The building is to be clad in 
blast-proof bronze at a cost of 
£3Qm, and the roof will add an- 
other £13 ul Legal, architec- 
tural and engineering fees add 
£42m, says Budding. 

The luxury building is de- 
signed to provide offices and 
conference rooms for more than 
200 backbenchers and their 
staff who cannot be housed in 
the Palace ofWestminsteE It has 
already run into problems after 
concrete “stitches” built into its 
sides were found to be too 
weak. 
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Blair praises New Deal 
as national jobs crusade 
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TOtTj- BLAIR hailed the Gov- 
ernment’s flagship New Deal 
policy as a “national crusade" 
yesterday despite new figures 
showing that more than half of 
its trainees ended back up on 
the dole. 

The Prime Minister said he 
was “immensely proud" of the 
scheme as be revealed that it 
had passed the landmark figure 
of 100.000 participants. 

Vet the statistics also 
showed that 53 per cent of 
leavers from the New Deal's 
full-time education and training 
option failed to secure unsub- 
sidised work. The programme 
uses cash from the £5.2bn wind- 


Questions 

and 

ANSWERS 

Uranium riddle 
at Dounreay 

AN INVESTIGATION has 
confirmed a quantify of 
weapans-grade uranium 
was unaccounted for at 
the Dounreay nuclear 
plant in Scotland, the 
Energy minister, John 
Battle, disclosed. 

Digital shares 

RADIO GROUPS will be 
allowed to hold unlimited 
shareholdings in up to 
five companies or 
consortia with digital 
licences, Culture minister 
Janet Anderson, 
announced. 

Ethical export 

THE AMOUNT of 
taxpayers’ money that 
•was used to help military 
equipment exports to 
Indonesia dropped 
sharply fast year after 
pressure on the 
Government to comply 
with its “ethical foreign 
policy”, the Defence 
Secretary. George 
Robertson, said. 


EMPLOYMENT 

By Pall Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 

fall levy on privatised utilities 
to put 18 to 24-year-olds in jobs, 
training or work experience. 

Labour pledged in its man- 
ifesto to use the New Deal to 
take 250,000 people under 25 off 
benefit and help them into 
work. But the Tories seized on 
the figures to claim that Ihe pol- 
icy had failed miserably and 
was a means of massaging the 
unemployment statistics. 

Damian Green, the shadow 
Employment minister, said the 
cost per job of the New Deal 


was £11,000, a rale mud) more 
expensive than any previous 
“job creation" scheme. 

'The most disturbing fact is 
that more than ha If of those who 
sign up for education and train- 
ing for the New Deal still do not 
go into unsubsidised jobs. This 
is a serious blow to Labour’s 
flagship policy." he said. 

“How can they claim this is 
a sensible use of taxpayers' 
money? With ajob lost every 10 
minutes and the New Deal in- 
creasingly showing itself as an 
expensive failure, this Gover- 
ment is betraying the young un- 
employed.” 

Earlier, Mr Blair said the 


Backbenchers 

query ‘high-life’ 


New Deal had already halved 
the rate of voulh unemployment 
since the Government came 
into office and offered real hope 
for youngsters facing long-term 
unemployment. The Prime 
Minister was joined by David 
Blunkett, Secretary of State 
for Education and Employ- 
ment, as he revealed that 40,000 
employers had signed up and 
44,000 youngsters had gone 
into unsubisidised jobs. 

“I believe it is a sort of quiet 
youth revolution in the making 
and is literally transfor ming 
the prospects of thousands of 
youngsters up and down the 
country," Mr Blair said. 

[THEli^uSE I 


MINISTERS WERE warned yes- 
terday that their own back- 
benchers were “not very 
happy" about suggestions they 
were “living the High life” at tax- 
payers' expense. 

The outburst by Dennis 
Skinner, the MP for Bolsover. 
during Question 111110 followed 
several reports that Jack Cun- 
ningham, the cabinet enforcer 
and other ministers had taken 
the Concorde to ministerial 
meeting although cheaper 
flights would have been avail- 
able. There have also been al- 
legations of ministers staying in 
luxury hotels and dining ouL 

"Some of us on this side of 
the House are not very happy 
about the way in which people 
want to live the high life, fly Con- 
corde and the rest of it," Mr 
Skinner said. 

He drew laughter from MPS 
when he added: "With the 
Tories we can’t get it right 
Thirty years ago they criticised 
us for not taking the Concorde," 

But Alan Mflbum, the Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury, in- 
sisted that strict ministerial 
codes were being observed 
when travel arrangements 
were made. 

Die Prime Minister’s Official 
Spokesman also tried to quell 


EXPENSES 

By Sara h Schaefer 

the row. saying the cost for over- 

seas trips had fallen under this 
Government. Despite minis- 
ters mcreased responsibilities 

during Britain’s presidency of 
the European Union and its 
chairmanship of G8 and Com- 
monwealth Summit, the cost for 
travel was between £5 m 

»" i» it? 

whereas a had been between 

£6m and £8m during thefast 
Tory government. 

He said the cost for the cur- 
Mm. William Hague, when a 

3s5JS*« 

..J 1 ?!; s P°kesman indicated 
toat the Government would fo 
fotore refuse to answer que^ 
tions about tra ve , arr ^ 

rh ^? s Maud e, the shadow 
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Pensions elai 

2f«™aj),thefon 
sooal security ministe 
attacked the 
Government’s pension 

reforms as “appalling” 

becausA f hm. — . 


^ ueneni 
While at present one 
three retired in such 
arcums tances,that 
Proportion would onl 
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haeiftbe reforms w 
“hplemented. 
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Opera House cuts 
prices in ‘new era’ 
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By David Lister 
Arts News Editor 

THE ROYAL. Opera House spelt 
out its masterplan for becom- 
ing the people's opera yester- 
day. In a big change of ethos 
to respond to the criticisms and 
crises of recent years, ticket 
prices will be reduced, the new 
House at Coven t Garden is to 
be open all day and there will 
be weekly free lunchtime 
concerts. 

The ROH also announced its 
new programme yesterday. It 
will include a festival to mark 
Covent Garden’s reopening in 
November with concert per- 
formances from Placido 
Domingo. Angela Gheorghiou 
and Roberto Alagna. It will also 
stage new- specially commis- 
sioned ballets choreographed 
by William Forsythe. Twyla 
Tharp and Ashley Page among 
others, followed by a more tra- 
ditional season of opera and bal- 
let. The Royal Ballet will also 
perform The Nutcracker on 
Millennium Eve. 

Michael Kaiser, the Ameri- 
can executive director brought 
in to turn round the fortunes of 
the House in central London, 
said it was “the start of a new 
era”. He added that the 
House’s current deficit of £i4m 
would definitely be cleared by 
March 2000. 

The ROH. which has had a 
massive uplift in its public sub- 
sidy from £i4m to £20m a yean 
will reduce its highest ticket 
price from £250 to £150. Seat 
prices wQl be lower on Fridays 
and Saturdays than the rest of 
the week. Tickets will start as 
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Singers Placido Domingo and Angela Gheorghiou 



low as £6 and more than half the 
house will be priced at under 
£45 even on Monday to Thurs- 
day evenings. The top price for 
a Royal Ballet performance 
will be £G0. with over half the 
tickets costing less than £30. 
Formerly the best Royal Ballet 
.seats were £70. 

Asked whether a top price of 
£150 for opera did not still seem 
a lot for a publicly funded in- 
stitution. Mr Kaiser replied: 
“On Friday and Saturday nights 
the top price will be £85. In over 
half the House prices are £40 or 
less and most people buy at the 
mid-price. There will now be a 
much more unified audience. 
We have a very ftili and very 
rich programme. We are offer- 
ing these things at prices that 
are affordable, and we are re- 
opening on time. 

“The new studio theatre ex- 
cites me most with its weekly 
free lunchtime concerts. I think 
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Drugs testing 
at workplace 
‘inaccurate’ 


that shows we are entering a 
new era." 

Other key aspects of Mr 
Kaiser’s masterplan include: 
■ Opening the Opera House all 
day for the first time in its his- 


tory for tours, meals and drinks 

■ Enhanced educational pro- 
grammes with lectures, music 
workshops and dance clubs 
plus the usual school matinees 

■ Daily use of the new studio 
theatre seating 420 people for 
lunchtime recitals, education 
and community events 

■ A new ballet studio space 
seating 200 with workshops 
and small-scale performances 
programmed by Royal Ballet 
principal dancer Deborah BulL 

But despite the optimism at 
Covent Garden yesterday the 
House is still without an artis- 
tic director to work alongside 
Mr Kaiser. TVvo Americans, 
Sarah Billinghurst of the Met- 
ropolitan Opera in New York 
and the freelance director 
Francesca Z am be do, have 
been approached but have 
turned die job down. Mr Kaiser 
said the board was “actively 
seeking" an artistic director. 
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The Royal Opera House in Covent Garden, which will bold a festival in November to mark its reopening 
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A SENIOR government scientist 
said yesterday he feared peo- 
ple were losing their jobs be- 
cause they were showing 
positive for heroin in drug tests 
after taking cough mixtures. 

Dr David Ostleton, of the 
Forensic Science Service, said 
the presence of the analgesic 
codeine in many common med- 
icines and painkillers was lead- 
ing to people being wrongly 
accused of using opiates. 

He said: “My big concern is 
that if employers do not do 
confirmatory testing then there 
is an opportunity for a miscar- 
riage of justice to occur" 

Dr Ostleton, who was speak- 
ing yesterday at a Standing 
Conference on Drug Abuse de- 
bate in London on drug testing, 
highlighted a range of flaws in 
testing methods increasingly 
being used by employers. 

The use of poorly trained peo- 
ple to carry out testing could 
easily lead to the contamination 
of samples. 

Testing involving hair sam- 
ples - rather than blood, saliva 
or urine -is more likely to show 
positive against dark-haired 
people than those with grey 
hair Some cannabis smokers 
use commercially available di- 


By Ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 

uretics products that can some- 
times lead to the drug being so 
diluted it is undetectable. 

Drug testing is expanding in 
a rapid but haphazard manner 
in workplaces. The UK Stand- 
ing Committee to Develop 
Guidelines for Workplace Drug 
Tests will publish a report in 
July designed to establish a 1 
standard blueprint 

Mike Goodman, of the drug 1 
advice charity Release, said 
more people were contacting 
bis organisation over fears 
about drug testing than any 
other issue, including the ef- 
fects <rf Ecstasy. 

He said: The number one 
question by a million miles is 
’How long does cannabis stay 
in the system?"’ 

Other clients had said they 
had tested positive for opiates 
after eating poppy seeds on 
French bread. 

Eariiet; the UK Anti-Drugs 
Co-ordinatoc Keith HellaweU, 
said drug testing in the work- 
place should be an “integral 
part" of a company's health and 
safety policy, and should also 
indude alcohoL 


Custody fight for 
battered chimp 


By linus gbegoriadis 

A CUSTODY BATTLE crveran or- 
phaned chimpanzee abused by 
Mary Chipperfield began yes- 
terday when the animal’s new 
guardians launched a national 
campaign to keep her. 

Trudy has spent the last 
nine months with a surrogate 
monkey family at a sanctuary 
in Dorset Bat Chipperfield, 
convicted on 12 counts of cru- 
elty to the animal at Andover 
Hampshire, says the chim- 
panzee she calls her “baby” 
should be returned because it 
is owned neither by her or her 
husband, Roger Cawley, but 
their company, Mary Chipper- 
field Promotions limited. 

Video footage at the trial 
showed Chipperfield beating 
the chimp with a riding crop 

whfle trying to put her to bed in 

a tiny box. Ttucty, who lived 
alone, was fed scrapsand spent 
up to 14 hours a day in the box. 

■frudi’s new guardian, Jim 
Cronin, director of Monkey 
World in Wareham. said yes- 
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Chipperfield: Says Itudy 
should be returned to her 

terday: T have launched a de- : 
fence fund to keep Triudy with 
her family I have been over- , 
whelmed by the public’s reac- 
tion, we have had them crying 
down the phone all morning. 

Animal Defenders; the group 
that secretty shot the videos, is 
also campaigning to keep Thirty 
at the sanctuary 
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l^RS AVAILABLE <7N ALL NEW Tt>Y6TA AVENSIS CARS REGISTERED BY 31st JANUARY 1999. 

With a choice of 1 .61 saloon or |.8i liftback. the sleek newAvensis SE boasts alloy wheels, air conditioning and radio/CD player as well as 2 years 
free servicing and a 3 year/60,000 mile warranty. That’s on top of twin front and side airbags, ABS. power front windows and mirrors and remote 
control central locking. Yet surprisingly it starts from just £13,495. Prospective buyers should contact us immediately. Before we change our minds. 

the car in front is a 

TELEPHONE 0800 777 555 www.toyotaLco.uk d W j v-v '• 


TELEPHONE 0800 777 555 www.toyotauco.uk lJ W z * /i * \ 

FREE SERVICING OFFER COVERS 2 YEARS (2 SERVICES) ON ALL NEW TOYOTA AVENSIS CARS REGISTERED BETWEEN 1 6 DECEMBER 1998 AND 31 JANUARY 1999 AND EXCLUDES ESTABLISHED FLEET OPERATORS DIPLOMATIC 
TAX FREE AND SPECIAL SALES PURCHASE SCHEMES. MODEL SHOWN AVENSIS l.SI SE 4 DOOR WITH OPTIONAL LUCERNE SILVER METALLIC PAINT AT *249, TOTAL PRICE £13,744. MODEL SHOWN SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY! 
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Widdecombe: I pay to see my doctor 


the SHADOW Health secre- 
tary, Ann Widdecombe, said 
yesterday she pays to see her 
own GR prompting govern- 
ment allegations that the 
Tories would privatise family 

doctor services. 

“If people want to pay their 
GP they should be allowed 
to,” she said. “'One of the things 
that gets me in the health ser- 
vice is that under this Gov- 
ernment there is the view that 
there is something immoral in 
paying for your own health. 

“There is nothing immoral 
in it," she told a Westminster 
press lunch. “1 pay to see my 
GR I choose to do that Nobody 
has compelled me but if I 
choose to do it, that is a per- 
fectly reasonable decision." 

Ms Widdecombe strongly 
denied she wanted to privatise 
the NHS, and the Tories would 
stick to the commitment to in- 
crease NHS spending in real 
terms year on year. She said 
the Tories would not charge for 
treatment that was already 
free on the NHS. but she left 
open the prospect of charging 
for new treatments, such as Vi- 
agra, the anti-impotence drug. 

Sources close to Frank Dob- 
son. the Secretary of State for 
Health, said Labour would use 
her remarks as a clear warn- 
ing the Tories were in favour 


By Coun Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 



of priva tising the NHS, in spite 
of her denials. “The cat is out 
of the bag - the Tories tried to 
privatise the NHS when they ' 
were in government It ap- 
pears they would do so now." 

The incoming Labour Gov- 
ernment looked at the possi- 
bility of charging a small fee, 

such as £5 per visit to see the 

GP, as part of a thorough re- 
view of NHS charges, but ruled 
out the idea last year. 

The BMA said it was rare far 
patients to choose to pay their 
GPs. “There are some GFs - 

not veiy many - who are in pri- 
vate practice and some who 
have private patients but this 
is not a big part of the NHS. 

“There are people who are 
philosophically disposed to- 
wards private care who choose 
to pay but it is a small part of 
the health service." 

Patients who chose to pay 
usually did so separately for 
each private consultation. 

Some busy ones pay to see GPs 
at the time they choose, rather 
than wait in the NHS surgery. 

There are moves by pri- 
vate insurance companies to 
set up groups of GPs operating 

^SlS 0Ct0IStarfr SScZTsEadow Health secretary 1 wfll pay my GP it l cnoose to' 
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“This dehumidifier 
will help to reduce 
condensation and it 
includes a dust filter ” 


COUN PINK 
Store Manager 
NEW B&Q TAUNTON 


uAMtn Ufueu vnif : Fireglo Slimline Coal Effect Gas Fire I 

3.1kW inset gas fire with cast brass front 
BUY THIS VTOTlItt . r-y ' a nd matching norvtarnish frame. 

variable flame/heat control settings, 
tlame supervision device and oxygen fSjjf i= ^ 
.depletion sensor. Fits brick chimney. > y 
pre-cast and pre-tobricated flues. 


FREE Regent Solid Pfne Mantel 
(NORMAL BAG PRICE £27.49) 

When you buy the Firegla Slimline 
Gas Fire. Unfinished pine ideal for 
varnishing, staining or painting. 
1054mm height x 1207mm width. 


B&Q 

24 Hour Plug -In 
Mechanical 
Quartz Timer 




Envirodry Extra Dehumidifier 

9.5 litre extraction per day. 
Adjustable humidistat. 

2 fan speeds. Operates 
down to 2°C. Continuous 
drainage facility. 

Black ash effect casing. 


Was Cl 99.99 


£179 


Also available: 

Envirodry Deluxe Dehumidifier 

10.5 litre extraction per day. 
Mahogany effect casing. 


Was £249.99 


£225 


Reus Benjamina 
Exotica Braided 
Weeping Fig 
in 21cm Pot 
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OPENING HOURS 
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I0an>4pm (where permitted). Scotland 9arrv4pm & Northern Ireland ipnvepm. 
Certain store hours may vary, please “phone your nearest store to confirm. 
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I Internet - hHp .7wTrw.tlrfC0.uK 1 
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the INLAND Revenue has 
been forced to apologise to 
hundreds of thousands of tax- 
payers after it effectively 
charged them double what thjty 

owed in tax assessments to be 

paid bv this Sunday. 

More than 800,000 self- 


-This is the last straw for 

a London: 





that appeared to demand their 

entire tax bm by 31 January, to 

fact, only half of the bill is due 

by that date. 

On 5 January the revenue in- 
formed tax agents the state- 
ments contained errors ana 
promised to said apologies to 
all affected taxpayers. The 
error involved extra lines on the 
statements apparently de- 
manding payments due for July 
by the end of January. 

In a letter to tax agents, a 
revenue official issued a second 
apology; telling agents the rev- 
enue was “extremely sorry 
about this". 

Officials added that because 
of the tight timetable, the 
Hawed statements would have 
to go out as they were. 

The letter says the problem 
has affected “around a quarter 
of statements issued". 

Taxpay ers are being asked to 
work out themselves how much 

they owe - in spite of the rev- 
enue’s guarantee that it would 

do this fix' taxpayers if returns 
were subnutted on time. 

Chas Rpy-Chowdry, senior 
technical officer at the Associ- 
ation of Chartered Certified 
Accountants, says: “These in- 
eornect tax demands have sown 
endless confusion. The rev- 
enue made a simple mistake - 
theyjust doubled what taxpay- 
ers should owe. 

“As far as most people are 
concerned, instead of paying 
£1.000. they are being asked to 
pay £2.000. In an economic 
downturn, when the self- 
employed are in hard times 
anyway, they still have to find 
funds which they hadn’t been 
expecting to pay. 


STIOUia at? ‘ 

the revenue hate them: when- 
everyoa ring up they apo tagise 
and ean'* work it out them- 
selves. And they invariably 
agree the statements are very 

emerged** 
the revenue confinnsitstan^ 

to net upwards of 

taxpayers in fines for failing to 

get tax returns in by thedead- 

gne of midnight on Simday. 

Last year, more than 6 1 \ B.ooo 
taxpayers missed the dead- 
line, each attracting a fine of 

E100. A further 400.000 missed 
the second deadline of 3lJuly. 

rfving the revenue a windfall ot - 
approximately £l07m in fines. 

Yesterday, only 7.24 million 
of the 9 million tax returns is- 
sued had been sent bade to the 

revenue’s offices, raising the 
likelihood of more than 100.000 
fines this yea, equivalent to a 
further £l00m for the Revenue. 

Tax returns will still be ac- 
cepted if they have arrive at the 

revenue’s offices by “first 
thing" on Monday. 

This year’s blunders follow 
a tittle-publicised but highly 
embarrassing mistake last 
year when computer systems 
at the revalue, designed by the 
US computer giant EDS. con- 
fused debits and credits. 

Tens of thousands of tax- 
payers faced demands for tax . 
owing when they were due a 

refund, or the promise of a re- 
fund when thqy in fact owed 
tax. 

Amid an outcry frbnrtax 
agents, the revenue apdqgfeeS 
and commissioned a ffifartty * 
how the problem demurred. 
Sources dose to the revennettf- 
fipfois describe the report as 
“damning^. But it - has never 
been published y 


DEBORAH ORR 

~i Labour’s attitude is a 
* classic example of the 
new cocaine socialism 
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So you haven't claimed on your 
home insurance recently? 
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Our home insurance gives 


you a no-claims discount and 
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Phone now for your individual 
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available on request. 
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Cancer drug 
may prove 
too costly 


Surgeon shortage hits transplants 


By Jeremy Laurance 
H ealth Editor 

TRANSPLANT SURGERY has 

lost its glamour and its future is 
threatened by a shortage of 
donor organs and growing dis- 
affection among young sur- 
geons. specialists said yesterday. 

Despite advances that have 
made transplantation the best 
treatment for roost patients 
whose organs have failed, the 
supply of organs is declining 
and the specialty is feeing a cri- 
sis. the Royal College of Sur- 
geons warned. 

The work has made Sir 
Magdi Yacoub, the heart trans- 
plant pioneer, an international 
celebrity, but new surgeons are 
put off by the heavy demands, 
which indude frequent all night 
and weekend operating. 

Sir Peter Morris, professor 
of surgery at Oxford Universi- 
ty, who chaired a college work- 
ing party on the problem, said: 
‘'The provision of organ trans- 
plantation as a service is on a 
knife edge. U is not seen as 
glamorous or as exciting as it 
was 20 years ago." 

Almost 1,300 organs taken 
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Transplant surgery has lost its glamour image among young surgeons because of its poor working hours and the declining number of organ donors 


JLMartra 


from 900 donors were trans- 
planted in 1997 but there are 
more than 4,500 patients on the 
waiting list Demand for organs 
is rising at over 3 per cent a year 
but the supply is felling Fewer 
people die in road accidents, a 


big source of organs, which 
are down by more than a third 
since the early 1980s because 
of safer cars and roads, and 
fewer die of brain haemor- 
rhages caused by stroke, down 
57 per cent since 1 976, because 


of improved medical care. 

The working party report, 
published yesterday, calls fora 
doubling in registered donors, 
from 5 to 10 million. Sir Peter 
said: “We would like to see 
organ donation discussed with- 


in families and by the public so 
it becomes part of the culture. 
When a loved one dies the fam- 
ily will then ask automatically 
for the organs to be used.” 

The increased use of living 
donors, who can give one kid- 


ney or a part of their liver, 
could also go “a long way” to 
solving the shortage, he said. 
That practice has grown in 
Sweden and the United States. 
However; the idea of an “opt 
out” scheme, under which peo- 


ple would be presumed to have 
consented to the removal of 
their organs after death, unless 
they had registered their op- 
position. was rejected. “That is 
a decision the public have to 
make;" Sir Peter said. 


Most organ transplants are 
carried out as emergencies 
after hours because of the 
shortage of operating theatre 
time and because the organs 
will not keep. 

Robert Bosuer, a cardiac 
transplant surgeon from Birm- 
ingham, said 98 per cent of 
heart and lung transplants 
were carried out after mid- 
night “There are 300 heart 
transplants a year and 10 to 20 
per cent die on the waiting 
list" be said. However, thou- 
sands more could benefit from 
transplants if more organs and 
surgeons were available. 

The report says transplants 
should be concentrated in 
20 hospitals, rather than the pre- 
sent 28, to ensure expertise is 
maintained and no surgeon is on 
call more than one night in faun 
rather than every other night 

There are 67 kidney trans- 
plant surgeons, 21 short of the 
total needed to cope with the ex- 
isting workload on a one in four 
rota, and 22 liver transplant sur- 
geons, 15 short of the number 
needed. “Consultant positions 
need to be made more attrac- 

■«-* «« n:_ rv*— 


Hen’s eggs 
help girls learn 
, about sex 


A HEN’S EGG is the latest re- 
cruit in the battle to stop un- 
wanted pregnancies. Teenage 
girls are being encouraged to 
care for an egg as if it were a 
baby, to give them a taste of life 
as carer and guardian. 

Dozens of schools in London 
are taking part in the initiative, 
organised by local health au- 
thorities and the Brook Advi- 
sory Centres. 

Each girl is encouraged to 
look after an egg for a week as 
if it were he - own baby She pre- 
pares a carrycot, lined with 
tissues, which she keeps with 
her at all times. The girt feeds 
and changes the egg six times 
a day, by replacing the tissues, 
and keeps a diary of the egg’s 
progress. 

Instructions issued to pupils 
aged 14 and 15 at the Maria Fi- 
delis Convent School in Cam- 
den stress that the egg must go 
ever ywh ere with the girt during 
the exercise. 

If you go out, you may put 
your egg in your carrycot in 
your bag but remember never 
to leave your bag unattended 

and don’t swing your bag about 

as you may break the egg. 

“If you break your egg you 
must tell someone at home 
and pay a pre-arranged fine 


By Louise Jury 


(perhaps the price of an egg) or 
do a household chore. Record 
it in your diary, stating how you 
broke it, how you felt about it 
and the reactions of the person 
you told. Get a new egg and con- 
tinue with the exercise.” 

A Camden council spokes- 
woman said it was part of a sex 
education project that was 
often followed by encourag- 
ing the teenagers to look after 
dolls simulating babies. 

“We all know about the huge 
problem of unwanted teenage 
pregnancies. This is an imagi- 
native project designed to get 
teenagers to really think about 
the consequences of unwanted 
pregnancies.” 

A Fbnrily Planning Associa- 
tion spokeswoman said the re- 
cent storm about teenage 
mothers and adoption had 
highlighted the problem of un- 
planned babies. !he association 
wanted improved and more 
widespread sex education. 

A Brook Advisory Centre 
spokeswoman said the project 
involved schools in Camden. Is- 
lington and Southwark. Young 
mothers and fathers also talk in 
schools about the realities of 

being a teenage parent 
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A DRUG licensed yesterday for 
the commonest type of brain 
cancer could ease the suffering 
of up to 2,000 people in Britain 
- if they can get hold of it 
Temozolomide is being de- 
scribed as the most important 
. brain cancer treatment for 20 
w years by the Cancer Research 
Campaign (CRC), whose sci- 
entists discovered it 
In trials, patients have seen 
a sharp improvement in symp- 
toms but its effect on survival 
r is so far limbed, extending life 

■i by about three months. 

Ffears were raised yesterday 
•: that some health authorities 

x and NHS trusts might resist 
2 using the drug because of the 
cost - £L,000-£2,000 per month 
per patient 

Temozolomide is marketed 
r under the brand name Tfemodal 
by the drug company Schering- 
Plough, which negotiated the 
worldwide rights with the CRCs 
commercial arm, Cancer Re- 
search Campaign Technology. 

John Simmons, Schering- 
Plough’s marketing develop- 
r meat manager; admitted being 
' * concerned that some patients 
who could benefit from the 
drug would be denied it. 

‘“Hus isn’t going to be a 
cheap drug, and unfortunately 
this wiB restrict its availability. 
There will be some NHS trusts 
who say, ‘Sony, our budget for 
cancer treatment is this and we 
can’t expand it any further’,” he 
said. 

Professor Gordon McVie, 


by Jeremy laurance 


director genera] of the CRC 
compared Temodal with ThxoL. 
a drug for ovarian cancer 
whose availability has been 
restricted by certain health 
authorities. 

He said: “I have no doubt 
whatsoever there is a pharmo- 
economic benefit from this 
drug. It’s early days. We don't 
know what it does in other 
cases of cancer and we’re 
watching very carefully. We 
need a mechanism in this coun- 
try to cope with our success. I 
don't think patients should be 
penalised.” 

The drug was licensed yes- 
terday by the European Med- 
ical Evaluation Agency for 
treatment in Britain and Eu- 
rope of advanced cases of a type 
of brain cancer called glioblas- 
toma, which affects about 2,000 
patients a year in the UK The 
disease, which accounts for 
some two-thirds of brain can- 
cers, is almost always fatal. 

Professor McVie said future 
studies would show what effect 
the drug had on earty-stage 
brain cancer and whether it 
should be combined with other 
treatments. It was posable that 
combining temozolomide with 
radiotherapy, currently the 
main treatment, could signifi- 
cant^ improve survival. 

A study was also underway 
to investigate whether temo- 
zolomide could help patients 
with skin cancer 
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Rival firms fight for 


A HI-TECH “millennium school” 
specialising in business, arts or 
sport is being proposed by bid- 
ders hoping to take over the 
first state school to be put out 
to tender. 

Private companies will out- 
line their aspirations for a fail- 
ing comprehensive school at 
Guildford, Surrey, in submis- 
sions to be put to parents today. 

The contractors hope to take 
over King’s Manor School next 
year under ground-breaking 
council plans to close the com- 
prehensive and reopen it under 

private management 

Three companies are in the 
pmnm g: Nord Anglia, a con- 
sultancy that runs a string of 
private schools, careers ser- 
vices and teacher- supply agen- 
cies; CFBT, a not-for-profit 
consultancy that is a major 
supplier of school inspectors; 
and 3E’s Enterprises, a com- 
pany set up by Kingshurst City 
Technology College in Solihull 
West Midlands. The most 
controversial bidden the Amer- 
ican-inspired Education Part- 
nership, has pulled out of the 
race, claiming English law 
would give it too little freedom 
to reform the school. 

None of the bidders is 
proposing to inject large 
amounts of extra money, but all 
are promising to turn the com- 
prehensive into a first-class 
school The winner will reopen 
the school next autumn. Private 
contractors will hire staff and 
appoint governors, and will be 
able to earn bonuses if exami- 
nation targets are met 


BY BEN RUSSELL 
Education Correspondent 


Nord Anglia, run by the 
multi-millionaire entrepreneur 
Kevin McNeany proposes “The 
Guildford Millennium School” 
with a strong bias towards in- 
dustry. The company’s pro- 



NigeUle Gruchy: Accused 
fnnnnil of abandonment 


posal says: “The new school will 
be close to business and will 
concentrate on giving all its 

pupils the skills that will lead to 

quality employment" Staff are 
offered an “exciting but perhaps 
a little unsettling” time. 

CFEtT is promising a school 
to “develop a leading-edge spe- 
cialism in the performing arts, 
drama or sporting arena", but 
concentrating on key skills, dis- 
cipline and better teaching. 
The company's outline says: 
“We are not coming to you with 


tempting bags of extra cash. 
CFBT does not believe the 
problems of the Eng’s Manor 

school are primarily caused by 

the shortage of money.” 

The 3E’s bid promises to 
plough any profits from the 
King's Manor contract back 
into the school and the Kings- 
hurst CTC. The company wants 
an arts college, with “students" 
rather than pupils, offering 
education to people of all ages. 

King’s Manor, which has 
places for 900 pupils but is only 

half foil slumped to the bottom 
of the Surrey league taWe. Only 

20 per cent of pupfls gained five 
or more good GCSEs this yean 

Dr Andrew Povey chairman 

of Surrey County Council's ed- 
ucation committee, said: “They 
are looking at making the school 
something different using tech- 
nology and lengthening the day 

- these are all the sorts of things 
which are required." 

But Nigel de Gruchy, gener- 
al secretary of the National 
Association of Schoolmasters 
Union of Women Teachers, ac- 
cused the authority of a “woe- 
ful abandonment" of its 
responsibility. “I have seen 
worse situations, and worse 
schools, turned round with the 
help of the local authority." 

Parents said their fears bad 

been allayed by meetings with 
the bidders. Ben Cartwright, 
chairman of the Eng’s Manor 
School Action Group, _ said: 
“There is a sense of optimism 

now that we are going to end up 

with a school that the commu- 
nity can be proud of." 



King's Manor School: Parents say they are 


Philip Meecki* y=j 


optimistic the takeover win produce a school the community can oe proud rf 

Unions bid to 
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TWO OF the biggest teaching 
iirrirms art* finalising bids torun 
one of the Government’s ex- 
perimental education action 
zones, the National Union of 
Teachers revealed last night 

The NUT is in “the advanced 
stages" of talks with a local au- 
thority to become a partner in 
a bid, and the Association of 
Teachers and Lecturers con- 
firmed it would enter the bid- 
ding for the next 15 zones. 

The NUT plans an action 
zone covering the Blackbird 
Leys housing estate in Oxford, 
the scene of riots in 1991 and 
1992. Oxfordshire’s chief edu- 
cation officer; Graham Bad- 
man, said the proposed zone 
would cover a secondazy school 
and 20 firet, middle and special 
schools in Oxford. 

The bid, the first toy a teach- 
ers’ union, will be hugely con- 
troversial Rank and file union 
members have expressed hos- 
tility to the zones, launched by 
the Government last year to 
test radical reform of schools. 

Teachers have opposed pr*^ 
posals for extending the school 
day and the academic year; as 
weD as the zones’ power to im- 
pose new pay deals. 

This month Doug McAvoy, 
general secretary of the NUT 
attacked the Prime Minister’s 
offer of £20,000 grants to attract 
parents to run some of the 
next 15 action zones, saying: 
“Spin and hype about parents 
r unning schools does not con- 
ned with reality. Parents want 
schools to be run by profes- 
sionals in partnership with 
them." 

So fan 25 zones, run by part- 
nerships of local authorities, 
schools and business, are in 
place. Each has an extra £lm 
to spend, £750,000 from the 


By Ben Russell 
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Government, the rest from 
business. Yestenfoy.Mr 
McAvoy said the uoam’s- in- 
volvement was a “btflwaAT. 


the education service. The ted . r ; .• 
would be aimotmeed within two, . ■; 3? 
weeks. - 2 ' 1; 

“"Wb would- want to be there 
to protect the professionalism . 

asweHastheconffitionsrfser- 
vice of teachers,” said Mr 
McAvoy “Unions are supposed .. 
to promote as well as protect 
the interests of their members. 

“Our research shows that 
teachers in the classroom are 
being left out <rf the process. If 
we are more involved we will be 
able to ensure that they are." 

The Education minister 
Charles Clarke said: “I very 
much welcome the commit- 
ment of the NUT to education 
action zones, and the fact that 
the union is seriously consid- 
ering being a partner. It is a 
very positive step and one I very 
much welcome." 
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Doug McAvoy: Aiming to 
protect his members 


No 


Foreign students 
shun universities 


THE OVERSEAS student mar - 
kel worth £600m a year in fees 
to universities, is declining 
sharply, according to official 
figures published today. Appli- 
cations to universities from 
overseas students are down 
by 1L2 per cent and those from 
Malaysia by nearly 56 per cent 
Figures from the Universi- 
ties and Colleges Admissions 
Service (Ucas) show that the fi- 
nancial crisis in Malaysia, tra- 
ditionally one of the largest 
sources of overseas students, 
and competition from univer- 
sities in other countries, are ex- 
pressing demand. 

The number of students ap- 
plying from the Irish Republic, 
where tuition fees were abol- 
ished last yean has also fallen 
sharply. Here, the Government 
introduced annual tuition fees 
of £1,000 last September 
Overseas student numbers 


by Judith. Judd 
E ducation Editor 


£ 


in Britain have been rising 
steadily for a decade. They 
now account for more than one 
in 10 of all students and uni- 
versities estimate they bring 
£lbn a year into the economy. 

Overall applications for 
higher education are down by 
L8 per cent but more than half . 
the fell is accounted for by the 
drop in applications from over- 
seas^ The decrease in mature 
applicants continues but the 
number of applicants from this 
country who are under 21 is up 
by 0.4 per cent 

Tony Higgins, Ucas chief ex- 
ecubve, said* “There has been 
a sUght overall decline in ap- 
pheations but the picture is sim- 
ila* to last year and there is no 
eratence tuition fees are putting 
people off higher education* 
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Nato delivers 
final warning 
to Milosevic 


ON THE eve of a meeting of lead- 
ing powers to issue diplomatic 
marching orders to the warring 
Serbs and Albanians in Kosovo. 
Nato yesterday delivered a 
stem and final warning to 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
that, it would use force if nec- 
essary to ensure its demands 
are met. 

As fighting continued in the 
ravaged Serbian province, the 
sense grew that after a year of 
war in which 2,000 people have 
died and 300.000 lost their 
homes, the moment of truth is 
at hand. 

This was “a critical turning 
point", the Nato Secretary- 
General Javier Solaria, said 
yesterday. “The next few days 
will be decisive." 

Speaking on the eve of 
today's meeting in London of 
foreign ministers of the six- 
member Contact Group. Mr 
Solana said he expected the 
conference, which comprises 
France, Germany, America. 
Italy, Britain and Russia, to 
issue a “political ultimatum" fbr 
a settlement, which would be 
followed by a specific military 
ultimatum from Nato. 

Based on proposals worked 
out by the American envoy 
Christopher Hill, the plan due 
to be endorsed by the six min- 
isters meeting at Lancaster 
House will summon Belgrade 
and the ethnic Albanians to 


By RUPEBT CORNWELL 

talks, perhaps as early as next 
week, to thrash out a deal for 
broad autonomy, though not 
full independence, for Kosovo. 

It will be backed by an ex- 
plicit threat by the alliance to 
Mr Milosevic that it stands 
ready at short notice to carry 
out airstrikes to force him to ac- 
cept its demands. 

These include the pull-back 
of Yugoslav army and police 
units to their levels of 12 
months ago, full co-operation 
with the international moni- 
tors in the province, and un- 
fettered access for United 
Nations war crimes prosecu- 
tors to investigate this month's 
massacre of 45 ethnic Albani- 
ans at Racak. 

A warning to this effect was 
conveyed last night to the Yu- 
goslav President by the Norwe- 
gian ambassador. Nato's senior 
representative in Belgrade. 

Meanwhile, the build-up of 
allied forces in the region con- 
tinued as a Nato naval group 
took up position in the southern 
Adriatic, and hundreds of allied 
warplanes were on 48 hours’ 
preparedness to strike at Yu- 
goslav military targets. 

Adding to the pressure on 
Belgrade, Kofi Annan, the UN 
Secretary-General and a man 
usually associated with peace, 
not wan told the Atlantic Coun- 


cil that the military threat was 
essential to “the combination of 
force and diplomacy that is the 
key to peace in the Balkans". 

The world community 
should have “no illusions about 
the need to use force when all 
other means have failed”, be 
warned 

But the outcome last night 
was hanging in the balance, 
with no certainty that either 
party would attend a confer- 
ence, and continuing skir- 
mishes on the ground - in one 
of which two ethnic Albanians 
were killed and two Serbian po- 
licemen wounded. 

In Belgrade, a spokesman 
fbr Mr Milosevic rejected an in- 
ternationally sponsored con- 
ference and ruled out talks 
with “terrorists". 

Nor was there much sign of 
the Albanians settling their 
own feud, between the political 
leadership under Ibrahim Ru- 
gova, and the Kosovo Libera- 
tion Army, which is waging the 
guerrilla war against the Serbs, 
and which is committed to full 
independence. 

The formula envisaged for 
the talks resembles the Dayton 
conference of 1985, which yield- 
ed a settlement for the former 
Yugoslav republic of Bosnia. 
The talks could be held either 
in Austria or France. 

They would begin as “prox- 
imity talks", mediated by Mr 



Yugoslav army Special Forces celebrating Unit Day in Belgrade this week 


ITadimir Dimitrijevic/Reuters 


Hill and his "EU opposite num- 
ber. Wolfgang Petritsch, be 
fore moving on to face-to-face 
negotiations. 

The main elements of the 
Hill package would be a three- 
year interim agreement, grant- 
ing Kosovo its own parliament, 
police force and judiciary, and 
wide economic autonomy. 




Belgrade’s link to massacre 


TWO WEEKS to the day since 45 
Kosovo Albanians were mowed 
down in the southern village of 
Racak, evidence is emerging 
piece by piece about who rilled 
them - evidence that may fi- 
nally persuade Nato to unleash 
its bombers on Serbia. 

The assumption of those 
who saw the bodies strewn 
over the hillside above the vil- 
lage, including William Walter; 
head of the international cease- 
fire monitors in Kosovo, was the 
obvious one: they had died at 
the hands of the Serbian secu- 
rity forces who had sealed off 
Racak on 15 January and gone 
from house to house, separat- 
ing the men from their families. 

Survivors told of being taken 
to the hilltop by men in black 
balaclavas and told to run be- 
fore the troops opened fire. 
Others who were hiding nearby 
said they heard the screams of 
people under torture. 


By Raymond Whitaker 
in Pristina 

But still more devastating 
testimony is now coming from 
the other ride of the world, in 
the form of Western communi- 
cations intercepts, leaked to 
The Washington Post Accord- 
ing to the newspaper, these 
show that the massacre was or- 
dered by senior member of the 
Serbian government who then 
tried to cover it up. 

Belgrade has denounced the 
report as CIA propaganda, but 
the intercepts paint a detailed 
picture. Government forces 
were ordered to “go in heavy" 
at Racak after an ambush that 
killed three policemen a few 
days earlier. A deputy prime 
minis ter, Nikola Sainovic, the 
most senior government figure 
with responsibility for Kosovo, 
spoke to General Sreteo Lurie 
of the Interior Ministry special 


forces during the assault and 
asked how many had been 
killed (22 at that moment, he 
was told); in ensuing days the 
two spoke several times about 
how to make the killings look as 
though they had happened in 
battle. 

The Washington Past says 
this plan was co-ordinated in a 
telephone call between General 
Lurie and Mr Sainovic. The 
minister also advised the gen- 
eral to go back into Racak and 
recover the bodies. Fbrtywere 
seized the following day and 
transferred to the morgue at 
Pristina hospital 

Fbr the past two weeks the 
Serbian authorities have con- 
tinued almost eveiy day to dis- 
pute allegations about what 
happened at Racak, aware that 
it could be the trigger to Nato 
military action against them. 

Yesterday it was the turn of 
Vajislav Seselj. a radical Serbian 


nationalist recently brought 
into the government as 
deputy prime minister. All the 
“terrorists" in Kosovo, he said, 
were under the control of 
America, which armed, direct- 
ed and financed the Kosovo lib- 
eration Army, he said. Mr 
Seselj accused the guerrillas of 
'butchering dead people", leav- 
ing open the question of who 
had Mlled them. 

A team of Finnish patholo- 
gists was admitted to Kosovo 
several days after the killings 
to take part in the autopsies at 
Pristina hospital but earlier 
this week their spokeswoman, 
Helena Ranta. dampened 
hopes that they would come up 
with conclusiveproofofhowthe 
villagers had been kiDed, and by 
whom. There was evidence 
that the bodies had been tam- 
pered with before their arrival 
she said, so the truth might 
never be known. 
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| Want 1^9 mortgage 
| that saves you £27,000 

1 and puts you in control? 

I 

§ If you're looking for a mortgage that you can adapt to meet your needs, here's an 
jg attractive solution. 

| | • Interest calculated doily, which means you can pay less interest ond pay the loan 

W off sooner, 

ft 

t£ • Save even more time and money with our flexible repayment options by increasing 

p your monthly repayments or making a lump sum payment. 

23 m Give yourself a break from your payments when you need H, or use your mortgage 
j| to buy something you have always wanted, like a car [if you've paid mare than the 

$ minimum repayments). 

§ m Variable Interest rate of just 6.70% [6.9% APR typical). 

& 

phone A Mortgage saves you time and money. For example, you could save £27,332.49 
S3 interest and repay 9 years and 10 months early by simply Increasing your monthly 
H repayments each year by 2.0% on a £60.000 mortgage. This is compared to our 25 year 
% standard repayment mortgage for the same amount. Of course, it's up to you. you can 

U control your mortgage to suit you. 

&• 

.$ so. if you want all the benefits of a flexible mortgage, caH now. lines are open Monday 
5§ to Friday 8.00am to 9,00pm, and at weekends from 9.00am to 6.00pm. 


I PHONE MORTGAGE 

I Call now 0800 783 85 83 
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Oompah 
maybe 
silenced 
in court 


by Imre karacs 
in Bonn 


IS THERE anything more 
German than having a few 
drinks with friends in a beer 
garden on a balmy summer’s 
night, wallowing in the music of 
the oompah band? Fbr cen- 
turies, this is how people her- 
abouts have been unwinding 
after a hard day, especially in 
beer-mad Bavaria. 

There is. though, another 
facet to German life, one of de- 
serted streets and shuttered 
houses, where neighbours will 
sue one another for the tiniest 
affront to their aural senses 
after 10pm. Silence in the pre- 
scribed hours is a German’s 
constitutional right 

Six silent Bavarians, armed 
inevitably with lawyers, have 
declared war on the nocturnal 
habits of their country-folk. The 
legal skirmishes, pitting the 
Bavarian government in Mu- 
nich against the self-appointed 
champions of the silent major- 
ity have been going on for four 
years. 

Yfesterday Germany’s high- 
est administrative court ruled 
that silence must prevail and 
that Bavaria had no right, 
under federal law, to legislate 
over taverns' dosing hours 
without taking the wishes of 
sleepy citizens into account But 
Bavaria’s environment minis- 
ter yesterday vowed to cany on 

the fight 

This case will keep lawyers 
in beer for years to come. 


C&G Investment Rates 

Effective from 29 January 1999 


Amount 

invested 


Interest 

Paid 


y. ijfrefl Bt yr 
GROSS V AEfiV KE7* 63CS3S 


©*" NET* 


£25.000 or more 
£10.000 - £24.999 
£2.500 -£9,999 
£25.000 or more 
£10.000 -£24.999 
£5.000 - £9.999 


Annually 

Annuity 

Annually 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Monthly 


6.00 

5.90 

5.B0 

5.84 

5.75 

5.65 


6.00 

590 

5.80 

600 

5.90 

5.80 


4.80 

4.72 

4.64 

4.67 

4.60 

452 


5.70 

560 

5.50 

5.56 

546 

5.37 


5.70 

5.60 

5.50 

5.70 

560 

5.50 


4.56 

4.48 

4.40 

4.44 

4.37 

4.29 


Amount 

Invested 


£ 100.000 or more 

£25.000 -£99,999 
£10.000 - £24.999 
£100- £9,999 
£100.000 or more 
£25,000- £99.999 


Interest 

Pant 


GROSS*' AERV'NET* GROSS** AEFV* BET* 




Annually 

Annually 

Annually 

Annually 

Monthly 

Monthly 


6.10 

5.75 

5.65 

5.00 

5.94 

5.60 


6.10 

5.75 

5.65 

500 

6.10 

5.75 


4 88 
4.60 
4 52 
4.00 
4 75 
4.48 


5 80 
5.45 
5.35 
4.70 
565 
5.32 


5 80 4.64 
545 436 
5.35 4.28 
4.70 3.76 
5.80 4 52 
5.45 4.25 
5.35 4.18 



£ 1.000 or more 
£5.000 or more 


Annually 

Monthly 


6.00 

5.84 


6.00 

6.00 


4.80 

4.67 


5.75 

5.60 


5.75 

5.75 


4.60 

4.48 


£9.000 


Anrualy 


Tax tree 
6.25 6.25 


Tax tree 
6.00 6.00 


£100.000 or more Annualy 600 6.00 4.80 5.70 5.70 4.56 

£25.000- £99.999 Annually 5.60 5.60 4.48 5 JO 5.30 424 

£10.000 -£24.999 Annually 5.55 5.55 4.44 5.25 5.25 4 JO 

£100 -£9.999 Annually 4.85 4.85 3.88 4.55 4.55 3.64 

£100.000 or more Monthly 5.B4 6.00 4.67 5.56 5.70 4.44 

E25.D00- £99.999 Monthly 5.4B 5.60 4.37 5.17 5.30 4.14 

£10.000 -£24.999 Monthly 5.41 5.55 4.33 5.13 525 4.10 

£5.000 - £9399 Mommy 4.74 4.85 3.B0 4.46 4.55 3.57 








Maximum permitted 
under TESSA rules 

£ 1.000 or more 


Annually 

Annually 


a. - at" 


rij; ' 


£25.000 or more 
£10.000- £24.990 
£100-09.999 
£25.000 or more 
£10.000 -£24.999 
£5.000 -£9,999 


Annually 

Annually 

Annually 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Monthly 


2.50 
2.00 
1.00 
2. 47 
1.98 
0.99 


2.50 

2.00 

1.00 

2.50 

2.00 

100 


200 

1.60 

080 

t.98 

1.59 

0.80 


220 

1.70 

0.75 

218 

1.69 

0.75 


2.20 

1.70 

0.75 

220 

1.70 

0.75 


1.76 

136 

0.60 

1.74 

05 

060 


£ 100.000 or more 
£25.000 -£99.999 
£10.000 -£24.999 
£100- £9.999 
E100.0D0 or more 
£25.000 - £99.990 
£10.000- £24.999 
E5.DOO- £9.999 


Annually 

Annually 

Annually 

Annually 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Monthly 


Tax tree 

5.75 

4.75 


5.00 

4.40 

3.90 

3.50 

4.89 

4.31 

3.83 

3.44 


Tax hue 


5.75 


5.50 

5.50 


4.75 


4.50 

4.50 


rw' 

age 

■S 


sms 

5.00 

4.00 

4.75 

4.75 

3.80 

4.40 

3.52 

4.10 

4.10 

3.28 

3.90 

3.12 

3.60 

3.60 

2.88 

350 

2.80 

3.20 

3.20 

£.56 

5.00 

3.91 

4.65 

4.75 

3.72 

4.40 

345 

4.02 

4.10 

3.22 

3.90 

3.07 

3.54 

3.60 

2.83 

3.50 

2.7B 

3.15 

3.20 

2.52 


Closed accounts offering penalty-free switching 


Amount 

invested 


Interest 

Paid 


GROSS*' AER*" KT* GROSS** AER*" NET* 


Amount 

Invested 


Interest 

Paid 


GROSS** AER*" NET* GROSS*' AS?*" NET* 






debunt 


£1.000 or more 
£5,000 or more 

Annually 

Monthly 

6.00 

5.84 

6.00 

6.00 

4.80 

4.67 

5.70 ' 

5.56 

5.70 

5.70 

4.56 

4.44 

I&SsSraiiHi 


■ 

'}■ . * 

£100.000 or more 

Annually 

510 

5.20 

4.16 

5.00 

5.00 

4.00 

£25.000 -£99.999 

Annually 

5.00 

5.00 

4.00 

4.70 

4.70 

3.76 

£10.000 -£24,999 

Annualy 

4.50 

4.50 

3.60 

4a) 

420 

3.36 

£100, OOQ or more 

Monthly 

5.08 

52Q 

4Q6 

4.89 

5.00 

3.91 

£25,000 - £99,999 

Monthly 

4.89 

5.00 

3.91 

4.60 

4.70 

3.68 

£10.000 - £24,999 Monthly 

4.41 

4.50 

3.53 

4.12 

420 

3.30 



at 



£100,000 or more 

Annually 

5.00 

5.00 

4.00 

4.75 

4.75 

3.80 

£25.000 -£99,999 

Annually 

4.40 

4.40 

3.52 

4.10 

4.10 

328 

n 0.000- £24.999 

Annually 

3.90 

3.90 

3.12 

3.60 

360 

2.B8 

£5.000 -£9.999 

Annually 

350 

3.50 

2.80 

3.20 

320 

2.56 

£100,000 or mere 

Monthly 

4.89 

5.00 

3.91 

4.65 

4.75 

372 

£25.000 - £99.999 

Monthly 

4.31 

4.40 

345 

4.02 

4.10 

3 22 

£10.000 -£24,999 

Monthly 

3.83 

190 

3.07 

3.54 

3.60 

2.83 

£5.000- £9.999 

MonlMy 

3.44 

3.50 

2.76 

315 

320 

2.52 
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£25.000 or more 

Annuity 

5.00 

5.00 

4.00 

4.70 

4.70 

3.76 

nO.000-E24.999 

Annually 

4.50 

4.50 

3.60 

4.20 

4.20 

3.36 

£25.000 or more 

Monthly 

4.89 

5.00 

3.91 

4.60 

4.70 

3.66 

£10.000 - £24.999 

Momhly 

4.41 

4.50 

3.53 

4.12 

4.20 

3.30 



?* 
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£25.000 or more 

AnmiaBy 

440 

4.40 

3.52 

410 

4.10 

326 

£10.000 -£24.999 

Annually 

3.90 

3.90 

3.12 

3.60 

3.60 

Z.88 

£5.000 -£9.999 

Annually 

350 

3.50 

2.80 

320 

320 

2.56 

£25,000 or more 

Monthly 

4.31 

4.40 

3.45 

4.02 

4.10 

322 

£10,000 -£24.999 McrtWy 

3.83 

3.90 

3.07 

3.54 

3.60 

2.83 

£5.000 -£9.999 

MonWy 

3.44 

3.50 

2.76 

3.15 

3.20 

2-52 


£1 or more Annually 1.00 1.00 0.75 0.75 

£1 or more HaB-yearly 1.00 1.00 0.80 0.75 0.75 0.60 




£2.500 or more 
Up to E2.499 


Quarterly 
Quarterly 

aTjvSKS? 


2.77 

1.00 


2.60 

1.00 


2 22 
0.80 


2.47 

0.75 


2.49 

0.75 


1.98 

0.60 


C,, ”* wv 


£ 1 .000 or more 
£ 1.000 or more 


Han-yearty 2.78 
Quaterty 2.77 


2.80 

2.60 


223 

2.22 


2.48 

2.47 


2.49 

249 


T. .'P Ey-Hcjait of: Epgfeiji^ 


£25,000 or more 
£10.000 - £24.999 
£500 -£9.999 
Under £500 
E25.OQ0 oi more 
£10.000 - £24.999 
£2.000 ■ £9.990 
Under £2.000 


£50.000 or more 
£25.000 - £49.999 
£10.000 - £24.999 
Under £10.000 
£50.000 of more 
£25.000 - £49.999 
£10.000 -£24.999 
Under £10.000 


Annually 

Annually 

Annually 

Annually 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Monthly 


AnnuaOy 

Annually 

Annuity 

Annually 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Monthly 


2.50 
- 2.00 
1.85 
100 
2.47 
1.98 
1 64 
1.00 


3.65 

3.15 

2.90 

1.00 

3.59 

3.10 

2.86 

100 


2.50 

2.00 

1.65 

1.00 

2.50 

200 

1.65 

1.00 


2.00 

1.60 

1.32 

D.80 

1.96 

1.59 

1.31 

0.80 


2.20 

1.70 

1.35 

0.7S 

2.18 

1.69 

1.34 

0.75 


2S0 

1.70 

1.35 

0.75 

2.20 

1.70 

1.35 

0.75 


1.76 

1.36 

1.08 

0.60 

1.74 

1.35 

1.07 

0.60 
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Wet, cold police turn blind eye to looters 


By Phil Davison 
fa Armenia, Colombo 

“WfRE HUNGRY We’re thirsty 
we re desperate, No-one even 
gave us any water” The rain- 
( ^ ren< ^ 1 *d, middle-aged woman, 
hauling a potato sack bulging 
with bags of rice, soap and bot- 
tled water was screaming at an 


liceman who half-heartedly 
tried to stop her running from 

a looted supermarkeL 

She was one of thousands of 
oven, women and children, the 
survivors of Monday's earth- 
quake, who lost their patience 
with a lack of aid and prized 
open the metal shutters of 
doze ns of supermarkets and 
stripped them bare. So great 
was the hunger and despera- 
tion that k became the survival 
of the fittest, as men wrested 
stolen food, medicine or toilet 
paper from women. Outside 
one supermarket, a young man 
and his wheelchair were 
knocked over. He was trampled 
for a couple of minutes before 
being righted. Some women 
bartered in stolen goods. “Is 
that flour? I'll give you my rice 
for that," shouted one amid 
the confusion. 

Police reinforcements fired 
their G-3 automatic rifles into 
the air to disperse the looters 
who retaliated by throwing 
bricks and other earthquake 
rubble, but eventually gave up. 

Stunned by the turn of 
events, Colombia’s president 
Andres Pastrana moved his 
government to Armenia - for- 
merly known as La Milagrosa 
(the Miracle City) because of its 
picturesque setting - but now 
70 per cent in ruins without 
water, electricity or communi- 
cations. The mayor says the en- 
tire city centre - an area bigger 
than London’s West End, with 
banks, trendy shops and 
restaurants - may have to be 
demolished. 

Mr Pastrana also called in 




Survivors of the earthquake looting stores in Armenia yesterday. More police and the military have been called in a bid to restore Oder 


2,000 more police and military 
police to restore order 'Hie 
local police had already been 
demoralised by losing their 
headquarters and around 20 
colleagues in the quake. They, 
too, were wet and hungry. Mr 
Pastrana was said to be con- 
sidering bringing in troops 
hardened in battle with leftist 
guerrillas and ruthless cocaine 
gangs. 

The numbers of desperate 


citizens of this city, in what is 
known as Colombia's eje 
cafetero (coffee hub) because 
of its world-renowned crop, in- 
creased as news spread that 
food was available. Thousands 
flocked to the area on foot, in 
cars, on bicycles, farm lorries 
or tractors, causing a chaotic 
traffic jam in torrential rain. 
The police, many from the 
sameworkfogdass Santander 
barrio of the city, eventually 


gave up. ‘Tn the end, it just 
seemed better to let them, get 
tm with it,” said assistant police 
chief Dagoberto Garda. 
“There’s been too much death 
here already. We don’t want to 
cause any more.” 

Despite a dusk-to-dawn cur- 
few, looters moved from baric 
essentials to furniture and dec- 
tronic goods. Small shopkeep- 
ers, wearing white armbands to 
recognise each other set up vig- 


ilante groups to protect their 
wares. Police said vandals, 
wielding guns or machetes, 
were robbing the looters. 

In the town of Pereira, tee 
sound of pofice sirens confirmed 
throughout yesterday as looting 
spread m the badty-hftwortmg 
Haas city centre. 

Price rises have added to tee 
frustration of victims with the 
unscrupulous charging four 
times the regular price for rice 


and sugar Nor could they un- 
derstand why tons of overseas 
aid -food, medicine and blan- 
kets - were pSing up at Arme- 
nia's tiny airfield widte nothing 
appeared to be reachingtoem. 

The Red Cross said the 
death tafl' was now just short of 
900 but Ekety to rise several-fold 
since only 20 per cent of rubble 
had so far been cleared. 

The scene in tee “colise- 
um,” or sports arena, of the Iftn- 


MarianaBamf Reuters 
vershyofQumdio (tee province 




was horrific. Several hundred 
decomposing bodies lay scat- 
tered, face-up, across the bas- 
ketball court in rag doll 
positions white relatives sought 
for loved-ones, amid a stench 
far worse than a long-uncleared 
rubbish dump. 

Several dozen bodies were 
dug out of tee rubble yesterday 
emerging bloated and covered 
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in dust Despite the virtual 
non-stop rain, reducing the 
chance of survivors, maqjr rel- 
atives dud not give up hope. Spir- 
its were lifted on Wednesday 
when two teenage boys, 16- 
yeaixM Daniel Acevedo and 13- 
year-old Jeison Lopez, were 
hauled from rubble almost 48 
hours after the quake. Daniel 
said he had survived by singing 
hymns to himself, keeping his 
head warm in a crash helmet 
teat ended up beside him and 

i frinking hfe rtwn urins using hift 

hands as a cup. 

In a park where thousands 
of refugees are sleeping on 
sodden grass with onty plastic 
sheets as their roofs, there 
were moving scenes yester- 
day as hundreds lined up in sin- 
gle file to get messages to 
relatives elsewhere in Ccdonu 
bia or abroad. 

Each were given 10 seconds 
by tee local TV channel Tele- 
cafe which is also transmitted 
“five” to areas of the United 
States where many Colombians 
live. 

Men. women and children 
tried to put on a brave face but 
many broke down as one after 
anot her gave a similar mes- 
sage: “Mum and dad, this is 
just to let you know teat I'm 
fine. Tm in good health and st£D 
trust in God. I have nowhere to 
live because he house fell down 
into the street but HI be al- 
right” 
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HALF 
PRICE 
SALE 


PLUS FREE FULLY 
INTEGRATED DISHWASHER* 

worth £619 

WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £3.500 

OR FREE AMERICAN 
FRIDGE FREEZER” 

worth £899 

WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £6.S00 
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worth £200 
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□ Fantastic savings on the entire Magnet 
jf£ . range of kitchen and bedroom cabinets 

s==|||| □ Service that's second ro none 

E D Optional stainless steel dynamic drawer 
system on most kitchens 

□ Wide range of worktops including solid 
granite and corian 

O Great deals on and Whirlpool 

^ appliances 
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Fill ID COLOUR OtHGM IMP PUUIXIMG $tHVIC( 


10 YU8 GUARANTEE OR OUR USQUE RIGID CAUCASUS 



expert fimuc rt master ihitallto 


NJX1RU fATMEBT 5 CHIMES AVAILABLE 


No one else offers ns much. But then no one 
else offers kitchens that arc designed for living, 
built for life. Your life. 
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White House calls 
for quick solution 


SAFE IN the knowledge that the 
Senate lacks the votes to convict 
and remove President Bill Cun' 
ton, the White House yesterday 
called fora rapid end to the im- 
peachment trial and revived the 
idea of a formal censure. 

The White House interven- 
tion. one of its most upbeat and 
aggressive since the trial began 
two weeks ago. came as Senate 
Republicans and Democrats 
wrangled over how to proceed 
to conclude the triaL 

Having voted on Wednes- 
day in a straight party-line vote 
to summon Monica Lewinsky 
and two other witnesses for 
questioning, the Senate was 
concerned to restore at least 
the appearance of cross-party 
cohesion for the rest of the triaL 

Republicans fear the trial 
will otherwise appear purely po- 
litical, fostering the sort of De- 
mocratic defiance seen in the 
White House Rose Garden 
after the impeachment vote in 
the House of Representatives. 

Even after hours of closed- 
door discussions, separate 
meetings in party- caucuses 
and multiple exchanges of 


By Mary dejevsky 
in Washington 


notes, there was still no agree- 
ment between the two parties 
on precisely what should hap- 
pen next 

Ms Lewinsky and the two 
other witnesses - Vernon Jor- 
dan, Mr Clinton's businessman 
friend who assisted Ms Lewin- 
sky's job search, and the White 
House advisee Sidney Blumen- 
thal - are liable to be sum- 
mooed to testily immediately; but 
who does the questioning and 
where, and whether Senators 
should view the recordings or 
merely read the transcripts has 
still to be decided. So does the 
timetable for what should follow. 

Democrats see no point in 
dragging out the triaL given that 
Republicans lack the two-thirds 
majority to convict Mr Clinton. 

Republicans, however are 
divided, with some - including 
the House prosecutors - intent 
on examining as much more in- 
formation as possible in the 
hope of finding a “smoking 
gun". 

Exploiting the uncertainty in 


the Senate, the White House 
sprang into the controversy 
yesterday, demanding that the 
Republicans explain why they 
were intent on pursuing the 
President, despite Wednes- 
day's votes. 

“They are trying to con- 
struct a procedure where they 
can convict, but not remove." 
the spokesman, Joe Lockhart, 
speculated, suggesting that 
they were simply trying to save 
face for the House prosecutors. 

“Every time things seem to 
move on. they {the Republi- 
cans] seem to change the 
rules," he protested, continuing: 
“The burden is on the Repub- 
lican majority to articulate why 
they are still doing this." 

He reiterated President 
Clinton's readiness to accept a 
formal censure, but questioned 
the Senate’s Constitutional 
right to pass a censure in the 
framework of the triaL 

Behind the revival of the 
censure possibility, however, 
could be read signs of another 
disagreement this time in the 
White House. Mr Clinton's top- 
flight lawyers were sending 


sharply diverging messages 
about how they wanted the 
trial to conclude. 

The White House chief coun- 
sel, Charles Ruff, and the spe- 
cial counsel, Gregory Craig, 
were railing openly for a rapid 
end to the trial. Mr Clinton's 
personal lawyer David Kendall 
however, was still demanding 
access to all the thousands of 
pages of evidence and favour- 
ing what could be a lengthy pe- 
riod of “discovery’'. 

Mr Kendall was said to be 
concerned that if the Senate de- 
cided on a “convict but not re- 
move” strategy, his client could 
be liable for criminal prosecu- 
tion after he leaves office. As the 
President's personal lawyer, 
this is an eventuality he is 
obliged to prevent 
■ Incirlik, the Turkish airbase 
used by British and US aircraft 
to patrol northern Iraq's no fly 
zone, was put on frill alert yes- 
terday after tracking sjystems 
identified a possible missile at- 
tack. The false alarm followed 
the bombing of an anti-aircraft 
position near Mosul by US 
aircraft. 
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US mayors 
to sue gun 
makers 





INSPIRED BY the lucrative war 
waged by US states on the to- 
bacco companies, American 
cities are banding together to 
fight another deathly plague: 
guns. City mayors, meeting at 
their winter conference in 
Washington, announced yes- 
terday that they were were co- 
ordinating multiple lawsuits 
against the big firearms man- 
ufacturers and would press 
Congress for a new “omnibus" 
federal gun law. 

The campaign, led by the 
mayors of cities that have al- 
ready lodged lawsuits against 
major gun manufacturers, is 
targeted at the gun lobby’s 
chief weak spots. The mayors 
want legislation that sets a so- 
called “one gun a month" limit 
on the firearms that an indi- 
vidual may buy, standardising 
the rules across the country. 

The mayor of Philadelphia, 
Edward Rendell, who has been 
- a leader in the fight for gun con- 
trol, said it made no sense for 
cities and counties to have 
“one gun a month 7 ’ laws, as 
some already do, if people could 
buy as maqy guns as they want- 
ed on the other side of the city 
border: Joining Mr Rendell are 
the mayors of Dade County in 
Florida, which covers much of 
greater Miami, Bridgeport in 
Connecticut - both of which 
launched lawsuits against gun- 


By Mary Dejevsky 
in Washington 


also be resisted by the gun- 
manufacturers who sense the 
build-up of a populist campaign 
similar to the one that extract- 
ed $206bn from tobacco com- 
panies at the end of last year. 

The five mayors, all of whom 
are among the new breed of 
“manager" mayors, for whom 
administrative competence and 
efficiency are elevated above 
ideology, are united in their 
quest for federal legislation 
and intend to co-ordinate and 
consult on their separate law- 
suits in the expectation that as 
many as 40 cities will have 
brought lawsuits by the sum- 
mer. They are also being ad- 
vised by many of the same 
lawyers who advised on suing 
the tobacco companies. But 
they differ on whether their in- 
dividual recourse to the law for 
compensation will result in the 
sort of class-action suit that the 
states co-ordinated against the 
tobacco companies. The diver- 
sity of state and city legislation I 
across the US makes joint ac- 
tion complicated 
Edward Rendell told the 
mayors’ conference: “There 
may be a lot of cities filing in the 
spring, but there will be differ- 
ent lawsuits individually tai- 
lored to the laws and problems. 
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makers this week - and the 
mayors of Chicago and New Or- 
leans, which launched their 
suits last year 

As well as standardising pur- 
chasing legislation nationwide, 
the mayors want to close the 
“gun show loophole", where 
unlicensed gun shows may sell 
without the requisite back- 
on the buyer’s 

are railing for 
firearms to be covered by con- 
sumer product safety legisla- 
tion, and for compulsory safety 
devices to be fitted, including 
child trigger locks and - in 
h'mp - “smart" identity codes 
that enable only the licensed 
owner to fire the weapon. 

The co-ordinated push for in- 
creased federal legislation is 
likely to be fiercely resisted by 
states and counties where gun 
ownership is seen as a funda- 
mental civil right, especially 
rural areas and the South. It will 


^ground checks 
♦police record 
The mayors 


facts and circumstances of 
each jurisdiction.” He also 
warned of the opposition's 
strength: U I don’t want to hold 
out false hope. We have seen 
nothing but staffing and fast 
talking and the usual rationale 
that guns don't kill people, peo- 
ple kill people." 

The anti-gun mayors are out- 
spoken and determined Intro- 
ducing his city's lawsuit this 
week, the mayor of Bridgeport, 
Joe Ganim, said: “We are say- 
ing to the handgun industry: 
from now on, you are respon- 
sible for the costs associated 
with your dangerous products, 
not Bridgeport’s families." 

The mayor of Dade County, 
Alex Penelas, presented his 
lawsuit against a haddrop of ta- 
bles covered with guns tagged 
with the names of dead children. 
He said: "We wifl not allow the 
gun industry to escape ac- 
countability ... They have Killed 
our children by the dozens." : 
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IN BRIEF 

Unscom rejects spy allegation 

THE CHIEF UN weapons inspector; Richard Butleq brand- 
ed as “completely false 11 a charge that Australian mem- 
bers of his staff had been used to spy on Iraq for the US. 
The allegation was made by a former arms inspector 

Bomb injures 11 in Cape Town 

ELEVEN PEOPLE were injured yesterday when a bomb 
exploded outside Cape Town’s main police station during 
the busy lunchtime break -the latest in a series of attacks 
in the city. The device was planted in a plastic bm. 

500 school hostages freed 

MUSLIM rebels took 500 children and teachers hostage 
yesterday as fighting flared again on the southern 
Philippine island of Mindanao, after a ceasefire was said 
tohave been agreed. The hostages were later released. 
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Cash Builder 

AER 

Gross pJ. 

Net p j- 

AER 

Gross pj. 

Net p*. 

FlexAccount 

AER 

Gross pj. 

Net pju 

AER 

Gross pj. 

Net pj. 

£10,000 * 

4.40% 

4.40% 

3.52“" 

4.15% 

4.15% 

332% 

£25.000 ♦ 

3-10% 

3.109b 

2.48% 

185% 

2.85%. 

2.28% 

£25.000 - £49,099 

4.10% 

4. 10% 

3.28% 

3.85% 

5.85% 

3.08% 

£10.000 - £24.999 

2.10% 

2.10% 

1.68% 

135% 

1.85% 

1.48% 

£10,000 - £24.999 
£5,000 - £9,999 
£500 - £4,999 
£1 - £499 

3.70% 

3.50% 

3J0% 

1.00% 

3.-0% 

3.50% 

3.30*0 

1.00% 

2.96% 

2.805b 

2.64% 

0.80% 

3.45% 

3.25% 

3.10% 

1.00% 

3.h5% 

3.25% 

3.10% 

1.00% 

2n% 

2.60% 

2.43% 

0.80% 1 

£2.000- £4.999 
£1 - £1,990 

S pedal Renewal Bond 

1.50% 

1.00% 

1.50% 

1.00% 

0.80% 

5.76% ' 

135% 

1.00% 

1.25% 

1.00% 

1 . 00 % 

O. 8 CW 0 

CapftalBullder 



£100.000* 

7210% 

“20% 


6.95% 

6.95% 

5.56% 

£50.000 * 

5.40% 

5.40% 

4.32% 

5.15% 

5.15% 

4.12% 

£50.000 - £99.999 

6.80% 

6.80% 

5.44% j 

6.60% 

6.60% 

5.28% 

£21.000 - £VW9 

5.10% 

5.10% 

4.08% 

4*5% 

4.85% 

3.E8% 

£25,000 - £44,999 

660% 

6.60% 

538% 1 

635% 

6.35% 

5.08% 

£10.000- £24.999 

4JM% 

4.80% 

384% 

4.55% 

4.55% 

3.64% 

£10.000- £24399 

6.40% 

6.40% 

5.12% 

620% 

630% 

4.96% 

£1 - £9,999 

4.60% 

4.60% 

3.68% 

4.40% 

*>.40% 

3.52% 

£! - £0.999 

630% 

6.30% 

5.04% I 

6.10% 

6.10% 

4.88‘M 

Monthlyfncome 







InvestDirect 





£50.00D * 

£25,000 -£49,999 
£10.000 - £24,999 
£1 - £9.999 

5-22% 

4.91% 

4.59% 

439% 

5.10% 

4.80% 

4.50% 

4.30% 

4.08% 

3.84% 

3.60% 

3.44% 

4.96% 

4j65% 

433% 

4.18% 

4.85% 

4.55% 

435% 

4.10‘ > » 

3.88% 

3.64% 

3.40% 

3.26% 

£100.000 ♦ 

150.000 - £99.999 
£25.000 - £49.999 

630% 

G-20% 

6.10% 

630% 

630% 

6.10% 

5.04% 

4.96% 

4.88% 

6.00% 

5-90% 

5.80% 

6.00% 

5.90% 

5.80% 

4.80% 

4.72% 

4.64% 

The Smart Account 


£10.000 -£24,999 

6J)0% 

6.00% 

4.80% 

5.70% 

5.-0% 

4.56% 

£1 . 

6.92% 

6.80% 

5.44% 

6.71% 

6.60% 

5.28% 

f 1 - £9.999 

5.90% 

5.90% 

4.72% 

5.60% 

5.60% 

4.48% 

Smart 2 Save 







Members' Reward Bond Annual 






£1 * 

6.92% 

6.80% 

5.44% 

6.71% 

6.60% 

5.28% 

£1-110.000 

735% 

7.25«t, 

5.80% 

7 JOO% 

"004., 

5.60% 

TiSSA 







Members' Reward Bond Monthly 






£1 - £9,000 

6^0% 

6.60% 

5.28% 

635% 

635% 

5.08% 

£1 - £10,000 

7.18% 

6.459b 

5.56% 

6.91% 

6.-0% 

5.36% 


Tessa 2 

AER 

AER inc. 
bonuses 

Gross pJ. 

Net pj. 

AER 

AER iac. 
bonuses 

Gross p-T- 

i 

1 

Bonus Saver 

AER 

AER inc. 
baoun 

Gross pj. 

Net p j. | 

AER 

AER inc. 
bonuses 

Grots px 

Net pa. 

£1 - £9.000 

Bonus 60* Annual 

6^0% 

7.02% 

6.60% 

5.28% 
5.28% ^ 

635% 

6.77% 

635% 

5.08% 

£1 * 

Bonus BO* Monthly 

3.65% 

6.90% 

6.90% 

5.52% 

3.40% 

o.65% 

ts.65% 

5.32% 

£100.000 » 

535% 

6.60% 

6.60% 


5-60% 

635% 

6.35% 

5.08% 

£100.600 + 

530% 

6.55% 

6.40% 

5.12% 

5.54% 

6.21% 

6.15% 

4.02% 

£50.000 - £99,999 

535% 

6.20“i 

6.20% 

4.96% 

5.20% 

5.95% 

5.95% 

4.76% 

£50.000 - £99.999 

537% 

6.02% 

5.90% 

4.72% 

5-01% 

5.76% 

5.65% 

4.52% 

£25.000 - £49.999 

5.15% 

5.90% 

5.90% 

4.72% 

4.90% 

5.65% 

5.65% 

4.52% 

£25.000 - £49.99*1 

4.96% 

5.71% 

5^0% 

4.48% 

4.70% 

5.45°» 

5.35% 

4.28% 

£10.000 - £24.999 

435% 

5.60% 

5.60% 

4.48%. 

4.60% 

5.35% 

535% 

418% 

£10.000 - £24.999 

4.65% 

5.40% 

5.30% 

4.24% 

439% 

5.14% 

5.05% 

4.04% 

£1 - £9.999 

435% 

530% 

5.30% 

4.24% 

435% 

5.10% 

5.10% 

4.08% 

£1 - £9.99*3 

433% 

5 ti£% 

5.00% 

4.00% 

4.13% 

4.88% 

4.80% 

3.84% 
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RATES FOR BUSINESS 5AVERS 
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New 


Businesslnvestor 

AER 

Cnw pa. 

Net pjL 

AER 

' Grow pua. 

Net pa. 

Treasurers* Trust Account 

AER 

Cron pj. 

Net po. 

AER 

Gross pJL. 

Net pjL 

£50.000* 

4A7% 

4.40% 

3.52% 1 

4.16% 

4.10% 

338% 

£1 ♦ 

2.11% 

2.10% 

Id58% 

136% 

1.85% 

1.489i, 

£25,000 - £49.999 

4M% 

4.00% 

330% 

3.75% 

3.70% 

2.96% 








£10.000 - £24,999 

334% 

330% 

i64% 

34)3% 

3.00% 

1.40% 

Portfoliolnvestor 







£5.000 - £9,999 

2.93% 

2.90% 

232% | 

2253% 

2.60% 

2.68% 

£50.000 * 

5dB2% 

570% 

4.56% 

5.56% 

5 45% 


£2.000 - £4,999 

2*3% 

2.60% 

2.08% 

232% 

230% 

1.84% 

£1 -£49,999 

5^1% 

5.50% 

4.40% 

535% 

5.25% 

4.20% 
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RATES FOR ACCOUNTS NO LONGER AVAILABLE TO NEW SAVERS 
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New 


Accoont Nome 

Bel*iiff 

AER 

Groat pdL 

Net pj. 

AER 

Gross pa. 

Net pa. 

‘ AaetRcscnr 

£50.000* 

4.47% 

4.40% 

3.52% 

4.16% 

4.10% 

3.28% 


£25.000 - £49.999 

44W% 

4.00% 

J .26% 

3.75% 

3.70% 

2.96% 


£10,000 -£24,999 

334% 

3.30% 

2.64% 

34)3% 

3.00% 

2.40% 


£5.000 - £9,999 

2.93% 

2.10% 

2.32% 

2-63% 

2.60% 

2.08% 


£2,000 - £4.999 

2.63% 

2.60% 

2.08% 

232% 

2.30% 

1.84% 

Capital Bonus ISO 

£25.000* 

5-65% 

5.65% 

4.52% 1 

5.40% 

5.40% 

3.68% 

£10,000 - £24.999 

535% 

5.35% 

438% 

5-10% 

5.10% 

4.08% 


£1 - £9.999 

430% 

4.80% 

3.84% 

4-60% 

4.60% 

432% 

CopiiatBontu 90 

£25,000* 

5.10% 

5.10% 

4.08% 

435% 

4.85% 

3.52% 

£10.000 - £24.999 

430% 

4.80% 

3.84% 

4.55% 

4.55% 

3.64% 


£1 - £>.999 

4.60% 

4.60% 

3.68% 

4-40% 

4.40% 

3-88% 

CophalBoDiu 90 

£25,000 ♦ 

4.91% 

4.80% 

3.84% 

4.65% 

4.55% 

3.64% 

Monthly /HalT-Wv £10,000 -£24.999 

4.59% 

4.50% 

3^0% 

433% 

435% 

3.40% 


£1 - £9.999 

439% 

4.30% 

3.44% 

4.18% 

4.10% 

3.28% 

BonusBuJkler 

£25,000* 

4.10% 

4.10% 

338% 

3^5% 

3.85% 

3.08% 


XICU100 - £24.999 

3.70% 

3.70% 

2.96% 

3A5% 

3.45% 

276% 


£5,000 - £9,999 

3.50% 

3.50% 

2.80% 

3-25% 

335% 

2.60% 


£500 - £4.999 

3 30% 

3.30% 

2.64% 

330% 

3.10% 

2.48% 


£1 - £499 

UJ0% 

1.00% 

0.80% 

XJD0% 

1.00% 

030% 





Previous 



New 


Accoont Name 

Balance 

AER 

Gross pa. 

Net p-a. 

AER 

Crtua p-i- 

Net p J- 

IncoraeBond 

£1DJM»* 

5.43% 

5.30% 

4.24% 

5.17% 

5.05% 

4.04% 


£1 - £9,999 

5.12% 

5.00% 

4.00% 

4.91% 

4.80% 

3.34% 

Tsifrec Option 

£25.000 •» 

4.10% 

4.10% 

3.2S% I 

3ES% 

3.85% 

3.0S% 

Instant 

£10.000 - £24.499 

3.70% 

3.70% 

2.96% 

3.45% 

5.45% 

2.-0% 


£5.000 - £9.999 

3.50% 

3.50% 

2.80% j 

33 5% 

3.25% 

2.60% 


£5M - £t.999 

330% 

3.30% 

2.64% 1 

3.10% 

3.10% 

2.48% 


£1 - £499 

1.00% 

1.00% 

0.30% 

1.00% 

1.00% 

0.30% 

TatJroe Optmn 

£25.000* 

5.10% 

5.10% 

4.08% 

435% 

4.85% 

3.88% 

90 Day 

£10.000 - £24.999 

430% 

4.80% 

3.84% 

435% 

4.55% 

5.64% 


£1 - £9,999 

430% 

4.60% 

3.68% 

4.40% 

4.4(% 

3.52% 

Tafter Opdon 

£25.000 ♦ 

SJ>5% 

5.65% 

4.52% 

5.40% 

5.40“t, 

4.32% 

180 Day 

£10.000 - £24^99 

535% 

5.35% 

438% 
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Elephants amble through the bush In Tsavo National Park, Kenya. Wildlife experts believe the plan to relax the ivory trade ban is a severe threat to an already endangered anima l 


Reuters 


vory deal threatens elephants 


“TELL ME if you get earth- 
sick." This sounds strange but 
it is obviously a term used by 
someone who spends much 
time in the ain The veteran ele- 
phant man Dr Iain Dougias- 
Hamilton certainly does. 

His tiny four-seater banks 
sharply at an acute angle. Jess 
than 100 metres above the ele- 
phant herd - and only when the 
line of broad orange-grey backs 
and long Tsavo grass loom to- 
wards the window does the 
question suddenly make sense. 

Two “elephant counters ', 
Salome and Catherine, are 
squeezed into the rear seats. 
They are well used to this pre- 
cipitous but effective method. 
They count the small herd with 
rapid finger movements and a 
lot of muttering. "We count the 
live and the dead." says Dr 
Douglas- Hamilton, a world ex- 
pert in his studies of elephant 
behaviour Notidng3 lone male 


BY LUCY HANNAN 
in Nairobi 

chasing buffalo and birds by a 
watering hole, he lifts his hands 
from the controls in ecstasy: 
""Wonderful! Great! Full of the 
jpys of life!" 

But after the high comes the 
low. He says he is terrified for 
the future of the animal whose 
magnificent tusks are gouging 
the red dust and mud. 

In March, the strict world- 
wide ban on ivory trading is to 
be relaxed. One experimental 
shipment from the African 
countries relatively well en- 
dowed with elephants. Zim- 
babwe. Namibia and Botswana, 
will be sold to Japan for do- 
mestic use only. But to those 
who oppose the trade, even 
this highly regulated sale may 
have disastrous consequences. 

“It is extremely risky to open 
up the trade, even partially" 


says Dr Douglas-Hamilton. “Tb 
the poachers, it's either open or 
shut It will send all the wrong 
signals and trigger a huge de- 
mand for ivory again. We risk 
seeing again the awful slaugh- 
ter of the 1980s." 

With the Kenya Wildlife Ser- 
vice and other elephant ex- 
perts. he is leading the most 
comprehensive elephant count 
in Kenya’s Tsavo eco-system 
since 1994 - covering an area of 
40,000 square kilometres. 
When the ivory trade opens up, 
the effects will be carefully 
monitored. 

A steady increase in Kenya's 
biggestt herd had been ex- 
pected. But after a five-day 
count observers came up with 
8,100 elephants in the 2l.000-sq 
km t8.40i>-sq mile) park They 
also counted five fresh car- 
casses. Since 1990. the rate of 
growth of Tsavo's herd has av- 
eraged about 3.8 per cent but 






fm 
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Dr Iain Douglas-Hamilton I left > checks his air search 
area of Tsavo National Park with a colleague Reuters 


the last week's count points to 
a drop of about l per cent. No 
one yet understands why. 

Tsavo once held 45.000 ele- 
phants, so the recent figures 
are tiny. But they are consid- 


ered a triumph by elephant 
conservationists who saw the 
decline to an appallingly low 
level because of poaching and 
drought over two decades. 

Carcasses of elephants hor- 


ribly mutilated by automatic 
weapons were so common in 
Tsavo 10 years ago that in 
some areas there were more 
animals dead than alive. That 
left an indelible mark on popu- 
lations that can live to 70 years. 
“Thu don't see elephants more 
than about 40," says Paula 
Kahumbu. the project's overall 
co-ordinator. 

Not all poaching is com- 
mercial- John Kagwe, a senior 
Tsavo warden, says "subsis- 
tence poaching" for meat is 
"wrong, but understandable". 
As more people eke out a living 
on the peripheries of the 
parks, they often resort to snar- 
ing animals with homemade 
wires and cables. 

One of the dilemmas of 
m aintainin g the paries - and 
particularly elephants - is con- 
vincing the community that 
the beasts that trample their 
farms are "benefirial" So far in 


Kenya, there has been more 
rhetoric about “community in- 
volvement' than success, with 
continual (and usually uncom- 
pensated ) destruction of crops. 

The fragile recovery of the 
Tsavo elephant population was 
attributed to the worldwide ban 
on ivory trading imposed in 1989 
by the Convention of Interna- 
tional Trade in Endangered 
Species. Kenya was one of its 
most vocal supporters, then 
led by Dr Bichard Leakey, re- 
appointed director of Kenya 
Wildlife Service last September 
He wants the count done before 
the ban is relaxed. 

“Fresh carcasses have been 
found during the count” be 
says. "If that means an in- 
crease in poaching, then I've got 
a problem on my hands.” 

He believes about 40 ele- 
phants have been killed outside 
Hie national parks over the 
past four months. 


The first five corpses were 

recovered last Wednesday fiwn 

a shallow bottleneck in the 
sewer just behind the city s 
Viceroy HoteL The deputy cmn- 
missioner of police, C R Naidu, .. 
said post-mortem exaituna- * 
t, 0 ns failed to reveal whether 
the children were stillborn or 
killed, let alone whether, if 
killed, it was because they were 
illegitimate or because they 
were female and the families 
could not bear the burden of 
having to provide them with 
dowries for marriage. 

Another infant was found on 
Saturday, three more on Sunday 
Nobody knows how many new- 
borns are IdDed in India, but one 
indication of the size of the 
problem is that according to the 
1991 census, there are only 927 
women in the population for 
every 1.000 men. If the sexes A 

were evenly balanced the pop- «.• 

ulation would contain an extra 
40 milli on women. In 1997, the 

government launched a scheme 

to reward the families of the 
poor with cash on the birth of a 
daughter. But the solution ts not 
that simple. Of the tune bodies 
recovered, four were male. 

The chief minister Chan- 
drababu Naidu's bold vision of 
economic and technological 
revofatiaa has put the city at the 
forefront of the movement to re- 
form India. The 16 flyovers 
soaring across the city* centre 
are only the most risible sign of a 
its transformation, made pos-^jjV 
able by a World Bank loan. 

There is no reason to (ink the 
city’s dead infants with the 
modernisation process. But - 
they are a grisly reminder of the 
depth of despair and poverty 
still to be overcame. 
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S of a free East Timor 
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gv Richard Lloyd Parky 


IN A ^ 0T » ER remarkable re- 


• —■ c. 

• J ^ 


1 




cereal of policy. Indonesia’s 
. most “"ior general said yes- 

t; 4 • terda y that the country’s 

■ '•?' ,Qi? arraed forces support the gov- 

7 * r 1 P^r ai i l ^ l ?ts h ‘ emment’s willingness to grant 
nvfe fJ independence to the occupied 
'.\ r - fraS?* 5 v ^Tifory of East Timor. 

1 the situation develops in 
" : - v - r-nmn b i s V ch a wa y that allows East 
Hvi^i ^ Timor to separate with dignity 
from the Republic of Indonesia, 
>v, l certainly the Indonesian armed 
•L:*a uy r? e **Z forces (Abri > would respect the 
... t», > r *w decision," said General Wiran- 
: to. the defence minister and 

1 ; •i. ct :V^ e commander in chief. 

• r a,, The Indonesian troops are 

• ,r f *«cau^ figures of intense hatred in 

; . . a . East Timor, a former Por- 

'^ r bunuT tuguese colony that was an- 
7 p ?rc ' v i^ nexed by Jakarta after an 
• V'l r J; Srr *aft f invasion in 1975. On Wednesday. 
-1. l' V w, Indonesia’s foreign and justice 

' •' 'Tin*-. - miniclorc mM that ITset Timn* 





. d. me sag Z the people of the territory, they 
" r -• - r ~- actafc 00111(5 1)6 granted independence 
b - v 1116 Indonesian parliament. 

' ' - .ht “One needs to be aware that 

!rwr s iiX Kep integration was then [in I976J 
' ^ best solution," General 

•j'dci'r.ijm, ^ * wanto said “But if one day 
“•’•'■•■raesi JJS* East Timor separates from In- 
^ donesia it will be the best so- 

• . - U 1 km*** lution for that time." 

• .-i •V: "Ahri's intervention in East 

y --- Timor was to prevent more 
:. bloodshed in the region after 

. no* hi. Portugal left the region arbi- 
^ frarfly" he said “It was the best 
• -«*;r Cfcf S0 | u ti 0IL we should no longer 
1I16 ’ blame each other" 

- ■ j wtdaitan; Throughout the 23 years of 

• • • Vj ' . ,3Ta i- Indonesian occupation,- it is the 

’ %T 7®** military above all that has re- 1 
■ • id Stun, fused any compromise over 
■ " " the status of the territory In the 

'■ oast, military commanders 
1 '■ iafc» hfjfr ai^ued that to give inde- 
' — -ifa pttfdence to East Timor would 
"• - WvSe encourage secessionist move- 
v.i-t meats in other parts of In- 
' - • '. ;■ \i» fc donesia, such as Aceh, on the 
‘-r.Tir^t island of Sumatra, and Irian 

- - 2 *. pus Java, in New Guinea. 

t" . .c? Human rights groups have 



East Timorese refugees in Dili showing support yesterday for the proposal to allow them antonomy Reuters 


argued that the war in East 
Timor actually suits armed 
forces, providing them with a 
justification for their military 
budget and a useful place to 
conduct “live" training. 

General Wiranto’s argument 
yesterday that Abri’s interven- 
tion after Portugal left was to 
prevent more bloodshed will 
raise suspicions about its true 
intentions. 

In 1975, Indonesia justified its 
invasion by claiming that it 
was restoring order in a terri- 
tory divided fay civil war. In fact, 
most of the opponents of Kal- 
in til, the East Timorese armed 
forces, were stooges of the In- 
donesian government, armed 
and trained by Abri. Recently, 


there has been conflict be- 
tween supporters of Palin tfl 
and gangs of East Timorese 
thugs who are widely believed 
to be organised and equipped 
by Abri, and raising fears that 
Indonesia may be covertly re- 
viving its strategy of divide and 
rule. 

Jose Ramos Horta, the East 
Timorese foreign minister in 
exile, and winner of the Nobel 
Peace Prize, said: “I will start 
believing when they pull out the 
troops from East Timor, when 
they allow the United Nations 
multinational police force to 
land in East Timor. Then there 
will be peace. Right now. the In- 
donesians are fomenting, in- 
stigating violence there, so 


before then it cannot happen." 

The Indonesian foreign min- 
ister Alia Alatas, a long-time 
apologist for Jakarta's policies 
in the territory, touched on the 
possibility of disorder in East 
Timor yesterday when he re- 
jected the possibility of a ref- 
erendum on independence. 

“It will not bring a 
solution," he said “On the con- 
trary, it will reignite conflicts, it 
will reopen old wounds and, if 
we're not careful, it will bring 
us back to dvil wan" 

But Manuel Vlegas Carras- 
calao, a prominent East Timo- 
rese separatist, said the 
opposite. “The only solution 
ffr the East Timorese to get in- 
dependence is going through a 


referendum. It win avoid blood- 
shed,” he said 

There was no further news 
on the fete of Alexandre 
‘Xanana’ Gusrnao, the impris- 
oned Timorese guerrilla leaden 
whom Jakarta has promised 
will be released into a kind of 
house arrest Yesterday, the 
Indonesian parliament passed 
three Bills intended to enable 
democratic elections to be held 
m the country for the first time 
in 40 years. 

Indonesia’s former presi- 
dent Suharto, who ordered the 
invasion of East Umor; stepped 
down in May after bloody riots 
and anti-government protests 
hit the capital, killing 1,200 
people. 


Paris of the East 
looks westward 


EUROPEAN TIMES 


BUCHAREST 


IN THE 1930s, when Bucharest 
was renowned as the “Paris of 
the East” for its luxurious 
restaurants and exotic night- 
life, the Athenee Palace Hotel 
was home from home to Eu- 
rope's demi-monde of exiled 
royals, dispossessed aristo- 
crats and lounge lizards. 

The hold was immortalised 
in Olivia Manning’s bestseller 
The Balkan Trilogy, a barely 
veiled account of her and her 
husband’s lives in wartime 
Romania. Televised as a BBC 
series The Fortunes of War, 
the programme helped to 
launch the acting careers of 
Emma Thompson and Ken- 
neth Branagh in the roles of 
Harriet and Guy Pringle. 

The history of Romania has 
unfolded along the hotel's cor- 
ridors, stalked by generations 
of secret policemen - Monar- 
chist, Nazi, Communist, espe- 
cially the notorious Securitate 
of the hated dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu - watching and 
monitoring Wtestern guests. 

The days of dictators have 
vanished and now Romania is 
a democracy, although one 
with a thin veneer, as last 
week’s pitched battles be- 
tween striking miners and po- 
lice illustrated. 

During the Second World 
War the Athenee Palace was 
the favoured billet of German 
officers, as well as American 
foreign correspondents who 
did their bit for the Allied war 
effort fay hiding the jackboots 
that were left out for polishing. 

I first stayed at the Athenee 
Palace during tbe miners’ riots 
of autumn 1991 - a fitting in- 
troduction to the Balkan in- 
trigue that still characterises 
Romania. Clouds of tear-gas 
drifted by outside as hundreds 
of grimy miners ran amok 
across the city, wielding dubs 
and planks studded with nails. 
In every corner of the hotel 
foyer dodgy-looking men in 
badly cut suits sat obscured hy 



The Athenee Palace, now 
transformed into a Hilton 

plumes of cigarette smoke, 
while women of tbe night ^ - and 
day - painted their nails. 

There were dozens of 
empty rooms but I still had to 
bribe the concierge to find me 
a place to sleep and the tele- 
phonist to connect me to an in- 
ternational telephone line. 

Those days are gone now, 
and the once gloriously Balkan 
pile has been given a post- 
modern makeover; trans- 
formed into a £2 00- a- night 
Hilton. The service has im- 
proved but tbe atmosphere of 
intrigue has vanished. 

The drivers of horse-drawn 
carriages that the Pringles 
used have also vanished, and 
now those seeking a quick 
passage across the city use 
Dacia taxis. Ask a taxi-driver 
how much is the fere, and he 
will, as often as not tell you to 
pay however much you think 
fit, part of the engagingly laid- 
back Romanian charm. 


As in pre-war days, the 
city's wiain shopping street is 
the Calea Victories Under the 
madness of Ceausescu -era 
Communism, most of the 
shops and cafes that gave the 
street its former vitality van- 
ished. But slowly, the Calea 
Vjctoriei like its equivalents in 
Budapest, Prague and Warsaw 
is coming to life. Once almost 
pitch black at night, the bright 
lights of downtown Bucharest 
rival if not London or Paris, at 
least east Berlin. 

Here the city's nouveau 
riche may purchase all those 
accoutrements deemed nec- 
essary for capitalist life: make- 
up by Estee Lauder clothes lty 
Benetton and Stefenel and 
mobile telephones by Nokia. 

As well as the ubiquitous 
McDonald's and Pizza Hut - 
both hugely popular with 
young people and sffll a novelty 
in a country where the tradi- 
tion of eating out had been all 
but eradicated - Bucharest 
now boasts a mini-culinary 
renaissance of Romanian food, 
with many small family-run 
restaurants opening up. 

fn most posLGommimist Eu- 
ropean capitals such events 
would be unremarkable, the 
natural progress of moderni- 
sation that follows a free-mar- 
ket economy. But even by 
Communist standards Romania 
was not a normal country 

Ceausescu’s legacy to his 
people - apart from a wrecked 
economy and crumbling na- 
tional infrastructure - is the 
massive presidential palace, on 
a hill overlooking Bucharest, 
that stiD casts a shadow, both 
real and metaphorical. But 
Ceausescu never got to stand 
on the palace’s balcony to re- 
ceive his people's acclaim. 
That honour was left to the for- 
mer president Ion Iliescu and 
ironically, one of capitalism’s 
ultimate icons - the pop star 
Michael Jackson. 

AdamLebor 
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Tbe Fiesta Finesse has everything you’ll ever want, an award-winning drive from 
its exciting 1.3SER engine, an advanced power steering system that makes 
manoeuvring fun, stylish metallic paint and sunroof, driver’s airbag and 
0 immobiliser as standard. And (as if driving the Resta isn’t entertaining enough) 


a 4-speaker, 


All on the road for 



With 


ways to pay it is even easier to drive away a Resta Rnesse 
1. £89pm with Oftlow 8.9% APR with 1 years Ford insurance 
2; £99pm with 11.9% APR with 2 years Ford insurance 

3 d% APR. 

(Plus deposit and optional finance purchase payments) 





Enjoyment 
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Briefing 


Budget day set for 9 March 

BUDGET DAY will be on Tuesday 9 March, it was 
announced yesterday. Responding to questions in the 
House of Commons, Gordon Brown, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer; named the day for his third Budget statement 
and said the government would continue to be disciplined 
on public spending- 

The Chancellor reaffirmed that the Government would 
meet its golden rule of only borrowing to invest He 
insisted Britain would not rejoin the European E xchang e 
Rate Mechanism, despite claims by the Conservatives that 
this would be a condition of eventual entry to the euro. 


Losses Increase at Mulberry 

MULBERRY, the troubled 



Wl? 



_ luxury goods group, 
pj reported increased first-half 
losses and scrapped its 
interim dividend. Founder 
Roger Saul (pictured) said 
trading was “as difficult and 
tough to read as I can 
remember”. Losses rose to 
£803,000 compared with 
£722,000 last time. 

The company which has 
issued a string of profits 
warning since floating on 
AIM two years ago. has been hit by the strong pound 
and a slump in demand from Asian buyers. Like-for-like 


retail sales are down 5 per cent on last yean 


White knight for P&S newspapers 

A CONSORTIUM of investors led by Charles Villi ers, former 
head of Scottish Radio’s newspaper division, emerged 
yesterday as one of at least four potential white knights 
willing to rescue Portsmouth & Sunderland newspapers 
from Johnston Press. Talks have taken place with Charles 
Brims, the chief executive of P&S, and the consortium has 
toe resources to top Johnston's offer, Mr Villlers said. 

Johnston acquired a 14.99 per cent stake last Friday at 
l,600p and has issued a tender offer at the same price for a 
further 10 per cent which closes on Saturday. The shares 
were fiat at L687.5p. 
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1.46 

S Korea Comp 

571. *7 6.27 

Ml 

651.95 

277 37 

1.0* 

Australia ASX 

2877.20 25.80 

0.91 

2902.90 

2386.70 
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MONEY MARKET RATES 


BOND YIELDS 


Mas 

3 Boot 

6 Vr cfac 

War 

Tr chi 10 Tear Tr chc Lose bead Vr dot 

UK 

5.82 

-1.75 


5 52 

-1.98 

*.13 


-1.99 

4.19 

-i 

US 

4.97 

-0.66 


5.0* 

-0.68 

*.67 


1.03 

5.12 

0.83 

Japan 

0.47 

-0.30 


0.*8 

-0.26 

1.95 


-0.13 

2.93 

0.23 

Germany 3.07 

-0*7 


2.98 

-O.S2 

3.64 


-1.48 

*.58 

-1.1* 



CURRENCIES 


POUND 

at 5pm Chang* -T r Ago 

"From 1/1/99 (tor ooro 

DOLLAR 

at Spot Change 'Tr Ago 

Dollar 1.6470 

- 0 . 39 c 1.6398 

Sterling 0.6072 +0.1 *p 0.6098 

Euro l.**63 

+O.90C 1.6079 

Euro 1.1389 -0.88c 1.1665 

Ytefi 191.63 

+V0.97 205.02 

Ytn 116.55 +¥0.81 12*97 

£ index 100.60 

+0.30 104.40 

S index 105.60 +0.70 108.50 

1 OTHER INDICATORS 

Char 

Qig Tr Ago 

Indra Chg Vr ago Moot Bga 

Brent Oil tSl 10.92 

-0.08 15.71 

GDP 1 15.40 3.00 112.0* Mar 

Gold iSl 283.95 

0.75 30S.38 

RPI T 64.40 2.80 159.S2 Jan 

Silver (5) 3.09 0.01 6.02 

www.bloomberg.com/uk 

Base teles 6.00 7.25 

SOURCE: BLOOMBERG 

TOURIST RATES 

Australia ($) 

2.5380 

Mexican (nuevo peso) 15.25 

Austria (schillings) 

19.19 

Netherlands (guilders) 3.0753 

Belgium (francs) 

56. A 1 

New Zealand (S) 2.3499 

Canada (5) 

2.4408 

Norway (kroner) 1 1 .98 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.80S9 

Portugal (escudos) 278.62 

Denmark (kroner) 

10M 

Saudi Arabia (rials) 6.0029 

Finland (markka) 

8.3270 

Singapore (S) 2.6576 

France (francs) 

9.1679 

South Africa (rands) 9.6020 

Germany (marks) 

2.7431 

Spain (pesetas) 232.20 

Greece (drachma) 

450.46 

Sweden (kronor) 1 2.65 

Hong Kona (Si 

12.38 

Switzerland (francs) 2.2609 

Ireland (punts) 

1.0983 

Thailand (bahts) 55.79 

Indian (rupees) 

62.95 

Turkey (llrasi) 522779 

Israel (shekels) 

6.2130 

USA (S) T .6093 

Italy (lira) 

2716 


Japan (yen) 

186.77 

ffjw fo r ms^axm jriijpc-Mr 

Malaysia (ringgits) 

5.9719 

Malta (lira) 

0.6095 

Source Thomas Cook 


Ford aims for the top with 


$6.5bn Volvo cars takeover 


by Michael Harrison 


THE BIG PLAYERS IN THE WORLD CAR INDUSTRY 


FORD YESTERDAY set its 
sights on becoming the world's 

leading manufacturer of luxu- 
ry cars after announcing the 
$6.5bn <£4bn) takeover erf the 
car division of Volvo. 

The deal with toe Swedish 
manufacturer, the latest in a 
series of mega-mergers in the 
motor industry; wQl increase 
Ford’s world market share to 14 
percent and is likely to prompt 
a further wave of consolidation. 

Jacques Nasser Fbrd chief 
executive, said it intended to 
produce 700,000 luxury vehicles 
next year with the ultimate 

arm of reaching 1 million units 

a year. He said Volvo, together 
with Ford’s other luxury mar- 
ques, Lincoln and Jaguar gave 
it “a wonderful footprint'’ in toe 
upmarket car sector 

Mr Nasser also hinted that 
Ford, the world's second- 
biggest car maker behind Gen- 
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overpaid for Volvo. The car 
division has revenues of about 


eral Motors, was still on the 
acquisition trail. “It is a good 
time to be expanding the busi- 
ness," he said. “We never say 
never and we are always eager 
to look at any opportunity that 
makes sense for us.” 

Ford is rumoured to have 
been in takeover talks with 
Nissan of Japan and BMW 


the 


which owns Rover and 
Rolls-Royce marque. 

Fiat of Italy said it had been 
in discu ss i on s to buy the entire 
Volvo group, including its com- 
mercial vehicles arm, but had 
not been interested in a deal 
involving only the car division. 

Compared with Fbrd, which 
made 6.8 million cars last year 


Volvo is a minnow with total 
sales of just 400,000. Leif 
Johansson, the chief execu- 
tive of Volvo, said that with vol- 
umes as small as that it could 
not fund the development of 
future models, invest ade- 
quately in new technology or 
support its dealer network. 

Analysts said Ford may have 


be worth about $5ba 

But BiD Fbrd, chairman of 
Ibid, said toe deal would pay 
its way from day one. He said 

there would be increased sales 

and economies of scale in pur- 
chasing, engineering, platform 
development and distribution. 
Fbrd declined to put a value on 
toe expected savings, but it 
there would be no 
plant closures. 

Volvo said it would use toe 
$&5bnafcashto “aggressively 
expand” its commercial vehi- 
cles division, which makes 
trucks and buses and con- 
struction equipment Volvo has 
already bought a 13 per cent 
stake in rival Scandi n avian 
truck maker Scania and pro- 
posed a full merger creating toe 
biggest truck rnaker in Europe 
with 30 per cent of the market 
Fbrd and Volvo will jointly 


own the Volvo marque, apply- . 

ine it to toeir respective range ^ 

of vehicles. Mr Nasser said ‘ 
there was “huge potential” to 
expand Volvo’s product range 
and geographic presence: 60 
per cent of its sales are m 
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and the Volvo range, which 
runs from S40/S70 small and 
medium-sized cars to the S80. : 

jjj Johannson said- Vblvo '■ 
examined many options before * 
deciding to seD out to Fbrd. The - 
US investment bank JP Morgan 
conducted toe auction. 

Mr Nasser pledged Tfotro • 
would continue to be managed' ~ 
from Gothenburg and- retain a. 
strong research and develop- 
ment presence in Sweden. He 
R>rd would respect and 
build on the traditional; 
strengths of the Volvo brand - 
safety care for the envinminent 
and family-oriented design, vjjk 
Outlook, page 


Who’s next 
in the race 


to merge? 


By Vaughan freeman 


THE PROBLEM is that there are 
too many car makers making 
too many cars. It costs a mini- 
mum of Slbn to develop a vol- 
ume car; and few corporations 
can bear such costs, particular 
in an industry estimated by an- 
alysts KPMG to be capable of 
building 15 million cars a year 
more than it can selL Profit mar- 
gins on new car sales are so thin 
that some dealers claim only to 
make money on after-sales ser- 
vice and used cars. 

So consolidation is one an- 
swer The larger the car maker, 
the greater its buying power 
and the bigger toe discounts it 
can squeeze from components 
suppliers. 

The mega-takeover ball was 
set rolling last year with the 
£55bn creation of the transat- 
lantic DaimlerChrysler colos- 
sus. Today there are about 20 
leading car makers, but Daim- 
ler chairman Jurgen Schrempp 
believes there is room only for 
10. Ford’s Alex lYotman 
believes only five will survive. 

So who’s next? Even such 
apparently bomb-proof names 
as Nissan have had their hats 
tossed into toe ring as prospec- 
tive takeover targets. 

The benefits of takeovers for 
toe carmakers are huge. Mod- 
em car design technology means 
that different-looking cars ran , 
under the skin, share the same 
floor pars, or basic chassis, hi the 


Volkswagen stable, the latest 
range of small VT? Skoda. Seat 
and Audi cars largely share toe 
same underpinnings. 

The Ford Galaxy and Seat 
Alhambra people-movers are 
toe same cars, as are toe Ford 
Maverick and Nissan Terrano 
off-roaders. the Peugeot 806 
and Citroen Synergie people- 
movers. and the Fbrd Probe 
and Mazda coupes. 

Ford will see Volvo as slotting 
in neatly between its blue oval- 
badged mass-produced cars 
and its dearer, upmarket 
Jaguars. The new acquisition 
will help the American firm 
compete with the BMW 5 Se- 
ries, bigger Audis and Mer- 
cedes-Benz cars. 

Fbrd’s range, costing from 
£8,000 to £27.000, makes its 
money primarily through sales 
of small cars such as toe Ka, 
Focus and Puma, and its huge- 
ly popular mid-range Mondeo. 
The bigger Fbrd Scorpio has 
been constantly slated by crit- 
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William Clay Ford Jr, the Ford chairman, during a tele-conference with Swedish media at the car-maker's 


headquarters in Dearborn, Michigan, yesterday. 


Carlos Osorio! AP 


ics. Fbrd has tackled the grow- 
ing 4-by-4 off-road market with 
the Maverick and the US-style 
Explorer, and its Galaxy is a 
best-selling multi-purpose ve- 
hicle fMPV). Volvo has all- 
wheel drive cars, but no 
genuine off-roader and no MFV 
people carrier. 

Vblvo has revamped its fur- 


niture-lugging image by spon- 
soring motor sport, yachting and 
cycling, as well as revolutionis- 
ing its £14.000 to £36,000 model 
range. The S80 saloon has been 
described as having the world’s 
best turbo engine, and fee C70 
two-door coupe is stylish. 

Fbr Volvo estate lovers there 
is still the huge V70 and the 


smaller V40. If there is aqy 
model overlap with fbrd, it is 
the S40 saloon, a Mondeo rival. 

Volvo brand values, which 
indude toe its “green" creden- 
tials, and its safe, secure her- 
itage will also bring Fbrd a new 
group of customers that Fbrd 
cars seem unable to reach. 

Ford, which also owns Aston 


450 jobs go in Volvo truck plant closure 


VOLVO DEALT a hammer 
blow to Scotland yesterday by 
confirming that its Irrine 
truck and bus plant will close 
next year with the loss of 450 
jobs, writes Michael Harri- 
son. Production will be moved 
to Belgium and Sweden. 


Unions were furious that 
the announcement was 
made in the midst or talks 
over a rescue for the facili- 
ty. Danny Carrigan, Scottish 
regional secretary of the 
AEEU engineering union, 
warned the closure would 


mean 1,000 job losses in 
total. He said: “This is dev- 
astating news and we will 
campaign to reverse the de- 
cision. We believe the plant 
is efficient and productive 
and that closure does not 
make business sense." 


Mr Carrigan was going 
ahead with a meeting yes- 
terday with Gus Macdonald, 
Scottish Industry Minister, 
on keeping the plant open. 
The onion plan includes pro- 
ductivity improvements and 
investment fay truck buyers. 


Martin, have been careful to dis- 
tance those luxury marques 
from their volume cars. Even 
so, Astons and Jaguars benefit 
from Fbrd purchasing power 
and development, and in- 
creasingly feature components 
also used in Fbrd cars. 

At the same time Fherd is pro- 
moting specific models by their 
own names, such as the Ka, 
Fbcus and Cougar - cars as 
brands within a brand - in toe 
hope that owners will talk not 
of owning a Ford, but a Fbcus. 

Those who fear that the 
Vblvo name will die need not 
worry. Buying toe brand is as 
important as the factories that 
go wife it As wife Jaguar; Fbrd 
is certain to keep the Volvo 
name, with all it evokes in mo- 
torists who tink it automatical- 
ly with solidity and strength. 
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Board split threatens to derail GRE auction 


•fc. >'1 yield 


A BOARDROOM split is threat- 
ening to derail the takeover auc- 
tion for the insurance group. 
Guardian Royal Exchange, 
with the GRE chief executive 
John Robins understood to 
favour a “go-it-alone" strategy 
rather than accepting any of the 
offers that have emerged so far 
for the group. 

The board of GRE is due to 
meet this morning to consider 
two rival bids that have been 


By Andrew Garfield 
Financial Editor 


tabled with its advisers, Morgan 
Stanley, by Royal and SunAl- 
liance and Eureko, the um- 
brella grouping comprising 
nine European insurance 
groups. 

However; Mr Robins, who 
has just taken over as chief 
executive from John Sinclair, is 
believed to have been per- 


suaded by a recent circular 
from HSBC Investment Bank 
that the group should reject the 
offers and attempt to stay 
independent 

It is believed that several of 
the executives, including Mr 
Robins’ deputy Peter Owen 
who would take over as chief 
executive under the plans, may 
be on his side. 

The fact that Mr Robins has 
been swayed by toe opinion of - 


a rival bank bas angered Mor- 
gan Stanley, who were called in 
after a takeover approach from 
AXA last year; ostensibly to 
handle an auction for the group, 
at toe suggestion of Sir Anthony 
Tennant, a senior adviser to the 
firm who sits on toe GRE board 
In a non-executive capacity 
The Takeover Panel was 
yesterday asked to investigate 
the role of HSBC following a 
complaint that it was acting for 


Mr Robins independently of 
the GRE board. But the panel 
has decided not to take any 
action after satisfying itself 
that HSBC has no for mal advi- 
sory role, despite the fact that 
Mr Owens, the GRE deputy 

chief executive, is believed to be 
close to the bank. 

“Morgan Stanley has been 
acting wife one arm behind its 
back,” said one of those 
involved with negotiations. 


The circular by HSBC 
insurance analyst Nick Bunker 

10 days ago, said that the group 
would be worth 473p on 
breakup, considerably more 
than either bidder was willing 
tooffer in cash terms. Morgan 
Stanley has told toe GRE board 

that the figure is “not realistic”. 

■ tast week made an 

indicative offer of 390p a share, . 
with Eureko believed to be 
ready to offer 400p. 
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Around the World’s Markets 


LONDON 


ANOTHER BUSY session saw 
turnover topping 1.3 billion, but 
blue chips failed to hold earfy 
gains. At one time Footsie was up 
83.4 points; it closed 3.9 down at 
5,872 ^Supporting shares, buoyed 
by takeover rumours, were strong. 

There was evidence of 
persistent overseas buying, with 
some domestic fund managers 
prepared to trim holdings where 
they were sitting on profits. ICI led 
the Fbotsie retreat, falling 2l5p to 
525p as investment house WestLB 
Pawn ure said sell. 

Derek Pain, page 23 


NEW YORK 


CAUTIOUS comments from Alan 
Greenspan - “You cannot have the 
US as an oasis of prosperity in the 
rest of the world if the rest of the 
world is in serious trouble* 1 - 
failed to dent the Dow, which rose 
82 points to 9.282 in afternoon 
trading. Warnings that Internet 
stocks were rising on a “lottery 
principle” - some will be winners, 
some losers - failed to trouble the 
Nasdaq, up 52 points to 2,459.57. 
“Undoubtedly, some of these 
small companies will succeed... 
The vast majority are almost sure 
to fail,” said Mr Greenspan. 


TOKYO 


STOCKS dipped into negative 
territory at toe end after gains over 
the past three days, with the Nikkei 
225 dosing down 0.75 per cent at 
14,342.3. 

leaders said prices had drifted as 
cancellations of cross-share 
holdings were offset by firmer 
prices in hi-tech issues, reflecting 
the dollar's firmer tone against the 
yen. Uncertainty in overseas equity 
markets was also making investors 
cautious. “Investors were generally 
on toe sidelines. The market lacked 
energy to rise above toe resistance 
at the 14.500 level." said one analyst 


HONG KONG 


THE HANG SENG index fell 358.7 
points, or 3.69 per cent, to 9.360.96 
with sentiment overshadowed by 
the expiry of the January fatures 
contract, the overnight fall on 
Wall Street and continued 
nervousness about Brazil. 

The commercial and industrial 
sector and financial sector each 
fell 4 per cent, with the property 
and utilities sectors dose behind. 

Traders are also anticipating 
bad news when the results season 
begins in earnest next week, with 
Bank of East Asia leading the way 
on Tuesday- 
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Gothenburg finds its sugar daddy 


HOWDY VALL over there in Gothen- 
burg. Bill FbrdPs the name. That’s 
a mighty big clue in case ya hadn't 
alrehdy geyssed. Ma people tell 
me you bin lookin’ for a sugar daddy 
and I’m here to say ya sure as hell 
found one. Let’s soy §6.5 bn and you 
can keep the trucks. Sounds even 
better if ya say it in crowns, Leif Let 
me tell ya I jus' love all that stuff 
“bout safety and reespect for fami- 
ly values *0’ the environment An’ I 
know you'll rub along jus' fine with 
the other guys in our III* old family, 
ySuncoln and Jagwar 

Btird has a history of overpaying 
for up-market car brands and Volvo 
is no exception. It has taken Detroit 
a decade to begin justifying the 
£i.6bn splashed out on Jaguar and 
Sweden may prove a similarly long 
and winding road. The Ford top 
brass think cfVblvD as a luxury mar- 
que to set alongside the likes of 
Jaguar's ravishing new S-dass. 
They have obviously forgotten about 
the 340, which ranks high in the top 
10 list of ugliest cars this century. 

But what VoJvo has got is a 
unique identity and a niche and, in 
the new S and V range, some cars 
worthy of the name. Fbrd is just too 
big and mean to occupy that terri- 
tory for ail its expensive attempts 



Outlook 

to persuade the world they are buy 
mg a Ka or a Puma as opposed to 
a plain old Fbrd. Nor does it think 
laterally enough to invent new mar- 
kets - as Renault Espace and now 
the Renault Megane have. So in- 
stead it buys identities - think of 
Aston Martin and the AC Cobra, 
which was also once part of the Fbrd 
stable. 

Just because Fbrd has overpaid, 
it doesn’t mean the deal was not 
worth it Flat or Volkswagen would 
have stolen Volvo from under its 
nose if only the Swedes could have 
been persuaded to part with the 
commercial vehicles division as 
welL 

Because it is about complemen- 


tary, non-competing brands, the 
Fbrdr-Vohro deal brings none of the 
giant-sized headaches that a merg- 
er between two volume carmakers 
would create in its wake. For the 
same reason there is less cost to 
take out, no matter how clever 
Fbrd is in combining purchasing 
and sharing platforms among dif- 
ferent models. 

Volvo should fit neatly into a 
sub-sector below Lincoln and 
Jaguar Fbr a start, it attracts a 
much bigger proportion of women 
buyers and its drivers are sub- 
stantially more youthful. In Dear- 
born, where every marque is really 
just part of Bill’s extended family, 
they dream of satisfying the up-mar- 
ket aspirations of everyone, dad, 
mom and junior. 

The Vbivo deal shows that, these 
days, size really does matter At 
400,000 units it was too big to com- 
mand the premium of real special- 
ist brands but too small to survive 
alone in a world where environ- 
mental and technical advances pre- 
vent all but the real heavyweights 
from funding model development. 

BMW will have to start looking 
over its shoulder; if ever the Quandt 
family could be persuaded to selL 
But the European car maker with 


the more immediate problems is 
Fiat, now that its obvious merger 
partner has been gobbled up by the 
Fbrd machine. 

Insurance 

WHO SAID insurance was a dreary 
old business? Guardian Royal Ex- 
change is doing its best to make a 
drama out of a crisis, as they say In 
the trade. Today we await the de- 
nouement in that mystery play 
known as Who'll buy the GRE? 

The story so fax GRE, a peren- 
nial bid target if ever there was one, 
is put firmfy into play in November 
when the French insurer Axa, lets 
it be known that it is contemplating 
a bid. An approach at 350p a share 
gets a polite but firm Non. 

The non-execs nevertheless de- 
cide it would be a good idea to test 
the market and, urged on by Sir An- 
thony Tennant, ask Morgan Stanley 
to conduct an auction. Sir Anthony 
happens to be a senior adviser to 
said American investment bank. 

As auctions go, it is not exactly 
a rowdy affair. Royal Sun Alliance 
raises its hand with a bid worth 380p 
to 390p a share when up pops Eu- 
reko, a motley bunch of European 


finflnrint institutions with a rival 
offer 

But wait, who’s this entering 
stage left? It is John Robins, the 

GRE’s chief executive, clutching an 

HSBC Securities brokers report 
saying the business is worth 473p. 
In his other hand is a plan which 
says let's keep the GRE indepen- 
dent. 

One of the bidders understand- 
ably grumbles that perhaps the 
GRE board is not, shall we say en- 
tindy united. The Takeover Panel is 
called in to find out whether GRE 
has been wasting everyone’s time 
HSBC solemnly swears that it has 
not been acting in an advisory ca- 
pacity to Mr Robins, no siree. Any- 
body who thinks Morgan Stanley 
has been conducting an auction with 
one hand tied behind its back is 
barking up the wrong tree. 

Throughout this long charade 
there have been just two brief Stock 
Exchange statements. One from the 
GRE to confirm it was considering 
a range of options which may lead 
to an offer Another from Royal 
Sun Allian ce, confirming it was 
considering an offer. 

In keeping with its Tbappist 
stance, GRE will not say whether 
today’s board meeting to decide the 


future of the business will be fol- 
lowed by a statement which en- 
lightens the rest of us as to its 
intentions. 

That would be par for the course. 

But the bidders have the right to 
know whether to pack their bags or 
get hostile and shareholders have 
a right to know whether the board 
is united and, if so, in whose inter- 
ests exactly. 

Stock exchanges 

AT ANY normal wedding, fbr the 
groom to be eyeing up the talent in 
the front row while saying “I do” to 
his bride would merit a slap in the 
free. But in tying the knot yesterday 

with the handsome beau from the 
Paris Bourse, the Swiss stock ex- 
change cannot complain if it spot- 
ted its partner’s eyes wandering 
during the ceremony. 

Jean-Francois Theodore, the 
head of the Paris bourse, has made 
no secret that his prime interest is 
in musdingin on the engagement 
between the London and Frankfurt 
stock exchanges and turning it into 
a menage a trois. 

Tempting the Swiss up the aisle 
is just a step towards that inevitable 


goal. The big international bankers 
and brokers who trade on Europe’s 
stock exchanges want one pan-Eu- 
ropean dealing system and one set 
of rules, and don’t much care how 
they get there. The exchanges 
accept the arguments. But there are 
formidable obstacles in the way. 

The FVench want everyone to get 

around a table and agree on one 
trading platform and one - pre- 
sumably French - set of rules. But 
time is pressing on. After years of 
meetings and nothing but high- 
flown declarations to show for it, 
London and Frankfurt have opted 
to get on with it a deux, and leave 
the grand scheme for another day. 
It seems the FYench are taking the 
same view. 

The way things are going Lon- 
don and Frankfort may soon be 
adding a futures market deal to 
their existing stock exchange al- 
liance. Officials at Lifie, the belea- 
guered London Futures and 
Options Exchange, were too polite 
to say so. But Chairman Brian 
Williamson will have been cheered 
no end to discover that the steam- 
roller movement oE Frankfort’s 
Eurex has come to a halt, for the 
time being at least, on the outskirts 
of Chicago. 
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TRW starts LucasVarity 
bid battle with £4bn offer 
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THE PROSPECT of a take-over 

i j battle for LucasVhrity, the car 
j parts and aerospace group, in- 
i creased l ast ni ght after the US 
| engineer TRW launched a £4bn 
| agreed bid and its rival Fader- 
jal Mogul threatened to mount 
take-over offer. 

. . -.vif] The move by Ohio-based 
.:f:^TRW which is proposing to 
’•■dal pay288pin cash for each share 
V "• U& company, put an end 

-‘M] to weeks of intense speculation 
over the future of Lucas. Ex- 
ecutives in the two companies, 
which had been in talks since 
mid-December; bailed the pro- 
________ .posed deal, (me of the largest 

HuT ever in the automotive industry 
* a “perfect combination". 
J-^;Tbey said the merged group 


By Francesco Guerkera 
and Michael Harrison 

would be a world leader in the 
production of car brakes, steer- 
ing systems and defence com- 
ponents, with combined sales of 
around $l9bn (£ll.8bn). 

But tw o hours after Lucas 
and TRW announced their deal, 
the US car parts group, Feder- 
al Mogul, said it could increase 
an earlier £3.6bn cash-and- 
shares bid approach which had 
been rebuffed by the Lucas 
board last week, federal Mogul 
urged Lucas shareholders to 
reject TKW’s offer and de- 
manded to see confldentialdata 
on Lucas already semi by TRW 
The events took a further twist 


when it emerged that Lucas 
would have to pay TRW £30m 
if the take-over fell through. 

Lucas shares rose 7p to 
2905p, above TRWs offer price, 
an indication that the market 
believes that a bid battle be- 
tween the two US suitors could 
push the final price higher. 

Victor Rice, the UK compa- 
ny’s chief executive who will be- 
come deputy chairman in a 
TKW-Lucas group, dismissed 
Federal Mogul's requests. Mr 
Rice, who is set to head the au- 
tomotive operation of the 
merged entity; said the take- 
over by TRW bad the backing of 
the Lucas board because the 
synergies between the two were 

‘•dr amaticaiy higher 


The merger of Lucas' ex- 
pertise in brakes and fuel in- 
jection and TRWs em phasis on 
steering and suspension would 
enable the company to offer a 
complete package of parts to 
the world's largest carmarkers. 

Joe Gorman, chairman of 
TRW, said that the combined 
business would achieve savings 
of at least $200m a year within 
tiro to three years. There would 
be one- off redundancies and re- 
structuring charges of$200m to 
$400m but Mr Gorman said 
TRW did not plan big job loss- 
es among Lucas Varity’s 25,000 
employees. He admitted there 
would be a number of redun- 
dancies among administrative 
staff, but he was not planning 


large-scale closures of plants. 
“On balance, we would expect 
employment to grow in the UK 
over the next 18 months.” 

He said there were no plans 
to sell off LucasVhrity’s aero- 
space business and he did not 
expect to have any personality 
dashes with Mr Rice. 

The TRW chairman said he 
had “every intention" of win- 
ning control of Lucas, but ana- 
lysts say he could have to 
increase the offer by up to 10 
per cent City observers said 
TRWs 288p bid was not a 
knock-out blow. Federal Mogul 
would have to bid consider- 
ably higher than TRW or in- 
crease the cash consideration 
of its offer 
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IN BRIEF 


Four more Sears directors resign 
from board after Green takeover 

Tjfo MORE executive directors and two non-executive 
electors of Sears have resigned from the group board 
following the £548m takeover by Philip Green. 

John Fearmund, the chief executive of the Freemans 
mail order business, and John Lovelock, who ran (he 
d ©thing operations, are stepping down from the board, 
but will still run the businesses. Non-executives Edward 
Lea and Alison Camwath have also resigned Sir Bob 
Reid, chairman and Lord Ttebbit, a non-executive director; 
stay until the close of the bid period on 19 February to 
protect the interests of minority shareholders. 

Yahoo buys GeoCities for $3.6bn 

YAHOO, one of the few Internet high-flyers in profit, has 
agreed to buy GeoCities for $3.6bn (£2J2bn)in stock, giving 
the world’s biggest Internet search service more than 3.5 
million customers with personal web pages. The offer 
valued GeoCities at $113.66 a share, a 52 per cent 
premium on Wednesday’s close. By midday yesterday, 
GeoCities shares had jumped 51 per cent while Yhhoo 
rose $17% to $353.50. GeoCities, which provides a virtual 
community for users to share ideas, lost $i9.8m in 1998. 

EMU could yield 4% interest rate 

]tj£U0VES towards EMU membership could deliver the 
lowest interest rates for almost 50 years, says the 
National Institute of Economic and Social Research 
(NIESR), in its economic review. A favourable inflation 
outlook and preparation for EMU membership could lead 
rates to fall below 4 per cent in 2001, NIESR said. 

GWR to pay £26m for Orchard 

GWR, the operator of independent radio licences in the 
South, East and Midlands, has agreed to pay £25.6m cash 
for Orchard Radio, which operates four radio licences 
serving l mill to" people in Devon, Dorset and Somerset. 


French and 
Swiss bourses 
join forces 


BY Lea Paterson 

EUROPE’S EXCHANGES yes- 
terday moved one step nearer 
to a single, pan-European stock 
market after the Swiss and 
French bourses announced 
plans to join forces. 

The link-up follows the al- 
liance formed last summer be- 
tween the London and German 
stock exchanges and a series of 
talks between the heads of the 
various Eluix^ean bourses to- 
wards the end of last yean 

According to insid ers, the de- 
cision of the SWX Swiss Ex- 
change and the SBF-Paris 
Bourse to sign a partnership 
agreement presented no im- 
pediment to the creation of a 
pan-European stock market 

Most saw the Swiss-French 
link-up as an attempt to in- 
crease bargaining power uw-dr- 
t ns the London and Frankfurt 
pwrhanggs rather than as a 
move to create a competitor to 
the Anglo-German alliance. 

A spokesman for the London 
Stock Exchange said: “Our dis- 
cussions with the European ex- 


changes have confirmed our 
a>mmonob3ectrveofbuikfinga 
pan-European stock market 
The statement fro m the French 
and Swiss exchanges re-em- 
phasises their intention to work 
towards that" 

Jean-Frangois Theodore, 
chief executive of the Paris 
Bourse, said: “This agreement 
takes international en-oper atinn 
one step further” 

Under the terms of yester- 
day’s partnership agreement 
members of both exchanges 
should be able to trade Swiss 
and French equities and bonds 
by the summer 
Meanwhile, members of the 
Chicago Board of Itade, the 
world’s largest futures ex- 
change, voted to scrap plans to 
jom forces with Eurex, the Ger- 
man -Swiss derivatives ex- 
change. CBOT members voted 
450 to 390 against the alliance 
after David Brennan, the new 
CBOT chairman, voiced con- 
cerns about the terms of the 
deaL Eurex is now expected to 
seek alternative partners. 

Outlook, this page 


DUNFERMLINE 


New Borrower’s Interest Rate 

Dunfermline Building Society's variable tare for new 
mortgages for owner-oeexipiera is now 7.20%. 

Rates for ocher types of lending are available on 
request. 

Notice to Existing Borrowers 

From I February 1999, die Society’s variable races of interest 
for existing borrowers will be reduced by 0.25% pa gross. For 
borrowers with fixed rare mortgages, this change will affect 
‘ "the rate charged after the fixed rare period. 

Borrowers on the budget repayment scheme are not required 
to take any action and individual notices will be issued co 
borrowers outwith the scheme. 



Wace accepts US offer 
to escape Photobition 


By Clifford German 


based graphic imaging spe-. 
cialist, yesterday leapt into the 
arms ofSchawk, an acquisitive 
American white kn ig h t, to es- 
cape last month’s hostile offer 
from Photobition, its smaller 
but profitable UK rival 

Wacesbaresjumpedl75pto 
close at 75.5p, 5.5p above 
Schawk’s offirat after Whce 
revealed it had had more than 
one approach. However Wace 
directors are recommending 
Schawk’s cash offer of 70p a 
share and one 10.625 per cent 
subordinated note for each 


Wace preference share, which 
values the company at £94.6m. 

The cash offer is 20.6 per 
cent above the market price on 
Wednesday night It also tops 
Photobition's alternative cash 
offer of 50p and offers Wace 
shareholders a 72 A per cent 
premium over the price of their 
shares, which dosed at 4JL5p on 
18 December; the day before 
Photobition's offer: 

Over 60 per cent of Wane's 
business is nowin the US, and 
the two businesses are a good 
fit, with Schawk’s strength at 
the pre-packaging stage com- 
plementing Wace’s expertise in 
advertising, a spokesman said. 
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Davos to 
focus on 


and US 


.«*■; by Jeremy Warner 
ij,' in Davos, Switzerland 


» t 


- .... ~. k ; ; ■ THE BRAZIL crisis and the 

;;;v growing US ti^cte deficit are ex- 

r f *'£'■ pected to top the agenda at 
vr ’£} '■ informal meetings of G7 lead- 

■ \ -4^. £ ers today and this weekend at 

V? r£-t' annua J Wbrid Economic 
[} “ fv>rum meeting in Davos. 

,'r . J ^Officials said Gordon Brown, 
the Chancellor, would press 
Robert Rubin, the US Treasury 
" Secretary. on the need for ur- 

' gent reform of the Intematioo- 

•' i £ ; ? ai Monetary F\md in view of the 
j; . seriousness of the Brazil crisis. 
:i : 2> Mr Rubin plans bilateral 

• * }£ talks with finance ministers at 
t £ the Fbrum. including those 

• :£ ? from France and Mexico. A 
_• £ y- ' general, albeit private, meeting 

-V . of aD political leaders attending 

• the Fbrum is also planned. 

: *2 Brazilian finance rain- 

ister. Pedro Sampaio Malan. 
-V # cancelled his visit at the last 
;»?;*■’ minute because of intense 
\ negotiations with the IMF. 

' * More prosaic reasons were 

* dted by others for non-atten- 

• 7 ;• dance at what is widely seen as 

■ ‘ >. Europe’s premier business net- 

v* ^'..working conference. Heavy 

' snowfalls caused extensive de- 

r ' - 1) on 1:03(15 approaching the 

• Si ji -4 Strtss Alpine resort, forcing 

• * t some delegates, including US 

• Vice-President AI Gore, to 
rjris’t a^ ( tonplanstoflymbybeli- 
t > » copter and use the train. 

*- • || s A less visible Russian pres- 

_• •• Kij^ence than m previous years was 

* r' : "-ttaSSjyi blamed on growing economic 

disintegration in the former 
1 t. : _4 Soviet Union. “Davos is no 

' 1 — -»«. longer interested in us, and we 

,J ■’* n are not interested in Davos,” 

- ‘Jj said Russia's leading business 
V. £ :i daily, Kommersant 
. Amid anxiety about the US 

- ' position as spender of last re- 

• 1 ^fsortin the world economy, Ken 

i chief economist and 

• ' j r= : strategist with Deutsche Bank 
v for Japan and Asia Pacific, said 
:~u; further interest-rate cuts and 
; U : j refiationary measures around 
-, r - . • — thf * world would kppp financial 

markets robust this year. 



For big returns, go 
with the little guys 


A security guard stands in front of the Davos Congress Centre yesterday as the 
annual week-long World Economic Forum gets under way Remy Steinegger 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Name 

Alphameric (SP) 

Turnover (£) 

11 46m (13 6am) 

Pre-tax (£) 
0.900m (0X1 Om) 

EPS 

I23p (D.CCp) 

Dividend 

•(■) 

Payday 

X-dtv 

Battens Crisps (F) 

3BXim(34.51m) 

3 01m(2.5€m) 

4.7Bp<4 67p) 

SXPO-Mp) 

16.04.99 

080299 

Bryaal Breap P) 

299.4m (2602m) 

29.5mpi.3m) 

7-1W5-2P) 

153p|1.4Sp) 

1604.99 

08 02X9 

ConsoOdated Ceal (I) 

3.59m (2.88m) 

O.0O4m{OXQ3m} 

-a2pK>2p> 

-10 

. 


CraiflWBns(l) 

2X7m(541m) 

-1.37m(4).074mj 

-6.9W-0.8p) 

-10 

. 


Fakptan coesaffing (T) 

1.53m (0.705m) 

0.31 5m(0.1 47m) 

0,17p{0 tip) 

0.049p(0X36pl 

06 04.99 

1503X9 

SoofluariBreuptn 

24.52mf22.53m) 

055Bm(1 28m) 

0.7pP.Op) 

D.3(H02p) 

28.02.99 

08X2X9 

bturnatiesN BreeOngs (f) 

2722m pi. J2m) 

207m(1.7Bm} 

10.6p(B.9p) 

3Xp(2.6p) 

2602-99 

06.02X9 

m«feys(F) 

4244m (4.096m) 

-4583m(-2.69Qm) 

-2.73p (-6.13)) 

HO 



Misysd) 

288m(178m| 

59m (32m) 

7.9p (5.4p) 

1.21P (1 Q5p) 

06.04 99 

06.02X9 

Mitany Groups 

1294m(7 3.77m) 

-0.B03mt-0.722m) 

-2.70W-2.30p) 


- 


lffW6raup(I) 

47.0m {39.61m) 

104m (0.944m) 

&9p (B-9p) 

29p£2.8p) 

03.05X9 

06.03X9 

|F> - Final (1) - Intern (0) 

-Quanoriy (SP) Sp* Period (V) • Nine Months 






‘Fishy stories 
‘fin the markets 

!;-t 

> STRANGE EVENTS seem to be 

: : f stirring in London Docklands 
^ — this week First there was a 
. ..V report that the London Stock 
- ; v Exchange was moving from 
its historic base in Tbreadnee- 
. ; ? :? j die Street to New BQHngsgate 
L - ^Market, the fish market 
• { ‘Ja^ecnt to Canary Wharf 
i. jfben there was the story 
~ : ^ that Bank of America has 
- -t junked plans to move its Euro- 
- — ~ pean Headquarters to Canary 
; 1 i>: Wharf “because of fears over 
; Britain being outside the euro". 
•;:ji Both stories have been firm- 
- — i-^ly denied by the parties 
involved - and both have got 
. i :1 • everyone hopping mad. 

: J A spokesman for the Stock 
Exchange derided the very 

idea that the exdiange planned 

^ to huiid a new dealing floor in 

the fonner fish market - “we’ve 
: ' ; only just gone electronic". 

A Bank of America spokes- 
}■ man dismissed the idea that it 
> had been scared off moving to 
. i Canary Wharf by Tony Blair’s 


People and 
Business 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 


dithering over European Mon- 
etary Union as ‘‘fantasy”. 

Maybe. But both stories 
indicate the nervousness in 
the Square Mile over London's 
future, particularly over the 
first month's figures for how 
much trading in the euro has 
been won by London - due out 
any day now. 

Shore of Israel 

SHORE CAPITAL Group, an 
independent broking and cor- 
porate finance house with 
strong links to Israel, is bene- 
fiting from global financial tur- 
moil. The 30-strong firm, which 
is a quarter-owned by Bank 
Leumi, is setting up an Israel 
Desk headed by Ian Kennedy, 
formerly head of emerging 



around the same time Caspian 
shut its doors. 

Still, it’s good news for 
Howard Shore, who founded 
Shore Capital Group in 1985. 
“We're into the Israeli market 
for the long term,” he says. 


BY ANDREW GARFIELD 
Financial Editor 

BIG IS ugfy in fund manage- 
ment That broadly, is the con- 
clusion to be drawn from the 
latest CAPS survey, the 
authoritative study of fund 
management performance 
sent out each year to Britain’s 
pension fund trustees. 

The 1998 survey, published 
yesterday by the CAPS con- 
sultancy. shows big household 
names such as Schroders, Mer- 
cury and Phillips & Drew lan- 
guishing near the bottom of the 
table, while star billing is token 
by virtual unknowns. 

The best performer in terms 
of the return on the flagshi p 
mixed- with-property fond last 
year is the little-known Bhji- 
Lord Abbett fund, 75 per cent 
owned by Rgi, the Japanese 
bank, and 25 per cent by Lord 
Abbett America's second- 
biggest independent fund man- 
agement group. It returned 
21 .2 per cent, compared with an 
average of 13 per cent Second 
place was taken by Singer & 
Friedlander at 18 per cent, and 
third place went to Swiss Life. 

Rqi, followed surprisingly 
by Royal SunAliiance, emerges 
as the most consistent per- 
former over the past five years. 

“The one thing the top five 
have in common is that they are 
all small,” says CAPS chief ex- 
ecutive John Clamp. Fliji man- 
ages $lbn globally but the UK 
fond tracked by the CAPS sur- 
vey manages just £26m. 

Simon Steele, Fuji's UK fond 
manager, says: “We do things 
slightly differently from the 
competition.” The firm’s style, 
be says, is Dot to pk± stocks but 
to identify whidi industries 
have the best growth potential 
and pricing flexibility globally. 
“We draw up the ideal charac- 
teristics and then go around the 
world and try and find them.” 

The result is a list of 800 
“best of breed” companies 
worldwide that are then 
screened financially and whit- 
tled down to a portfolio of 50 to 


nominated to join the board of 
the Britannia Building Society. 
Hie others where he has tried 
and failed are the Coventry, the 
Leeds & Holbeck, the PorL 
man, the Yorkshire and the 
Skipton. 


markets, European Equities 
aiBZW. 

BZW dint down emerging 
markets when it sold its 
remaining equities business to 
CSFB. Then Mr Kennedy 
moved to Caspian Securities, 
the emerging markets house 
founded by Christopher Heath 
- which in turn fell victim to the 
global financial fallout of last 
summer: 

Mr Kennedy will be joined at 
Shore Capital by a forma* col- 
league from BZW Ar non Ru- 
binstein, whose father was one 
of Israel’s most distinguished 
finance ministers. Upon BZWs 
demise Mr Rubinstein joined 
Santander Investment in Jan- 
uary 1998. That Spanish-owned 
investment house shut down its 
London equities business when 
Russia reneged on its debts - 


Butler rebuff CML top brass 


MICHAEL HARDERJV, the 
freelance butler and “carpet- 
bagger in chief”, has failed in 
his campaign to get elected to 
the boards of all seven of the 
largest remaining building 
societies, in order to force them 
to convert to banks. 

The Chelsea Building Soci- 
ety said yesterday that it had 
rejected the nomination of Mr 
Hardern as a director “through 
lack of sufficient support”. 

Mr Hardern’ s resolution to 
force the sodetyto convert, trig- 
gering “windfall" payoffs to its 
members, was also rejected 
“following legal advice on the 
grounds that it was invalid”. 

So far Mr Hardern, who also 
wants every citizen of the UK 
to be made a member of the 
House of Lords, has only been 


MEANWHILE, THE Council of 
Mortgage Lenders (CML), set 
up to represent both converted 
and unconverted building 
societies as well as the banks, 
has got some new top brass. 

No freelance butlers here, 
though. George Wise, manag- 
ing director of NatWest Mort- 
gage Services, succeeds John 
Massey as chairman of the 
CML Gren Fbhveli, deputy 
chief executive of Halifax, and 
Philip Williamson, marketing 
and commercial director of 
Nationwide Building Society; 
both become deputy chairmen 
of the CML. They succeed 
Charles Toner of Abbey 
National and George Wise. 

E-mail: j.vnUcockiQindepen- 
dentco.uk. 


* Notice to 

Halifax 

borrowers, 


The variable base rate for Halifax pic 
mortgage accounts (but not secured personal 
loan accounts) will be decreased by 0.25% pa. 
to 74 5% p a 

The new interest rate will take effect from 
1st February 1999 for existing borrowers. 
The monthly payment will be amended from 

* April 1999 for mortgage accounts on Budget 

* Plan and from the next review date for 
mortgage accounts on Annual Review. 


HALIFAX 


TWs advertteanem is Issued m comptanee with the Usting Rules of the London Stock Exchange United (the London Stock 
Exchange*)- AppScaflon has been made to the London Stock Exchange lor the whole of the Ordnaiy Share capkal and Warrants 
of British Smafler Technology Companies VCT pic (the Company*] k> esus and to be Issued to be admited to the Official List. This 
advertisement does not constloite on offer or Invitation to any person to subscitoe lor or purchase securities. H Is expected that 
deeJngs m (he Oninary Sharee and Warrants of the Company on the Official Lid wll commence on 8th Apri, 1999 in respect of 
a pp li c a t ions far both the 199699 tax year and the 1999/2000 tax year. 


British Smaller Technology Companies VCT pic 

(Incorporated and reg hi ei Bd in England and Wales unth registered number 3646045 

Offers for Subscription 

in respect of the 1998/1999 tax year and the 1999/2000 tax year 
of up to 15,000,000 Ordinary Shares of 10p each 
(with Warrants attached on a one for five basis) 
at lOOp per share payable in full on application 

Sponsored by 

BELL LAWRIE WISE SPEKE 

(a dhrision of Brawn Dolphin Securitas Ltd) 

Share capital following the Offers and assuming that they are fully subscribed 


Issued end maximum 
number to be 
leswed, fully paid 
Nominal Value Nu mber 

£1500002 15.000,002 


Authorised issued, fully psld 

Nomtal Value Number Nominal value Nu mber 

£2,500,000 25,000,000 OnSray Sharee of 1 0p eradi £ 1 ,500402 15,000,002 

The Company is a Venture Capital Trust within the meaning of Section 842AA of the Income and Corporation 
Taxes Act 1988. 


A prospectus has been published. Copies of the prospectus may be obtained free ot charge, fair collection only, 
during normal business hours from the date of this notice until 6th April, 1999 or such later date as the 1999/2000 
Offer may be extended from the Company's head office at Saint Martins House, 210-212 Chapeltown Road. 
Leeds LS7 4 HZ and may be Inspected at the Company Announcements Office at the London Stock Exchange. 
OM Broad Street. London EC2N 1HP. Copies of a mini-prospectus may be obtained during normal business 
hours from the date of this notice from; 

the offices of B rewin Dolphin Securities Ltd at 
34 Lisbon Street. Leads LSI 4LX 
S Gltspur Street, London EC1A 9BD 
7 Drumsheugh Gardens, Etfinburgh EH3 7QN 
Sutherland House, CasUebrldge, Cowbrfdge Road Feat . Cardiff CF1 SAB 

and at 

Yorkshire Fund Managers Limited, Saint Martins House, 210-212 Chapeltown Road, Leeds LS7 4HZ 
Generics Group Limited, Haiston MU, Harstpn, Cambridge CB2 5NH 

29th January. 1999 


News analysis: The major fund 
managers languish among the 
also-rans in the latest CAPS survey 

Top 5 and bottom 5 Funds in 1998" 


Fuji- Lord Abbett 


Return 
% pa 
21.2 


i Bottom 5 Return 

i %pa 

! Colonial 8.2 

> Murray Johnstone UT 8.2 

I Winterthur Life 7.6 

' Newton Exempt Intrepid 7.3 

r Abbey Life 5.7 

Index return, 1998 

-35 -25 -15 -5 0 5 15 25 35 

Erwgmg mkrs equities 

■ For East (ex Japan) 
equities 

Japanese- equities ^ 

Sterling cash 

Property ■■■. 

UK equities HUB 
Global bonds 


Singer 6 Friedlander 1 8.0 
Swiss Life 17.9 

Ulster Bank 1 7.7 

Friends Provident 1 7.7 

Return, 1998 

III 

: I 


IndeM-linked gilts | 
US-equirles | 
European equities I 


Top 5 and bottom 5 funds over five years” 


Top5 

Return 
% pa 

Bottom 5 Return 

% pa 

Glasgow Inv Mgrs 

19.3 

Newton Exempt Intrepid 

8.8 

Fuji- Lord Abbett 

17.8 

J Rothschild (M&G) 

8.6 

Swiss Life 

13.3 

Gartmore Lg Term Bal 

8.4 

Ivory 6 Sime 

13.2 

Murray Johnstone UT 

7.7 

Scottish Eq Global 

12.8 

National Mutual Life 

7.4 


-Mixed with property funds. Source: CAPS 


60 companies in which the fond 
actually invests. 

Clearly in the dunces’ class 
was Phillips & Drew, which 
came 67 out of 67 in the last 
quartet; although for the year 
the dubious distinction of com- 
ing bottom goes to Abbey Life. 

P&D fond manager Tony 
Dye’s dogged, now legendary 
determination to stay heavily in 
cash and bonds, avoid the US 
equity market altogether and be 
underweight in UK shares 


looked very smart in the third 
quartet; when aD gains made by 
competitors on the stock mar- 
ket in the first half were wiped 
out. But it looked less clever 
after the fourth quarter, when 
major markets staged a spec- 
tacular rally to end the year 
substantially up overall. 

But it would be wrong to 
focus on P&D alone. Over the 

last 12 months, Srhm rigrs ramp 
55th. Mercury came 32nd, while 
Morgan Grenfell now recover- 


ing from the severe setback it 
was dealt by the downfall of high- 
flyer Peter Tfoung three years 

ago, ended a respectable 20th. 

One factor that has hit the 
performance of many larger 
British funds is their faith in the 
UK small and medium-sized 
company sector, which seri- 
ously disappointed last yean 
David Montgomery, it has been 
said in the City, may not be the 
only FTSE 250 chief executive 
to find his job a casualty of the 

pressure on asset managers to 
hasten the process of deliver- 
ing the value they had expect- 
ed in these stocks. 

While the FTSE 100 rose by 
17.5 per cent last year; the 
FTSE 250 advanced just 42 per 
cent The unloved small cap 
index was down 8.1 per cent 

The big funds have also pur- 
sued a strategy of concentrat- 
ing their holdings so that they 
take fewer bigger bets on a 
handful of companies - great 
when their number comes up, 
but disastrous if bets go w rong 

Perhaps the most surprising 
statistic from the survey is that 
more than half of fund man- 
agers underperformed the 
index: not the first time this 
point has been made, but wor- 
rying still, considering that 
these people charge whopping 
fees to manage our pensions. 

Even more astonishing is 
that, judging from the growth (rf 
funds under management, un- 
derperforming the index, while 
embarrassing, does the big 
boys little harm. Everyone ac- 
knowledges the importance of 
performance, tort on this score 
trustees rarely vote with then- 
cash. Mr Clamp says: “Man- 
agers gat fired, first because 
they are not doing what they 
said they would do, and second 
because of poor administra- 
tion, like getting portfolio state- 
ments wrong. A very poor third 
comes performance.” 


NEW INVESTMENT RATES 

Effective from 29 January 1999 


AW UAL RATES 


40 DayAccesi Bond & 40 Day 
Accra Bond By Pod Onor n 

£1 XXXI - £250,000 


Qnefear Variable Rite Bond & 

Oh Ytm VtefaMe Ut Band By PM 

£50,000 - 1250,000 
£25.000 - £49.999 99 
£10,000 - £24,999.99 
£1.000 -£9.999.99 


Scarborough 30 & 30 By tatt 

£50.000 - £250.000 
£25JOOO- £49.999.99 
£10.000- £24.999.99 
£1,000 -£9.999.99 
£100 - £999.99 


Scuborau^i 7 ft 7 By ftw 

£25 mO - £250,000 
£10,000 - £24,999 99 
£5.000 - £9.999.99 
£1,000 - 14,999.99 


Scarborough Siuxfarttf 

£25.000 - £250000 
£10.000 - £24.999.99 
£5,000 - £9.999.99 
£100- £4.999.99 


Htngnfe Satrap Band & By ftidtt 


Sip«MMr (rates include a 1 % 
grtm interest bonu»)tt+ 

£25.000 -£250.000 
£10,000 - £24.999 99 
£5,000 - £9.999.99 
£10 - £4,999.99 


£1X00 - £IDJ)Q0 
£500 • £999.99 
£250 £499.99 
£700 • £249.99 
£10 - £99.99 


Mteqxafc Accostt 

£2.500 ■ £250,000 
£1 .000 - £2,499.99 
£15 - £999.99 


MCeqHafc By tart* 

£2^00 - £250X00 
£1,000 • £2.499.99 
£15 -£999.99 


But Pott Hus 

£25,000 - 1250X00 
£10,000- £24,999.99 


Scarbornegh first AoN* 
£25X00- £250,000 
£10X00 • £24.999.99 
£5X00 - £9.999.99 
£100- £4.999.99 


SabpVnmw 


"I UOMHL1 RATES 


Scarbarou^t Standardt 







£25.000 - £250.000 
£10X00 £24.999.99 
£5X00-19,999.99 
£100 £4.999.99 

3.5b 

2-94 

2.17 

1.76 

3X0 

2.90 

2-15 

1.75 

2X0 

Z32 

1.72 

1.40 

first fariPha 

D5XCO- 125CUOO 

336 

3-50 

■■ 

£10,000 - £24,999.99 

2.94 

2.90 

2-32 

Scarborough Fhst Ftett 




£25.000 - £250X00 

3Jb 

3.50 

2X0 

£10.000- £24.999.99 

2.94 

2.90 

2.32 

£5.000- £9,999.99 

2.17 

2.15 

172 

£100 - £4.999.99 

1.76 

1.75 

1.40 
















CLOSED ISSUES 


ANNUAL RATES 


Scarborough 120 & 1 20 ty lb* 
(35 Days Noticet 
£50X00 - £250.000 
£25X00 - £49.999 99 
£10X00 -£24.999.99 
£5,000 - £9.999.99 


Dirrcl Accra Bj Pod 
£25X00 - £250X00 
£10X00 - £24.999 99 
£5X00- £9.999.99 
£100 -£4.999.99 


Keeptafc Bonn* Jnteral 

£2^00 - £250X00 
£1X00 - £2,499.99 
£15 -£999.99 


Scarborough 100 Dhd Accra 
& 100 Dbed Accra* By Pod 

£25X«> • £250.000 
£10.000 - £24,999.99 
£5.000-19,999.99 
£1l»-£4,999.99 


Staiboroqgh 75 DiraJ Actes 
& 75 Deed tew By Fora 

£25X00 - £250X00 
£10X00 -£24.999.99 
£5X00 - £9,999.99 
£100- £4,999.99 


Scarborough fifty Direct Acer* 
l> Fifty Dfatd Accra By Fwt 
£25X00 • £250X00 
£10X00 -£24.999.99 
£5,000 - £9.999.99 
£100 - £4,999.99 


*.rR’ 



5.65 

565 

4X2 

5.35 

5X0 

If! 

428 

4.16 

5.10 

S.10 

4.06 

3.65 

3.05 

1 

2.92 

244 

2.75 

2-75 

220 

2.70 

2.70 

216 

430 1 

42)5 

4X0 

4J0 | 

425 ! 

420 

3.44 

3.40 

3J6 

J.90 

3.70 

J.90 

3.70 

3.12 

296 

3X0 

3-50 

200 

3.40 

3.40 

222 | 

3.65 

3X5 

2J0 

1 Oil 

3.65 
3.05 
2X0 
i on 

292 

244 

1.84 

1 Cl 

1 -rU 

l.W 


3.65 

305 

2.30 

1.90 

3.65 

3.05 

2J0 

1.90 

292 

244 

1X4 

1X2 



MONTHLY RATES 


40 Day Accra BoWl & 40 Day 
Accra Bond By Rral (issue D 

£7X00 - £250X00 


Oh Year Vfcriabir foir Bond & 

Oh Year Variable Bale Bow) By Post 1 

£50.000-1250.000 

£25X00 -£49,999.99 

£10X00 - £24,999.99 

£1X00 - £9.999 39 


Scarborough 30 & 30 By Fostt 
£50.000-1250.000 
£25X00 -£49,999.99 
£10X00 - £24.999 99 
£1X00- £9.999.99 
£100 -£999.99 


SatfaorowA 7 & 7 By tat 

£25,0(0 - £250X00 
£10X00 -C4.999.99 
£5X00 - 19.999X9 
£1X00 -£4.999 99 



CLOSED ISSUES 


MONTHLY RATES 


Scarborough 120 & 120 By fed 
135 Days Notice) 

£50.000 - £250X00 
125X10 - £49.999.99 
£(0X00- £24.999.99 
£5X00 - £9.999.99 


S ca t borou gh 1 00 Direct Accra 
& 100 Dined Accra By PM 

£25X00 • £250X00 
£10,000 - £24.999.99 
£5X00 - £9.999.99 
£100 - £4.999 99 


Scarborough 75 Dked Accra 
& 75 Direct Accra By (M 
£25.000- £250X«P 
£101000 - £24.999.99 
£5.000 - £9.999 99 
£100-14.999.99 


Scarborough fifty Dbccl Accra 
& fifty Deed Accra By Fbst 
£25X00 - £250X00 
£10.000 - £24.999.99 
£5.000 - £9.999.99 
£100 - £4,999.99 
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BUSINESS/23 


Bid fever as small 


Investment 


Farnell to invest £45m 


sta ^ e come back j n going back to basics 
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ARE MID and small cap 
shares, after seven months of 
unrelenting gloom, at last 
staging a comeback? 

The contested bid for Lu- 
casVarity, a Footsie con- 
stituent has focused attention 
on the bombed-out metal 
bashers and helped to alert in- 
vestors to the undoubted 
value lurking on the stock 
tglnarket under-card. 

Bids, often in cash, for the 
smaller fry are becoming a 
daily event and management 
buy-outs and share buy-backs 
also tend to underline the 
hidden value. 

The mid cap index, admit- 
tedly from a depressed level, 
has risen nearly 130 points 
over the past four days to 
4,958.9. Even so it Is still near- 


BIOFOCUS. a drugs group, 
surged 2 «p to 48.5p on the 
fringe, lightly regulated 
Ofex share market. The 
company, capitalised at 
only £2. 5m. has forged a 
two year link with 
Pharmacia & Upjohn, the 
giant Swedish-US group, 
for its combinatorial and 
computerised chemistry 
technologies. Biofocus is 
!*' run by former executives 
of VVSeUcome, now part of 
Glaxo Wellcome. It ofTers a 
range of chemistry-based 
products and services for 
drug groups. 


ly 1,000 points below its all-time 
peak, hit in June last year. 

The under-card bids - mid 
and small cap - continue to 
flow, with furniture maker 
Cornwell Parker up 2l.5p to 
87.5p, and building materials 
group Norcros, 20.5p to 84.5p, 
admitting bid approaches. 
Jwlisher Barbour Index, in 
talks with "a number of par- 
ties", added 60p to 327.5p, and 
Forward Technology, an 
electronics group, finned 3p to 
19.5p as it confirmed a possi- 
ble management buy-out. 

GWR, the radio group, pro- 
duced a 45p rise to 27&5p 
after splashing out £25.6m on 
the unquoted Orchard opera- 
tion. which has four West 
Country radio licences. 

Wace, the printer gained 
17.5p to 76.5p as US group 
Schawk topped the Photobi* 
tion bid with a 70p cash a 
share shot; but the market, 
quite dearly, thinks the action 
is far from over. Electronics 


Market 

Report 





Derek 

Pain 


group Airtech, where a preda- 
tor hovers, rose 7p to 3Bp. 

And the £3.9bn Ford de- 
scent on Volvo's car division 
propelled Henlys 44p to 
472.5p. Volro has 10 per cent 
of the vehicle group. 

Rumours of bid action pro- 
duced further progress at Al- 
bright & Wilson, where 
suddenly active fund manager 
Phillips & Drew has nearly 25 
per cenL The shares rose a fur- 
ther io.5p to 76.5p with a man- 
agement buy-out the favourite 
guess. Another chemical 
group, Croda International, 
put on I85p to 217.5p. 

Engineers continued then- 
progress. Morgan Crucible 
hardened a further up to 
202.5p: Britax 7.5p to I18p and 
IMJ Sp to 2i5.5p. Glynwcd In- 
ternational firmed 5.5p to 
164.5p. Six Hundred Group 
was 9 jp better at 77p. 

LucasVarity and the al- 
ready spoken for Adwest Au- 
tomotive dearly enjoy the 
distinction of reviving interest 
in the smaller groups. LV 
firmed 7p to 290_5p as TRW a 
US group, rolled out a bid. and 
rival Federal-Mogul contin- 
ued to hover. 

Granada, on the other 
hand, is seen as preparing a 
predatory excursion. There Is 
a growing suspicion the leisure 
group has derided on its next 
target and is flexing its mus- 
cles. The shares rose 34p to 
i,086p. Whitbread, up l6p to 
850p, is one rumoured target 

Footsie, after riding high for 
much of the session again, 
subsided towards the dose, 
ending 3 J points down at 
5.B72.5. Trading was again 
hectic with turnover nudging 
1.3 billion shares. At mid-af- 
ternoon the index was up 83.4. 

The heavy volume seems to 
reflect determined overseas 
buying with many domestic 
fund managers prepared to 
unload some stock on which 


they are nursing comfortable 
profits. Government stocks 
were little changed. 

Bass, for no apparent rea- 
son although there was talk of 
a market maker being caught 
on the hop. led the Fbotsie 
leader board, gaining 52.5p to 
85 1.5 p. The shares have come 
down from l,175p. There are 
hopes the brewer and hotelier 
will roll out a positive trading 
statement at next week's 
shareholders meeting. 

United News & Media 
was given a Merrill Lynch 
push, gaining 23.5p to 547p and 
Imperial Chemical Indus- 
tries retreated 24.5p to 525p 
as WeslLB Panmure said sell. 

Bo water, the electronics 
group, was the subject of 
heavy turnover. 

Salomon Smith Barney, 
just appointed joint stockbro- 
ker replacing Credit Lyon- 
nais, was thought to have 
been responsible for much of 
the 15 million Seaq volume. 
Bowthorpc is anxious to ex- 
pand in the US and was at- 
tracted by Salomon's powerful 
trans-Atlantic presence. 

Mortgage banks were hit 
HSBC turned negative and 
the retreat, already evident 
following Northern Rock's 
competitive stance, quickly 
got underway. Halifax fell 32p 
to 722.5p and Abbey Nation- 
al 53p to l,202p. Northern lost 
9.5p to 488p. 

Clearance by the Euro- 
pean Commission of P&O’s 
joint venture with Stena Line 
encouraged the cruise group 
to record a 28p gain at 638.5p. 

British Land gained lOp to 
443p. Analysts are due to meet 
the company next week. 

Oils were mixed. BPAmo- 
co fell 5p to 836p and Shell 
firmed to 307.75p. Lasmo 
added 6.25p to 103-75p. Emer- 
ald Energy edged ahead to 
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4p; it is now expected its 
rights issue will be announced 
next week. 

The shake-up at struggling 
Premier Parnell, the elec- 
tronic components group, lift- 
ed the shares 29p to 191. 5p. 
CSFB helped sentiment by 
suggesting the price could 
double. 

British Steel hardened 6p 
to I27p. Warburg Dillon Read 
regards the shares as a buy. 
suggesting they could go to 
I50p. But dividend worries 
lowered B1CC, the cables and 
construction group where 
take over hopes swirl; the 
price lost 2p at 59p. 

Profit warnings took their 
toIL Save, the petrol retailer, 
lost 14.5p to 3&p after saying 
it would not pay a final divi- 


PHILL1PS & DREW has 
edged its stake in the 
voting shares of Young & 
Co's. Brewery to 21.2 per 
cenL The fund manager is 
adopting a more 
aggressive stance but H 
was not evident when last 
year Guinness Peat 
attempted to change the 
family controlled group's 
antiquated capital 
structure. Whether P&D’s 
new found hands-on 
approach will extend to 
linldng with GP remains 
to be seen. Young was 
un chang ed at 612Jp. 


dend; four years ago the 
shares were 269.5p. 

Floral Street was sus- 
pended at 32 _5p while it con- 
siders its position. The shares 
were once 343p. 

Systems Integrated, a 
software group, continued to 
romp ahead despite the com- 
pany’s comment that it knows 
of no reason for the excite- 
ment. The shares gained a 
further 9.25p to 28.75p. They 
have been above lOOp. 

Dragon OQ, which flared 
on the 69 per cent sharehold- 
ing of Dubai’s Emirates Na- 
tional Oil Co., was hit Ijy profit 
taking collapsing 7^p to20.5p. 

Darby, a bidding materials 
group, fell 4p to 33.5p as Mike 
Darby quit as chairman and 
chief executive. Mark Abra- 
hams, a non-executive direc- 
tor has taken over. 

SEAQ VOLUME: L3bn 
SEAQ TRADES: 73,561 
GILTS INDEX: 116.S6-O.07 


INTEREST RATES 


1 month 3 month 


UK l .0000 

Australia 2.6349 

Austria 
Belgium 
Canada 
Denmark 

Euro . . 

Finland 8.6009 
France 9.489 
Germany 2.8292 
Greece 464.73 
Hong Kong 12.767 
Ireland 1.1393 
IC3ly 2801.0 

Japan 192.19 
Malaysia 6.2605 
Me*ko 16.747 
Netherlands 3.1878 
New Zealand 3.0838 
Norway 12.375 
Portugal 290.01 
Saudi Arabia 6.1793 
Singapore 2.785 1 
South Africa 9.9555 
Spain 240.69 
Sweden 12.797 
Switzerland 2.3342 
US 1.6475 


Dollar 

Spot 1 month 3 month Eure 

0.6070 0.6074 0.6081 0.6913 

1.5994 1.5996 1.5997 1.8215 

12.082 12.080 12.076 13.7603 

35.420 35.371 35.253 40.340 

1.5252 1.5254 1.5254 1.7371 

6.5280 6.5216 6.5063 7.4347 

1.1389 1.1405 1.1442 1.0000 

5.2206 5,2133 5.1962 5.9457 

5.7596 5.7516 5.7327 6.5596 

1.7173 1.7149 1.7093 1.9558 

282.08 283.35 285.98 321.26 

7.7492 7.7562 7.7797 8.8255 

0.6915 1.4482 1.4530 0.7876 

1700.1 1697.8 1692.2 1936J7 

116.66 116.25 115.29 132.858 

3.8000 3.B7B0 4.0000 4.327B 

10.1650 11.5769 

1.9349 1.9323 1.9259 2.2037 

0.5343 1.B723 1.8729 2.1318 

7.5115 7.5276 7.5513 B-55A8 

176.03 175.79 175.21 200.4B 

3.7507 3.7552 3.7677 4.2717 

1.6905 1.6859 1.6790 1.9253 

6.0428 6.0956 6.2108 6.8821 

146.09 145.89 145.42 166.386 

7.7675 7.7580 7.7353 8.0464 

1.4168 1.4128 1.4032 1.6136 

1.0000 1.1 3B9 


UK Discount 5.25% 

Base 6.00% Denmark 

European Central Bank Discount 3.50% 

O/N Marginal. 50% US 

O/N Facility 2.00% Prime 7.75% 

Repo 3.00% Discount 4.50% 

Canada Fed Funds 4.81% 

Sweden 


Prime 6.75% 


Repo(Awe) 3.40% 

Japan 

Discount 0.50% 
Switzerland 
Discount 1.00% 
Lombard 3.13% 


BOND YIELDS 


Australia 

Belgium 

Canada 

Euro 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Japan 

N'lands 

Spain 

Sweden 

Stand 

UK 

US 


3 mth dig 

4.61 -0.07 
2.95 -0.01 
4.69 0.01 
3.07 -O.Ot 
3.07 -0.01 
3.07 -0 01 
2. BO 0.00 
0.29 0.00 
3.07 -0.01 
2.90 0.00 

3.61 0.00 
1 .28 0.03 
5.50 0.00 
4.36 0.06 


1 yr dig 
4.61 -0.05 

2.83 -0.01 

4.84 0.01 

2.98 -0.01 
2.34 0.00 

2.98 -0.01 
2.94 0 00 
0.33 0.01 
2.98 -O.OT 

2.85 0.02 
3.22 001 

1.52 0.02 

5.52 -0.02 
4.29 0.20 


2 yr Chg 
4.70 -0.08 
2.9B 0.00 
4.74 0.01 
2.85 0.00 

2.93 0.02 

2.84 0.00 
2.97 0.00 
0.58 0.01 

2.94 0.00 
2 88 0.00 
3.25 0.02 
1.58 0.07 

4.84 0.01 
4.57 0.03 


5 yr dig 
4.80 -0.07 
3.39 0.00 
4.78 0.01 
3.22 0.01 

3.18 0.01 
3.11 0.00 
3.27-0.01 
1.27 0.03 

3.19 0.00 
3.32 0.01 
3.42 0.01 
1.92 0.01 
4.34 0.01 
4.56 -0.01 


10 yr dig 
5.00 -0 05 
3.88 0.00 
4.91 0.00 
3.65 0.01 
3.73 0.00 
3.64 0.00 
3.88 -0.01 

1.95 0.05 
3.75 0.00 
3.87 0.00 

3.96 0.03 

2.44 -0.01 
4.13 0.02 
4.67 0.00 


OTHER SPOT RATES 


MONEY MARKET RATES 


Country 

Sterling 

Dollar 

Country 

Sterling 

Argentina 

1.6475 

1.0000 

Oman 

0.6343 

"■'A 

3.1 467 

1.9100 

Pakistan 

84.253 

- iP 

13.638 

8.2778 

Philippines 

63.439 

Cam Rep 

52 896 

32 107 

Poland 

5.9887 

Egypt 

5.6293 

3.4169 

Qatar 

5.9961 

Ghana 

3888 1 

2360.0 

Russia 

37513.6 

Hungary 

360.41 

218.76 

South Korea 

1936.8 

India 

70.019 

42.500 

Taiwan 

53.227 

Indonesia 

15177.6 

9212.5 

Thailand 

60.546 

Kuwait 

0.5001 

0.3035 

Turkey 

546624 

Nigeria 

155.69 

94.500 

UAE 

6.0504 


Dollar 

0.3850 

51.140 

38.500 

3.6350 

3.6395 

22770.0 

1175.60 

32.308 

36.750 

331790 

3.6725 


LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 



Contract 


Settlement 

High 

longQIc 

Mar-99 

120.03 

120.25 

5VrGflt 

Mar-99 

109.81 


CwmanBund 

Mar-99 

117.65 


^tan Bond 

Mar-99 

115.48 

115.55 

Japan Gove Bd 

Mar-99 

129.49 

129.81 

3 Mtii Stertirtg 

Mar-98 

94 39 

94.42 


Jun-99 

94.74 

94.75 

d ^ Mlh Eutbor 

FetJ-99 

96.97 


W 

Mar-39 

97 02 

97.02 

? 

Apr-99 

97 08 


r 3 Mth Euroyen 

Mar-99 

99 34 

99.34 

i Mth Eurosottss 

Mar-99 

93.61 

98.65 


Apr-99 

98.51 

98.54 

3 Mth Eum JUbor 

Feh-99 

96.97 



Mar-99 

97.02 

97.02 


Apr-99 

97 08 


FTS6100 

Mar-99 

5863.00 

5971.00 


Esc floor 
volume Ini 


119.77 27425 00 102477.00 
63.00 


115.31 10552.00 
129.30 3533 00 
94.37 23263.00 
94.72 21419.00 

97.01 21333.00 

99.34 100.00 

98 59 18331.00 
9B.48 5193.00 

97.01 3442.00 

5828.00 23398.00 


185391.00 

191888.00 
1S.00 

75718JJ0 

82481.00 

90111.00 

44843.00 
856.00 

168273.00 

139946.00 

165689.00 


Eurodollar CDs 
Euo Libor 


3.14 3.14 

4.78 

3.12 3.12 

4.80 4.84 

3.07 3.07 3.01 3.01 2.982.98 

INDUSTRIAL METALS 1 

lime (5/rofflie) 

Cash 

Ch* 

3 month 

Chg 

UVEaads 

aigx 

Aluminium HG 

1199.5 

1200.5 

-4.50 

1210 

1211 

-2 

794750 

2075 

Aluminium Alloy 

1022 

1027 

2.00 

1045 

1050 


95660 

•420 

Copper A 

1414 

1415 

1.50 

1442 

1443 

i 

641900 

700 


492.5 

493.5 

7.50 

490.5 

491.5 

3.5 

105750 

-225 

Nktel 

4230 

4240 

-15.00 

4300 

4305 

-15 

65316 

0 

Tin 

5150 

5160 

•10.00 

5135 

5140 

-5 

7405 

-120 

Zinc 

960.5 

961.5 

11.50 

978 

979 

11 

314650 

-850 


PRECIOUS METALS 


pm rtx/s per m . pm ftx/E per or Coins (SJ „ . 

DM-i Year's , Day’s "fear's 

eng chg Year's chg chg chg 

Platinum 342.00-7.50 -42 J25 Platinum 20790-3.65-26.60 Krug'rands 286.49 -8-73 
Palladium 329.00-1.00102.00 Palladium 200. 00 025 61.45 Saw 71.26 
Silver S.09 0 01 -0.93 Silver 3.09 0.01 -0.59 Nobles 386.05 
Gold 283.55 -0.25-16.45 Maple Leaf 289.65 -23.74 
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LIFFE FTSE 

100 INDEX OPTION 


Hi 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Barley 


Potatoes 

Soya Beans* 








LIFFE £/tixw 

LIFFE S/ionne 

LIFFE 

i/l on lie 

UFFE E/tonne 

CBOI 5/5k 



' 





MflT 


Ma(99 897.00 

Jan991690-00 

Jan99 

80.50 

Mar99 250.00 

Apr99 529.00 

Series 

Can brnVbl Put Imp Mot 

Call 

Put 

Call 

put 

Call 

Put 

May99 912.00 

Mar99 171 8.00 

Maf99 

80.90 

Apr99 322.00 

May99 574.75 

5800 


252 31 

214 

356 

290 

420 

358 

478 

Jut99 933.00 

May991 650.00 

May99 

81.90 

May99 330.00 

Jun99 518.50 

5850 


281 30 

192 

384 

267 

449 

336 

505 

Uol: 0 

VbJ: 0 

Vol: 

0 

Vol: 0 

Vol: 0 

5900 

73 29. 

312 29 

168 

413 

246 

478 

313 

533 

White Sugar* 

Freight 

Wheat 


Com: 

Lge Potatoes 

5950 

63 28 

348 29 

147 

441 

224 




UFFE Vtome 

UFFESIQtAK 

LIFFE Shame 

CBOT CemWtaW 

ATA $/25kkg 


S^CnxteiSAarreJJGasoaiS/tonnel WT1 Cmde<Vb«Tefl Produral^Kxme) 

■ jw lanf * ilj eoc rt. — . rv> Unj IRM LsT Chg Spot OF NW Eur 

' Mar 1082-00810933 Feb 97 25-1-7^10571 Feb 1181 Gasoline 95 114 50 

, ** 1090* 09 5039 9B.0CU 75 7539 Mar 12 J2 -OpI Napntta 9i50 

,, May It hum ioai in. 1.00 1300 Apr 12.38 OM Gasal 100.50 


Mar99 2202» 
Ntay99 220.60 
Aug99 218.70 
Vol: 0 


Jan99 842.00 
Fet>99 820.00 
Mar99 850.00 
Vol: O 


Jan9S 75.25 

Mar99 76.10 
May99 7705 
Vd: 0 


Mar99 218.25 
May99 224.00 
JuSS 229.25 


Jan99 34.80 
Mari® 19.35 
May99 36.00 
Vol: 0 
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GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at S :sop». 



BASE DATE 

LAST 

CHG 

%CHG 

Irate* 

1970=100 

134.02 

0.84 

0.63 

*8"Wtairal 

1SKM00 

177.93 

2.33 

1 J3 


I983=il00 

44.19 

-0.05 

-0.11 

inti Metals 

1977-100 

12604 

0.00 

0.00 

livestock 

1970=100 

15ft 88 

2-76 

1.77 

fn* Metals 

1973=100 

377 59 

1.13 

0.30 


31 Ttuiuiiu 

215.26 -37.74 


Apr live Cade (CMF) S/«Xb 65.40 

Feb Port Bette S/404 to 56.40 

Mar Orange Juke [CTV)S/15klb 101.10 

Dec MDk (CSC) 5/5Qk b 

Mar Oats tCBT)V5fcWh 108.00 

May Rax (WCE)$/20tn 31000 


Mar Mwe Maize (SAF) S/lOOmr 620.00 
Feb Rubber {1EM)V/Skkg 79 30 
Mar Cocran (CTN)5/5»fo 60.20 

Mar CmdeRalm [KLQS/25m 1903.00 
Mar 5(9301 {CBT)S/60kb 22.11 
Jun WoonaiYbm JTCM) SWOOfcg 1165.00 


by Nigel Cope 
Associate City Editor 

PREMIER FARNELL. the elec- 
trical components distributor; 
unveiled an extensive shake-up 
yesterday designed to rebuild 
the business after the disas- 
trous £i.8bn Premier acquisi- 
tion in America in 1996. 

The three-vear “investment 
for growth" strategy is the re- 
sult of a six- month review by 
John Hirst appointed chief ex- 
ecutive last summer. It will see 
the group invest £45m over 
three years in reshaping sys- 
tems, creating common cus- 
tomer and product databases 
and developing more efficient 
purchasing and logistics sys- 
tems in the US. 

A further riom a year will be 
invested on upgraded sales 
training, increasing the number 
of catalogues and range of 
products. The group will in- 
crease its electronic commerce 
capability so that its largest cus- 
tomers, such as Philips, are 
linked directly to Premier Rar- 
nell through intranet systems. 
Geographic expansion is also 
on the cards, with Germany and 
other European markets first 
on the fist. 

The overhaul will result in a 
£lOm exceptional charge to the 
accounts for the year to 31 
January. Most expenditure will 
be covered by the sale of sur- 
plus assets, such as spare free 
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320 
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49.1 

59.2 
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173 
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23.2 

27.5 
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Market value:£520m, share price 7 91.5p (+29p) 
Trading record 94 95 96 97 

Turnover (£mi 320 514 539 9S3 

Pre-tax profits (Ern) 49.1 59.2 111 173 
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hold sites in the US. Mr Hirst 
said; 'The conclusion of the last 
six months' work is that to 
realise Premier Farnell 's full 
potential we must run it as a 
coherent group rather than as 
an unfocused conglomerate. " 

Mr Hirst denied that the 
Premier deal had been a mis- 
take. saying the group would 
not have won several of its 
global clients without the 
increased international scope 
of its operations. 



1 94 95 96 97 98 99 1 

However, the changes are a 
damning indictment of the way 
the business was being run 
before. Each division had its 
own systems, cataloguing pro- 
cedures and product ranges. In 
some regions, different sales 
forces targeted the same cus- 
tomers with different products. 

The result has been ineffi- 
ciency and a loss of business, 
hampered last year by price 
increases which forced cus- 
tomers to go elsewhere. In the 


US, for example. Premier Far- 
nell has lost more than l per- 
centage point of market share, 
although US sales have now 
been ‘'stabilised". 

Many back-office functions 
will now be streamlined, leav- 
ing scope for expansion in the 
key areas of products and cat- 
alogues. "Value has been de- 
stroyed." Mr Hirst admitted. 
"We have to get back on track." 

The changes were wel- 
comed by analysts, who 
marked the shares 29p up to 
191 5p. However, they have still 
lost three-quarters of their 
value since 1996. Earnings per 
share are lower now than in 
1995, although sales hare risen 
50 per cent. Mr Hirst has al- 
ready cut the dividend after last 
October's profits warning, but 
rebuilding investor confidence 
will take some time. 

Analysts backed the review. 
Ed Wight at Dresdner Klein- 
wort Benson said the City was 
“relieved" the company was 
going back to basics. Another 
said Premier was "a growth 
story with a catalyst to it". 

On profit forecasts of no&m 
for the year almost ended, the 
shares trade on a forward mul- 
tiple of 11. This stock has 
proved a huge disappointment 
in the recent pasL and a full re- 
covery is likely to take some 
while. But in two years' time 
this period could look like the 
turning point 


Outlook positive for software firm 


MISYS, THE flagship of Britain's 
fast-growing information tech- 
nology sector; yesterday dis- 
pelled fears of a steep fall in IT 
investment by hanks after the 
recent spending spree to com- 
ply with the euro and the mil- 
lennium deadlines. 

Kevin Lomax, the software 
group's executive chairman, 
said that although growth in IT 
spending would not match last 
year’s rise of 14 per cent, it was 
set to remain between 6 and 10 
per cent in the next three years. 

His comments came as the 
group, a market leader in fi- 
nancial software, underlined 


By Francesco Guerre ra 

the boom in demand for IT 
services in the past six months 
with a w per cent increase in 
interim pre-tax profit to £59icl 
The results were driven by a 
buoyant performance in the 
hanking division and a marked 
improvement in Medic, the 
heatbeare software specialist 
bought last year for almost 
$lho. The numbers were ahead 
of market expectations and 
triggered a series of profit up- 
grades, sparking a rally in the 
share price which dosed over 
17 per cent higher to 586p. 


Mr Lomax maintained that 
Misys, which derives some 60 
per cent of revenues from sell- 
ing software to financial hous- 
es, would benefit from the flow 
of IT upgrades which had been 
put off until after the euro 
launch and after he millennium 
bug problem had been solved. 
“We believe there will be a 
swing back to other systems, n 
he said. 

The results came as the 
company announced the sale of 
eight non-core companies in its 
information systems division to 
Kleinwort Benson's venture 
capital arm, for around £30m. 


Misys said the sale would lead 
to a £20m charge in the full-year 
accounts due to a change in ac- 
counting rules. 

Analysts said that apart from 
the exceptional charge and the 
possible costs of integrating a 
recently bought US company, 
the outlook for Misys was pos- 
itive. David Greenafl. an analyst 
with Credit Suisse First Boston, 
said the shares were better 
value than rivals such as Sage 
and SAP of Germany. 

Other observers said the 
stock would receive a fillip from 
its expected return to the blue- 
chip FTSE-100 index in March. 
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Managers and referees must bridge the divide 


ARSEN E WENGER and Dennis 
Bergkamp complain that referees 
are prejudiced against Arsenal. 
Phil Thompson, Liverpool's assis- 
tant manager runs across the Old 
Trafford pitch to confront the ref- 
eree Graham Poll And Jim Smith 
tells Sky viewers that Oxford Unit- 
ed were cheated by Mike Reed’s 
late penalty decision which hand- 
ed Chelsea a scarcely deserved FA 
Cup lifeline. 

What does all this tell us, apart 
Grom the feet that the drama of the 
Cup remains as compelling as ever; 
and that the FA Premier League's 
code of conduct for managers is ob- 
viously gathering dust in the cor* 
tiers of most tr ainin g ground 
offices? The code says that man- 
agers “should take all reasonable 
steps to ensure that employees ac- 
cept and observe the authority and 
decisions of match officials... and 
should not make public any unfair 
criticism of any match official." 



Graham Kelly, the 
former chief executive 
of the Football 
Association, believes a 
lack of communication 
has been undermining 
the game’s officials 


Despite the pre-season brie fing s 
every year there remains a dis- 
turbing gulf between the playing 
side of the game and the referees. 
The respective organisations - the 
Fbotball Association, the leagues, 
the League Managers' Association, 
the Professional footballers’ Asso- 
ciation and the referees’ leaders - 
come together two or three times a 
season to discuss current trends in 
the game and to maintain good re- 
lations, but the message does not 


reach those on the ground. Or at 
least the managers, and through 
them the players, rarely heed it 
Moreover, with the wealth of 
live coverage on both television and 
radio (a service which, I hasten to 
add, I generally veiy much wel- 
come), an unhealthy attitude has de- 
veloped. It is not cool ever to take 
the side of the referee when com- 
mentating or interviewing. Even the 
mildest suggestion that a referee 
might actually have got a decision 


right is ventured ever so tentatively 
to the expert summariser. The 
media men - many of them former 
players and manag ers - cosy up to 
their modern-day counterparts. 

Incidentally, it was only in 1982 
that apprentices began to stalest 
on the laws of the game and even 
that has lapsed somewhat in recent 
years with pressures on the time of 
young players. This explains why 
man y expert pundits do not have a 
full grasp of the laws. 

The climate of scorn was not 
helped by the removal of Paul Dan- 
son from Lincoln City’s third-round 
FA Cup tie against Sunderland after 
protests that his presence might in- 
flame Sunderland fens, who were 
unhappy that he had sent off two of 
their players in a previous match. 
The feet that the FA replaced him 
said little for Mr Danson and even 
less for Sunderland supporters. 

The behaviour of some of those 
people who sit - or stand in front 


portant factor here. Six occupants 
of the benches at the recent 
Chelsea v Coventry match have 
been charged with misconduct over 
a melee after Gordon Strachan 
held on to the baH With so many 
more personnel now occupying 
dug-outs, dearer rules need to be 
made, because it can become im- 
possible for the referees. The fourth 
official does not have the specific au- 
thority to deal with die bench - he 
only “assists the referee" - while in 
the lower divisions he is often a local 
official without the stature to do so. 

What of the referees them- 
selves? Philip Don, the Premier 
League’s referees’ officer; says that 
in more than 90 per cent of match- 
es referees are being given marks 
of at least seven out of 10 by the in- 
dependent observers ( who are for- 
mer referees, managers or 

players). Is that good enough? If our 
senior referees are to be as con- 


sistently accurate as the best ref- 
erees from other European 
leagues, then perhaps Mr Don 

should be aiming earmarks of eight 

or above in all matches. 


KSSSTSKS 

thinks after viewing a ® }? 
longer relevant. The lawsof ^ 

S.nrovidethattfterefiffee sde- 


game I ^S a L Any disdplinaiy re- 


” After* Mike Reed’s award of a vision ^ : ^ ou idbe entirely 

penaMy^Q^t^^ewaonr^ays ^.^^oductedunderatfif- 


showed both that Kevin Francis sepjjj^ of procedures, as should .C 

played the ball festandtoat^toi' ^targes laid against play^^^ 

^ nduct which escapes the at- 


luca Vialli moving away from goal, 
j ump ed high over the tack le. The 
tackle was side-on, not from behind, 
and therefore legal. Was that an 
eight out of 10 decision? 

Dermot Gallagher meanwhile, 
(fid little for the reputation of refer- 
ees wife his naive request for David 
Ginola’s shirt for a charity auction. 
He should have realised that, at 
worst, it was placing him under an 
obligation and. at best, it was an ac- 
tion open to misconstruction. 

So what should be done to im- 
prove the situation? Firstly: we 
should put an end to the practice of 
routinely asking referees to look at 


tendon of the match officials. 

As for others in the game, I sug- 
gest the following Clubs should be 
compelled to involve referees m 
training sessions so as to promote 
better understanding. Managers 
should be obliged to attend the sem- 
inars referees hold with a view to 
achieving uniformity. Flayers (and 
commentators? > should be required 
to study the laws of the game- And 
Arsenal should forint about con- 
spiracy theories and look at the 
offences for which the red cards 
were issued. 


Elway can 


confirm 


his place 


in history 


Denver s legendary quarterback is ready 
for one more Super Bowl on Sunday. Will 
it be his last? By Nick Hailing in Miami 


LIKE THE fighter who does not 
know when to quit, the ageing rock 
star who refuses to grow old grace- 
fully. or the dowager who dings to 
the notion that she has Marilyn 
Monroe looks. John Elway is in 
danger of outstaying his welcome. 

A year ago. the Denver Broncos 
quarterback fulfilled a lifelong am- 
bition by guiding his team to an upset 
victory over the Green Bay Packers 
in Super Bowl XXXH. Amid intense 
speculation over his future, Elway 
vanished froni sight, surfacing five 
months later to announce that after 
much deliberation, he would pfey on 
for one more year, then hangup the 
shoulderpads. 

However, this has been a frus- 
trating season for the old warrior. 
First a pulled hamstring, then a 
lower back problem, meant that he 
missed parts of six games in 1998. 
During this period of inactivity, 
there were hints that he might be re- 
considering his options. Now, he was 
“almost certain" that he would go. 

Last week, the Broncos defeated 
the New York Jets to Haim their 
place here alongside the Atlanta fol- 
cons in Sunday’s Super BowL It was 
billed as Ehvay’s final game at Den- 
ver's impressive Mile High Stadium, 
a chance for the player to say good- 
bye to his admirers, and the 75,000 
faithful to give their hero the send- 
off his efforts merited. 

At the finish, Elway did his lap of 
honour then mounted a podium to 
tell the fens Chat he loved them, and 
they in turn confirmed that they 
loved him. tears flowing amid the ap- 
plause. It seemed the end of an era, 
although the headlines next day 
were dominated by what Elway had 
said to reporters in the locker-room. 
‘Tm not going to make any snap 
judgements," he said of his future. 
“Tm going to sit down, talk to my wife 
and kids, see how I feel physically, 
and go from there.” 

It is all in sharp contrast to an- 
other gridiron legend. Reggie White 
of the Green Bay Packers. Like 
Elway White said after the Super 
Bowl that he would give it one more 
year, then retire. When the Packers 
lost to the San Francisco 49ers in the 
play-offs earlier this month. White 
dub’ walked away from the game he 
had graced for 13 seasons. Elway, it 
seems, is reluctant to be the retir- 
ing type. . 

Not surprisingly, the fens want 
their hero to return. Since joining the 
team in 1983. Etwav has been the 
Broncos' talisman. The Washington 
State native enjoys iconic status in 
Colorado where he. bis wife Janet, 
and their four children have made 
their home. He is that rare breed of 
athlete who transcends their chosen 
sport, becoming synonymous in- 
stead with something far greater. 

“John Elway is Denver’s Moses," 
his team-mate Shannon Sharpe 
said. “He has led Denver out of ob- 


scurity into the land of milk and 
money. I don’t think there’s ever 
been a guy in the NFL who sym- 
bolised his town like John. If you 
think of Denver you don’t think of ski- 
ing. you think of John Elway. It’s al- 
ways been John, and even if he 
retires, it will still always be John." 

Elway’s career had a less than 
auspicious beginning. After gradu- 
ating from Stanford University in 
1983. he was drafted by the inept Bal- 
timore Colts, but announced that he 
would never play for them, electing 
instead to pursue a promising base- 
ball career. 

Traditionalists were disgusted 
but the Colts had little option other 
than to trade their reluctant prop- 
erty to Denver. “John Elway will 
never be any good," predicted the 
Colts owner Robert Ireay He strug- 
gled at first but, tellingly, threw three 
fourth-quarter touchdowns to help 
the Broncos beat the Colts 
21-16. Elway has rarely foiled to si- 
lence his critics. 

Under his guidance, the Broncos 
went to three Super Bowls in four 
years in the late 1980s, only to lose 
them all by heavy margins But 
success last year against the Pack- 
ers confirmed his greatness and, 
when he takes the field against At- 
lanta, he will become the first quar- 
terback to start in five Super Bowls. 

These days, he no longer carries 
the team on his shoulders, as much 
as before. That burden has fallen to 
Terrell Davis, the prodigiously gift- 
ed running back who, after just four 
seasons, threatens to rewrite the 
record books every time he touch- 
es the balL 

However, Elway remains the 
man they turn to in a crisis. In last 
year's Super Bowl, a tense struggle, 
he sacrificed his body, scr amb ling 
desperately for a first down in an ef- 
fort to keep a crucial drive alive. His 
37-year-old body was forced up in 
1 be air and spun through 360 de- 
grees as three Green Bay defend- 
ers converged on him, but Elway 
clung on to the ball, and the Bron- 
cos bad their first down. Davis did 
the rest but Elway had provided the 
inspiration. 

it was the same last week against 
the Jets. Hailing by 10 points in the 
third quarter and with an upset 
brewing, the Broncos finally pre- 
vailed thanks to another prodigious 
effort from Davis. However; Elway’s 
47-yard pass to Ed McCaffrey pro- 
vided the spark that had been miss- 
ing. From that single play, the 
game’s fortunes were overturned, 
the Jets simply overwhelmed. 

“He may be the greatest to have 
ever played the game at that posi- 
tion,” said the former Kansas City 
coach Marty Schottenheimer who, 
as coach of the Cleveland Browns in 
1987, watched in disbelief as Elway 
led the Browns 98 yards in 15 plays 
with 39 seconds left to level the 
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good life 
at last 


BY BOX BERKROT 


THE AWARD for the ha ppiest m an in 
Miami for Super Bowl XXXIH must 
go to Jessie Tuggle, fbr 12 years, ffie 
Atlanta fhlcons linebacker has been 
one of the NFEs best kept secret*, 
spending bis entire career witqL 
team that gained so little respect 
they were hanfiy noticed even in At- 
lanta - untfl this season. 

On Sunday, the five-time Pro- 
Bowl selection finally manages to 
- showcase his talents before a woridr 
wide audience on the game’s great- 
est stage when his Falcons side take 
on the defending champions, the 
Denver Broncos. 

- “This has been such a long time 
coming for me." be said. *A lot of peo- 
ple say you pfey for the money but 
it's not true.” Tuggle, the NFCs 
leading tackier among active play- 
ers with 1,682, added: “Vbu play for 
pride, you pfey for respect and you 
play tpget to the Super BowL Every- 
body wants to make it to the show. 

•‘You got to talk to the young guys 
because they think: ‘OK, man- Pm a 
rookie, hey it’s easy to get to the 
Super BowL This is going to happe*. 
four or five times in my career.' Lif- 
me tell you, this don’t come around 
very often." Toggles knows the truth 
of that statement - it took the Fal- 
cons 33 years to get to the title game 
for the first time. 

“There have been many times 
when I thought it would never hap- 
pen. We had so many guys who 
played for this franchise longer than 
me,wbo pfeyed 17, 18 years, and they 
never (fid make it It don’t come 
ea^y," said Tuggle, who has racked 
up more than 100 tackles for li con- 
secutive seasons. 

The durable linebacker, who has 
missed just one game in his entire 
career, is many things, but a quitter 
is not one of them. In this era of 
team-hopping free agency, Tuggle 
simply refused to give up on the lowly 
Falcons. “1 didn’t want to take the 
easy-way out" said the Georgia na- 
tive, who joined the Falcons as an un- 
drafted free agent in 1987. “To sf 

let me jump teams so I can be a wujf-' 

ner was never part of my mentaii- 
i * wa 5 ted to be a part of the 
JS°n for *** AtJ *nta Falcons." 

Of all the bad times, and there 
were many, Tbggje dtes the 1996 sea- 
son as rock bottom. Coming off a 
J^ar m whic± the Fhlcons had made 
the play-ofls, mggfe had reason to 
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John Elway: “This is what I came back for, and I’m thrilled to death to be going back’ 


game, a contest won in. overtime by 
the Broncos. “It doesn’t have any- 
thing to do with his arm strength or 
with the people around him. That 
guy to me is the greatest competi- 
tor I have ever witnessed in sport" 
Schottenheimer’s appraisal is 
supported by the statistics: At 6ft 3in 
and weighing 15 stone, Elway has the 
c l assi c dimensions for a modern-day 
quarterback. He has achieved more 
victories, 1S4, than any other 
quarterback in history He has dri- 
ven his team to 45 game-saving 

fourth-quarter drives, six of them in 
post-season play, with tile pressure 
on. He has rushed for dose to 4,000 
yards, fourth all-time among 


quarterbacks. He has completed 
4,123 passes for 51,475 yards, figures 
bettered only by Dan Marino of the 
Miami Dolphins. His 300 career 
touchdown passes are surpassed 
only by Marino, and Fran Tarfcenton. 
the Former Minnesota Viking. 

What separates him from the 
rest however; is his command of the 
huddle. “He’s a tremendous leader." 
Denver’s offensive co-ordinator, 
Gary Kubiak, said. “When you’re in 
his huddle, you know you have to do 
your job and work hard, or he’ll run 
you out of there." 

Unlike r unnin g backs and re- 
ceivers, whose efforts can be mea- 
sured in large part by statistics. 


ranking quarterbacks is largely sub- 
jective, but Elway dearly belongs in 
the elite company of Marino, Joe 
Montana and Otto Graham. 

This season has confirmed that 
while his strength and mobility are 
greaQy diminished, his competitive 
edge remains sharp, and his deci- 
sion-making better than ever. Fan 
polls in Colorado show that the pub- 
lic want him to cany on, although 
those sentiments are not always 
echoed within the Broncos’ organi- 
sation. “He came back this season 
for another shot at the Super Bowl, 
and that’s where he's going” Shan- 
non Sharpe said. That should be the 
ending.” 


ARsport 


Only Elway knows his future, 
and as the build-up to Sunday in- 
tensifies, he is keeping his own 
counsel Tm not even thinK n « > 
about that," he said. “I don’t wantto 
take the focus off what we’re doing, 
and that’s to win the fbotball game. 
What Tm doing nextyeai; that’s not 

even entering my head. This is what 

I came back for, and Tm thrilled to 
death to be going back." 

Should the Broncos prevail, as 
expected, then the temptation to re- 
turn may prove too great to resist. 
No team has ever won three Super 
Bowls in a row. Elway, the ultimate 
competitor, will relish the chal- 
lenge. 
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Telfer’s problems mount 
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POOR OLD Scotland. When Jim 
Telfer and his fellow movers and 
shakers north of the bonier de- 
cided to relieve the southern 
hemisphere of some of its un- 
wanted talent, they were hoping 
to expand their Five Nations 
horizons rather than their med- 
ical bill Frustratingh; two of 
their more influential imports, 
Matthew Proudfbot and Gordon 
Simpson, are definitely out of 
next weekend's championship 
opener with Wales at Murray- 
field and may also miss the fol- 
low-up game at Twickenham. 

'0$ Proudfoot, the tight-head 
prop from South Africa whose 
20-stone frame effectively dou- 
bles the size of the Scottish front 
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By Chris hewett 

row. has yet to regain foil match 
fitness following a serious neck 
injury suffered during the Euro- 
pean Cup match between Edin- 
burgh Reivers and Toulouse in 
October Simpson, a distinctly 
hand}’ flanker from All Black 
country who toured Australia 
with his new counbymen last 
summer, is still a yard short of 
a gallop after recovering from 
a persistent pelvic problem. 

A third obvious first choice, 
the centre Jamie Mayer, is also 
out of the running for the Wales 
match because of groin trouble. 


but the Scots can at least point 
to the return of Glenn Metcalfe, 
another New Zealander, after 
shoulder surgery. If Metcalfe re- 
claims the full-back position. 
IWfer might well move Gregor 
Townsend, who now plays his 
club rugby in France, to his op- 
timum position of outside-hall 
Paul Burnell will again fill in 
for Proudfbot. but Simpson's ab- 
sence leaves Telfer with the 
task of picking two wing for- 
wards from Peter Walton. Mar- 
tin Leslie and Budge Pountney. 
The coach must make a further 
decision on the captaincy, be- 
tween the incumbent, Bryan 
Red path, and his great scrum- 
half rival, Gary Armstrong 


Injuries aside. Teller's 22- 
man squad is not without its 
high-profile absentees. Tony 
Stanger, one of the most prolif- 
ic by-scoring backs in Scottish 
histoiy Craig Chalmers, the 
long-serving outside-half from 
Melrose, failed to make the cut. 
Rob Wain wright, of course, has 
retired from international rugby. 

Ulster, meanwhile, left their 
fortress of Ravenhfll for the 
horne-from-home surroundings 
of Dublin yesterday to begin 
their final preparations for 
tomorrow’s European Cup final 
with Coioraiers. 

They left the dub telephone 
lines back in Belfast jammed 
with last-minute ticket hunters 


- the callers were acting more 
in hope than expectation, given 
that Lansdowne Road was sold 
out a week ago - and the Re- 
public was expecting the deluge 
of 30,000-plus northerners to 
begin in earnest this evening. 

Almost unnoticed, the 
French underdogs from the 
suburbs of Toulouse also 
pitc hed up in Dublin yesterday. 
Their coach, Jacques Brunei, 
was still not too per cent sure 
of bis starting lineAip, largely be- 
cause Fhbien GaJthie, his in- 
ternational scrum-halt has 
beat struggling for fitness since 
failing to last out the semi-final 
victory over Perpignan. How- 
ever; Jean-Luc Sadourqy, one of 


the world’s outstanding frill- 
backs, will captain a side con- 
taining a second experienced 
Tfest hand in Marc Dal Maso, the 
brilliant booker from Agen. 

Brunei plans to play his 
favoured back-row combination 
- the blind-side flanker Bernard 
De Gtusti, the 6ft ein open-side 
Patrick Ihbaoco and the No 8 
Stephane Feysson - for a ninth 
consecutive time in European 
Cup competition. Gildas Moro, 
Cotomiers' effective second row, 
is also likely to complete a foil 
hand of European appearances. 
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Burnell: Retains place 
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Lydney look to the heavens for support 


Saracens must 
tread carefully in 
the Forest of 
Dean in Sunday’s 
Tetley's Bitter 
Cup tie. By 
David Llewellyn 

'the VIDEOS should have come 
nith a double X certificate. 
They were provided by Richard 
Hill Gloucester's director of 
rugby, for the unsuspecting 
Rhodri Lems, coach of Lydney. 
They all featured Saracens, 
Lydney’s opponents on Sunday 
in the Ttetiey's Bitter Cup fifth 
round, the furthest the Forest 
of Dean side has been in the 
knock-out competition. 

But they came without any 
warning, and, after watching 
the recording of the match be- 
tween Saracens and Glouces- 
ter. Lewis, the former Wales 
^hmational flanker, said: 
“There are times when I wish 
Richard had not sent the 
videos. I haw watched them aD 
and the second half of the 
Gloucester match is still giving 
me nightmares.” 

In fact, since It is Saracens 
who have to do the travelling, 
there is every chance they may 
finish on the receiving end of an 
unpleasant surprise. 

Lydney may be dawdling 
around the middle of the Jew- 
son National League One table, 
but they are no slouches, es- 
pecially not on their own turf. 

The Fbnest has produced 
some seriously talented players 
over the years and to a man 
they have always been hard. 
Particularly up front, an area of 
the game that is as much of a 
dark unknown as the Forest it- 
^ftl£ One of those front-row 
denizens is NickNehnes, bom 
and brought up in Lydney. 

It is some seven stones since 
hooker Nelmes began his Lyd- 
ney career as an Under-I3; 
now, some 20 years later this 
Gloucester-based tax inspector 
is preparing for one of the most 
exciting days of his, and the 
Town's, rugby life. 

“There is no doubt about it,” 
the 32-year-old Nelmes says, 
who now weighs in at 25 stone 
plus, “this is the biggest rugby 
occasion I have ever been in- 
volved in. I don’t think there has 
been anything to top this. The 
Tbwn has been buzzing since 
the draw was made.” 

Mind you, he is not expect- 
ing miracles. “Our aim is to sur- 
prise them,” Nelmes adds, “but 
let’s be honest, the days of the 
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Nick Nelmes, the Lydney hooker, talks tactics: *We need three or four inches of mud. If it doesn’t rain before Sunday, maybe we’ll call in the fire brigade’ Peter Jay 


real shocks are going. Sides like 
Saracens prepare far too welL 
They will know something 
about us and these are profes- 
sionals. They train all week. 

“We train two nights a week. 
Tuesday and Thursday. And al- 
though our training and prepa- 
ration is more intensive than it 
used to be, I don't think anyone 
at our level watches their intake 
of alcohol all that closely, for 
example.” 

like Nelmes, 'Lewis, who 
played for the chto until a while 
back, is a realist. “The two 
sides are worlds apart," he ex- 
plains. “We can’t compete with 
full-time professionals. I get 
toe guys for maybe three hours 


a week. We do our best in the 
circumstances and we certainly 
played well away against Mose- 
ley in the last round.” 

They won that one by a 
point with wing Chris Dunlop 
scoring two tries for the secomi 
successive Cup tie. But there 
will be a lot riding on their lead- 
ing points and try scorer Nick 
Paisley who was named Jew- 
son Player of the Month in 
December 

When it comes down to ft. toe 
biggest thing Lydney have 
going for them is the fact that 
they will be at fortress Re- 
gentshohne. They nearly puDed 
off a historic victory there 
against Sale back in 198L “I was 


a ball-boy," Nelmes remem- 
bers. lydney even led until toe 
final few minutes. “Then Steve 
Smith sneaked over fora by," 
Nelmes adds, “and that was 
that" 

Another crucial factor could 
well be the conditions. Lydney 
need mud. Plenty of it Unfor- 
tunately foe rain which has 
been hosing down for much of 
foe winter has let up in the last 
few days, according to Nelmes, 
who says: “What we need is 
three or four inches of mud. 

“And if it doesn’t rain again 
between now and Sunday 
maybe well have to call in the 
fire brigade. That’s what Lon- 
don Welsh thought had hap- 


pened when they turned up to 
play us once in toe Cup a while 
back. It was a glorious day but 
the pitch had not fully dried and 
the \felsh moaned about toe 
state of things. In the bar 
afterwards, having drawn 17-17, 
we were toasting the fire 
brigade and saying what a good 
job they had done, and the 
Welsh swallowed it” 

It is unlikely to come down 
to that but Saracens can cer- 
tainly expect a noisy recep- 
tion. Lewis again: “The ground 
will be jam-packed. There has 
been tremendous interest in the 
tie and no one ever finds it easy 
to play us here. At home there 
is a certain spirit whoever we 


pfay and that will come to the 
fore against Saracens. 

“I just hope they enjoy the 
experience and learn from this. 
They are 1 oolong forward to 
coming up against some of the 
best players to the world.” 

Someone who will be 
jammed among toe Forest fa- 
natics on Sunday will be their 
former frill-back Steve James, 
toe Glamorgan and England 
batsman. He played in toe No 
15 short as recently as three 
seasons ago, but since toe two 
sports sit uneasily alongside 
each other and James is re- 
luctant to risk injury, he is con- 
tent to join fas parents, Peter 
and Margaret, in the stands. 


“I may not play for Lydney 
any more, but I always foDow 
their fortunes” James insists. 
“And I watch them whenever I 
can. There is a real passion for 
rugby in this area.” 

He is close to confessing 
that he would like to be out 
there on Sunday, playing his 
heart out with the other local : 
heroes, “but then I get this pic- 
ture of Francois Pienaar run- 
ning at me”. 

James must have known 
that toe former Springbok cap- 
tain would be making his first 
appearance of the year for 
Saracens and the alarm bells 
sounded. Or was it the fire 
brigade? 


McRae 
ready 
to test 
his men 

BY DAVE HAP FIELD 

SHAUN MCRAE, toe Gateshead 
Thunder coach, has warned 
the game not to expect too 
much from his newly assem- 
bled side on its first outing 
tonight. 

The new Super League club 
play Castleford at Wheldon 
Road, but McRae, the former St 
Helens coach who has been 
given the task of moulding 
them into a team, says that the 
result is not crucial. “I think it’s 
more important to Castleford 
than to us. Stuart Raper has 
told me that he will be fielding 
his strongest side. They have 
five new players and a Chal- 
lenge Cup tie coming up in 
two weeks, so we have to espect 
a bit of a barrage,'' he said. 

“For us, it is a matter of 
everyone getting 40 minutes 
football including some players 
from whom I don't know what 
to expect.” Those unknown 
quantities include Epi Thione. 
an 18 stone Tbngan winger in- 
troduced to the dub by Va'aiga 
Thigamala, and several local tri- 
alists who are the product of 
amateur rugby league to the 
North-east 

Gateshead’s extensive co- 
lony of Australians will also 
get their first taste of playing to- 
gether. with McRae looking for 
the combinations that will help 
his side establish their cre- 
dentials quickly when Super 
League kicks off in March. 

Gateshead are not compet- 
ing in toe Challenge Cup and 
wfll have just one more friend- 
ly before meeting Leeds to 
their first league game on 7 
March. “There's some respon- 
sibility on me as captain,” said 
Kerrod Walters, the former 
Australian Test hooker who is 
the Thunder's most experi- 
enced player. “But there’s a re- 
sponsibility on all the players to 
see how quickly we can geL” 
Walters was also captain of 
toe new franchise at the Ade- 
laide Rams during their brief, 
two-year existence, but says 
that the mood at Gateshead is 
more like that at Brisbane, 
when the Broncos were em- 
barking on toeir dimb to the top 
of toe Australian game. 

“TbuVe got to get things 
right off the field as well and I 
feel we’re doing that in 
Gateshead,” Walters said 
Castieford win give debuts to 
three new imports, James Pick- 
ering. Aaron Raper and Dale 
Fritz, whilst the Great Britain 
centre Alan Hunte will make his 
first appearance for Whrrington 
against his old dub, St Helens, 
tonight 

Wigan, who are to discuss 
foe possibility of John Monie ex- 
tending toe year he has left on 
bis coaching contract may 
bring their former coach. 
Graeme West back to Central 
Park as one of his assistants. 
West was sacked as coach of 
Widnes last year and has since 
been working outside the game. 

The Rugby League’s annu- 
al meeting today will discuss 
the difficulty in fin ding dates for 
the Five Nations internationals 
this season, now that a 30- 
game Super League season 
necessitates midweek games. 
“We hope that a solution can be 
found, but it is starting to be- 
come urgent” said a League 
spokesman. 


IOC considers 
selective bans 


THE OFFICIAL to charge of toe 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee’s drugs programme pro- 
posed selective bans yesterday 
to keep doping offenders out of 
certain - but not all - major 
events. 

Prince Alexandre de Me- 
rode, the chairman of the IOC 
medical commission, also said 
that the IOC will seek a com- 
promise on its proposal for a 
two-year minimum ban for 
major drug abusers. 

In an attempt to keep ath- 
letes from successfully chal- 
lenging sanctions in civil 
courts, DeMdrode said that toe 
IOC will seek to impose bans 
that keep athletes out of some 
of the biggest competitions. 


’uve in the sport to make a liv- 
ing. 

* “It will be a financial and 
moral p unjahmgnt, and it will be 
severe, but it will not rob him 
of his work," De Merode said 
His comments came just days 
ahead rf next week’s world 
conference on doping in sport 


in Lausanne, Switzerland Na- 
tions from around the globe and 
sporting federations will meet 
to seek to harmonise drug poli- 
cies to the wake of a series of 

Michelle de Bruin, toe triple 
Olympic swimming champion, 
had her appeal against a four- 
year doping ban postponed 
until May toe Court of Arbi- 
tration for Sport announced 
yesterday 

The CAS was originally ex- j 
pected to decide on toe Irish 
swimmer’s case this month, but 
instead it extended the four- 
month deadline for her appeal 
hearing until 3 May. 

“There are two reasons for 
the delay,” a CAS official 
Matthieu Reeb, sad “Wb’ve ex- 
perienced difficulty to gather- 
ing all the parties and councils 
together in Lausanne. The 
other reason is that toe panel 
of arbitration allowed a new ex- 
change of written statements 
between the parties.” 


Nicol is 
cut down 
by Power 


JONATHON POWER, who Upset 
the seedtogs in Doha when he 
beat Peter Nicol to become 
world champion, upset them 
again when he repeated the vic- 
tory to the Tournament of 
Champions in New ‘York. 

The third-seeded Canadian 
won in four games ax weds ago 
in the world final but on 
Wednesday night he beat the 
top-seeded Scot, 15-10, 15-5. 15-4, 
in a surprisingly onesided semi- 
final Indeed, after Nicol had led 
9-5 in toe first game it was the 
most one-sided of ail their con- 
tests. Power was able to win 
mare through weight and pace 
and less through his trademark 
disguises and flicks. 

Power now meets the sec- 
ond-seeded Egyptian, Ahmed 
Barada. who had a tough semi- 
final with toe fourth-seeded 
Englishman, Paul Johnson, be- 
fore winning, 15-10, 7-15, 17-14, 
14-17, 15-8, in fully 100 minutes. 


Smells and swells 
for straggler Saito 


SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCouer Direct 


HIS YACHT stank of rotten meat 
and he was runrung a long way 
behind the leaders, but the vet- 
eran Japanese sailor Minoru 
Saito has completed the most 
arduous leg of the Around 
Alone race. 

Saito took 52 days, twice as 
long as the leg winner; the Ital- 
ian Giovanni Soldini, to com- 
plete toe 7.000 miles <11,000 km) 
from Cape Town to Auckland. 

Along the way be celebrated 
his 65th birthday and re mains 
on course to become toe oldest 
sailor to complete toe race. 

The fact his 50ft yacht, the 
Shuten-dori, was a little smelly 
on arrival in Auckland harbour 
was blamed on a freezer that 
broke down 15 days out from 
South Africa. 

“I had many meats - chick- 
en, pork, beef, tuna. They all go 
off I have a very, very bad 

smeS on board now," said Saita 
whose priority on stepping 
ashore was a cold beer. 

However the problem did 
not worry the veteran yachts- 
man, who has survived five 


by Stuart Alexander 

heart a Maries and has sailed 
around toe world twice since 
selling his Tokyo petrol station 
14 years ago. 

Saito reached Auckland at 
nudday and was followed in six 
hours late - by the 31-year-old 
South African Neal Petersen. 

Fifteen yachts set off from 
Cape Tbwn on 5 December and 
disqualification faces the three 
boats that are still on the water. 

The cut-off point is noon to- 
morrow and Britain’s Robin 
Davey has no chance of mak- 
ing Auckland to time — he still 
has 1,200 miles to go. The other 
two are the Russian FfedorKo- 
nioukhov and toe Australian 
Neil Hunter. 

The race is led by toe only 
woman taking part, France's 
Isabelle Autissier. The fleet is 
due to leave Au ckland on 6 

Fbbruaiyfor Uruguay ec route 
to a finish in Charleston, South 
Carolina. 


SKI HOTLINE | 


Detailed independent snow and 


the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO 845 
(the fax lists codes for 180 re- 
sorts) 


weather report: 


and weather report: 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-page summer) 
conditions in 1 60 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 OO 601 

Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Slopes (cm) 
Lwr Upr 

Last 

snow 

Temp 

Forecast 

Artnsal 100% 

AUSTRIA 

Gc upper runs 

100 

125 

27.1 

•2C Light snow 

Bad Gastein ..98% 
Klrcfiberg ... 90% 
BULGARIA 

Fresh, powdery AO 

Improved higher up20 

90 

90 

27.1 

28.1 

-7C 

-5C 

Unsettled 

Unsettled 

Pamporouo 100 % 

CANADA 

Needs fresh snow 

35 

55 

14.1 

-1C 

Sunny 

Whistler 100% 

FRANCE 

Packed, groomed 285 

2B5 

27.1 

-3C Broken doud 

Chamonix. 95% 

Mottaret ...100% 
rwur 

Fresh snow 

High slopes good 

50 

AS 

115 

130 

27.1 

27.1 

-1C 

-2C 

Unsettled 

Snow 

Cervlnla 90% 

Madesimo .. 100 % 
NORWAY 

Good skiing 
vaierfl lei good 

30 

35 

120 

170 

27.1 

12.1 

-6C 

-3C 

Light snow 
Changeable 

Gerto 100% 

SCOTLAND 

Glencoe 90% 

Good snow cover 

Good skiing 

70 

30 

70 

40 

17.1 

27.1 

-2C 

-2C 

Overcast 


SWITZERLAND 


Leys*n 100% Fresh snow 30 90 28.1 

UNITED STATES 

Heavenly 90% Fresh deep powder240 330 27.1 


-4C Changeable 


330 27.1 -3C Snw shwers 

Information suppked by Ski Hotline 


Calls to 0901 cost SOp per min. 0906 cost £1 per mm. 0870 calls are standard national rate. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 

■ww.wofl±fW.rjuiu Tha capital 
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into the net 


ONE POSSIBLY telling indica- 
tion of the reluctance of the 
body racing to embrace new- 
fangled ideas is a minute sec- 
tion near the back of the latest 
edition of the annual trade 
who’s who, The Directory qf&ie 
Tin -f. Those listed under “In- 
ternet Services" account for 
only a few of the tome's 500-odd 
pages. Whether the World Wide 
Web frightens the horses or not, 
it would seem it causes their 
trainers to whip round and bolt 
in terror: 

But there are of course ex- 
ceptions and one man to be 
boldly going where none have 
before is Mark Tbmpkins. The 
plain-speaking Newmarket- 
based Yorkshireman has just 
launched a scheme to draw 
owners into the net Literally. 

His brainchild, Raceworid, is 
an owners’ club in many ways 
like other owners' clubs. Fbr a 
small annual payment - in this 
case £250 - members have the 
fon of having horses run in their 
colours and an insider’s access 
to the news from a training sta- 
bles. The difference is that 
today’s technology allows sub- 
scribers from Cambridge down 
the road and Cambridge. Mass- 
achusetts, to feel equally dose 
to the dally action. 

The creation of Raceworid is 
not the first time that Tompkins 
has taken the initiative where 
business expansion is con- 
cerned During the Eighties 
he pioneered the now-com- 
monplace concept of multiple 
ownership with horses run- 
ning in the names of regional 
newspapers. 

“I wrote to every newspaper 
in the country with a big 
enough circulation and we 
drew them in from all over the 
olace.” he said “We had a hell 


BY SUE MONTGOMERY 


of a lot of good fun and I'm sure 
many of the readers who were 
involved got a taste for the 
sport and went on to other 
horses. But everything has its 
seU-by date and the way for- 
ward now, the future, is the In- 
ternet The logical step was to 
have a worldwide racing dub.” 

Training racehorses these 
days is painted as being as se- 
cure a profession as that of a 
college master in Morse's Ox- 
ford It is a business that de- 
pends on firstly persuading 
someone that buying a race- 
horse is a sensible thing to do 
and then rewarding that in- 
vestment in terms of either fi- 
nance or fun, and preferably 
both. Tompkins is chairman of 
his local Trainers' Federation 
and he said ‘T can say for a fact 
that of my 65 members 30 are 
struggling. Costs are going up 
and half of them haven’t got a 
bean to rub together. But quite 
a lot of them don't tiy either 
They don’t have a brain in their 
beads to know how to think of 
new ideas. 

“And new ideas are needed 
The Arabs are polarising, so 

everyone is going to be after the 

next lot of people. And single 
ownership of a horse is un- 
doubtedly expensive. It’s amaz- 
ing how rich you've actually got 
to be to own one on your own." 

There is a stoiy told perhaps 
apocryphal, of how when Sir 
Victor Sassoon was asked how 
much involvement Sir Noel 
Muriess allowed him with his 
large string of horses, his plain- 
tive reply was: “Well, he allows 
me to name them." There is no 
room for such distance at Flint 
Cottage. “Communication with 
owners is one of the most im- 


DONCASTER 


1.00 I'm Imran 
1.30 All Gong 
2.05 Wynyard Knight 
2.35 The Outback Way 


HYPERION 

3.10 Brave King 

3.45 BROTHER OF IRIS (nap) 

4.20 Beaufort Zero 


pnr fant things" , Thm plrfns fairi 

“They must feel involved, and 
we absolutely want them to 
be. But it is also something that 
can drive me mental; with mul- 
tiple ownership you can get 
every member phoning up of a 
morning to ask the same thing. 

“Someone with a horse in 
training might talk to the train- 
er once or twice a week at 
most With this system they can 
plug in and get a daily update. 
And as well as for people who 
enjoy going racing, it could be 
ideal for older or disabled peo- 
ple who can’t get about as eas- 
ily or a whizz-kid in the city who 
can take a cople of minutes to 
check on his horses, or some- 
one living abroad who wants a 
taste of racing in England" 

So, what does a Raceworid 
memb^get^TTie string for this 
year numbers seven and in- 
cludes the dual-purpose six- 
year-old Sky Dome, with entries 
at Chel tenham and in the Lin- 
coln, for instant action, phis 
five specially-selected two-year- 
olds. The web-ote - smart-look- 
ing and user-friendly, it has to 
be said - offers daily updates 
and information and the train- 
er's views on current racing top- 
ics. Future plans include 
moving pictures and there is an 
e- mail address to make it in- 
teractive. Logging onto 
http vYwwwraceworl&co .uk will 
give a taster. 

“Buying the horses and set- 
ting it up was a risk,” said 
Tompkins, “but we’ve put nice 
horses into it and if they are sue- 
cessful it will be self-generating. 
In the first year weTl be happy 
if it breaks even and keeps 
rolling. But these days you've 
got to come up with ideas. You 
can't afford to lie in bed You've 
got to be up and at it" 


DoableThrfller starts to stretch away from his rivals for an impressive success atWmcanton yesterday 


Julian Herbert/Allsport 


Thriller grabs the eye O’Brien ready to 


IT was a case of Double 
Thriller first and the rest 
nowhere at Wincanton yester- 
day as the giant-striding geld- 
ing entered Cheltenham Gold 
Cup calculations with a spec- 
tacular success. 

Making his debut for Paul 
Nicholls, the only horse to have 
beaten the Gold Cup favourite, 
Tbeton Mill, under Rules, put up 
an exemplary performance to 
win the Racing Channel Hand- 
icap Chase by a distance. 

The Tote’s representative, 
Rob Hartnett immediately cut 
Double Thriller from 40-1 to 25-1 
for the Gold Cup but that was 
gone in a matter of seconds and 
he was shaved a farther nine 
points to 16 - 1 . 

“He’s a serious horse and 
we’ve been very excited about 
him at home," Nicholls saidTt 
will be one more run in die Jim 
Fbrd Chase here next month 


GOING: Good (Good tn Soft patches) 

■ Left-hand, pear-shaped course. 

■ Course is E of town off the A63B IM13 Jets 3 S 4) Bus link from Doncaster Central 
station. ADMISSION: dub fS; Grandstand E9; Farrufy Enclosure E* (under-IBs Iree al 
enclosures! CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS. 

I ■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mr* M Revetay 12-85 (141%) D Nicholson £Mfl (188%). N 
Henderson 8-30 12am Miss H Knight 7-28 (25%). Mrs S Snirth 7-31 (228%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Carberry n -»0 (275%). R Ganttty 9-53 (17%). M A Fitzger- 
ald 8-36 (212%), R Guest B-39 B05%), L Wyer 8-54 (U8%>. P Nhren 8-57 (W%V 

■ FAVOURITES: 82-232 (352%) 

■ LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Begorrat (100). Rachael's Owen (235) and Thom- 
loun House (3*5) haws travelled 3*5 mies. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 


SELBY CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (F) E2J300 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £2,080 


1 6E30 WAARJJN (22) (D) (Ctosgow House SyndcateJ C Fartusl 5G0 ft Honocfcs 

2 3-1P20 REVERSE CHARGE (46) (G A Hafts] G A tailor 7 11 6 QLae 

3 OOW3 ARRANGE (14) (K Rfny) F Murpty 7 n IJanfiMp) 

* 330 DEE PEE TEE CEE (34) (Ms M E Qxta] MW Easterly 5 11 5 .C McCormack 

5 442 BEGORRAT (29) (BF) (Mta Flym) J GaUe 5 11 4 OMcPhal 

6 F44360 9-fflliG WIP Moore) J Mad* flit 4 RlfcGrath 

7 -2221 WELSH MOUNTAIN pi) (D) (Ms PAL Butter) K Morgwi 6 11 2 L Cooper (5) 

e 3-OiFZ BRANCEPCTH BELLE (25) (BF) (N B Moron) N Mason 8 fl fl HOSver 

3 «02 BUjrN0»IAnEp!)(RPWS»]lteSa«h5Ott.-_ RWKnton 

TO OtBP-fl 6LEVIM (41) (Ms jKPrMd) NTunston-DBMes 7 D O J-Suftem 

tl UUCP KINO PRINCE (34) (D) (Ncritrg ParbwrsHp) M Btefcy 7 08 Mchssl Brwman 

2 OW U«UIBTONWOnM(F11)(GJASsn)N9jortb07 .YfDmflng 

G O-POS FORESTRY (34) (0 Afld) MWmson 5 07 _R Massey 

14 PD-25 RES3E BUCK (USA) pi) (L Rpfa J L Harts 5 07. J Hoard 

B B33 NAUAR (USK) (23) prf'iiSinfflBLk]) JRt£erakl 4 05 .. SDuRKk 

B OP-0 EAGLE CANTON (50) (Swan Partnsrehp) SEkoohsftwrfl DO JCAbpwu 

17 SUP I’M IMRAN (NZ) (32) (Ssa totnerafe) C fijtrten BAD JGokWstn 

S OlP-fflj USBAHD LADY (28) pTowrecn) t*s5Smiri& TOD ...SRarrttffl 

- 18 (teetered - 

Mvrnnm mghc 10SL fme hanOcgp weighs: ftn Imran $a 13b. Li3bendLadY9st 13b. 

BETTING: 6-1 Begoirat, 7-1 Welsti Mountain. 8-1 Wnffe, Arrange, Bfly Nonutte, Reggie Bock, 
10-1 l*m tram. Brancepstti Bofle. Dee Ate The Css, 12-1 Semen, Maflai, 14-1 other* 

038. Dai De Man 7 10 1 T Sddal (31 7-1 (Mss L Sddal) T6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Warrlln; In good farm, winning handteap at Sedgefield and beaten head by DUiafc 
Mount a Martel Rasen (2fc higher hare), both at 2mif on vary soft. Ftorn-rennar 
Reverse Charge on last gromd h July. Ewselent second to Cte3SKaJ Dance 
at Kabo (2m, heavy) before never dangerous on hantScap (58) fewer here) debut 
Arrange: Placed at Carfcte (2m4f. heswy) end Musselburgh (2m. good in writ) w© 
season, with modest effort n betvnwn Has to fnprove on this hantficap debut 
Dee Pm "fee Cm Has shown promisa afl three runs (aA on soft surface) over hu-- 
des. m races won by Lord Lamb last two occasions interesting handtaap debutant 
Begorrat Another who has only just quaffed far a handicap mark. Prorrisfng effort 
on debut but beaten favourite srice when In frame at Ayr and Caflsrtcfc 
Sleeting: Has had plenty of experience over hudtes but is stl a maiden. Beaten off 
this sort ol mark fast five Starta Veered on last Brae. Looks exposed 
Welsh Mountain: Second to Brancepeth Bete at Market Rasen (2m U soft), below 
best n muddfng raoa Latest wfn m Ludlow safer suggests he can reverse placaigs 
Branoepeth Belle: Won cfakner at Market Rasen (2m2t softl m December. Fefl first 
nert feme. Good neck second (7b higher here) at fortwrt. Al runs on sort surface 
BHIy Nomaite: Unsatisfactory maiden an Flat Much Improved over hurtles On hand- 
icap debut Bi Wetherty (2m. soft) faxing 3 out but caught dose ho™ by Fbru 
Gtwam: KSb tower Vian when 3V> lengths thrt ctf 17 at Chepstow (3m. good to fen) 
fa May. ww beater on heavy only start this term Drop back to 2m looks against her 
Kind PrtOOK Sixth Of % fa hot race v»n by Premer Generation at Chettenftam (2m. 
good) fa November. Chances on that form, but has run badly both starts einee 
His Lambton Worm: Modest 6V71 farm on Flat Three starts over hurdles, fourth of 
ti at Cattaiefc Em. soft), and condtiQR& hare can bring further improvement 
Forestry; K) lengths seventh of 13 fa darning hurtle at Huntfagdon (2m. soft) thW 
start No other farm, off 79 on handcap debut last tana 58) tknp does not look enough 
Reggie Buck: 33-1 and dropped in cfass. £ lengifts second ol 15 In seter over CSD 
(good) 37< lengths filth of 12 off ths mark in Ludlow handfcap (good to soft) latest 
Hagan Fax tn whner. fafaroued tfed war hurdles to Pieman Quest at Market Raswi 
(soft) and Frasterre at MusseSaigh (good) Would not want corufbons testfag 
Eagle Canyon; No farm for R-ank Jordan, off t3 months Before latast start 
I’m Imran: winner on Flat fa New Dsatand Unseated third in nemse chase second 
run here. Pronwa In an4f novtoe hurttas starts either side, on (amt puled tp at Chep- 
stow bui one of the few h corrantian tumng for noma Sort to do much bette 
Liabend Lady. No better then IUhn one tamper run and three orarhurdtes 

VERDICT: Apparently a wide-open handcap. with njorm duo Wfanlin and Wabh 
Mountain facing a host of unexposed anmats. The fceBwod is tha t one ol those uv 
a^posed types wi find the necessary improvement THE LAMBTON WORM just 
gets the vote ww Najjar, although neither world appreciate it if the ground turned 
«jtt I'm Imran la an unknown quantity having taied to complete on two d Na three 
starts — a market move far hm could be NgNy wgrtflcait 


9 net DONCASTER RACECOURSE SPONSORSHIP CLUB 

l f - Ur l NOVICE CHASE (D) £5,500 added 2m 110yds £4£32 

1 040- n SWEEP GENRY (34) (B) [T Homvnge) Ms S anJh7 h Xi SDorack 

2 (E-Ffl NATIVE CHARM (29) (DJ (PtJ kW Pfafaanp C Morkx* 707. ^JAHeCwOiy 

3 3411-1 WYNTAHD KNIGHT (53) (T^ (9r John HaB) Mn M Rmiey 7 n 8 FMnn 

4 01-344 ORCIB STAR pO)(CT| (BF) (The F%ignasto^ONqhDbqn 811 0, AVtagfa* 

5 54-TC DAN D6 MAN (48) (CO) (BF) (DJ Pouter RrtwrEfeOfeL SkkfaieTI 0 _JtDobtJte 

-Sdscbred- 

BETT1NG: 5-2 Nilfva Charm, J-1 Wynyard KnigM. 7-2 Sweep Gmfly, 5-1 Cttcib StK.7-1 Dan D* 

Man 

fflsa - CSssy Lad & n 0 M A FtapsraJd 5-1 (N Henderaon) B ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Sweep Gently: Strong at the finish to beet lrm At The Top 37< lengths at Ayr (2m, 
good to aott) on chasing debut Easy task at Market Rasen (2 mil soft) next [fate 
Open lo plenty of raprovement but may prove Ideally suited by peeler etsvrtna teat 
Nettie Cttarou tt-fl mm 3 Pfompton and made al » justify taroumism by 4 lengths 
from River Wye at Vfarwick 29 days fatec both at areund 2m on good to soh 

Wynyafe Kn%ht: Favtufe al starts n bunpera and over tudles, wrnfag three ttrnes 
at 2m. 4-1 reappeared with wideKnargh wfa fa novico chase at Ayr, making most 
and 3 lengths fa front when Premier Chi fol at the last. Vbry pramsng 
Glrcua Slat tfary talented, but has not won the races his abflty would suggest Use- 
ful farm first two chase starts, but orty fourth of 5 when 4-s at Ludfow on latest 
Dan De Man: Much improved over hurries this farm, warning two handcaps (2m4f 
and 2m) but those were off marks in the 90s so this chasing debut is a stiff tart 
VERDICT: Circus star would be the form choice, on hia hurdles and chasa farm, 
but he has been fa that position before and dfcappofafad. so ha ia passed owr today, 
opposed as he s by three promising dtaoBis. Conditions may prcro on the sharp 
aide tor Sweep Gently, whte WYNYARD KNIGHT g preferred to Nattw Charm on 
the gnxrris thee he has the cyastor scope far Improvement. 


9 ~ocl STANLEY RACING HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) m 
1 £10,000 2m 3f 1 10yds Penalty Value £7,741 

1 PPR1-0 COLONEL M CHIEF (63) (D) (ROg*n) HT(XJuflBr9C0. MAFKzgandd 

2 P-tEH F0«ES»Lp«)(B»rMagjn)JHJ*(T3x7flI AHegsfni 

3 4^0) GO UNIVSTSAL (28) (CD) (IkWBsd Conisance) N Chance 11 n 1 SDuncfc 

4 04» HAMAtifflJTZ (B3) (CD) (Us J Martn) PDftionB 10 h RJchnwn 

5 3-420 THE OUTBACK WAY (7^ (Mrs B Granger, A DBooaxfoDMmle 9 OB — WHntm 

6 3H33I NOSAM (1 1 ) (CO) (ft B Mssor) N Msson 9 tt o p®) KJrfansan 

7 -BZft RAIflNQ MIRACLE (42) (JCBradbuyJGBaman 9 -TJItorpftyB 

8 2225- I4R PRESOH^T (371) (C) (D) (BFj'fFraiCo™ £t FriBndaJ V Eoere t) O 0 — BFomi 

3 5541F3 MARBLE HAN (23) PJUio)MPB* 9 OO .Bfefttog 

O 014a TXWRGT(41) (Wr3AMDaw) VteHKnigttSlOO DrafttM 

11 13452- RAOtAEL‘3 Owst (322) (D) (DfaHvd Racngi J Gokfe 900 A Dobbin 

-ii (factored - 

AfnWMnvwgnt job rru9hanc^«igfiis,'Nco»nflsf I2fc FbmngAfiraefaSsr Ifft MrPnMn 
tej*. MsmfaitonSsiSJj, Tight fbtdsl 4b, RacftmPsQmSsitSi 
BETTING! 4-1 Nonm. M Fonttd, 5-1 Cofand fa CBM, GtemgGtz, #-1 The Outtack Way. 7-1 
Hwang Mbacfa, 12-1 Marble Mon, 16-1 Mr PrwUenL ®-1 RBCtmoTk Owen, 25-1 Oo UidmsM 
«8 Arafaranch 7 It 0 L WyCr 4-1 (J M Jefferson) 9 ran 


before be goes to Cheltenham. 
Since he got over a bout of 
coughing at Christmas we've 


thuslastic about him as he’s 
kept improving. But he’s only 
won a frnn rfirap off 129 and 
there’s a long way to go.” 

But when told that Double 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Fm Imran 
(Doncaster 1.00) 
NB: Goodbye Goldstone 
(Southwell 2.45) 


Thriller was, briefly, on offer at 
25-1* Nicholls smiled broadly 
and said: “I think that is a very 
big price when you look at his 
fonn with Tee ton M3L” 
Nicholls could face a prob- 
lem with jockey-bookings at 
Cheltenham as he could be 
three-handed in the Gold Cup 


with See More Business and 
Earthmover also expected to 
line-up. “Joe fDzzard, the sta- 
ble jockey] and I wfll talk about 
it closer to the day;” he said. 

Double Thriller was sent to 
Nicholls by the retired dairy 
farmer Reg WBkins Who came 
to prominence when he trained 
the gelding’s half brother Dou- 
ble Silk to complete the Chel- 
t enha m/ Ain tree Fbxhunters’ 
double in 1993. 

■ The trainer Khn Bailey was 
not present at Bow Street Mag- 
istrates’ Court yesterday when 
the case resumed in which he 
is jointly charged with a former 
Thames Ifelley Police officer; 
Robert Hamngton,ofcaaspir- 
aty to burgle fee property of the 
jockey Norman Williamson. A 
date was set for a pre-trial re- 
view of the case on 15 March 
and committal proceedings 
were set for 36-28 ApriL 


play French ace 


LE COUDRAY, who won five 
races in France before being 
bought by J P McManus, 
makes his debut for Aidan 
O’Brien in the Bank of Ireland 
Hurdle at Haas on Sunday. 
Held in high regard, Le Cow- 
drey centered m the Stayers’ 
Hurdle at the Cheltenham fes- 
tival for which he i s a top- 
priced ZO-1 with William Hill. 

“Le Coudray is very well 
and I expect him to run a big 
race on Sunday” O’Brien said. 

Another horse more familiar 
to French racegoers, Ruggiero, 
is to tadde the Pillar Properties ; 
Chase at Cheltenham tomor- 
row. Thierry Civel’s eight-year- . 
edd, the winner of his latest start 
at Cagnes sur Mer two weeks 
ago, is due to school with some ' 
ol David Nicholson’s string at 
jackdaws Castle today. 


• Ruggiero feces a tough, task 
tomorrow against See More 
Business, Cyfor Malta and Es- 
cartefigue. He is following in the 
hoofprmts of the Frances Ro- 
haut-trained Arerhce. who was 
fifth in the race in 1985. 


fail 

all 


DONCASTER 2-35 


4-1 7-2 Tj 7-2 72 
4-1 4-1 U 4-1 7-2 


PtoHHCtMItt M 92 M M 

Gt—gte M 5-1 M M M 

7M(Mfe*Bfar«-l H M V M 

RMfagMtaCfa W « T4 &T M 

—til lire « W tt -1 : tf -1 U 

UrPtmUM m B-T 2M 30-1 gH 

Md— Own *1 H.W 20-1 
BbWhhM W W 3H S-V 

acAnflMflfiMO— ,pto» \Z 3 
CCtxdHMfanHILljMnSSai 


EBF ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£4,500 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £3^14 


1 12-141 ALL GONG (11) (C3 (ASpKknanj N Henderafa5 H U.._ MAFBzgn— 

2 23nt WOO0FBnGAL£(4q(D)lMsMScWeylMrsMF(evetoyp6ltn J*r A D«nfa*oy (3) 

a 0004) BAUJTM BOV (29) (M awme) J FtaGerakJ 6 IT 0 PNfren 

4 0 EASTON GALE (93) (GHubtad)GHjbbad 5 tlO -RGohI 

5 0 FEAR SftftL(M)(DUFcrSe) DM Forster 6 HO ADobbhi 

6 32 fOflESTTHYNE{B0) (BF) (CfoFbfKtBSParlr'erahpJ DMrfiCfecr5T; 0_ AMngnlr* 

7 30 KALAHTtp3)(MRGMSluigei) JPtsG«*)6lU> RGamBy 

8 5« LOJfflBBtMffiOUFFAWr(21)(MarwfkxjsPanner^|JG«ffer)6T10 PHde 

9 FP2-04 HEEANDTWO (96) (J S Hartwvj J Madoe 8 It 0 WMamtan 

O MR HALF SHAHP fi J 5n*8r) 8 Ftofanel 6 11 0 ASSnfaft 

II 0222 PROreSSOR COOL (42) (R M Krttznd) J Madoe 6 11 0 R Supple 

■a 0 SHAH (42) (BF) (P Kefeal) D Mcftctetn 6 T1 0 R Johnson 

T3 15-503 STRONG MAGIC (30) (T A Jaftrayl Mss C Johraey 7 T1 0 CMrodf 

t* THE MIGHTY PARROT (DMFoiSIBrjDMForafat 7 11 0 Storey 

15 514 AMBROSIA (52) (G HUX»« G htttafo 6 09 R Thornton 

« 30- OUR DAWNY (291) (Ms J M F Dfcben) 0 Sheranod 6 ID 9 JAMcQnthy 

(7 0 (B5(NGTAUSKER((2)(IA&MrsMS3inlB^HD^6na SWyma 

-I7<iadamd- 

0ETTWO: 7-4 All Gang, 3-1 WtiodOa M GMe, 7-1 PiOfa MW CooL Lonammiebouffav. 10-1 Foresl 
Thyno, 14-1 Our Danny. Kafanto, 20-1 Mararntw, Shah, Strong Magic, 25-1 ottiara 
096: SarwMWia w pIn Bn OH Johnson 15-a l» (D ffchctecn) Bran 

FORM GUIDE 

Ail Gong: Comfortable winner over 2m 11 (good » soft) at Cheltenham and on this 
etxrse Wei beaten ovor 2m5f on soft In Grade i at Newtxry. The choice on farm 
Wbodflekl Gala: Much improved thte waiter, wfanfag al around 2n*W at Watherby 
and NeMtestle (twice) all on a soft surfaca Betour farm on teater ground. P m na a l m 
BalHna Boy. Showed tttte fa Uangere and last ot Ti fireshare on tudkig debut 
Easton Gale: Decant sort on foods, and weB bred 20-1 15 lengths seventh of 23 to 
Prominere ftofla fa bumper at CheltBnham (good to soft) May ba tanger term pnapect 
Faor SiuH: Anothar good-fooiang debutant aver hurdes. 25-) sane promisa but fln- 
■shad only 13th ot 20 In bumper at Newcastle (good to soft) fa Decentoer 
Forest Thynn Good Thyna 5ya Placed fa bumpers at Newton Abbot and Worces- 
ter (heavy, soon ridden) in November Something to fed if those efforts are a guide 
Kalante: 15 lengths third of 12 to impressive Gentle ravage fa bumper at Haydock 
(soft) Disappofatfag next time. Looks sort to make his mark over hutAss 
Lordbemlebouffant: 9 lengths second of 6 to Back On Tha Lash on hunflng debut 
at Tbwcaster (2m. heavy) Plenty lo find on form, but the extra ‘Am wfl help a lot 
NamdlfKK Beaten long way both starts (2mU good: 2m7l soft) over hudes 
Mr Half Sharp: 8yo gekfeg Iqr Mr Fluorocarbon. Best watched on debut 
Professor Coot Won Fbntwel bumper fa February. Priced as three hurdfeg Starts, 
length second to Storm Of Gold at Uttoxata ®w«) latest Acts on good and aoh 
Stall: Weak co-favourrte, remote last of 8 n bumper at Uttaeter (soft) 

Strong Magic: »7> lengths fifth ot 12 to Dai*) Tempo n novice hurde at Windsor 
(&r*H good to soft). WN beaten with more testing cona ti ons area 
The Mighty Parrot: 7yo by Strong Gala This looks a rough race lor no debut 
Ambrosia: Wet beaten both starts over hunfes. with W months off si between Prob- 
ably has abBfy, but may wel need more time to show it 

Our Danny: Trained by V&neSa WMams, 5 lengths third of V) fa maiden bumper at 
Fofceatone (good) in March but rfeappofaifag at Haydock (good to soft) next time 
Rising TaneJcarr 33-1 and no promse fa novice hunSe at Uttcnater prtvn soft) 
VERDICT Professor Cool is bound to win before tong, but ha faces a stiff task 
against the penafised All Gong and WOODFiELD GALE. There is Itde between that 
par on farm, but Woodfleld Gale is proven over the trfo and Al Gong is not There 
are also a number of nteresting recruits from bumpers fa the field, notably Eaton 
Gale. Kafaree and Our Downy. They: howavac may prove better fonger-term prospects, 
a comment which b also appicabie to the aeopey Lordbemfebouffiant who shaped 
wel or fts hurdling debut at Towcester and wfl be wefl suited by the step up fa trip 


FORM GUIDE 

Colonel in CttiefcYJbr. ci good style a: Ayr !2mi gsed fo 5rm) rs Apri. That per- 
formance o suroinded by a hear, st as he breaks Sows vessels 

Forested: Two g=od runs a: ffss tr? ths seascr. ■trzzrg at Wefety igcxfol and 
second o Ask Afo Larer id Nancaste (soft; Las: etc a: LVetoedry Ixbsi stert 
Go Universal: OK 15 nvzdhs after fete! sar. 396,37 and has shown Etde fa ttwee 
outings smee. Rummettig m the tul foo mudh has fc be t^en on trust 
Gt ama nglfte Experienced 2mc f Phaser, jnp - r. ^d bis season. Has fo be respected 
m Is saoand rt S ® Ffamsig f&asa ® Uttareter ,553s ~ firr.J two srerts ago 
The Outback Why: tn gcod form snee ftna-j — 5r.afa this term, w inra t s 
an (heavy) and tfwd to Capenerey a! Che.Ter^am sacd) sch 2naf m November 
Nosam: 30 higher dan when beast? Maire de M-spa by a neck cror couree and 
dfetance (good to soft) last une. ir. exceTert fcrm and tha race may be run tin suit 
naming Miracle: Arcfoer who has Oeer re^O'e Sis season, winning at Uttcteter 
(2m5t good to firm) : 0 Higher here than when V-fangd* seccrd ci 5 at same course 
Mr President: Placed in 2 of hs 3 srerts teas ~ "396. be* at ths mp on scunri sur- 
face. but whipped round at sart m benreen. Sefow form n hunter chase last term 
Mwfeta Man: Down to a very favourable marn ci (137 here; when wmng a JWjb- 
safourgh (2m. good to firm) fa December. Frcm -firmer Probably stays Zm4f 
Rachnra Owen: Far hunller fact so good over fences bu; has hai arfy 5 attempts. 
dXb txd handcap. stiffen task on this reappearance e/en on hunfies form 
VERDICT: A snong pace locks assured and ttes may prove a m^or assistance to 
NOSAM and The Outback Way. Their case s further strengthened by tfte fact that 
both have been fa fine form, whereas such as Colonel In Chtaf (every chance at lu 
best) and. to a lesser extern. Forests! have to bounce back from ds ap po n t i ng ef- 
forts Five of the to rvmere are set to race from our cl the handcap proper. 


FORM GUIDE 

Brother Of firfs: Trotted up from Zaitoan over enura and (Sstance «td meets this 
aval a stone wares Previously held Cherokee ChW et Huntingdon. Afest-rapRwfog 
gektng who must take al the befatng desptt carrying fop weigh t 
Hester Wood: Rattled off hat-trick but then faS at the first at Nnc&stts-PiAd up fa. 
Wetherbyraoe won by Carley Lad hot time (retumsd. wihlurQ.nfM»on) 

Cartey Lad: Wetherby winner but a faler two out next tme (gagted) Qd oothrig in 
a tongue strap behind Bobby Grant af Newcastle last time. Best with a true test in 
mud 


Zaitoon: Hai looked unganune al times and probabiywante fast groutd 10 produce 
his best. No rrutiCh for easy wrawr Brother Of Ms over^ C&DlasTtrne pot gate a stone 
ptft for the 7-length besting 

Reaganesque: Dual tast-gromd ferttesrimar at Warwick but nrtttomuch promise 
shown over fences. (5lh to No fideftrig at leunton test time) May ffacf 3m too ter 
Blows Wind: Always stniggfeg after first-fence rrtistata at Ludfow on chasing debut. 
Hurdfaswraier at Wor ce ster (fast yawdl and Bnaly to do better 
Treasure Again: Smart staying hurcfler but not a ffoent Jumper oi fences (pifted up 
bahnd Jefferies al Taunton last time) Wfente the mud and could be on downgade 
SIBare Staficen Usualy comes from befand and opened chase score at Sedgefield 
(3maf) VTOn again with ease at Kelso a week ago (bestlbugh Test) when lib out 
ol the handicap. Ruw off 4* tower made despite the penalty so every chance 
Freebie Fontaine: Ludfow hurtles winner on tasbsh ground and had antfar surface 
when crecSteUe 4lh to King Ot Sparta at Wtocaragn on chase debut "fesifag ground 
against him at Fbntwel last time (distant 3rd to'Knght Tfemptar) Remains on good 
mark 

Seabrook Led: Maiden rimfle wiraw two years ago and wants ties longer trip judged 
on Ns latest 2nd to Cfod Hopper U Ludlow (fe>4f) - 

Thomtoun House: 3-length 2nd of 4 to Chunvny^ Saga at Ayr (2m4t heavy) last' 
time and SflBiy to find soma of these too good 

Lough Lain Spirit Not cfegraced of late fa novices won by odds-on tfwts Ask Antony 

and Tralda Has rinped as though capable of wfanfag a Rtie race 

TWrty Mow: Market tawi handcap winner (Bb higher mark today as he runs from 

cut ol handcap proper) but ran body fa a norios there afterwards irace wan by Crode- 
ramohi) 

The OBier Man: Has lootod stow (3rd to Monicasman last time) and makes no ap- 
peal from so far out of the handesp 

VERDICT. The Tofaeariiajtctaesed his rivals off a big woghin this race last year 
and BROTHER OF IRIS codd be a simBar type after the latest smooth course wn 
Iran Zaitaon. There s a Mona cfifference between them today so it wfl be faterast- ' 
fagto sw >f M»ry Rewtey* charge can ncraasa hte superiority on tha corse terms. 
Sinara Stalker is an the top of his form and shodd be fa at the firash. wfafo m drv- 

ifm mit rtf ttifti rwinH iaW9 niH r roetlno f" — ■ *— 1 — — * ^ 


CUSWORTH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 
3m 110yds Penalty Value £3,331 


1 50-221 GOOOTflAE GEORGE (30) (kbs I4J Bow) Unj?snian Eft 4 JlRtzgenhJ 

2 1-0321 SUPRS4E DAY (IQ (Dl iGc^a Ud) D Nrhoscn 6 n 4 A Maguire 

3 2341 TAWAFBI (USA) (55) (AJWrtBTOn) JMadae611 4 .^Hrabaad 

4 F-filP TRUE MISSION (31) (D)(S Landed] HCWy 8 11 4 JTinad 

5 3lFn/ ANDYS BffTTHDAY (E84) (0) (J fenten & Sorai Mss S tttoi 8 B 12 ,_Mr N FahBy (7) 

6 1-6 BRAVE KMG [3g (M Bafchetar $ D Bacnefcrl G IfcCori fl 10 12 W Marxian 

7 465-3 CALDAMUS (18) IP R VterwtiJ Hs M Jones 7 to C A Dobbin 

8 UIAJ-P CASTLE STBYd (34) (D) (M b Nob^) C Grant 8 D P J5c*plt 

8 P-52F3 JUSTUCE ALOfC (22) (HF) poppa PadrwTOipl 0 facrtfccn 6 1) 12 R Johnson 

t) MOFP V ALE HO PPER (42) (pon^acr Ftaong) J Norton 5 B g - DBymt 

H 5TO0 W01BTHEPR05LBA (82) (A Ramgan) Mrs M Rndey 7 D 12 MrTCameitord(7) 

6 50-5 BROWN SEAL (3Q (Mrs P Corbelt) Mrc M .knes 7 f) 7 . JlBcftnl Bramro 

G FIWW LADY STSL (34) (Q) (Mss 5 Baxter] Mss S Bafasr V V 7 MbsSSharntf 

- 13 ttectered - 

BETnNG: 154 Gowflfaw George, 114 Supreme Day, 9-2 Tfamfak. 6-1 Tha Iflssioii, 8-1 Justuce 

Atone, Brew King, 14-1 Ctfdmia. 20-1 others 

®98 Unakaite Boxer 9 fi JO A P McCoy 6-4 fcw (M Pfoo] 22 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Goodtbne George: Strong Gate gakfeg on the upgrade. »ton very easiy at Strat- 
ford (2m6ft from Percy Parkeeper and todays longer trip should be no problem. Ffa- 

ished 9 lengths ctear d 'fewatek when 2nd to Mmosa at Cheftenharn (2m5f) ii October 

Supreme Day: Slays wel and fee 2nd to Ybung Thruster ai Huntfagdon before wwv 
nmg a weak race at Fakenham Stronger raoa today but can do even better 
Tbwafefc: Successful on Ihg Frit and a 12-tangtn wraer from Tkopia over sardar bio 
alWsthertay. Suffer task here 

T rue M iafaoo: Stayed fate trp wefl when wrnfag weak race at Wtycester and looks 
deafaed to tfaaair^ after fre subsequent handicap defeat at Haydock 
Andy*a Birthday: Winning porter and Best watched after a lengthy lay-off 
Brave King: Looted a horse » folow after beating a big bumper field at towcester 
and pitted fa decern bumper won by Pionfeem Profte at Chepstow on raaxear- 
anca FWtw today and the type to do wel in stayfog hurtles 
Catdamus: Best bumper run resited In 5th to Rtofc King at Chepstow and now over 
rrndi longer trip folowing hurdfas-debut 3rd to Homme do F&- at Forttwefl (ati2l) 
Cattle Stephen: Whnfag pointer txn hard to fancy after piAro up fa Donneg^eb 
raca at Sedgefield (3m3l) on reappearance 

Justuce Atom: Has made tfte frame over this fop behind Hotoom Hi at Ascot and 

Splngfeto Scaly a Maker Rasen. A bit Sow and steblemate Supreme Day prefered 

Veto Hopper Moderate patormer and rank outsider hare after nAno m fa Bath 
House BoyU race at Uttnatv last tens * ^ 

Wctetheprobimt: Hot s^ven a herd time on farttas debut (8th to Sr Bob at New- 
taatte) after Bumper promise, and Bely to do better, though possibly may fed some 
of these too good 

Brawn Seat H» shown prambe in bumpers but w« held on intm oabui In Par- 
fact Feflowfi race a Stratford 

Lady Steel: Wfanfag pofater but hard lo fancy nn hudlaa form and toote outetessed 

fa this league 

VERDICT TWs is very Empetitiw wlh three bawnMut scores, Goodthne George, 
Supreme Day and Twratek conceding weight to Graham McCourfs hudtes new- 
comer BRAVE KSNG, who irede hs reappearance to a hot burner fa Chepstow. Brave 
rang looked sman las season aid Otis could be the day to get a decent price about 
him now that he jumps and la ghwi a stamna test 


tog out of the ground will aid Ftrmfine Fontaine. 


1420] WEATHEflBYS “STARS OF TOMORROW OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (H) £1,750 added 2m 110yds Penalty Vah» £1,767 

1 1 SACCAHAT (45) (CO) rLnrlv LkwJ Wfttxfa J FWWnH c ti ra ’ 


1 ' 1 — —iiy *aiucx.r,/or 

t BACCAHAT (49) (CD) (Lady Ucyj WettM) j FfcGoraid 5 ft fi LWwir 

1 BMTTONBIU. (339 (DJIStarfcyW Oarie) JltadtieSTie 

CLAYLOflO (R W Barrelt] P WWte 5 ft 5 n 7fT ° 

26 GAUDS! RftRTY U (FH) (071 (Dante VterM PVWf » « 'i HeWWy 


ULAIUIHU (H WBamott) P WWIW5 ft 5 

26 ^ ma< WRTYU{FH) P 7 ’ <0«fcV>«MPWttera iTs ~-r a JSS 

0 JSTCLASSmES(J«SOtionaryCoJ MsjHman51t 5 

7 W^CASTHlAW(RachflhaderajSStawood5f7 5. * T o£2m 

8 03 PLBJTYCOURAIS fSI) (F Skxey) F Sterey 5 ft 5 _1;: 

9 020 MOKMG GIM (28) (Mrs □ SnoKlai^ W Jerks 0 n 5 V *?* 

tl OP. SOMEGOWOT(2tS5)(Sft*wnJlteHKi*f4bt15 , T **“ 

ft 1 EMTORHE (13) (D) (Ti(pie g DA R acng Syrxtofe) D Bster 4 n"? 

* lOrtfefo Pim P 

G PASSO®flMH£ £ Ctoton) H Daly 5 Tt (k,. MS ate»(7) 

W SCHOOL DANCE (J C OwarO J J QurB Tl 0 ' 

® M Chwanan AV7 

« l tSna ** El SW> T Eaaatiy 4 « 7.Z. 

* 4 TBHAZZO (23) (MsRAndaraon Greon) J FfaGerad 4 B7„ 

- 18 teetered- — i*iwran 

S96. Lord Of The Fles 5 ft 4 J Cufcty 8-1 (Mk M KrtgW) fl mn 
7fc P0f»ity V lSi^ g f^ l: ^2, nOf toy ft- Open to improwtmerrt but 

to Native Affair at " ltedet “ : ** *** a TJengg, 

Smoking Gun: Modmn. i™, . . 


I 345 1 SANDALL BEAT NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5^00 added 3m Penalty \falue £4,846 * 


1 t4*2n BROTHER OF R8 (48) (CO) (W H G Systm^ Mrs M FteKtey B ft Q . . _PKlwai 

s «mH> MASTER WOOD (32) (BF) (R Robeson) C Grant eti a CMctonte*£n 

8 P«F4 CARLEY LAD (t3)(D)(N Mason) N Iteann ti 114 

4 1D2212 ZAfTOON (49) (D) (CtelUihaiit Rtefag Ltd) D fkiulson 8 11 3.. . . ft Johnson 

5 9M35 REAGAItESOUE(USA) (31)(C) (Mre JSpelrrani PUjfpfty7ft 2. R Famw 

8 OiraPO BU3VWWlNO{21)(BTSIteBrtdo«i)QShenmQd8tia JAMeCwJw 

7 3-4P4P TREASURE AGAIN (Bfa (p) (JHGwyriw) ttsMJmes 4 V 9.. _ AOobbfa 

8 PF2W StiiABSSTALKHI (7)(Q (S4Brs£r^naatig)MB5g Wfanson n ns(7ed, Q Lee 

9 4043 FRSWE FONTAINE ^S2) firvkig £bud) NHandescn 7 D 8 MARzank! 

fl 34^LC SEA0DOK LAD (50) (Seabnxik ftirfaOE) C Mnfexk 8 fl 7 . w Unton 

It OP2P5B THQRNTOUN HOUSE (27) (WMJdretaidJGoUefllOO DPMar 

fl /PP-34 LOW3HmNSSW(30)(0}(M*U.WT^ RThortfen 

fl 2-PCO Tt^BaOWfta9)fGBRaona|MOBpnnnCDO WWortfttogton 

14 F5-40J3 TNE0THB1HANpfl (StcrebndgsRadng) UssLSiddalB no ftlfowefl 

~14dedsrad- 

If Brian 9sf 3fe Tfe Ofer Man 8sr 1 2b 

BETTING: 5-2 Bremer Of Iris, 11-4 Safari Statinr, 8-1 Zatieon, B-t Freellne Fontaine, ig a Carley 

Led, it-t Se abroo k lad, Thorrtoun Horae, Mexter Wood. 14-1 Bfoen Wnd, 10-1 others 
flea: Tfe tosmeh 7 12 0 A Dotitiki 7-2 1| lev (J FtegfaMe) fl ran 


^ 8n ° tJ9h ®*“ ru« « length ^ to 
B*ome: raB0 12 months ago 

wctofariM Newcastle and owratarTM hat-— [m ri ^ I ^^ ISBn<aDl *gikWaflha ek Ed 


I . . Trr 

aonool Dance: Newcomer mare by rtom n^r 

Barney Knew m Tfe Wfags new2r^T^ 

wJ h 2nd to the umU lTSitoMiSjS^^^!l manL ***> 

^ on ^ 


to Mr Lamb at Mu3sefturoh, Sue to hwrowfS^Ir 00 wefl tthen H-terK^uS 
“W aamey Km^d) ^ andi no^ eurpn* tt h« . 


wtih toney no 

aaaaT^^-^aB" 1 ^' — 


Barton 8»1 


nwerctayto^j. 





,HEl *D El . 




Kumble puts 
Pakistan in 
hard position 


‘ady to 


ANIL KUMBLE took six wickets 
to make Pakistan struggle as 
; hey were dismissed for 238 on 
i>he opening day of the historic 
first Ifcst against India here yes- 
terday. 

The former Northampton- 
shire leg-spinner, who finished 
with 6 Tor 70, and the seamer 
Javagal Srinath, with 3 for 63, 
made full use of the hard, boun- 
cy pitch. 

India responded in positive 
fashion when they began their 
first innings, hitting 48 without 
loss off eight Pakistan overs be- 
fore the close. 

The match, the first Test 
between the neighbouring 
countries for more than a 
decade, was held under tight se- 
curity with 3.000 armed police 
and 000 paramilitary troopers 


CRICKET 


By scjresh seshadri 
in Madras 


Pakistan 238 
India 48-0 


deployed in and around the M 
A Chidambaram stadium. 

Pakistan, who won the toss 
and decided to bat, were re- 
duced to 9i for 5 at one stage 
before a watchful 53 from 
Yousuf Youhana began a re- 
covery. He and Moin Khan put 
on 63 runs for the sixth wicket 
and then Moin. who top-scored 
with 60, added a further 60 
with Wasizn Akram for the sev- 
enth wicket to give some re- 
spectability to the score. 

Yousuf hit six boundaries 


eReh ae « South Africa 

tall Mpitsang 


** V 


'=. : ivv 





FOLLOWING THEIR dramatic 
55-run victory over Wfest Indies 
in their one-day international on 
Wednesday. South Africa stuck 
to the tried and trusted yes- 
terday when naming their 
squad to tour New Zealand in 
February and March. 

The only departure from 
the status quo was the inclu- 
sion of the East bowler Victor 
Mpitsang. The 18-year-old 
-*aduate of the United Crick- 
dfTJoard of South Africa's de- 
velopment programme will 
travel with the squad to “broad- 
en his cricket experience and 
give him the benefit of touring 
with the national team", ac- 
cording to the UCB president 
Ray White. 

South Africa’s win on 
Wednesday gave the home side 
a 2-1 lead in the seven-match se- 
ries but opener Darytl Cullinan 
made the headlines, becoming 
only the second player in the his- 
tory of limited overs interna- 



tionals to be given out “handled 
the ball". 

Sttitfi Mica wan ion 

SOUTH AFRICA 

O J Cuifinon handled the ball 46 

h H GtbtH c M* Lean o Hoopff 29 

L Wuwnet C laia t> Hooper .04 

J H Kalhs b Hooper 24 

■VJ j Ci wife c hing b Ambrose ... SB 

J N Rhode c Murray b Arrhurron II 

D M Bentaraein t Jacob b Airtmae ....10 
iM V Boucnei c Jacobs b Hooper 

A J Hall norout 

p L Symtcw run our (Jacobs) . .. 

Extras (Bib 3nt> 7wl 

Total (for 9. 5D arm) _ 

DM not bat: S Ehvorrtiy 
Fall: 1-49. 2-1 19. 1-156. 4-1B3 5-J2I, 6- 
251. 7-252. 8-261. 9-274. 

BoMDaa: Ambrose 10 1 -3 1-2: King 7-0-40- 
0 (Inti). Hooper 10-0-52-4 |lw). Aahurton 
10-0-43- j (3nb. Iw). McGairell 5-0-41-0. 
McLean 8-0-59-0 

WEST INM8S 

5 Ounderpaul c Man n Khrsener 52 

J R Murray run out (Kkeener) 24 

"B C Ufa c Souther b Oorje 32 

C L Hooper c Bouener b Kail* .1 

K L T Arthur! on c Cronle b KoHo 13 

K F Semple c Kants b Cronje 22 

1R D Jacobs c Boucher b Ounje 0 

NAM McLean c Boucher b tools. 4 

N C McGarreH c Rhodes b Flworttiy 19 

CEL Ambrose run out | Glebs) 9 

RD King not out 7 

Extra* (nb-10. inr-1 1. K>-!4. b-1) 16 

fatal (43.1 oners) 219 


Bowling: EhMrttty 7. 1 -1 -45- 1 : HaU 7-0-38- 
O. Symcctt 3-0-21-0: Klusener 6-0-31-1: 
Kalfc 10-2-24-3: Cronfe 10-1 -45-3. 

Fit l -SO, 2-05. 3-10174-125.5-164. 6-170. 
7-177. B-17B. 9-194. 10-219 
Umpire*.- D Orchard. W Dledrldis. 

Man of the match: Crunje. 

Resale 5A vain ty 55 runs and lead senes 2-1 . 

Tour squad. Digest, page 29 


and a towering straight six off 
Kumble before he was trapped 
leg before by the spin of Sachin 
Tendulkar. Srinath began the 
lop-order collapse when he had 
Shahid Afridi caught at first slip 
by Saurav Ganguly efiving to his 
lea 

Saeed Anwar, who had 
looked in good form, striking 
four boundaries in his 24, was 
the njext to go. trapped leg be- 
fore as he shouldered arms to 
a ball from Srinath that cut 
back. Kumble caught Inza- 
mam-ul-Haq off his own bowl- 
ing in his first over as the 
batsman tried to turn a full toss 
but got a leading edge, and then 
trapped Ijaz Ahmad as he 
padded up to a ball that 
straightened. 

Srinath struck again imme- 
diately after lunch when bowled 
Salim Malik with a ball that cut 
back sharply and Yousuf fell 
shortly before tea. Kumble 
dominated (he final session, 
wrapping up the Pakistan in- 
nings by taking the final four 
wickets. It was his 12th five- 
wicket haul in Tests. 

The Indian opener Sada- 
gopan Ramesh, making his 
Test debut, thrilled his home 
crowd with an unbeaten 30 
that included five boundaries, 
four of them offWasim Akram. 
His fellow opener Vangipu- 
rappu Laxman helped himself 
to two fours in one Waqar Ybu- 
nis oven 


Fir u day Pakhran wen ran 
PAKISTAN - FVu Inning* 

Soerd Anwar few b ScuuUi 24 

Shahid Afridi c Ganguly b Srkuth 1 1 

l)az Ahmad Ibwto Kuirfctc 13 

Inzamam-ul-Haq c and b Kumble . ... ._..I0 
Ifausaf Vbuluna ibw t> Tendulkar ..... . 53 

SaKrn Main* b Srinath B 

I Moin Khan c Ganguly b KumCvc 60 

'Waiim Akram c Laimxi b Kumble .... 38 
Saqtaln Mushtaq few b Kimble . .2 

Madron hiun c Dravkf b Kumble- 8 

Waqar founts not out _ 0 

Elbe |lt)5, nb6) . . : 1 

Tool 238 

faB: 1-32. 2-41. 3-61. 4-66. 5-91. 6-154. 
7-214.8-227. 9-237. 10-238 
n in6y Srinath 15-3-63-3 (nb6); Venkacesh 
Prasad 16-1-54-0: Kumble 24.5-7-70-6; 
JosN 21-7-36-0: Tendulkar 341-10-1 
INDIA - First haring* 

S Ramesh nor out . 30 

V V S Laxrrwn ncx out „ . 18 

-total (for 0)- ...... .43 

to tec R5 Drawl 5 R TenduRar. 'M Azharud- 
dm. S C Ganguly IN R Mowta. A Kunbie. J 
Srinath, Venluresh Prasad. S B JoshL 
BMke Hteim Akram 4. 1 -2 l-O. IAOqv Wxi- 
■W 34W3-0. Mushtaq Ahmed 1 -0-4-0. 



India’s Anil Kimble celebrates one of his six wickets yesterday 


Reuters 


Cork ‘victim of dirty tricks’ 


DOMINIC CORK claims a Der- 
byshire insider is orchestrating 
a dirty tricks campaign against 
him. 

His comment resulted from 
a report in a national newspa- 
per yesterday in which it was al- 
leged Cork had been reported 
to Lord’s for abusing Trevor 
Bowring, the Derbyshire com- 
mittee man who yesterday be- 
came the new chairm an of the 
troubled county. 

Cork said Derbyshire had 
confirmed that he had not been 
reported to Lord’s. “There now 


seems to be a dirty tricks cam- 
paign against me from some- 
where within the dub," he said 
“This has resulted in callers 
phoning a local radio phone-in 
criticising me under false 
names. I have dearly indicated 
that this whole affair is about 
the authority the dub chair- 
man, at a press conference, 
gave me when I took over the 
role as cap tain This authority 
has been subsequently both 
taken away and undermined 
“If this artide is unsubstan- 
tiated twill be asking Derbyshire 


to investigate internally and will 
be taking legal advice." 

In the story it was alleged 
that an inddent occurred when 
Cork confronted Bowring after 
the businessman had spoken 
about the dub's internal prob- 
lems on a local radio phone-in. 
The newspaper said the Eng- 
land paceman was accused of 
publicly swearing and calling 
Bowring “a liar". 

Cork has been in the head- 
lines since Christmas because 
of a power struggle at the dub 
and has threatened to leave. 


SPORT/27 

Vaughan leads 
the resistance 


MICHAEL VAUGHAN played a 
captain's innings for England A. 
leading a rearguard action 
against the President’s XI at 
Kwekwe yesterday; but there is 
still much to do if the tourists 
are to avoid defeat 

The President’s XI captain, 
Andy Flower, had pushed bis 
score to an unbeaten 194, giv- 
ing his team a total of 493 and 
leaving England to score 226 to 
avoid an innings defeat 

The Zimbabweans came out 
in positive mood but Vaughan, 
abetted by Kent’s Robert Key 
and Mai Loye, defied the 
bowlers before Key was given 
out Ibw for 25 to Dan Peacock. 

Vaughan, who scored 69 and 
Lqye. unbeaten on 15. demon- 
strated the importance of stay- 
ing in, although the 
Northamptonshire man did 
seize on an opportunity to drive 
Peacock bade over his head for 
six. At the dose of play, with a 
minimum of 97 overs due to be 
bowled on the final day, the 
defidt had been reduced to ill. 

That equation, however 
could prove to be of no more than 
academic interest as storm 
clouds gathered overhead while 
the players left the field. 

“We were delighted only to 
lose the one wicket and to- 
morrow we have to start again 
and look to bat the whole day," 


By Mark Hargreaves 
in Kwekwe 

England A 267 & 115 for 1 
President’s XI 493 

Vaughan said afterwards. “It’s 
a good pitch and a fiat wicket 
just taking a bit of spin, and if 
we concentrate, I'm very con- 
fident we can do iL 

“I don't want to be an Eng- 
land A captain who loses a 
match - there aren’t many of 
those around, so I'm going to 
fight and so are the rest of the 
lads." 

Thud day; England A won ion 
ENGLAND A - First Innings 267 (MG 
N Windows 69. A Flintoff 61). 

PRESIDENTS » - First Innings 

f Overnight ■ 382-5) 

A Flower not our „...194 

D J fcacock c 6 b Ccsker 3 

C T Gun c Flmroff b Cosher 5 

A J MacKey c Read b Swann 44 

M Mboflgwa Ibw b Lewry 4 

BWS Psworayi b Lewry 0 

Extras (ibl7 <u3 nb$l 29 

fatal ( 1 A 8 overs) 

Rail: 7-6 2-86 3-27 7 4-351 5-368 6-384 
7-404 8-463 9-491. 

Bowflng: Lewry 12 3 45 3: Hormfeon 24 
7 71 Frostier 39 4 1 35 3. Swann 37 3 
1161; Thomas 25 4 73 2: Flimoff 7 017 
0; Windows 2 0 7 0; Vaughan 20120. 

ENGLAND A - Second Innings 

R W T Key Ibw b Peacock 75 

M P tfaugtwn no: our 69 

M B Loye not out 15 

Extras (lb I nt>5) 6 

total (for 1. 59 overs) 115 

Rail: 1-75 

to Bat: MGN Windows. A Flinrcjl, G P 
Sivann, CMIAI Read. 5 D Thomas. D A 
Cosker. J D Lewry, S I Harrmscn. 
Bowling: Mac Kay 6 2 13 0. Pswaray. 10 
2 33 0: Mbangwa 1 2 5 1 3 0. G VJ Flower 
5 0 9 0: Peacock 15 3 34 1; Vilioen E 6 
4 0. Goodwin 3 18 0. 

Umpires: K honjee and M Esat 


Carberry strives 
in lone struggle 

England Under-19 XI 137 x. 

Central Disbicts s 

Emerging Players XI 137-7 j Maunders few b Buie 1 1 

I D Bell t Anderson b Hefford .2 

M Carberry st Slgley b Anderson 62 

THE SURREY batsman Michael « 

Carberry scored 82 as the Eng- m j symmgton c Fuiton i'aiaie"!'.’.;!!!!"# 
land Under-19 side struggled!*) z! 

137 all out in their first innings 

against the Central Districts & * r « JM. ,b '- *»*■ nbi 2 » i6 

— . _. . , tofa,l |» amm) .111 

Emerging Players side in t^je mb, 2 - 20 . 3 - 39 . 4 - 51 . 5 - 74 . 6 - 93 . 
Palmerston North. Wellington. 7 93 8 - 100 . 9-1 31 

ry.» ' . Bowfc*: Hefford 14-4-41-2; BLAe 14-3- 

yesterday. The next highest 52 - 5 : wesr 6 - 3 - 12 - 0 : Mbiker 7 - 2 - 25 - 2 : 
score in the innings was 11 as ’-o- 4 -' 

the tourists began the three-day 
match, their second of the New £ 

Zealand tour. Central Districts E Aust,n c Tucker a Symington 17 

fared marginally better and, at d bwiviey ..'..'.'.17 

the dose of play, had equalled £ Z;:;::!? 

the England score for the loss SS e ?' w,: . 0Ut - - MI™"! - ig 

ot seven wickets. entr» tu*. 1 * 2*1 2 s 

The t . tofc 1 - I 1 h ^-8.’ T2 V 57 ’ ” 

mance of the day came from the to b* d Anderson, s Hefford. 

Tsssnxt : ssjssviss 

Blake, who took 5 for 52. BrUge 12-fc-324): Dawson 5-5-13-2. 


I 

. 1 
.-'I I 




FOLKESTONE 

HYPERION 

1.15 Or Jazz 1.5Q Fanfaron 2-25 Perfect 
. Fellow 3.00 Turrill House 3.35 S ha nag ore 
> jjterrior 4.10 Lightning Strikes 

GOING: heavy (Chases - SoH in places) 

■ ftgftt-fcand, uKkiamg hum with a rurvoi ot one turtoog 

■ Course is 6m W of town o ft A2Q Westenhanger station {ser- 
vice horn London. Charing Cross} aefoins coursa ADMISSION; 
Club & Tatteraals CD: Picnic park C4 par car plus £» per occu- 
pant Accomparaed under- 16s frea CAfl PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: J GHTord 13-67 {104%} O Grissed 71-66 
(i67%), N Henderson 10-28 05.7%). M Pipe Ml (T9A%y 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: N WBBamson Tl-52 (212%}. M A Ftt*ger- 
ald 71-55 (2tr»L P Hide 9-60 (S%). R Dumfoody 8 -m (782%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 105-254 (413%) 

BUNKERED HRST TIME: Nona 


FORM VERDICT 

Aknost certarty a mSdi betwwi the New Zealander Dr Jezz, 
who is a vrtual urfuiown quantily. and LEGENDARY LOVER. 
It seems adutsabte to go wrth the recognisable credentsb 
of the lanar, who shaped fcte a sure future winner at Kemp- 
ton. 


-« cn| PADDLES WORTH NOVICE CHASE 
."**^1 (CLASS D) £5,250 added 2m 51 


FORM VERDICT 

PERFECT FELLOW dd wafl to beat a horse wrth talr form 
on f«s seasonal and hurofrjg debut after wtich Ns traner 
said that she eupects tarn to improve to the run in that case 
he wl be hard io beat though Bekw The Sail b respect- 
ed agafesJ him after arming an knproved race last line 


o oc NEWINGTON PEENE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 added 3m 2f 


1 21-C3 FANFARON (FH) ( 8 ) (Bf) C Egeran 6 tit) JOtbornt 

2 342F3 MAJST)C ST0R1I (29) T VfcGoron 6 h 4 .JUagee 

3 -F33IP NATIVE PLAYB1 (15) (BF) R Rowe 7 T1 4 Bfcslen 

4 -63312 fflPARAfS (USA) f?S) PflMtabterB 11 4 -NWOnon 

5 30045- SUPER SAFFRON ( 2 K)B Smart 9 tl 13 CUfMSyn 

BETTWG: 4-6 Fenfartn, 3-1 Native Ptoyw. 7-a R^wfeA 20-1 Ua(estic Stone, 
2S-1 Super Saffron 

FORM VERDICT 

FANFARON looks much the Widest winner, even aJbwng 
tor his bang below his best last ttna Condtjons here ought 
not be a problem tor hint wneraas there e a sryvffcam sta- 
n*B dai)t about mar rival Native Player. 


3.00 


npTcj GIBBONS BROOK NOVICE HURDLE 
J (CLASS E) £2^00 added 2m If 110yds 


2.25 


1 F-521F DR JA2Z (NZ) (18S) M Ppe 7 11 V A P McCoy 

2 34«? tNOJNAT10Nn4)(CDBF)UrsLJ«wel5ll5_TPMplai(7) 

3 4 LEGEND AHY LDVEH p6) J JeriwtS 5 11 4 JOrtome 

4 SAW BOYLO«OfRfflafI4)JlongB714 DGaSagfw 

5 CH PALACEGATE GOLD (FZ3) J Long t) n 4 Leesi Long 

6 M5 SR VALENTINE (BO) fl ftoao 5 71 4 .BFrwton 

-Sdactead- 

BETITNG: W Legendary Lovoc 2-1 ft Jazz, 7-1 Sir VNentina, 8-1 Inc*- 
nation, 14-1 Rabcegate GoU, 16-1 tfoytough Rebel 


STELUNG MINNIS NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2,900 added 2m 6f 11 0yds 

1 ®-1 PERFECT FELLOW (3(b(D)1feB0>bre 5 h C — APMcCoy 

3 5M61 SAMTJOE(28)OSheranod6HG J Osborne 

3 OMFS BaDWTTC SALT (18) J CXrtap 6 11 6 — _ JW H Dunlop (7) 
4. S4f54 FOXRSS (NZ) ( 18 ) Lfcs S EdUBEts 7 11 8 LAspef 

5 Ua-38 GREYIONC5Bt1Ro«e0116 fl Person 

6 5-32 POLYPHONY (USA) (25) P Khan 5 71 R M BitoteJor (5) 

7 OOCfiP THE NS) p) AKoawoy 8 n B A Bee* (3) B 

-7tfeAred- 

BErUNG: 16-11 Perfect Fellow, 9-2 Satrt Joe, 1 1-2 Polyphony, 9-1 Bitow 
The San. 10-1 Fob flftige. 16-1 Qeyton, 25-1 Tbe Ned 


SIX MILE BOTTOM HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2,900 added 2m If 110yds 

1 -ran FAUfOLfTH BAY (14) (CO) E L James tit? 0..J R Kawne^i 

2 41-414 CAHACOL(IS)tCO) JNevtiaDhB APUcCoy 

3 D3C01 SHCOFKp3)(ta))SOoer8in JOsbcrne 

4 34-055 FOREIGN RULE (74) (CD) J Ja*re 5 D 6 fl Fenton 

5 ^348 TURRUXHOUSE (F21) (D) WLkann 7 C8 — NWHanson 

6 P2P-03 AUGUST TWHJTH (46) (CD) D OBnen Tl CO JiBAJator (5) 

7 1P0C62 SUMMemONER (A3HB) Mss Z Oareon 9 lOOfl GsBagtwr 

-7declered- 

Urvrxjmw&gt* 70sf True fanlcqp mgte: Aigua heM 8a }2Ei,Sm- 
mer fimer Sd lb. 

BETTING: MShoolk. 7-2 FahnoMh Bay. W CaiacoL 5-7 August Twetitb. 
6-1 Foreign Ruto, 10-1 Uwffl House. 20-1 Srerener FHmv 

FORM VERDICT 

Quite an open affair In which Shoofk e sure to attempt to 
repeat the traJbiaanQ tactics wtseft bore fruit ai Lngfloid. He 
is Rely to be hard © catch. Bin may have to give best to 
TURRILL HOUSE, who comes here at the lop of her game 
after scoring on the Ftar and is back on a wiring mark. 


1 F2W3- UYSTIC ISLE (278) (CD) N Gasefee 9 C 0 ... J R Kamnagh B 

2 PCT7U SHANAGORE1WtRRKM(t1)(D)SUetor7 7i4 CWBtob 

3 P3Z3F fflATANBDGandctio 71013 GBrattay 

4 3MPB H0iySTWG(1l)(D) J DeGtas 1DD4 Nr ACtateeJones 

-4 dectared- 

BETTING: 54 Selatsa, >1 Shanagore Wantot, 7-2 MysBc Isle. IM Holy 
Sting 

FORM VERDICT 

Shanagore Warrior Is a better proven stayer Than Setatan 
and makes most appeal of those with recant form, but MYS- 
TIC ISLE cottid be better value He has every chance on he 
best town, and as a course- and -distance wmrver who can go 
wefl fresh, he coUU pop up today 




WEST WOOD STANDARD OPEN NH 
FLAT RACE (H) £1,750 2m If 110yds 

7 73 ITS0MyllEfi3)(BF) Mss VWBarrnS 17 IT N WSSamon 

% BUCKLEYSCHAMCEELJaresfln 4_ JRKavanagh 

3 UGHTMNG STRIKES 0 Shaneod 5 71 4 -J Osborne 

4 IUSTERD00NUssSEcfca&6Tl4 LAspe* 

5 TOREO(FH)Jttnlcp6 7l4 MrHDurtopp) 

6 U PUAB>T0NDHDHAtl^UssZItoisntit)0J»AM»(7) 

7 WEE SW1FTY D GanOdto 6 O O — SojrielBtchd 

B Rim FOR HANNAH KSuppb4BB G Supple (3) 

8 DOGOE SWORD B Smart < D 1 — . _CUe*eQyn 

-Sdedared- 

BETTING: 64 ttsoNyms, 2-1 UgBtntog Strtas, 7-a Tbreo, 16-1 Wee Bwtfly, 
20-1 Indgoo Sword. 25-1 taUsyfs Chance, munptooOfpfom, Run For 
Hanrab. 33-1 Wstor Soon 

FORM VERDICT 

ITSONLYME makes most appeal on paper, even allowing 
tor his being beaten at odds-on tost time 


SOUTHWELL 

' HYPERION 

12.40 Billy Box 1.10 Dating News 1.40 Gain 
Une 2.15 Thaayer 2.45 Marion Mere 3.20 
Erinvale 3.55 Golden Syrup 4.30 Chaluz (nb) 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: taside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: MkkSe m tow best tor 5L tow best for 7L 

■ Ptoresand a irtace; left-hand sharp, oval oouroa 

■ Cotrse Is 3m SE of town end Sro W of Newark. Rofleston Arc- 
tnn adfows course ADMISSION: CU> C12, T8trersafa £6 (CAP 
members of coutsce Diamond Ctob C4, accomparued gnder-«e 
tree) CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Johretion 42-2H (S9%i, J LEyn»41-2B8 
(M2%). S Bowring 40386 (KW%), R HoBnahead 37-381 (97%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Quern 4CMB3 (Bfl%). J Weaver 37-817 
(17.1%), L Chamock 33-362 (av*>L G Outfrid 31-234 (OB%\ 

■ FAVOURITES: 4»-T385 (34^%L 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: BDty Boa (12 A©. S co r ch ed Air 
frisored, I®), Ambitious (vteored. ZBl Atlanta (2.15). ChJnaWer 
(2.15); Slate Wind (3-2W. Hyperteo (wsored. 4XL 


12.40 


I RODE MY ONE WINNER HERE* 

AMATEURS tfCAP(G)(Divl}£2£001l1l4f 


1 /D-S COPreiSHBL|1fl(CP)»r5LJwrf5EB-JfrSSfciigBB5 

2 40008 A^lAfl (14) (CD) Ite S Lanyron B Tl 4 — Ur 3 Dobson (7) 3 

3 0000- BILUfBOXff8fllBa«hg7llO - Ur _ C ^! nBr) B 

4 COSOf BNG OF VgPN ( 044 ) J jCtorti 7 CO lbSSal—4 

3 0DMIIACH0NED1)(BF)SrMPrE*ca«1Dn ~ 

8 300M NOTATION (25) (CJODepman 5 »B J*»RO«tM 

7 COM4 XYL3I (USA) (14) J Peea* B O 6 Mrs L Plan* 7 

8 BOW D 0 UK£HW 0 (t 4 )(CP) JBethelTl « 0 ..AlrlllenBm(SB 

9 OMDQ UBflMNGBHIS-P'OPIMfSDg— UNsEJ«lotMP)l3 

* 4D»2SPOBrYSHCER4)JLHai*49tL_ ..--AtaSMW* 

, H <X1MOCOPPS7COO«E(11}«PdBtoe4 9l5JtireCW»™W2 
OOCQ5 HKjHSPEH) ( 14) P Fa®*: 7 8 O JlrJOtwtoyllH 

^ . - 13 dedared - 

***»»» neghtftjlflto Tniefendicapv^^ SportrSpc»«^C^ 

pwCbatoSGrfitoHfanswedwa&.ScheyffwASttoeySoafij 

tol NeHtoiv UghWe WaL H M Bm. Rhg OlVBn XRon. Spony 

Wtt.SM others 

FORM VERDICT 

ONy a handful at best make much appeal he m Ring Ot 

Jus sway times in MACH ONES to*«* 

3Bain6t a progressive horee here last tune and has a good 
stance cn that form 


S ‘1 RODE MY ONE WINNER HERE’ 
AMATEUR H’CAP (G) (DJv II) £2^00 Im4f 

1 641-44 IQCTA'S STAR pO) (CD) M Bnfflsi 6 C D..Jir W PHran (7) 10 

2 OUW GOLflBLADE(13)(CO)JF^ara«n 6 — JteLPearcee 
3 04C6I0 SAFBCRACXB1(U9TBc>t9anBil4-M'EBbbingBn{N7B 

4 -34361 EYEZK) RUFO (2) (CO) N Lmmcdar 7 71 2 (5m) 

MrO&sferpn V 

5 ZOOM VWCBrr(11)JLHanB41l1-... -Mr S Water (5)9 

6 43F43 ESSANDESS(11)JLEy«.4 00 JfesQJomsB 

7 00031- TNEOUT(42}(C)GMIfcore4S9 — kfrJCnmfey2 

8 50050 DAHWG NEWS PZ) 001«4e4 JVnZOaaa (7)3 

9 00500 TRANSMfOfT (14) 0 CwiM 7 C 2 UteDAOan(7)8 

O DOOM CAU.«YaJESrTOp)Hftoew*fle0JteCftocwip11 

11 000-3 UOCeST HOPE (14) (CO) Mrs 5 Laiynan B 9 12 

— Ifr I Mongrel p) 4 

0 00O4O-SCORCfe>AR(J9B)(D)tts5ianymanB912 

Ur S Dobson (7) 12 V 

BETTING: 3-1 Tima OUI, 4-1 EssandriS, 13-2 fStoTs Star; Vincent, 8-1 
Gotti Btada, Ewato ftotio, ID-1 Satacnckat. 14-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

There are negatives about every single rumer tor one rea- 
son or another here so punters should tread warty. A spec- 
ulative voce is given to CALL MY GUEST, who hasrfl shown 
any farm on the Bat tor a long 5 tow now tout who dd tun 
reefy wsl over ludss as recently as bat month. 

(t Aft! HIRAM B BIRDBATH ‘KING OF THE 
LLzrJ SAND’ H’CAP (F) (DJv 0 £3,000 1m 

1 OWJ1 SHW>SCOTCT(7fl(CO)DCasd6t)3P3«l_RFfcftar1(*R7 

2 3M36 UVE PROJECT (CD0HflQsggs79G JWhfworth5 

3 4SO- CWERFUL GROOM (193) (D) D Slav 89 9 JFanrtogW 

4 001-60 TAJTAHH) p) (D) G L Uocre 4 9 7 F Norton 8 

5 409M T1E0FMGHT(16){C) J LEyrebS? DYbung(7)2 

6 £HO$ FU^KeMrop)HsLSUte694.JUAiSB**»(7)11 
7 96084 PLEASURE TRICK (imcO) E Msa 5 9 3 - - KkaTtakferB 

8 0435-1 GAM LBE (USA) (iq (CO) KBM 091 _..TSpnta4 

9 92066 DETnarrcnr(14)Bflo0Mi*4 9O R Wtnston (3) 13 

V 00060- 5tUFT(44) UBnttahBSIf DMsmagh(5)10 

11 23022- KASSAUtAMAimfCDBqDOapianSBV — AQ*sne3 

6 000 TDREERO(lB)BCis%y4 8B J P Spencer (3) 13 

T3 4E80 NORTH AROAR (18) (CO) Ftawt*nan983 SDrtwnSl 

H 52804 AOnPO(M(qRHaBBhUl562. . PMaton(7)l4 

5 C60O5 HtGHWAY (14) D Sr*h 582 —JQuInnB 

t 08208 GOLISliyRICfll) JPErr»4 3 0 GSIRM12 

-IBdsCtofati- 

BETTMG: S-S Sharp Scotch, 114 Time Of NlgM, Forsd Robin, 7-1 Uvs 
Project ChncM Groom. Measure IHcto iO-i K» Aflwra, 12-1 otiwra 
FORM VERDICT 

A LunpotitivB tacking event which could go to GAIN UNE. 

He took wells tfesuface when scooling dearh an appren- 
tice handcap over C&D eerier in the month, is daerty open 
to further fiyroiremam under todays con atio ns and has a 
decent daw Tbp-weigW Sharp Scotch has » be respect- 
ed along with other course winners Kass AHiaare, Live 
Protect and Pleasure THeh. 


2.15 


ANNESLEY CLASSIFIED STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 6f 

1 00-16 LEOFT3C (3) (Q M Fto^ase 4 90 J>Doa^10 

2 C44-3 NKES DOUBLE (15) (□) MsK ttocaleybBD — R Price 3 V 

3 ,<M53 FRS3BBCK JAMES (70) H Haynes SB T7 RKn«n4 

4 03ED5 MOSEVO (4) (C) D9awS8 71 ACttihtnc7V 

9 002-34 OK JOHN (IS) J Afeetsisl 4 8 n SWMaortbl 

6 00066 PRMCSW. BOY (11) (C) Mss J Das 68 hJI Scrapie 0)2 

7 00635- THAAYER (34) K Bel 4 8 11 TSpnkeS 

6 AJ346 AMBm0llS(2^ JFan6hwe488 RCntonocSV 

9 44050- ATLANTA (38) G WooOaard 4 8 8 L Nawtoo 6 B 

1 > 20365 OMAIDEN(4)(C)(D)DNecto4Ba — RWInraonp)9B 

-lOctodwad- 

BETTWO: 3-1 Chtocktor, 4-1 Ok John, 6-1 Lite's Double, Kosovo, B-1 
Radericfc Janus, Thasyec, 10-1 LeoMc,AraMBous,2D-l othm 

FORM VERDICT 

Best n accortfeng to officra) hancScap marks is CHINAIDER. 
who has a current rating ot 60 and is on the mWmum weight 
today. She shotid have been sharpened 141 by her rui here 
on Monday and gets the vote over Thaayer and OK John. 


FORM VERDICT 

Although he is being kept busy. BARON DE PICHON goes 
from strength to strength and can repeat last week's Wolver- 
hampton success over Erirtvafs who is aba not bang 
eflowed 10 rest on Mrs latrefc. Tread Softly should be capa- 
ble of better than he showed on ha debut here and may do 
best of the remainder. 




2.45 


DANETHORPE MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £3,750 added 3YO 1m 

5- AS8ANA(277) TEessrtySO. RWrasflt 

3- G0008YE GOLD5TONE 86} TJNaugton 90 — F Norton 7 

HARTON RBIE T Eastorby 9 0 lCh*mock9 

6306- PS'S BRAVE (38) U Pctese 9 0 HUpphll 

00 - STANLEY gnonBD (125) □ Nehcfc 9 0 R Cochrane 2 

00- SUHAILflSS) PGBgcnSO JtttinnB 

0 SUPHaESAUnXTXM (22) TD Barren 90 OPwvl 

W30R0U5 STROLL PSMcEnw 90 — .TGUcLaugHn3 
WESTERN PYRAMID (USA) PSUtErCBB 90 PMcCabe4 

6- ANGEMARMEfisa fl &ny69 Hwragan (7)S 

M mown KHOUHD (1 6) D Maria 89 .SWtfaonfcW 

SETTING: IM Gootto)« Soidatona. 5-1 Martm Men, Angle Unfnito W 
P^s Bme, 7-1 Surtey Wl^Mti, 12-1 AaBam,Suprenie9etiteBci«,T*-l 
otfwn 

FORM VERDICT 

A race that Is Imposatte to assess with any confidence, with 
only hw of the nmn having any Ftoresand experience and 
most of the test hwkig had very Itttoorna racing. The local- 
ly-trained PIPS BRAVE gees the vote because he Is proven 
an the ram 


FACKLEY SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2,500 added 3YO 7f 

1 ro EWE»rrp4^ j&cacsetj — . jtmb7 

2 04-122 GOLDEN SYRUP (10) (Q (BF) P Hewing 6 13 lOJtmB 

3 M BROKE BOM) p0)TD Barren 9 12 0 Peers 3 

4 0000-5 FOURTH TBE UiCKV (25) BIAnay BE P McCabe 5 

5 Dt&55 HOT POTATO (14) CSrnti ST? JMcAutoy (7)4 

6 00836 EB PEARL (18) NBycofrS 7 SDroenelB 

7 35043 RB) VENUS Barry 67 _Pftsaey2 

-7dKt«red- 

BETTWB: 2-1 Ftedrious, 17-4 Gotoeri Syrup. 7-2 Ewenrry, 6-1 HotPote- 
to, 12-1 E B Peart, 14-1 Fourtii Trie Lucky, 2D-1 Broke Road 

FORM VERDICT 

TKg step up to 71 should suit RED VENUS, who has been 
necad purtng in her baa work h the dosing stages h 61 events 
on her last two starts. With a stamna doubt about Ewenny, 
Golden Syrup may be ha man rival although d would be 
no saprtse If Brake Road tores better dropped In dass today 


4.30 


3.20 


CARLTON-ON-TRENT HANDICAP 

(CLASS D) £5,500 added 3YO 7f 

B21 -1 DNMIB) era GL Moore 9 7 PDo«(5)3B 

«L53 POLLY IBLLS (20) (C) P Bare 9 3 CCtig»(7)SV 

206 TREAD SOFTUr (271 (BF) R Fahey 8 B -R Winston (3) 6 

22171 BARON K RCHON p) (D) N LOroden 8 6 (Sat) -J Quinn 7 

D2S3 BWVALE p) (BFj P HasBri B 1 L Chamock 4 

0000- LOOGHAMLEA (USA) (98) D Ncftfc 7 tJ F Norton 1 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

8 

7 00836 STATE WM} (q N Lttnofen 7 1) R Thomas (7J2B 

Mhtewn twlgfit ?e 10b. TnmtanaevwagttSmmdeai3b. 

-7(M9N- 

KniNG: 10-11 Bma Da PWroo, m DarataL 11-2 Eriiwah, 7-1 My 
MBs, 8-1 Tread SoCOy, 33-1 others 


‘HIRAM S. BIRDBATH KING OF THE 
SAND’ HANDICAP (F) (Dw II) £3^)00 1 m 

1 05000- 1 CRIED FOR YOU (101) J Own 4 1)0 RCnchmiSB 

2 44004 SWIFT (11) (D) M Pdg£se59 1? DMdte«m2 

3 /Q200- STBJ-WATfflS (IB0) K Bel4 9 71 T Sprite B 

4 0000-0 llllff (14)(C)TEasa5rty4 99 LChamockl 

5 05500- POETTD (129) Ms J team 4 9 8 S Drown* 78 

6 021-44 MC5>1Ap)<D) PS MC&HBB407 T G McLaogbln 11 

7 00803 MUTAHADETH (11) (CU) (BF) OSanSflfl — JteaSngYB 

8 (&50l IONOCHIP BOY (!1) (COf M Ryan 1583 (6e*J _ .P McCabe 4 

9 0034-1 CW4A8S78Y (4) (CD) M&tto#i5 93 (Bal.J) Maroegh (5) 5 
t) (S081 MimBARI(USA)(1to(C)l*sSLamyiic*i591. _JChtei3 

11 00005 CHALUZ (2$ (CSJ) KtekeSB to D 3v— no yS 

72 /gto-3 HYPBVCO P3) MraS When 58 71 S WMworth ID V 

to 00000- C0UN5B.(X6DChaprnan4 8B >Ct4han>13 

14 00000- ANONYM (42) (O (D) GM WteS7B5. -CLoMtiarB 

to 05560 MtKONEVSfRFEf4)(tX9MO^man963-SH^*to(7)'t2 
76 00040 SHARP HOMEY (16) (CD) Ms NlfecaJey4B2-Nft1cs 14 V 

-IBdecland- 

BETTWIG: 98 CNnabawy. Mutabari, 118 HngcMp Boy 13-2 SwB. 6-1 
Incapto, IOI tttiahstoetfo 14-11 Crte For ’fou.StawWere.rmTtiLPo- 
atto, Orate, Hypariee, 20-1 oihan 

FORM VERDICT 

Once ne has found las form hare early In the year, KING CHIP 
BOY Is usualy worth foftnmg and he can wai a dvsam ot 
tins event tar foe foird time n far yearn Even with fas penal- 
ty for his mi here last week (on which form he holds Swift 
and Awesome Venture), Mck Ryan's evergreen campakyv 
er can stf race Oft a mark 2b lower than when winning this 
event 12 mantis ago by 5 tongtha Humbert and Chahre may 
prow m most dangerous rtvafe. 


RACING RESULTS 


WINCANTON 

Going: Good to Soft 
1.40: (2m 4yn claiming hurtJa) 

A P McCoy 6-4 fov 


1. FAYEZ_ 
ZZtayaf. 


3. Allegiance . 


— M Keighley 8-1 
_D Matthews lfr-1 


Also tan: 3-1 Kpota. 5-1 Wnrarg Seim 
(4th). S-1 BaAykssanrt. 20-1 Netaieb Pet 
7 ran. m 71, tfct {Winner chestnut geU- 
mg by Interrex out of Fares! Nymph, traned 
by K McAukffe si Lamboum for A Ezen). 
Tote: £230; £130 £AStt DF: £1050 CSF: 
£1034. 

2 . 10 : ( 2 m at nance chase) 

1. ANDSUEPHI G Brodtey 8-2 

2. Hokfimckwe. 

3. Waynflete 


J Frost 100-30 

-M A Fftzgerald 8-1 


Also ran: TJ-8 fav Double Tempo (pulled 
up). 7-1 Albermarte (5th). 14-1 Royal 
Raven (ath). 33-1 Durnfoks Vtow (Bth). 

7 ran. 17. 8, 5, 1 ■/■. 2V;. (Winner bay geld- 
ing by Montelimar out of BtOer's Daugh- 
ter, framed by S Sherwood at East Dstey 
for Mrs J A Cohen) Tbte: E620; E31Q Cl70l 
DF: CUBQ CSF: £1Sfl9 

2.40: (2m handicap hundto) 

1. KINO'S CROSS Mr R Forrtstal 13-2 

2. KrabioonSt J Goldstein 3-1 far 

aifarigtiano ASSmtti7-Z 

Also ran: 7-2 Neat Feat (4th). 0-2 Duke’s 
Mart (8th). 6-1 Petite Risk. 25-1 Psvsrt 
Pendragon (3th). 

7 ran. L 2 «. 8, 'h. (Winner bey gelding 
by FteHdno our of Coral Dofight. trained by 
A J Wilson at Cheltenham tar N V Harvey) 
Tbte: £020; £310 £220 DF: £1100. CSF: 
£2572. 

3.10: (3m if hOyds handcap chase) 

1. DOUBLE TH FULLER _J Tizaird 4-5 hnr 

2. Ushraod Castle H WJdgerfl-2 

3. Sharp Com mand A ifogdn 10-1 

Alea ran: 5-1 Lancastrian Jet (5th), 9 1 
Parahendy (4th). 

5 ran. Del 6. 17s 7«. [Winner boy getting 
by Dubassoff out at Cepe Thntter, trained 
by P rifichoKs at Shepton Mafiet for R C 
W*dns).-k*e: Ei70; £WO £150 DF: £3£Q 
CS=: C4SO 

3J0: 13m if hOyds amaieu- h'cap chase) 

1. DANCEnLLYDUDROP J»S Sponge S2 

2. Rocky Petto Ur P Flynn 12-1 

3. Boro HBI Mr R Forrtstal 9-4 fav 

Also ran: 9-2 WteB Tmed. 13-2 Around The 
Gala 11-1 Drime Chance (4th). 1&-1 Brave 
Buccaneec 

7 rat. 2, 30 dst (Winner bay gefofog by 
Clearly Bust out ot Keep Dancing, trataed 
by P JtiChoBs 64 Shepton MaJtet for Derek 
Milord). Tote: £270: £170. £500 OF: 
£2290 CSF: C280L 

4.10: (2m & handicap hurdle) 

1. SEIZE THE DAY J «tss M Coomb* 7-1 

2. Beimom Rock A P McCoy 2-1 far 

3. Sunrise Spe ct af - S Burrough 12-1 

Also ran: 4-1 Top Stopper, 8-1 Southem- 
hsy Boy 9-1 Isis Dawn (4th), 11 -I Kings Wt- 
ness (Bth), Mssed Cal. G-1 Shepherds 
Rest. 16-1 P&ktomon (5th). 20-1 Keep Me 
to Mod. 33-1 Wbodhause Bey 

12 ran. 1 ’A, ihd. nk. 17 (Winner Day geld- 
ing by Lomond out of Cheerful Heart, 
trained by M Coomoe at Weymouth tor Mrs 
N M Coombs) Jett: £770: £250 £ 2 . 10 , 
£320 DF: CSF: £2227. Tricast: 

£16013 TWfecta; £44340 Wh Pontsvedra. 
Placapoc £14350 Ouadpot E2DOO 
Place E: £8544 Place 5: £3010 


HUNTINGDON 

Gotog: Soft 

120 : 1 . CATHEDRAL BELLE (B Lee) 7-2 
St far. 2 . ZohaaBe 0 - 2 ; 3. Monks Soham 
50-1 ISran. 7-2 jltev Msty Gloss (5th). V*. 
3{. (Mrs M ftevefay. Saftbum) Tote: £430; 
£130, E2£0 £1U» £220 DF: £B3Q CSF: 
E3L34 incest £86278 M4: UghtThyne. 

1- 5a 1. HI HEDLEY (Mehaef Brennan) 
2S-1; 2. Bright Flame W-l Only two fin- 
ished . 7 ran. 7-* tav Susum Corda (re- 
ftned). to. (G hUfoeid. Wbodbridge) IbtK 
£3310; fiLTO £340 DF: £5650 CSF: QML2Z 
220:1. SHANNON 8H00N (Mr JCrowtay) 
20-1; 2 Sefoeny 6 - 1 ; 3. Barton Scamp 3-1 
fa: 13 ran. 3 hd. (Mrs S StTfth, Stagey) IMK 
£3100; EBIQ £2BA £2ia DF: £8230 CSF: 
n2S3t TncaBd «363t 

2- 50: 1 . FERRERS (W Maratan) 14-1; 2. 
Na moodaj 7-2; 3- Ginger Fox 3-t 8 raa 
5-2 tav River Wye (unseated rider), to 13 
(Mrs P Sty, Peterborough) Tate: £880; 
£190 £1£Q Cim DF: £2590 CSF: P«i« 
320: 1.TONOCO (S Ouackl 2-7 far. 2 . Bac- 
chanal n- 1 ; 3. Stone’s Throw B -1 10 ran. 
17*. 34. (Mrs S Snath. Bfogtoy) Tote: C140; 
CUO £250 C12Q DF: £520 CSF: £493 
3J0: 1 . 0 MY LOVE (L Cummins) 11 . 2 ; 2 . 
Northern Ssddter 6 - 1 ; 3 Haddacent 15- 
0 5 tan. 13-8 far BucUand Lad (4th). 7. 4. 
(N Babbage. Cheftenham) Tote: £820; 
£17Q £220 DF: £1190 CSF: £2897. 

4*0: 1 . DEVIL'S ADVOCATE (T J Muphy) 

4- 7 ter. 2 . Roman Lord 1 2 - 1 ; 3. Dromdo- 
ran 16-1 21 non. 6 , 2'h (M Pitman, Upper 
Lamboum) Tbte: £190; £UQ £320 £ 8 to DF: 
£to2Q CSF: £1027. 

Ptecepot K2J32XL Ouadpot E342Q 
Place 6 : CI4KL9L Place K £80293 

LINGFIELD 
Going: Standard 

1-30: 1. MUHAMD 1 S (Candy Moms) 9-2 co 
lav; 2. Katie's Cractrar 9-2 co far; a Sir WW- 
tar 20-t 16 ran. 9-2 co tav Santa; cm 3 'h, 
4 (G L Moore) Tbte: £7030; £240 £120. 
£1030 £590 DF: £7120 CSF: £2270 THc- 
asc C36L8L 

2JXk 1. RALACEGATE TOUCH (P Bradey) 

5- 4 ter 2 . Heavenly Mtes 12-1; 3. Ivor's 
Deed 4-1 lOnm. vk 2. y Berry) -foire Etat); 
£120 £2.10 £190 DF: £1120 CSF: E1B24. 
230: 1. AIR OF ESTEEM (Dab Gfcsmi) 9-4 
jl tar 2. Hurmoon 9-4 jt ter 1 WtooHy Wln- 
fitme 3-1 6 ran. iv., 1 (P Hasten) Tbte: 
£310; £190 £150 DF: ESfiO. CSF: £780 
aoct 1. UfOAN (S WtKwonh) 7-4 tav; 2. Tb- 
cnao 14-1; 3 . Priors Moor 7-t 12 ran. 1, 8 
(J Tblsf) IbtK C270; £120 £370 C3.7U Dft 
£1410 CSF: £3219 Tncast CW3B. 

390: 1. SPACE RACE (G Faiiow) M- 1 ; 2 . 
Fiekfa of Omagh Biers far. 3- Dancing no 

4- 1 6 ran. V/., 2 (C Cyjer) Wa: £2370; 
£89Q £110 DF: £870 CSF: Kwnn 
44)0:1. CAERNARFON BAY (H 1 1 Mongan) 

5- 2 far; 2. donoa 5-1 ; 3. Groom* Gold B-1 
13 ran. 27.-. nk. (G L Moore) lota: £430; 
£240. £300 £290 DF: EtoOO CSF: £1531 
Tricast: £8891 

Jackpot Not won; £381826 carried toward 
» Doncaster today. 

Ptecepot: £090 Ouadpot: £510 
Piece 8: £1711 Place 5: Cfl.73. 
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Rebellion rouses the Stoke 


STOKE CITY fans are revolting. 
What’s more, the man spear- 
heading the rank-and-file re- 
bellion against the Second 
Division chib's ruling elite is an 
aficionado of heavy metal 

Lester Hughes runs a steel 
fabrication works little more 
than a hefty clearance from tbe 
Britannia Stadium. At least, 
he did. until he launched a sup- 
porters' consortium aimed at 
buying out Stoke’s majority 
shareholders. Since then, he ad- 
mits, the day job has been ne- 
glected and he is up until 2am 
answering letters, faxes and e- 
maiis promising money. 

Before tonight’s visit of Man- 
chester City - themselves no 
strangers to restless-native 
syndrome - Hughes will again 
be handing out pledge forms. 
With the campaig n in its third 
weds, the running total is on the 
way to £200,000, a 10th of tbe tar- 
get he set to demonstrate the 


As the onee-proud Potteries club languish in the Second Division, one 
long-suffering supporter is leading a campaign for change. By Phil Shaw 


depth of feeling for Stoke and 
against the board he holds re- 
sponsible for “13 years of seri- 
ous decline". 

The response, according to 
Hughes, has been “over- 
whelming”. At last Saturday's 
game with Colchester United, 
he did not have to press his 
leaflets on anybody so eagerly 
were they being seized. Stoke’s 
300-strong Scandinavian sup- 
porters’ dub expect to generate 
£60,000. One delivery of post this 
week brought a £1.000 pledge 
from a Dutch “Stokie”. Anoth- 
er exile, from Somerset, could 
offer onjy £5, yet Hughes views 
both as declarations of the same 
devotion that, drives him oil 

Sitting in the shrine to the 
red and white stripes that dou- 
bles as his office, the 52-year- 


old former welder explained 
why he is sparking a challenge 
to Keith Humphreys and Pieter 
Coates, the Stoke chairman 
and his predecessor respec- 
tively. “T^e chib woe in the top 
division a couple of years before 
Coates took oven We're now in 
our second spell in the third 
grade of English football. 

“We’ve got a Premiership 
manager [Brian little] working 
on a Conference budget The 
dub don’t own the new ground, 
which was developed by others. 
They had to borrow to fond 
their 49 per cent of its cost, and 
to pay off the debts they’ve 
asset-stripped the team. Eveiy 
decent player has been sold, 
and only a tiny percentage of 
the revenue reinvested in the 
team.” 


The word Hughes is keen to 
impress upon possible pur- 
chasers - and he has corre- 
sponded with Richard Branson, 
among others - is potential. 
Having followed the Potters 
for 40years, he remembers the 
second coming of Stanley 
Matthews, gates of 40,000 under 
Tray Waddingtnrfs genial man- 
agership, and the team includ- 
ing Alan Hudson which 
challenged for the League title 
in the 1970s. Now the “great- 
ness”, as he puts it is gone. 

“Phr the past six years I’ve 
tried to put together a consor- 
tium of businessmen to buy this 
pair out I'm trying again be- 
cause Tm desperate for the dob 
to succeed. I cant understand 
why the likes of Fulham, Read- 
ing and even Rushden & 


Diamonds can attract multi- 
millionaires. Why cant Stoke, 
with far greater potential?” 

Working os the basis that 
there is a bedrock of 10,000 
diehards (which he maintains 
could be the tip of the iceberg), 
Hughes set about trying to 
raise a minimum of £200 from 
pgrh The figure of £2m, less 
than a tenth of what Mark Gold- 
berg paid for Crystal Palace, is 
largely symbolic, intended to 
show would-be buyers whata vi- 
able concern Stoke could be. 

He is underno illusions that 
it the target were achieved, 
season-ticket holders would 
storm the boardroom like so 
many reptica-shirted Bolshe- 
viks. A realistic role model is the 
alliance of supporters and the 
business community which res- 


cued Bournemouth from re- 
ceivership. 

“We need enough not only to 

buy the shares but to take the 

dub forward after Humphreys 
and Coates have gone,” he 
said “T> buy the dub, invest in 

the team and pay off the debts, 

we could be looting at a mini- 
mum of £L0m. 

“Tve always said that the 
business people who come in 
wiD be the ones who run the 
dub, thnngh I'd want support- 
er representation on tbe board. 

But first we've got to show 
these two their time's up. 
Humphreys went on the radio 
in response to me, saying they 
would talk to anyone who want- 
ed to invest in Stoke. Wfe don’t 
want that: we want people to 
purchase their shares so they 
can put money in when they’ve 
gone." 

in the meantime, Hughes 
will putting his h eart and 




Winchester 
rediscovers 
his touch 


ROGER WINCHESTER, whose 
career took such a nose-dive 
that he was forced to sell his 
home and was on the verge of 
giving up the game, continued 
to pick himself up off the floor 
yesterday. 

Delighted just to be back on 
the European Tour he left in 
1993 due to a lack of success, 
the 31-year-old from Devon 
was even happier after starting 
the Heineken Classic at The 
Vines here with a seven-under 
par 65. He goes into the second 
round level with the world No 
5. Ernie Ells, and anty one be- 
hind the leader; Jarmo Sandelin 
of Sweden. 

Winchester made his move 
with five successive birdies 
around the turn and then 
closed with another. Compar- 
isons between him and Nick 
Bhldo were inevitably made in 
1985 when he won the English 
amateur title at the age of 18 - 
a decade after Faldo had done 
the same - and he took them a 
stage further 

“1 tried to model myself on 
Faldo,” he said “David Lead- 
better became my coach when 
I was at college in Florida and 
I used to play with Nick a bit 
But I completely lost my way. 
1 got far too technical and 
there were times when I want- 
ed to give up because I was so 
confused with what I was 
doing. 

“It was terrible financially 
too -it still is. I had a house in 
Wimbledon that I had to sell be- 
cause I couldn’t afford the mort- 
gage and right now I'm renting 
a room in a house in London for 
£40 a week. 

“If s cfifficult to break even on 
the Challenge Tour and it was 
a huge relief to finish fourth on 
that last year and so give my- 
self another chance on the 
main Tour" 

Winchester has been helped 
by a renowned American sports 
psychologist, Bob Rotella, 
whom he wrote to in despera- 


By Mark Gakrod 
in Perth 

tion.’Tve learnt that e v erybod y 
is different I mean, you don't 
see WOosie trying to play like 
Faldo, do you? He’s got his 
own personality. 

“As long as I can keep doing 
the same thing day in, day out 
hopefully things will keep im- 
proving forma” 

Sandelin missed Padraig 
Harrington’s Vines course 
record by just one shot. 
Sandelin grabbed no fewer than 
nine birdies in a round he rated 
one of the best of his Ufa 

However. Els is an even 
firmer favourite for the first 
prize of £108,000 after collecting 
seven birdies himself. The win- 
ner of the South African PGA 
championship two weeks ago , 
Els is keen to keep pace with 59- 
shooter David Duval - a double 
champion on the US Tbur al- 
ready. 

Scotland’s Andrew Coltart 
opened with a 66 for a share of 
fourth place as he began his bid 
for a third success Down 
Under; haring won the Aus- 
tralian PGA title in Sydney in 
1994 and 1997. 

This event counts for the 
Ryder Cup qualifying table and 
another win would probably 
get the 28-year-old into the 
64-man field for the Andersen 
Consulting World Match Play 
Championship in California 
next month. 

Currently seventh in the 
Ryder Cup table and 74th in the 
world rankings, Coltart 
matched Els by not dropping a 
stroke and scored six birdies in 
his last 12 holes. 

Sam Torrance is 14 shots off 
the lead after requiring pain- 
killers for the shoulder injury 
which forced him to drop out of 
last week’s South African 
Open. 

Scores, Digest page 29 


Ernie Els lines up a putt at the 16th on the way to his first-round total of 65 at the Heineken Classic in Perth yesterday 


Allsport 


Monty expects tough Ryder Cup 


AMERICA’S DISMAL perfor- 
mance in the Presidents Cup - 
when they were comprehen- 
sively thrashed by the likes of 
Ernie Els, Nick Price and Greg 
Norman, not forgetting Shige- 
ki Maruyama of Japan, playing 
under the collective banner of 
an International team - does not 
guarantee Europe victory in 
this September's Ryder Cup, ac- 
cording to Colin Montgomerie. 

The man who has led the 
Order of Merit for the last six 
years and secured the victory at 
Valderrama in the last Ryder 
Cup 18 months ago, is not ex- 
pecting a walkover at the Coun- 
try Club of Brookline despite the 
one-sided nature of the match 
at Royal Melbourne last month. 

“I think it is going to be 


BY ANDY FARRELL 

competitive,” Montgomerie 
said. “It was an amazing result 
in Melbourne. I felt the Amer- 
icans were going to win but it 
was at the end of a long season. 

Their world ranking form is 
not coming through in team-ori- 
entated events just now but I 
think that is coincidence more 
than anything else. Come the 
Ryder Cup, it’ll be different 
again and a very tight struggle/* 
Montgomerie first feces the 
Americans on home soil in the 
head-to-head version of the 
game at La Costa, near San 
Diego, in next month's Ander- 
sen Consulting World Match 
Play Championship. 

The Scot is nominally the de- 


fending champion, but the event 
has evolved to become one of 
three new tournaments which 
are meant to be next to the ma- 
jors in importance. Mont- 
gomerie sees them as a chance 
to boost his world ranking from 
ninth and challenge the No l. 
Tiger Woods, as well as David 
Duval, who shot a 59 last Sun- 
day to win his second successive 
event There are no excuses 
now," he said. “We are playing 
on a level playing field now.” 

Monty will do so without his 
mentor, Bill Fterguson, who res- 
cued the Scot from a mid-sea- 
son slump but has been 
jettisoned for the second time. 
Denying the move was moti- 
vated by money as had been re- 
ported, Montgomerie said: T 


am happy with what I am doing. 

“Bill and I remain dose 
friends, and have spoken since 
and will again. I feel I can go it 
alone for a while but that does 
not mean forever The door is 
not dosed. I am looking to see 
who can help me on certain as- 
pects of the game, I already 
work wife Dave Feb on zny dap- 
ping and putting and that is a 
key thing as regards scoring.” 

Gary Player’s intention to 
make the 2001 Open at Royal 
Lytham his 46th and last ap- 
pearance in the championship 
will rest on the Royal and An- 
cient changing their exemp- 
tion rules, as they did for Arnold 
Palmer in 1995. The R&A al- 
tered the age limit on past 
champions from “under-65" to 


“65 and under” just to let 
Palmer bow out at St Andrews 
four years ago. 

But the rule was immedi- 
ately changed back again and 
did not become permanent as 
Player; who won the third of his 
Open titles at Lytham in 1974, 
hoped “Maybe Gary is hoping 
we will change the nile again,’ 
David Hill secretary of the 
championship committee, said. 
“And maybe we wifi." 

■ Jack Nicklaus will be out for 
three months after a hip re- 
placement operation, thus 
breaking his record of 40 suc- 
cessive appearances in the US 
Masters. Nicklaus, the winner 
of six Masters titles, had been 
suffering from a degenerative 
problem in his left hip. 


Warren wants apology from Hamed 


FRANK WARREN has demand- 
ed an apology from Naseem 
Hamed for saying he had been 
“exploited and manipulated” 
by the promoter on Michael 
Parkinson’s BBCl chat show. 
Warren’s solicitors have written 
to Hamed, the BBC and Parkin- 
son insisting on an apology 
from all three. 

When Parkinson asked 
Hamed during last Friday's 
show if he thought be had been 
manipulated and exploited, the 
World Boxing Organisation 
featherweight champion 
replied: “Definitely. I did Yes.” 

Warren said yesterday: “I 
want an apology from Parkinson, 


BOXING 


the BBC and Hamed I won’t let 
him [Hamed] off the hook.” 

During the interview Parkin- 
son said to Hamed: “You’re 
being looked after by your 
brother and all the rest of your 
family. Does that malm you 
feel more secure?” 

Hamed replied: “Definitely. I 
know exactly what's coming in 
and what’s going out and obvi- 
ously my family is blood and I 
know that I can trust them with 
everything. For once in my life 
I can control my own destiny and 
what I want to do and what I 
want to achieve." Hamed, who 


officially parted company with 
Warren last week, was steered 
to the world title by Warren in 
September 1995. 

“He [Hamed] has earned 
about £12m from boxing and his 
commercial activities, selling 
him to tbe youth market and that 
success was down to us,” War- 
ren said “Greed has destroyed 
our relationship. We began in 
19M and I doubled his wages. He 
earned just over £500,000 the fol- 
lowing year and when we signed 
a new contract in 1996 1 stuped 
his money up again. So I cannot 
say how disappointed I was 
with the Parkinson show. 

“The rift began when Riath, 


HametTs brother; became in- 
volved Riath had no impact be- 
fore Naz became world 
champion. Naz was then getting 
10 to 12 times the money other 
top featherweights were get- 
ting. I should know because I 
was doing the deals.” 

Riath, also Hamed’s busi- 
ness manager said: “We don't 
want to be dragged into any sort 

of press war with Frank Warren. 
He was very helpful and we are 
grateful for that Tbe situation 
is that we want our indepen- 
dence and both parties have got 
separate ways to go.” 

The relationship with War- 
ren ended after the unbeaten 


Hamed had made his 11th suc- 
cessful title defence against 
Wayne McCullough in Atlantic 
City last October. That was his 
31st victory, 22 of them under 
Warren’s promotion. 

Hamed will be promoted by 
Barry Hearn, with whom he 
started his career in 1992, when 
he makes his next title defence 
against his feD ow'Ybrkshir eman 
Paul Ingle in Manchester on 10 
April. 

A spokesperson for the 
Parkinson programme said 
“We can confirm we have re- 
ceived a tetter from Frank War- 
ren and it is now in the hands 
of the lawyers.” 


Box office proves Tyson’s drawing power 


THOUGH HE is clearly no 
longer the fighter of old, Mike 
Tyson is still proving a knock- 
out at the box office. Figures re- 
leased by the Nevada Athletic 
Commission showed Tyson’s 
comeback fight against the 
South African Francois Botha 
to be the sixth biggest atten- 
dance in the state’s history. 

The Commission said 10,221 
people paid fell ticket prices to 
watch the fight at the MGM 


Grand hotel-casino. The fight 
grossed $7,051,800 (£4.3m) at 
the gate, dashing predictions by 
many before the bout that tick- 
et sales would be poor. 

The attendance trailed only 
four other Tyson fights and the 
first Oscar De La Hoya-Julio 
Cesar Chavez bout for gate 
money. The biggest grossing 
fight in Nevada history was 
Tyson’s infamous biting of 
Evander Holyfield, which gen- 


erated $14^277,200. “When you 
compare him to anybody else 
it's unbelievable," Marc Ratner, 
the commission's executive di- 
rector; said. 

Tyson’s ability to draw fans 
to bis fifth-round knockout of 
Botha was even more impres- 
sive because the bout on 16 
January was sandwiched be- 
tween two big Las Vegas week- 
ends and the fight promotion 
was hastily put together An- 


other 750,000 people paid an av- 
erage of$45 to buy the pay-per- 
view of the fight on television. 

With a ticket tax of four per 
cent and a television tax of 
$50,000, Nevada earned about 
$330,000 in taxes. “There's not 
a promoter or a fighter in the 
world that wouldn't love to have 
those type of numbers,” Dan 
Goossen, the promoter; said. 

Still the crowd in an arena 
that seats about 15,000 was Ear 


above what some writers had 
predicted when only a few thou- 
sand seats were sold the week 
before the fight The announced 
attendance was l2£19, with the 
remainder getting in on re- 
duced or cornplimeilaiylidsets. 
“The reports just weren’t ac- 
curate leading up to the fight,” 
Goossen said. “Fm not pointing 
fingers at the media, but they 
end up looking at the glass half 
empty rather than half foil" 


England aim 
for the title 
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Hugbes: Raising fluids 

cash into the struggle for 
Stoke’s soul “I know I'm being 
unfair to my femfly and my 


• V/i 

investment 

“We might fail, tot if we ; js 
didn’t try it would be defeatism 

nrp'ua had years of tostid- 


for tins CHID is so greai ujilt * 

carried away. I'd pay any price 
to put Stoke back on the road 
to success. 
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Pride of 
Suffolk 
on Vase 
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NON-LEAGUE 

notebook 


by rupebt Metcalf 

the last Suffolk dub to play' • 
at Wembley was not Ipswich v 
Town but Sudbury Town, who 
reached the FA Vase final in - 
1989. 

S udb ury Town drew 1-1 with 
Tamwurth in front of a crowd of 
26,487, the biggest ever for a 
Vase final before losing the re- 
play 3-0 at Peterborough. In 
subsequent years the Priory A 
Stadium club rose as high a^fc 
toe Premier Division of the Dr 
Martens League, and two sea- 
sons ago they beat Brighton . 
and Hove Albion in the first 
round of toe FA Cup. 

At the end of that 199&47 
campaign, though, Sudbury 
Town! resigned from the Dr 
Martens for financial reasons, 
and returned to the Jewson 
Eastern League. Once they 
were unquestionably the top 
non-League dub in Suffolk, 
now they may not even be the 
top side in Sudbury. 

A mile up the River Stour 
from the Priory is Brundon 
Lane, the home of Tbwn’s Jew- 
son League rivals Sudbury 
Wanderers. Tomorrow, while 
Town battle for Premier Divi- 
sion points against Diss Town 
<a Norfolk team who won the J 
Vise in 1994), Whnderers will be $ 
on toe Cumbrian coast taking v 
on Workington in the last 16 of 
the Vasa 

Sudbury Town fell at the 
fourth-round stage of toe Vase, 
losing to an extra-time goal at 
home to Norfhwood, but there 
is another Suffolk side in the 
fifth round. Woodbridge Town 
entertain Camberley Town, 
from Surrey, at their Notcutts 
Park ground tomorrow. 

Woodbridge have several 
links to the Sudbury Town side 
which reached the 1989 Vase 
final Their manager is Dave 
Hubbick, who scored six goals 
m 26 League games for Wim- 
bledon in the early 80s and 
also hit Sudbury Town’s Wem- 
bley goal against Tamworth. 

Hubbick’s assistant is Gary 
Earkec who captained the 1989 
Sudbury Town side. Three 
other Priory team-mates then V' 
were Dean Garnham, who now 


NOTHING SHORT of the gold 
medal should satisfy England 
in Prague this weekend in the 
Women's Under-2I European 
Indoor Championship. With 
Germany, Spain and the Dutch 
not contesting the event, Eng- 
land, who in the previous three 
competitions have second twice 
and third, must start as 
favourites to reach Sunday’s 
final where they would expect 
to meet the host nation. 

It is, however; worrying that 
France, who finished in bottom 
place in 1997. beat England, 
playing as Manchester; 6-3 in 
tbe Wbrld Cities Tournament in 
Perth last weekend. The 
French will proride toe oppo- 
sition for England's second 
game this afternoon. England 
play Slov akia this morning in 
their opening game com- 
plete the pool programme to- 
morrow morning against 
Belarus. 

England will rely heavily on 
toe captain, Clifton's Lisa Vfood- 
ing, to lead by example along 
with their three full interna- 
tionals; Isabel Palmer, Helen 
Richardson and Kate Walsh. 


By Bill Colwti.i. 

In toe newly introduced Pre- 
mier Indoor League top four 
play-offs at Crystal Palace, 


Marty Thorpe and Craig Old- 
field, who are both squad olav- 
ers at Notcutts Park They all 
share the same dream - mark- 
ing the 10th anniversary of 
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once agoi a oe aoie to out-eun 
Slough, Chelmsford and 
Bracknell Karen Brown, a vet- 
eran of so many indoor battles, 
will be missing from the 
Slough line-up. ne 
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Mauresmo 

mesmerises 

Davenport 


THE UN SEEDED French woman 
Amelie Mauresmo staged a 


world No 1 and top seed, Lind- 
say Davenport 4*6. 7-5. 7-3. In her 
first Grand Slam final tomorrow 
the big-hitting Mauresmo wDi 
meet the defending champion. 
Martina Hingis, who disposed of 
Monica Seles 6-2. 6-4 to end an 
unbeaten run of 33 matches 
Down Under for the four times 
Australian Open champion. 

“I’m very happy. I didn't ex- 
pect it at the beginning of the 
tournament," a delighted Mau- 
resmo said. 

“I think I'll just play the final 
first and think about it later," the 
19 -year-old added when asked 
if her giant-killing performance 
had sunk in yet. 

The equally unsung Nicolas 
Lapentti was unable to emulate 
Mauresmo in the star-starved 
men's singles, going down to 
tf,iHSwede Thomas Enqvist in 
sc. .light sets on a hot Mel- 
bourne Park Centre Court. 

Enqvist ended the Ecuadore- 
an's dream run with a 6-3. 7-3. 
6-1 win. also reaching his first 
Grand Slam final. The in-form 
Swede will play the winner of 
today’s semi-final between the 
10th seed Yevgeny Kafelnikov of 
Russia - the only seed left in the 
men's singles - and Tommy 
Haas, the 20 -year-old German. 

But none could match Mau- 
resmo’s dramatic path to the 
final. The strongly built 
teenager fought off two match 
points in an opening round 
rru^h with the American Co- 
rina ftlorariu last week. The 
world No 29 then beat the 
eighth seed. Patty Schnyden of 
Switzerland, in the second 
round and toppled the Belgian 
llth seed. Dominique Van 
Roost, in the quarter-finals. 

Mauresmo had never be- 
fore made it past the third 
round of a Grand Slam, but the 
1996 world junior champion 
had beaten Davenport when 


TENNIS 


by Derrick whyte 
in Melbourne 

they first met at the German 
Open last May. 

Davenport began confidently 
before Mauresmo battered the 
American with service winners 
and swarmed over her with 
brutal groundstrokes. 

“A couple of times I thought 
1 was playing a guy she was hit- 
ting the ball so hard," Daven- 
port said. The pair slugged it 
out through the second set 



Davenport: Overpowered 

until Mauresmo gained a cru- 
cial advantage when she broke 
Davenport's serve to love in the 
12th game. Five service breaks 
were traded in an enthralling 
tliird set before the French 
teenager broke again for the 
match, sinking to her knees in 
joy after drilling a backhand 
passing shot down the line. 

Davenport, the US Open 
champion, had not lost a set be- 
fore the semi-finals and looked 
on course for her first Australian 
Open final when she held three 
break points in the third game of 
the final set But Mauresmo 
saved those and rallied as her 
powerful serve began to find its 


marie Surprisingly, it was Dav- 
enport who slowly wilted. 

“I couldn't touch her serve at 
the end,” Davenport said. 
“Every time 1 got my foot 
torough the door and I thought 
I was going to get to the end, the 
door was shut on icy foot” 

Hingis, the world No 2, was 
also too strong for Seles , but re- 
lied more on deft placement 
and timing than raw power: 
Hie Swiss teenager slammed 
a forehand winner past Seles on 
her second match point after 59 
relatively trouble-free minutes. 

The point also ended Seles’s 
remarkable winning streak in 
Melbourne at 33 matches. Seles 
won the title in her anfor four pre- 
vious Open appearances from 
1991 to 19S3 and again in 1996. 

Hingis shut Seles out of the 
match, breaking the Yugoslav- 
born American earty in the 
first set and then using her su- 
perior court coverage to gain 
another important break in the 
seventh game ofthe second set 

She said she was gladnot to 
play Davenport in the final and 
felt Mauresmo might be over- 
awed by the occasion. “Mentally 
it’s easier to be the favourite,” 
Hingis, at 18 a year younger 
than her opponent, said. “This 
is her first time in the final It 
will be hard for hen” 

Enqvist dominated his 
match against a tired 
with a powerful service game 
and a varied array of ground- 
strokes. Enqvist the world No 
21, won Open warm-up events 
in Adelaide and Melbourne and 
was jubilant after his 102- 
minute demolition of unseeded 
five-set specialist Lapentti. 

“I almost fed 1 want to go out 
and play it now,” Enqvist said 
ofthe final. “It's very exciting.” 

The unheralded Lapentti 
upset the seventh-seeded Karol 
Kucera in a five-set thriller in 
the quarter-finals, but paid for 
an exhausting run through the 
draw, which included 24 sets in 
his first five matches. 
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Thomas Enqvist powers his way to his first Grand Slam final yesterday 


Bingham 
battles 
to last 
eight 


SNOOKER 


STUART BINGHAM pulled off a 
remarkable 5-4 win over the 
world champion and world 
No 1, John Higgins, in the 
Welsh Open yesterday. The 
22-year-old from Essex is the 
lowest-ranked professional left 
in the £370,000 tournament at 
the Canfiff International Arena 
-but he more than made up for 

Bw Aiswyanfy faithg ranldng s 

and his lack of experience to 
reach the quarter-finals. 

“leant really believe it, but 
I enjoy proving people wrong,” 
toe 1996 woridamateur champ- 
ion said. “You never knowhow 
far I can go." Bingham, a first- 
round winner over Tony Drago 
and a re-spotted black ball win- 
ner against Gerard Greene in 
toe second round, added: “1 
started off like a house on fire 
but when John started to come 
back at me 1 got a bit worried. 

Tve lost matches before 
when I shouldn't have done so 
1 was delighted when be final- 
ly shook my hand.” 

Bingham, the world No 164, 
quickly built up a 3-0 lead but 
Tn ggms showed his mettle by 
drawing level at 3-3. 

Bingham won frame seven 
with a run of 43 but easily lost 
the eighth. In tiie deaden by the 
time they reached toe colours, 
Hi gg ins needed snookers. “I 
had a wee chance to win the de- 
cider but missed a terrible 
black,” Hi ggms said. “But all 
credit to Stuart he played well.” 

Bin gham now meets Peter 
Ebdon or Joe Swail for a place 
in the semi-finals. 

Higgins’ defeat was not quite 
as surprising as Stephen 
Hendry's 9-0 demise in the UK 
Championship last November. 
The Scot is slowly recovering 
from that humiliation by Mar- 
cus Campbell - his 5-4 victory 
yesterday over Matthew 
Stevens of Wales will fill him 
with confidence, recovering as 
he did from 4-3 down. 

Steve Davis, at 41 toe oldest 
competitor left in tbe field, beat 
Dargal (TBriea 5-0, while Thai- 
land’s James Wattana reached 
his first rankin g tournament 
quarter-final for over two years 
by beating Northern Ireland’s 
Clive BrunskiUJ Allsport Patrick Wallace 5-2. 



Eat out and save 
a fortune 


F or the same price as a copy of The 
Independent - 45p - we are offer- 
ing you the chance to treat a friend 
to a meal, and then save 23 per cent 
every time you eat in selected restau- 
rants. 

rfti’ /fidcperjii.nJ is running this offer 
as an introduction to Tntnsmedia. the 
restaurant card. .Ml ynu need to do is col- 
lect four inker.:- from Tw JucVnenrfcnf. 
and apply for a Tfranstnedin card as long 
as you hold a valid Yls;l Mastercard. Delta 
or American Express card. This Trims - 
media card ear. he c.- ed in hundreds of 
restaurants :r. Britain as a payment card. 
Ynu p.i> the full amovin'., and IYnnsmcdia 
will ike:, refund 2:. per cent of the bill 
directly 'oyeurWa. Mastercard Delta or 
V.r.er.e-ir. Express 

account, excluding VAT and : umee - for 
example . if the biii comes In ‘Jlnu.ym: u-.li 
be refunded Ei*i 

The card car. bo u:-cd as often as vou 


like, for breakfast lunch or dinner at any 
of the selected restaurants. Even better, 
when you use the card for the first time 
in conjunction with this Independent often 
the cost of one meal for a guest up to the 
value of £20, wai be just 45 pence. 

Transmedia are able to offer this 
excellent value as they pre-purchase food 
and beverage “credits" at a discounted 
price from selected restaurants, and then 
pass nn the saving to the card-holder. 

When you apply for this offer, you will 
receive a membership pack, which con- 
tains the “IYansmedia listings of hundreds 
of selected restaurants in Britain. Card- 
holders will receive an updated ver- 
sion every three months. Membership of 
TYansir.cdLi normal Jy costs £35 per 
annum, but with this offer you will receive 
six months* Inal membership for free. 

So iTyou would like to treat a friend to 
a meal for the price of a newspaper - start 
collecting your tokens today! 
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Ranatunga 
let off with 
light penalty 


WHATEVER OTHER character- 
istics prevail in the event before 
and after what might be known 
as the Adelaide Call dignity 
has not been among them. Last 
night the match referee. Peter 
van der Merwe, the man who 
has had to deal with the morass 
and was in danger of being 

swallowed up by it exhibited the 
qualify in abundance while 
being forced to let Axjuna Ra- 
natunga, the Sri Lankan captain, 
more or less get away with it 
He denounced the involve- 
ment of lawyers in imposing the 
discipline of the game and re- 
served his most telling com- 
ments for Ranatunga himself. 
As the humilify of Van der 
Merwe's tone and the weari- 
ness in his announcement 
made clear the game is the 
poorer for what has happened 
this week. Swift remedial action 
is demanded but this has rarefy 
been the International Cricket 
Council's forte. They may not 
know where to start. 

After a hearing of some four 
hours at the Waca ground in 
Perth, most of it taken up by 
lawyers. Van der Merwe som- 
brely announced the verdict 
and the relatively light sen- 
tence on Ranatunga for his un- 
worthy behaviour in his side's 
Carlton & United Series match 
against England last Saturday 
after the off-spinner; Muttiab 
Muralitharan, was sensationally 
no bailed for throwing 

Ranatunga was fined 75 per 
cent of his match fee, the max- 
imum possible, and banned for 
six matches, also the maxi- 
mum. but the suspension has 
been suspended for 12 months. 
The amount of cash is not 
known since Sri Lanka have a 
scale of sliding match fees. 

If he is found guilty of any 
other breach of the ICC's code 
of conduct in that time, he will 
have the ban imposed as well as 
any other sanction for the new 
offence. Or not, naturally, if he 
hires a decent legal team. Con- 
sidering the nature of Ranatun- 
ga’s crimes- wagging his finger 
at the umpire, jabbing him m tire 
chest delaying the match for 15 
minutes, telling the umpire 
where he should stand - it was 


CRICKET 


BY STEPHEN BRENKLEY 
in Perth 

tantamount to saying that play- 
ers can do what they like. 

Ranatunga, charged with five 
breaches of the ICC code, was 
found guilty of the first (nothing 
was said about the others) in 
that he did not at all times 
maintain the spirit of the game 
besides the laws of the game. 

“It has appeared in the Press 
recently that the code of conduct 
has been or was dra wn up by 
cricketers for aicteters to be ad- 
ministered by cricketers,” Van 
der Merwe said. “That state- 
ment is a very true one. How- 
ever in this instance, it was a 
great disappointment arid a very 



Ranatunga: Suspended ban 

complicated matter to find that 
legal people were largefy promi- 
nent in this hearing." 

There were five lawyers pre- 
sent. three in the Sri Lankan cor- 
ner, two in the ICC’s. Alec 
Stewart, the England captain, 
and Graeme Hick were there to 
give evidence for England, Sa- 
nath Jayasuriya and Mura- 
litharan were speaking from 
the Sri Lankan side and both um- 
pires, Ross Emerson and Ibny 
McQuillan, appeared Van der 
Merwe arrived seven minutes 
late carrying a copy of Cricket 
Umpiring and Scoring but, more 
importantly be was accompa- 
nied by one of his legal team. 

“I have no doubt that the ICC 
will take note of this hearing and 


the way it has been conducted 
and that this green covered 
book [Code of Conduct] will find 
a lot of amendments in the next 
edition,” Vhn der Merwe said 

Offences do not come much 
more bang to rights than Rana- 
tunga’s. They were all cap- 
tured on film in a match which 
descended into downright ug- 
liness after Muralitharan was 
called by Emerson. Ranatunga 
was involved in the aftermath 
but as the match grew closer 
later; tenaons erupted Players 
pushed and shoved each other 
and both sides were culpable. 

Perhaps Van der Merwe 
made it difficult for hims elf by 

charging only Ranatunga i rfiwi 

be could have collared three or 
four others including Stewart 
who waited into Upul Chan- 
dana with his shoulder That out- 
raged the Sri Iiankans, who 
were already feeling wronged 
They called inthe lawyers. When 
they heard that Emerson had 
been absent from his job with a 
stress-related condition and was 
withdrawn by the Australian 
Cricket Board bom standing in 
further matches in the Trian- 
gular one-day series, they prob- 
ably hired another one. 

Van der Merwe, at first per- 
plexed by this, postponed the 
hearing for 24 hours and then 
had to adjourn it the following 
day after “certain legal repre- 
sentations". This was the third 
go at administering justice. He 
said: “Mr Ranatunga ex- 
pressed regret at the embar- 
rassment he had caused his 
opponents, the public and the 
officials and he has been 
warned that his every action 
will be very, very closely mon- 
itored over the next 12 months." 

Vhn der Merwe reserved his 
most incisive comments for 
the Sri Lankan and, if the cap- 
tain cares about the game as 
much as he appears to, they will 
weigh on him heavily. “I would 
like to say that the unfortunate 
happening has cost Mr Rana- 
tunga a great deal in the pop- 
ularity stakes and respect is 
something, 1 told him, that both 
he and I will lose by this deci- 
sion." At last, dignity. 

More cricket, page 27 
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BY OSSIAN SHINE ; : i- -i 

PETR KORDA will find otit t c i foy 
whether he has succesrfbjfy 
prevented the International Ten- 
nis federation from atiengjtfjig; 
to have him su^ended foniwriqg. . 
a positive drugs test at Wint 
btedon last year ; : J . 

Mr Justice Ughtmap, pre-; = 
siding at London’s HighCpnrt; 
indicated he would reservehis . 
judgment overnight and give . 
his decision this afternoon/,? 

The Czech pktyerbefie^h$ ? 
lawyers can prove the ITF do^ 
not have the right to chaHoig? 
a decision by its own 
board. But the ITF is arg 

board misapplied anfin 

regulations in docking; 
onfy the pointe and prize-money 
earned at Wimbledon wbentifoy . 



The unseeded Amelie Mauresmo celebrates after cansing one of the great shocks in Australian Open history 
by beating the world No 1, Lindsay Davenport, to reach the women's final Report, page 29; Photograph: AFP 


testing positive for ffiebasto&L 
steroid nandrolone. It wzmtetif 
appeal to the independent ; 

of Arbitration for Sport 
However; Charles Flm^lfce 
barrister representing Etad&i 
told the healing that the appe^ 
board’s decision hadbeen^imd " 
and handing ” The TTF dadmS ■ 
a decision can only be regtt 
- ed as final if it is not 
but Fhnt said that i _ 
was inconsistent with the'i 
“The programme v is? 
signed to provide Jor qseegr 
and final determmafiqnjrfdi&i ■ 
putes as to a ll e ga tio n s cf ~ 
mg before an indepeapiaft. 
committee,” he said. ’ 

that a player should nrt fiue? 
qcdredto defend hi 
ThelTF is unhappy wift ; 
what they see asaJeniez^pun-'; 
•xshmeht Robert Reid, the bar- 
rister for the ITF, said: “Tennis 
players ate responsible for any 
substance found in then- bodies. 
The appeals committee should 
have imposed a suspension." 

• Reid added that the player 
himself would have appealed to 
CAS if the original decision 
had not been to his liking. 
“Korda had embarked upon 
the appeal procedure and, in- 
deed, his solicitors were en-i 
visaging that in the advent of an ? 
adverse derision he would have 
appealed to the CAS.” 

Korda’s case is a rarity in 
tennis which has had . just a 
handful of positive drug tests. 
None has involved a leading 
player and most were recre- 
ational rather than perfor- 
mance-enhancing substances. 
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ACROSS 

7 Like dirty carpets Victor 
described? (8> 23 

9 Usual sort of conquest 

mostly associated with 
onset of love (6) 24 

10 Plans to bring back lun- 
cheon meat ( 4 ) 25 

11 Place to go, maybe, 

when one’s surrounded, 26 
on the defensive UO) 

12 County associating itself 

with appeal for accom- 
modation (6) l 

14 He used to run on the 
football field (8) 

15 Little time in town to ob- 2 

tain headgear (6) 3 

17 Set which incorporates a 
splendid house (6) 4 

20 Medicine given girl, one 
held by mother (8) 

22 Party over, time to fit in 5 
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home improvements - 
that’s eccentric <6) 

Sort of field in which 6 
bridge foursome's held 8 
responsible (10) 

Carol’s bad behaviour 13 
attaining good end? (4) 

!hke drug for healing? 

Not quite, not exactly (6) 
Former people found in 16 
Europe etc (3,5) 

18 

DOWN 

Worker holding article 19 
found in monkey’s 
foot 18 ) 

Left out state paper ( 4 ) 21 
Narrow interpretation of 
artist? (6) 22 

Problem predicted for 
Macbeth, none of the 24 

rest (8) 

Gras,s initially rough in 


gardens we cultivated 
flO) 

Girl in a film (6) 
Nincompoop able to give 
us no line in poem (6) 
Film in which psychia- 
trist's on a criminal 
charge involving 
women (6-4) 

So trade’s somewhat 
patchy, varied? (8) 

Catch fish after net's 
mended (8) 

Express disapproval 
about American bishop 
giving cane (6) 

Blind never opens in 
one section or house (6) 
Letters from lover don't 
exaggerate 161 
Primarily someone 
working on books? (4) 


Sherwood in talks with Spurs 


TIM SHERWOOD, the Black- 
burn captain, held transfer 
talks in London yesterday with 
the Tottenham Hotspur man- 
ager George Graham, and then 
said he would idealfy like to stay 
with Rovers. 

It is understood that Graham 
offered Sherwood a salary in- 
crease to move to the capital, 
but Sherwood would prefer to 
stay at Ewood Park if can ne- 
gotiate a rise in pay to around 
£lm per season. The player has 
already rejected one improved 
contract offer from his dub. 

Sherwood, who turns 30 on 
TUesday and has three-and-a- 
half years to run on his current 
deal, is unhappy with how his 
dub bas handled contract ne- 
gotiations. “I’m very disap- 
pointed that we have been 
unable to agree terms," he said. 

“From the start of the ne- 
gotiations, which I consider 


FOOTBALL 


BY ALAN NIXON 

and Nick Harris 

have dragged on for too long, 
I’ve come a lot closer to Black- 
burn's figure than the club 
have to mine. I have been ne- 
gotiating a new deal, but I let 
the manager know I don't want 
to leave the dub.” 

Graham has said be wants to 
mate “lots of new signings" for 
Spurs, but whether Sherwood 
will be one of them will depend 
on whether Rovers dedde they 
will increase his salary to keep 
him. The strength of Sher- 
wood’s hand In negotiations 
may be weakened by the fact 
that Rovers yesterday com- 
pleted the £4m signing of Jason 
McAteer from Liverpool and 
the newcomer could come in as 
a (firect replacement for the dub 


captain. Rovers' manager Brian 
Kidd, also said yesterday that 
the dub has a cefling on pay put 
in place by the owner Jack 
Whlker; that cannot be broken. 

“We've got a firm pay scale 
here and we work to that,” 
Kidd said. ‘Tfs worked out well 
so Ear. When you’re spending 
money it’s quite right that Mr 
Walker asks questions. 

“When I bring players in you 
wifi ask me my reasons and then 
when we negotiate the dub has 
its own rules. What pleased me 
with Jason is that he just want- 
ed to talk football He wants to 
play and that said a lot to me. 

"Matt Jansen and Keith 
Gillespie also wanted to come 
here. They could both have 
earned more money hanging 
oil In Keith's case he was a free 
agent in another six months. 

“It's a balance. The dub have 
also got to be lair to players as 


well. In the dealin gs rve had 

they have been like that But the 

bottom line is whether the play- 
ers want to come here to play." 


more than Walter’s limit, ac- 
cording to chfo sources, while the 
Player feels the pay limit is not 

as rigid as has been pronounced 

The impasse is likefy to be ex- 
tended, as there is also said to 
be interested in Sherwood's ser- 
vices from. Wimbledon and 
Aston Villa. 

Another player who might be 
a Villa employee soon, accord- 
ing to his agent, is Juninho. Gi- 
anni Paladini said he is “90 per 
cent certain” that a £iOm deal 

wfll go through some time in the 

next week. 

Manchester United’s Alex 
Ferguson admitted yesterday 

he will not be able to strength- 
en his Champions’ League 
squad before Sunday’s Uefe 


deadline. “It’s a limited field 1 
you are in, because so nu 
players are cup-tied. We will 
be signing anyone,” he said 
Mick Wadsworth has 


borough to take over at 
Second Division stragglers ( 
Chester United in successks 
Steve Wignall, who quit : 
week. Ray McHale, previm 

the assistant manage r j 
Derek Moun (field take a 
taker charge at Scaiboroui 
The Office of Fhir Trad 
said last night it was inve 



- uicaxaway t 

leading chibs. The OFT wi 
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were made by the League t 
dubs - including Arsenal 
Manchester both involve* 
sa P er league talks in the s 

mer- to stop a breakaway. 
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Diawara joins Arsenal’s French contingen 

ARRTTNil. ARP PAnfidani nt mant nf ITmnlmntiant ic Sneick. Riaonra 93 Hxc hppn h-iin. mmU. Li. . , 


ARSENAL ARE confident of 
completing the signing of the 
Bordeaux striker Kaba Di- 
awara today. Arsene Wenger 
has decided to add to his 
French foreign legion at High- 
bury amid uncertainty over 
when Nwankwo Kanu will be 
given the go-ahead to start his 
Gunners career. 

The Arsenal manager signed 
Kanu for £3m from Internatio- 
nale two weeks ago, but it could 
take up to three weeks before 
the Nigerian is granted a work 
permit, because the Depart- 


ment of Employment is insist- Diawara, 23, has been train- even though he has contrihntad u. 

ing that non-EC players meet ingwith Arsenal this week and five goals in their proeresstn ^if^’^nsarelobt 

tougher admission criteria. Bordeaux say tfaata transfer fee second place in the French 811 annual; 

Arsenal face the Premiership - thought to be around £2.5m, First Division and the Quarter. ^J^^foofoallac 
leaders, Chelsea, on Sunday although the Highbury dub finals of the Uefa Cud tJJ ■ The internal] 

and then, after a visit to West will not confirm the figure -has However; Diawara had in- , t ? tio11 players’ unto 
Ham the following weekend, beenagreed. variably been used as a sX S >p * yU}g Pressure amid f 

take on Sheffield United in the Diawara, a powerfully-built stitute and the Bordeaux footballers are i 

fifth round of the FA Cup just former France Under -21 in- Elie Baup, said: “If he rntT mg 100 matches 

‘ mational has aooarentlv be- barb tn mes ■ Sunderland attracte 


fifth round of the FA Cup just former France Under -21 in- Elie Baup, said: “If he omT’ g 100 matches 
four days before meeting Man- teroational, has apparently be- backtousbewiIlsDendta«.«S * Su “derland attrar 
Chester United at Old Trafford. come unsettled at Bordeaux of the season on the bench? 1 ST?** of 33517 the St 
? Wednesday' 
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Disarming and dangerous 

She is the authorities’ worst nightmare. Eco-warrior Margaret Jones has spent two weeks living in the rafters of 
a w arehouse. At~50, she’s no dreadlocked mucky youth - she’s a woman of a certain age who doesn’t give a damn 


BY ANN TRENEMAN 



T:’.:- i:"i ir. aid'.i ^toppingtl!? iMt 
c : t::e Avi ■ :. K:n ; 

Her rter-- call her SwiOpy’s Ijire- 
ler. iiiss -.corns a Mriy fhnr 

•do::. ArioralL LWreaf. is a -»>r«r-o!d 

w PhD was cue Cutuunua rwfc 

,_.V; . if . SflP iulv- IWtf V. nLrfTlPfl, 

her t.rv fought a*. urJvrnafv ,Nw she 

Jijjs c*ur. i: „i!i :\y - !kc Li.it. the 

trn! ht::*:ni - *r a !::*.•••« direct aolwn. S 
:na> be Dr .Tone.-, ecu- warn t»r but 
rn S-.vzmoy -l h.:!e tunr.'-ta!" she vro.llul 
sj.v :s .. \\ ;;ia certain ac.**- *ho.sim- 
p ; v dew.- not ujiv li damn, and that naafc^ 
r.er ■.r.ir.'crc.^ 

Perhaps tha: why some 39 tntorrttt 
were withered the Common yestraifety 
mow.iv.S. There were had & d tffcfeii 


*. 7a m yi*>terd6i u£- ~ Tier fist was raised and she was blowing 
poiiee came ft>r Dfc a wfcklh*. She shouted that the police had 
.ll.irr.-ur: Jones fdr ' been magnificent, real professionals, who 
fkiys she had bar* managed lo get her out much faster than 
rvadeti hersetf fi-r- she had thought possible. Then, with a 
: ;dcanarv.-hoj>.#iaif shout of “Stop the Avon Ring Road!" she 
a M-ruily patch of wns bundled off. 

land culled Si-Sfom-- Yesterday morning Rowland was han- 
Commur. m east, tiling the media from a call box outside the 
'police station. He apologised because he 
had to leach in the afternoon and so 
wouldn’t be available. Rowland’s PhD is in 
Medical physics He says that I can call 
them the PhD eeo -warriors. He has been 
assiduously helpful. During our first con- 
vention. I said fd like to talk to Margaret 
‘■Do you have her mobile number?" he 
asked. Margaret lias a mobile? Later I dis- 
vAvred that she had not one but two. They 
had been smuggled to her inside loaves of 
tan? id in her daily food packages. 

1 ring and she describes the situation. 
The security firm had erected a metal fence 
soBiL 1 SB feet from the warehouse, and this 
area is patrolled at all times by at least sis 
or seven security men. There was no 
eh&tae of mo getting any closer. I would 


pff:ceri o;:d PC -, all fully tatii 1 ?! out. TMT Ifavp to stand outside the fence. Margaret 
1 1 *-i : . ::ur. uer* there, aj fc 3ft * would poke her head out of the roof. Then 



had warned, r- • tiu?- end i; hv had tod! 
r-e;! .m .ju’i'it' ir. the v. arolMbsc rnf 1 
h;yj taken jjy residence there. °f , m 
until In ; ;, V .-.iw annonwMI 


,T.d. si ;c Ad:: , r « on rraic ft iftHf far\ 
day to:r.orrrrci 
The rv.T'jr.cnf D" l-y&i heard tfte, 

ennen^. she rar..^ her aide "de edmpo 


and writing-paper but was allowed no 
newspapers. A supporter had brought her 
a T-shirt yesterday that said •‘What Tfraf- 
ftc Problem?" but she had not been allowed 
to keep it because it was too political. She 
was allowed as much food as she wanted, 
and winched it up in a string bag. 5hc was 
not bored. She had just finished The UTiife 
Hotel by DM Thomas and was embarking 
on Intimacy by Hanif Kureishi. She had a 
candle to read by. She was writing a novel 
but didn't want to talk about it “Well see 
how it turns out first." 

She seemed incredibly together given 
the circumstances. "This is so weird but 
it is also strangely domestic," she shout- 
ed. "Before I built this platform I was on 
the ground and collected rainwater from 
the holes in the roof to flush the toilet I 
could hear the security men wandering 
about and buckets banging. 1 felt like I was 
in some medieval courtyard Then I would 
smell their bacon frying. Yes. it is strange- 


ly domestic. At night the security light 
comes on. So we have a little routine." 

She says it is odd bring an onlooker from 
the inside. The security men ignored her 
- and the shouting - completely. The 
Independent's photographer told me that 
he felt like we were in the middle of a Play 
for Today. 

There is something resilient about Dr 
Jones that comes with the fact of her age 
and her commitment Like the women at 
Greenham Common, she is simply not 
going to be told what Lo do. Like the house- 
wives at Bnghtlingsea. she is going to have 
her say. In America there is a protest group 
called Great Old Broads for Wilderness. Its 
founder, a lawyer in her fifties, says that 
there is nothing like an angry old broad to 
flummox the authorities. Their newsletter 
is headed by a quote from Dorothy Sayers: 
"Time and trouble will tame an advanced 
young woman but an advanced did woman 
is uncontrollable by any earthly force," 


1 y/Oi tarn* you are there." Right. "And 
*WfflMgiton.v. It’s very, very muddy You must 
'loo* wfltagiuiis ." 

■ ” I bought A whasfle for Cl nff Rowland and. 
ig wfcide the fence, ankle deep in 
nSud, blew. Margaret's head poked out “Do 
yflu havw the right boots on?" she shout- 

v . ,, . ifi - 1 snitl I was more worried about freez- 

aiivitlc. M.- r.r.ir.o b. Rrafcfceiicf Of* Sr.dlft death. "Aren't you cold**" l shouted. 

X w- 'u: : .it the C‘ i 3mmiai%hofr‘Whi jjJur wasn't because she had blankets and 

'rr,rr. j-.’ rr.."^ "Hello. iV sleeping bag and plastic loo. Later the 

to d:f :urb y.-ij m« early h; ihr n^toiogrdpfcs showed that she had covered 

s„c;i. ’ ou tio when you are unduasiej^^ nemedf in bubble -wrap. She claimed to be 
H.:i: on h rt ::r later -ht- ft'ax j really ntther comfortable. She had books 



Security' men outside the warehouse in which Dr Jones barricaded herself 
i top) pretended not to hear the interview shouted across 20 yards 


Margaret Jones grew up in Hertford- 
shire. She says she was always poBtical and 
was inspired by her headmistress at gram- 
mar school, where they did such things as 
trek 26 miles for charity She went to Egypt 
and got married to a fellow lecturer in lit- 
erature. In 1983 they went to America, 
where they stayed for nine years, study- 
ing and working at various universities. 
In 1992 Margaret became a senior lectur- 
er in American literature at the Universi- 
ty of the West of England. She published 
two books, one based on her PhD thesis 
and another on feminism. She and her hus- 
band are now separated. “But we still have 
a loving relationship, it's just by tele- 
phone!" she shouts. She said that he want- 
ed to teach in Egypt and she wanted to do 
direct action in England. The two are just 
a bit incompatible. 

She gave up her job 18 months ago be- 
cause she just felt that it was no longer fill- 
filling to be a part-time ratficaL She fought 
thepoILtai,tre^)assedatStjoiiehengeand 
led protests against the veal trade. But it. 
wasn't enough. Rowland says that Mar- 
garet is a rational and scientific Marxist. 
1 thought this might be the case when she 
starting shouting about praxis. Thisistbe 
practical side of theory; the action rather 
than the talk. “This is the idea of doing 
things that arise from what you think I saw 
the issues. I saw how the police work and 
bow tiie courts always protect property: You 
think about that Ybu think about what that 
means. You go and write tetters about it 
AfterawbDe, that is no longer enough." 

Her bead bobbed It is unnerving talk- 
ing just to someone's bead The only thing 
I can reaBy say in terms of description is 
that she has a centre parting. 

She says she came to tins rather strange 
stardom by accident. She is against the ring 
road because of the development it will 
bring, more than the traffic perse. In mid- 
November she founded a camp a mile or 


so away from the Common and lived there 
in deep mud for some time. Then they 
found out the warehouse was due for de- 
molition and she and her friends decided 
to make it a squat. They snuck in through 
the roof and then, as the law dictates, after 
a few days they put up signs saying it was 
their home. The authorities were furious. 
The road has already been hideously de- 
layed, mostly by the Stop the Avon Ring 
Road (STARR) campaign and the ingenious 
legal tactics of a man named Andrew 
Nicholson. Now they also had these squat- 
ters to deal with. Then everyone but Mar- 
garet went out to get some food and the 
- security dosed in. She was trapped. 

“The thing I really want to say is that 
anyone can do this." she shouts. “I realty 
think if people feel strongly about issues 
they should get out there and do what they 
can. Direct action, if necessary. It doesnT 
take much. I want to demystify this." 
But, I shout, there is a big difference be- 
tween believing in something at weekends 
and giving everything up full-time for 
the cause. “Yes. I see what you mean, tt is 
a mental leap. 1 had to learn what was 
possible. I learned, too. I learned how to 
run a camp. How to have a balanced diet 
in the middle of a forest. How to keep 
your feet dry." 

She says that her mother always said 
that if you want to do something then you 
should do it properly. Margaret Jones has 
done this thing properly. She knows the 
laws inside ouL Up until yesterday she had 
not broken any of them. Ybsterday after her 
release, she rang me on her mobile which, 
amazingly, is still working. She was at a 
friend's home. She said a half dozen peo- 
ple bad been^ waiting for her when she was 
finally released She was happy for their 
support. She says she’s been charged 
With resisting an officer, ‘Tra going to plead 
guilty because I am. In fact, I wish every- 
one else was guilty too." 
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Disharmony 

Sin Poor Sir Dermis Stevenson 
(“Modern concerts 'boring* says 
Blair’s arts adviser”, 27 January)- 
He “works hard” all day, then 
cannot find a parking place for his 
evening concert, then finds 
modern composers “elitist and 
arrogant” and finally foils asleep 
because the concert is too long! 

What is he working at “all day" 
that makes him so tired? (Quite 
often the musicians who wDl give 
him the evening concert will also 
have been working "ail day”). He 
could perhaps get a taxi instead of 
“the hassle" of finding a parking 
place; he could perhaps attend a 
pre-concert talk where he would 
meeta composer, who is not 
necessarily “elitist and arrogant'’; 
by which time, possibly with the 
help of a coffee or a G and X he 
would be wide awake, interested 
and stimulated into list ening , 
actively, on the edge of his seat, to 
an hour and a half s music at least 

He could then have a nice meal 
by 9.30pm at the latest and go 
home. If this is not possible for him 
why is he advising our Prime 
Minister on the arts? 

BERNARD ROBERTS 
Llanbedr, Gwynedd 

Sir D ennis Stevenson talks as if he 
were the only concert-goer in the 
civilised worid. He should live 70 
miles or more from any big city for 
a year or so on a salary of, say, 
£20,000. Then he might just be 
grateful for the choice of concerts 
(boring and otherwise) he gets 
every day In London by virtue of his 
location and his undoubted wealth. 

Living around here, one is jolty 
lucky to hear a performance by a 
foil-size professional symphony 
orchestra or opera company in a 
comfortable, well-appointed venue 
more than a few times a year. To 
travel to London in time fora 
performance is virtually 
impossible for mapy people after a 
foil day's work. 

Does it not occur to him that 
many people travel from London 
suburbs to concerts and that 7pm 
would be for too eariy for them? Or 
that, for many, the price of tickets is 
high enough to preclude supper 
after the concert? 

I had hoped that a Labour 
government might have taken 
some artistic advice from ordinary 
voters, hut it goes on appointing 
the same kind of people the Tories 
did - the wealthy and powerful 
who move in restricted social 
dudes. 

PAUL DAWSON 
Ipswich. Suffolk 

Sir Thankyou for reporting Sir 
Dennis Stevenson’s timely 
comments on the contemporary 
music scene in this country. 

Real music does not need 
explanation. Does Beethoven have 
to be explained, or Bach or 
Mozart? Even "programme’’ 
music should stand in its own right 
as a musical argument. 

The main problem in your 
country (I come from America) is 
the BBC. The only composers they 
accept are those sold to them by 
the spin-doctors of the music 
profession. In the absence of any 
absolute criteria they choose those 
composers using the right sort of 
trendy gimmicky and presenting 
the right “image”. Hence so much 
work heard on the air is 
meretricious modern garbage 
written by people who should 
never call themselves composers. 
If music is any good it gets through 
to the audience on its own terms. 
ROGER de BLANCHE 
London NW7 

Wealth of learning 

Sir Jane Sutcliffe (letter, 25 
January) says she was never 
afforded the opportunity to attend 
Oxford. This is strange, as the 
opportunity is offered to aH 
without regard to social 
background or parental wealth. All 
it requires is ability. 

At least that was the case up 
until now. From this year; under 
the system Ms Sutcliffe supports, 
it is also necessary to find several 
thousand pounds to pay for the 
privilege of being educated. People 
from backgrounds like mine. 
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Staten Island Ferry No 5: A commuter sleeps on the way home to Staten Island 


whose families are not wealthy 
and who have been brought up 
with a view that debt is best 
avoided, will now be discriminated 
against, favouring the wealthy 
over the able. 

This is not the principle upon 
which most people want to see 
university education allocated, and 
it is to the detriment of society. It 
benefits us all to see the most able 
pushed to the limits of their ability 
at institutions like Oxford. 
ANTHONY POTTS 
London El4 

Tarnished Globes 

Sir The Independent is to be 
congratulated on Andrew 
G umbel’s report on the Golden 
Globes (26 January). The truth 
behind the Golden Globes is 
potentially as big a scandal as the 
current Olympic inquest, and 
when it is finally embraced by the 
media there are going to be a lot of 
red faces among those, including 
the US media, studios and agents, 
who have chosen to misrepresent 
to the public exactly what the 
Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association and the Golden Globes 
are all about 

The vast majority of journalists 
in Los Angeles who cover the film 
and television industries for the 
media outside the US are not 
members of the Hollywood 
Fbreign Press Association, nor are 
they welcome to be members. 
Sadly, many of the artists receiving 
their awards honestly believe - as 
do the majority of the global 
television audience and the 
American public - that their work 
is being honoured by aQ the foreign 
journalists based in Los Angeles. 

The studios know the truth but 
are happy with the status quo, as 
the Globes is a cheap marketing 
tool for films in release and the 
run-up to the Academy Awards 
nominations on 9 February. The 
timing of the Globes is no 
coincidence and can affect how the 
5,000-plus members of the 
Academy vote on the Oscars and 
what the public pay to see at their 
local cinemas in the coming weeks. 


Given the money involved with 
all aspects of the Golden Globes 
the odds are that most of the 
Hollywood crowd will stick their 
heads firmly in the ground and 
ignore the obvious. It is going to be 
up to the media outside the US to 
expose the Golden Globes as the 
exercise in smoke and mirrors it 
truly is. 

If changes are not made very 
soon, the Golden Globes could 
damage the Hollywood myth and 
even the Academy Awards 
themselves, both innocent 
bystanders in this unnecessary 
deception. 

CHRISTOPHER PICKARD 
Editor 

“Moving Pictures" 

Los Angeles 

Labour witch-hunt 

Sin Years ago, the Labour Party 
sacked its witcbfinders and rid 
itself of the apparatus of thought 
control New Labour now has need 
of these old instruments, carefully 
retrieved from the Chamber of 
Horrors in the basement at 


Sir: It Is good to see the Devil 
getting a makeover at last - 
both by the Vatican and in your 
Review section (28 January). 

God has bogged the 
headlines with stunning 
success in recent decades. Is 
the Almighty white or black? 
Bearded or clean-shaven? 
Male, female or neither? The 
Devil, though, while probably 
still hanging on to the best 
tones, has lost out in the 
publicity stakes until now. 
The current interest - and 
biography no less - should 
mate her extremely proud 
of herself. 

DREW CLODE 
London N 8 

Sir: If William Hague actually 
wants to do something besides 
crucify the Good Friday 
Agreement, he will push David 
THmble to implement it fay 


Mill hank Tower. The Independent 
Labour Network is to be 
proscribed, and the first of a series 
of trials will shortly break out in 
Leeds (“Labour tries to stamp out 
anti-Blair network”, 26 January) . 

But the coming purge has been 
preceded by very much more 
serious action, in the rigging of the 
electoral system to impose closed 
lists in the European elections. 
Now it will be impossible for the 
Independent Labour Network to 
field candidates in the upcoming 
elections. A new official called the 
Registrar of Political Parties has 
informed us that registration is 
precluded under the terms of the 
Registration of Political Parties 
(Prohibited Words and 
Expressions) Order 1998. 

The Independent Labour Party 
was formed in 1892, to promote 
candidates who would be 
independent of the established 
parties and defend the interests of 
the emerging Labour movement 
It is now illegal for any 
Independent Labour Party to 
present such candidates, at the 
same time that the leader of New 


Labour is seeking to annul the 
Labour Party itself by merging it 
into a new Ub-Lab alliance. 

New Labour seeks to nullify our 
traditions by coercion of its own 
people, and legal interdiction 
of all others who may offer to 
challenge it 
KEN COATES MEP 
(Nottinghamshire North & 
Chesterfield, Independent Lab) 
Mansfield. Nottinghamshire 

Race and adoption 

Sin It is not true to say that those 
of us who advocated same-race 
adoption placements believed that 
all that was needed was a black 
skin, or that we thought “What’s 
love got to do with it?” (“Secrets, 
lies and the burning need to 
discuss adoption”, 28 January). 

When Lambeth Council became 
the first local authority to 
introduce same-race placement 
we believed that considerable 
damage was bang done to black 
children by ignoring their racial 
and cultural identities. 

These policies caused a storm. 


In Brief 

setting up the frill Executive 
whether or not the IRA 
promptly disarms (“Angry 
clashes over release of terror 
inmates”, 28January) . Fbr the 
agreement’s decommissioning 
section. like it or not, provides 
only that its signatories “use 
any Influence they may have” 
to persuade the paramilitaries 
to disarm over the next two 
years. Sinn Fein’s democratic 
electoral mandate is 
unaffected by what the IRA, 
not a signatory to the 
agreement, does. 

THOMAS HUTCHISON 

McFADDEN 

Oxford 

Sin I am genuinely curious 
about why Ann Trenetnan 
keeps going on about cleaning 


toilets (“Rustic enemy No 1”, 
26 Jan.) ’Seems that 
willingness to undertake this 
(presumably arduous or 
unpleasant) task is a test of 
being a “new man”. 

I've been maintaining my 
toilet (ordinary ceramic flush 
variety) reasonably dean for 
the past several years and find 
the task no more unpleasant or 
difficult than keeping a wash 
basin clean. 

You just sprinkle in some 
deaning fluid or powder and 
scrub with a brush or abrasive 
pad. If I’ve been omitting some 
Trenemanian operation then I 
don’t see that it can be a 
particularly important one. 

Come on, Ann, explain 
yourself Have you got a 
bottom-of-the- garden earth 
closet? Or what? 

MALCOLM JACKSON 
London SE22 


industry it will notbeiodq>e^ent 

It wiflco doubtpay forresearch 
^hidi will assure us feat geneticalty 


ft r 


C WELLS 

Ruisiip, Middlesex 

Sir. Food producers are only 

• J Aa Uawif ra Ml Iftll 


those ingrecfients that make up ;] 

more than 25 per cent of the • . _ 


we are eating even if we do taketfce- 
trouble to scrutinise iabds. V - : ^ 

Will the new Shod Standards 


overcome objections from toe 

powerful foods lobby to ensweafi; • 


choice about the food they eat? •; 

This will be toe arid test that theC - 
FSAis free from food producers* ■ ‘‘ 
fn Pnpnc e and manrou l n tinnand .;■» 
that it is putting toe consumer ficsfc: 
NIGEL BED ROCK ■ 

London SWIG 

Sir: As one of Britain's dw fanffin g: . 
number of cattle keepers, Ibavea ? 
question for the Chief MedSjafc".?*. 
Officer (“Beef on bonebah'must" 
stay, says health chief” , 22 
January) . Why hasa zoonotic ; ~ 
disease (onethatfetrmisfeiTed'' i 
from pnimal to man) been 
diagnosed, when the first. 


Edward Webb 


and there has been a backlash ever 
sinre from many white, middle- 
class people who fed that they 
should have free access to acquire 
able-bodied children, blade or 
white. 

It is true that some social 
workers apjdied what to my mind 
is a political definition of black, 
rather than looking at the needs of 
the individual diiid. Bat it has to be 
said that when placing a child they 
always take into account the ability 
of the prospective adopter to 
provide love, security and stability. 

The subtext for much of the - 
recent debate is the assumption 
that white rather than black people 
can best provide those important 
requirements to black children. 
LINDA BELLOS 
London SE22 

The lariterioas the leader of 
Lambeth Council 1986-1988 

Denning’s justice 

Sir Many advocates will have 
memories of Lord Denning 
(“Denning praise”, 26 January) . 

My first s^ht of him was before his 
appointment to the High Court 
when he began to sit as Chairman 
of Quarter Sessions in Sussex. 

I had toe task of defending in a 
drink-drive case, before the advent 
of the breathalyser The issue was 
simply whether my client’s ability 
to drive was impaired by drink. 

The case hung on conflicts of 
evidence between the defendant 
and the police. At a time when 
many judges regarded it as their 
duty to support the police, Denning 
treated toe evidence with 
complete impartiality and left it 
wholly to the jury to decide. They 
acquitted. 

I was sufficiently impressed by 
this to tell a colleague, whose reply 
was: “Give him time and he will be 

like the others!" 

Lord Denning has had more 
time than most He was never like 
toe others. Perhaps his great 
achievement is that slowly and 

painfully, others have tried to be 

like him. Long may he live! 

TOMEDIE 

Fonirngbridge, Hampshire 


identify toe disease in toe 
occupationally exposed..^,.^^^^ 
Surety the so-called 
indestructible BSE patoogeai-; ’ ^ ^; £ .. 
would have been passed totoaser - 
such as daughtermenwholktyr . 
worked in an aerosol spray of these ; >t 7 . 
tissues for years. What (rfthe ^ ;' ■'•S? 1 .' 
knackermen, the hunt the nrffleis ~ : - 
who worked daily in the dust not to 
mention toe fanners? AD feese .A 
people are prone to cdtsand 
abrasions, risking direct entry kite jA ^ 
the bloodstream. , v l 

Isitnottfanetoatseridus". ; A-,; 
comsideratiopwas gventotheidea 
that this may not be an infection, ; £ . 
but the result of an environmental 
trigger; such as organopfaospfaates? W. 
JOANNA WH EATLEY - . > 0 
Maidenhead, Berkshire > . - . 

Safety first | : - 

Sin I couldn’t agree with Diana 
Lamplugh (letter, 26 January) / 
more. Being the single mother of v ~ 
three children who also works full ! 
time, I allow my children to walk •• 
home from school every night 
While toe media has a job to do 
reporting incidents which occur 7 ‘ 
rarely these incidents are blown- - 
out ofaD proportion, resulting 
in parents keeping their children i . .V 
wrapped in a mythical blanket .'Y- 
of security 

Children who are constantly 
shieldedfrum the harmful side of ■ 
life lack toe abflity to detect or 
sense trouble in its infancy. These £ 

skills have to be gently taught and '.-'m 
firmly put in perspective. v 

If more parents, teachers and . 
adults in general would help 
children to lookout for their own 
safety not onty would there be 
safety in numbers but lone, 
unhappy children would not be so 
easy to target 
Stop making it easy for the 
unspeakable to happen by blinding 

yourselves and your children to the 
world of reality by taking away 
their independence, and making 
the streets unsafe for everyone. 
BEVERLEY SMITH 
Sheffield 

Ministers’ pay check 

Sir: Surety ministers’ pay awards 
(report, 27 January) should be 
performance-linked, like teachers’ 
and nurses' pay? Targets should 
be set, such as percentage of - ^ 

manifesto pledges met and 
reduction in time waited for ' 

politicians to give straight 
answers to questions. A new . : ' VH 

regulator Ofgov, would, of course,' A ' : 
make regular inspections and • ^ 

publish its findings. 

IMOGEN COOPER 
Pittford, 

Northamptonshire 


Humans are not ready for religions of peace and joy 


I HARDLY ever turn on a television 
news programme these days for 
fear of finding myself listening to 
another devout Muslim telling me 
that we have got Islam all wrong. 
The last one I saw (by accident, on 
Newsnight, onty two days ago) en- 
capsulated everything that is nor- 
mally said by Islamic apologists. He 
said something roughly like this: 
“We Muslims are sick and tired of 
being depicted by the West as all 
fundamentalists and fanatic 
Islam is a religion of peace and joy. 
You onty have to read the Koran to 
find that out You will all come to 
realise it when Islam comes to dom- 
inate toe worid...” 

Yes, he realty did use the word 
“dominate”. I leave it to others to 
explain how a religion that seeks 
to dominate the world is also a re- 
ligion of peace and joy. But ! am the 


first to agree that all religions 
from time to time have made sim- 
ilar claims. Almost all the faiths 1 
have come across have claimed to 
be the onty true religion, and have 
also claimed to be a creed of peace 
and jay. Christianity in its dqy, has 
claimed to be a militant religion, 
though you only have to read the 
Bible to find out that Christianity 
is also a creed of peace and joy... 

The truth is that some Muslims 
are apostles of peace and joy and 
some are apostles of war terror and 
bloody reprisals. The same is true 
of Christians. You don’t have to go 
to the Verne!* to find fundamentalist 
violence. A trip to Northern Ireland 
will bring you the same treat, at less 
expense. Christian fundamentalist 
brethren are bombing, beating and 
blowing each other up there on a 
regular basis. I believe it is called 


toe “peace process”. But because 
they are so dose to us, we don't 
t hink of the people in Northern Ire- 
land as toe same kind of people as 
Islamic fundamentalists. 

In any case, what we have in 
Northern Ireland is not funda- 
mentalist Christian against un- 
believer - it’s fundamentalist. 
Christian against fundamentalist 
Christian, so that’s obviously dif- 
ferent But is it? You get toe same 
phenomenon in Islam, where Sunni 
Muslims are daggers drawn 
agai n st Shiite Muslims, much as 
Catholics and Protestants are at 
each other’s throats, or kneecaps, 
in Northern Ireland. 

There is no more natural enemy 
than a misguided neighbour There 
was a dreadful case in India the 
other day of a Christian missionary 
and his famity being set on fire and 



Miles 

Kington 

Fundamentalism gives you 
the intolerance , cruelty, 
self-righteousness and 
tunnel vision you need 

killed in their car by a Hindu mob, 
but it’s unusual to hear of Hindus 
attacking Christians. Hindus killing 


and maiming friendly neighbour- 
hood Muslims is the usual pattern. 
Even in Pakistan itself Muslims do 
not treat each other with quite the 
peace and joy the Koran recom- 
mends, and violence in Pakistan is 
now a raging problem, while in Al- 
geria devout Muslims murder each 
other with a gay abandon I would 
not wish to see turned on anyone 
else, whether Christians or atheists. 

In my more youthful days I used 
to conclude from all this that reli- 
gion was to blame, that the armies 
marching under different banners 
were driven by religion to persecute 
each other But I have changed my 
mind. I no longer believe that reli- 
gions are wrong. I think that people 
are wrong. I think that human be- 
ings are not yet ready for religion, 
which is far too good for them. The 
same thing was always true of 


Co mmunism , which would have 
worked perfectly with perfect 
people, but was inflicted on ordin- 
ary people; people like us, with all 
our propensity to be nasty brutish 
and rather short with each other; 
to use power for selfish ends and 
to use belief as a weapon to beat 
each other over the head with. 

Most of the time it is difficult to 
match people's behaviour with the 
religion they think they believe in. 
The onty Buddhist country I have 
known much at first hand, Burma, 
is governed by a bloodthirsty thug- 
gish crowd of extortionists much 
&ven to inflicting pain and torture 
on their own people in a way that 
might have made the Buddha 
wince a bit Apartheid was enthus- 
iastically backed by the established 
South African church. The Islamic 
impact of Taliban on Afghanistan 
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wnytney invented fundamentalism. 

carft handle religion properly. 
Evmyone can get to grips^fi 
fundamentalism after onty a few 
basic lessons. Whether 

Catholic or Protestant, 
fundamentalism gives you the in- 
townee, e nielty selfiighteous- 

vision yew need. 
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New Labour should 
avoid snuggling up 
to the unions again 

WHEN THE former trade and industry secretary, Peter 
Mandelson. addressed the Trades Union Congress last year, 
he had one important and persuasive message. He told 
delegates that it was time to clear their minds of the notion 
Hist die interests of employers and employees are neces- 
sarily Hi conflict. They had to understand that all the stake- 
holders in nr. enterprise stood to gain from its success. He 
p.oi pfcasc it quite like tliat, but that was.the gist - and 
a .'p>.*L-tacisJar piece of ideological cheek it was. For a Labour 
cabinet minister to tell the union movement that the prin- 
ciple on which it was founded is bunk was quite something. 

But it was the right thing to say and, whatever the fail- 
ings that pushed Mr Mandelson from office, his message 
should be passed on. In tliat context the publication yes- 
terday of the Fairness at Work Bill should be seen as being 
at a tangent la the central issues of the modern workplace. 
Most of the measures contained in it are reasonable - even 
"fair" - compromises that represent a rebalancing of the 
dangerously tilted structures of industrial relations left over 
from the Thatcher era. Who could argue against restrict- 
ing the right to dismiss workers •‘unfairly"? Who could 
disagree that, if more than 50 per cent of a workforce vote 
on ;» reasonable turnout to be represented by a union, they 
should be entitled to be so? 

Bm " o should beware of thinking that these basic safe- 
guards k:ive anything to do with the real issues of competitive 
uivaritu'sa anil the success of enterprises, which depend 
««r. their culture, skills and the ability to innovate. Many of 
the forward' -looking unions and their leaders recognise that 
they new have a much smaller role than they had in the 
past, i jid that their best hope of influence is to support flex- 
ibility and risk-taking. 

Ib.il there are disturbing signs that the Government, for 
e’’ it.-. :\e\v Labour modernisation Muzak, is snuggling 
c' , r.:ln:'t:!t»iy into an unspoken compact. It has given the 
'.T.vrns new representation rights and has shut up about the 
p.?r cent union block vote at Labour conferences - in 
lb:- a qufat life on public sector pay, and union votes 
. ’’ • !•>:• the Prime Minister's candidate to lead the Welsh 

7”/- :s bad for both sides. If the new TVade and Industry 
?•. •: :v Stephen Byers, is famous for one thing, it is telling 

-:w lists in a seafood restaurant in Blackpool that 
L..ivn>r should cut iLs links with the unions. He should say 
it a-.'.nir. and this time in public. Instead of yesterday’s candy- 
pi-'asc-ai! about family-friendly policies, it would have 
preferable to hear the Mandelson message from Mr 
5>. *r.s. 7?« interests of workers and bosses are not opposed 
Byers should say that again, too. If the Government 
cwr.n.vt speak the truth to its paymasters, when it is win- 
”if. wlior. will it? 



Food for thought as 
you devour breakfast 

THE EUROPEAN Parliament’s vote to ban battery hen 
terming should be applauded as a small but significant step 
in the protection of animals from cruelty. But why should 1 
it take 10 years to eliminate this unpleasant and unnecessary 
form of industrialised food production? "To give egg pro- 
ducers time to adapt”, we are tdd, as if poultry fanners were 
a primitive form of life that will take mflKons of years to evolve 
into a more intelligent species. 

When agriculture ministers meet to consider the par- 
liament’s recommendation, Nick Brown should argue for 
a quicker phase-out This is a simple moral decision; it will 
cost the consumers of Europe more - but only fractionally 
more, and certainly not enough to justify a decade’s delay. 

Generally, this newspaper argues for less state inter- 


vention in the heavily subsidised European food market, 
and for abolishing the Common Agricultural Policy. But this 
is a classic example of a case where a free market requires 
state action. Consumers need full information if markets 
are to work efficiently. Most consumers do not know the con- 
ditions in which their eggs are produced, or they are misled 
by “term fresh” labels, or just buy the cheapest 

Free markets take no account of the interests of animals. 
All markets must operate under the constraints of ethical 
laws; the issue here is where to draw the line. 

Nor should eggs be the end of the line. There are many 
more causes of avoidable animal suffering, and we have not 
finished with breakfast yet For all our moral outrage over 
fox-hunting and seal culls, there seems predous little in- 
dignation, to spare for the cruelty inflicted on a grand scale 
on the animals we use for food. It is not just eggs, but also 
chicken meat, pork and, to a lesser extent, beef and cows' 
milk. How many rashers of intensively reared bacon would 
you like with your free-range eggs? 


Better by design 


FORD IS buying Volvo’s car-making business. Bad news 
for dummies. But some commentators also argue that this 
is another step on the road to the bland, one-style-fits-all- 
markets '‘world car”. They’re wrong. Ford won’t mess with 
a marque so successful among, well the Volvo-owning 
classes. Vblvos will still come from Sweden; they will be 
“safe”. Ford will help Volvo to survive by sharing its vast 
engineering resources, \folvo is a small player, making 400,000 
cars a year to Ford's 7 million. It matters little if a Volvo 
shares a wiper motor or a floorpan with a Mondeo. It can 
still be distinctive, justas Saabs, owned by General Motors 
and related to \fouxhalls, are. Volvo already collaborates with 
Mitsubishi It has shared engine development with Peugeot 
and Renault Globalisation is older than people think, and 
it is intensifying- Butit is not the end of good design. Volvo, 
like Jaguar before it, has little to fear from Uncle Henry." 


c ry Europhiles may be heroic but 
are stuck in a terrible hole 
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tactical dilemma. In an interview 
with me for Radio 4’s Week in 
Westminster last night. Michael 
Heseltine gave the clearest indication 
of how he and his senior colleagues 
planned to tackle it. He was speaking 
for several senior allies, as well as him- 
self! as he confirmed that they met 
regularly to discuss tactics. 

In the interview. Heseltine implied 
WitiLim Hague was an irrelevance in 
this debate. Hague was leader of the 
Opposition, not the Prime Minister. 
Conveniently this avoids spending 
too much lime attacking your own 
tender. Instead the Heseltine gaze 
focused entirely on Tony Bbir. 

The Prime Minister was displaying 
“weak leadership” on Europe. 
Heseltine declared. He and his Tory 
colleagues were wailing for a signal 
from him to step up their campaign 
in favour of joining the euro. He said 
Linteliskigly that, if Blair were to 
back die curu unequivocally, “all sorts 
of things would happen". Specifically 
he called for the referendum before 
the genera! election, convinced that 
.in alliance linking Heseltine. Clarke 
via Ash dawn to Blair and the Cabinet 
v.nukl be winn able. 

Or. the surface this ali sounds very 
tempting. Tony Blair tuis had the 
pro ■ European Tories in his sights for 
sever.*.! yearn. Blair's co-architect in 
the realignment pruject, Paddj’ .Ash- 
down. hn^ been quite open about it. 
'The Tory parly will split and Europe 
-.v:’,'. be the catalyst." he told me soon 
after the election. A ntisjudged fiirt- 
at icr, trrk place a year ago, when Blair 
raised the pro ^pcct of co-operation in 
a y:?eec Ii witlicui giving Headline and 



Steve 

Richards 

The present may he 
bad but the future is 
looking ei>eti u/orse for 
pro-European Tories 

co any advance warning (although 
Ken Clarke did have a meeting with 
the Foreign Office minister Derek 
Hatchett, shortly afterwards >. The 
moment appears to be drawing nearer 
now with the former Deputy Prime 
Minister crying out for Blair to let 
them all make common cause. 

But my reading of the pro- 
European Tories' strategy is very 
different to those who predict a 
profound reshaping of party politics 
in Britain. The big Tory stars do not 
want to leave their party, nor do they 
see any hope of changing it before a 
referendum. But if a referendum 
were to be won. they are rightly con-, 
vinced that the dynamics within the 
Tory party would change dramatically. 

Once the voters had declared in 
favnur of EMU, they could seize their 
moment to bring the Conservative 


party to its senses. In the circum- 
stances of a “Yes" vote, Hague would 
have to resign or declare that he 
accepted the verdict of the referen- 
dum, removing the barrier that keeps 
pro-Europeans out of the frontline. If 
Hague were to stand down, no can- 
didate could credibly bid for the lead- 
ership by arguing against the verdict 
of the electorate in a referendum. For 
the first time for years, the Europhiles 
would be in the driving seat 

As Heseltine is convinced that an 
early referendum is winnable, it is 
hardly surprising he is pressing for 
one to be held before the election. “Get 
us out of our misery," he is pleading 
to Blair, as well as reiterating strongly 
held beliefs. For a victorious referen- 
dum holds out the prospect of a re- 
vived Tbiy party, purged of its extreme 
scepticism. The pro-European Tories 
are not interested in becoming fellow 
navigators on the road to a centralist 
realignment. They are interested in 
transforming the Conservatives from 
within. Whining a referendum would 
be their means to bring this about. 

So Blair should be wary of the 
potential for political dividends arising 
from the Heseltine overture. Indeed 
it is quite possible - for this govern- 
ment can visualise the chessboard 
moves ahead of mere mortal 
strategists - that Blair will conclude 
the overtures should be ignored 
altogether if the star Tories are not 
going to defect, he may not wish to be 
the unwitting instrument of a revived 
pro-European Tory party after a ref- 
erendum. Instead, he may consider it 
more tactically useftti to tease out the 
tensions within the Tory party for 


several more years, aware that only 
a referendum would resolve them. 

What is depressing is that the 
tactics on all sides wfl] dictate Britain’s 
approach to the single currency. It is 
nonsense to suggest , as the Govern- 
ment does, that entry will be recom- 
mended when the economic benefits 
are “dear and unambiguous". The 
economic case is a factoc but there will 
never be a dear and unambiguous 
moment In economics there never is. 
In reality entry will occur when the 
political benefits are dear-cut The ges- 
ture of friendship from Ttey EurophOes 
is not dear or unambiguous enough. 

Nearly always in Britain's rela- 
tionship with Europe, internal politics 
has mattered more than the country’s 
immediate and long-term interests, 
whether it was Harold Wilson 
pretending to be opposed to entering 
the Common Market or Margaret 
Thatcher arguing in favour of Britain 
joining the European Monetary 
System (as she did when leader of the 
opposition in the late Seventies, but 
only to make the Labour govern- 
ment appear economically weak). 

Now the most distinguished and 
charismatic politicians of our age; from 
Blair to Heseltine. believe Britain 
should join the single currency, and 
yet we have no idea when or even if 
this will arise. One of the reasons for 
the doubts is that the charismatic 
politicians come from different parties 
and have every intention of staying in 
them after the battle, which tem- 
porarily unites them, has been won 

The writer is political editor of the 
‘New Statesman' 


Q UOTE OF THE DAY 

"l want to repay Geoffrey Robinson’s loan 
because that’s the right thing to do.” 

Peter Mandelson, 

firmer Secretary of State for Trade and Industry 

T HOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

**A man can do what he wants, 
but not want what he wants ” 

Artur Schopenhauer, 

German philosopher 
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monitor 

all the news of the world 
Comment on Indonesia's tentative offer 
of independence for East Timor 


morning Western supporter. If 
□ur government is committed 
to democracy and human 
rights, why aren't we leading 
instead of following Australia? 
The Press. New Zealand 


INDONESIA TROTTED out the 
same old line as colonial gov- 
ernments of the past Look at 
the roads and the civic build- 
fags constructed under Indo- 
nesian rule. Look how much 


more money Jakarta spent on 
East Timor than the neglectful 
former colonial power; 
Portugal. The argument is 
based on the superior belief 
that the people of East Timor 
are too poor, too culturally 
backward and too divided to 
rule themselves. But, in this 
game of saving face, Indonesia 
is prepared to lose no more. It 
is the last card Indonesia has 
left to play. 

Sydney Morning Herald, 
Australia 


AT A TIME when the country 
feces growing internal turmoil, 
the realisation that within • 
Indonesia the campaign to 
integrate East Timor has tittle 
public support is vital Indo- 
nesian indications of a change 
in policy on East Timor are wel- 
come, butit is a welcome tem- 
pered by the knowledge that its 
rule there has been bloody and 
unforgiving. The East Timor- 
ese struggle would seem to be 
far from over 
The Age, Australia 


Monday's earthquake devastated the Colombian city 
of Armenia and surrounding towns and villages. 
Over 1,000 are feared dead and many thousands are 
homeless. No-one knows how many are trapped 
beneath toe rubble. 

Colombian Red Cross-trained volunteers were the 
first on the scene, searching for survivors and caring 
for the injured. But with emergency facilities badly 
damaged, they need your help now to provide food, 
medical aid. tents and generators. 

Please help. Fill in the coupon below or call us with 
your donation today. 


British Bed Cross 

nogtafcnoi cnaniy Ms 




Yes, I want to help the people of Colombia. 

I endow a cheque/ postal order i payable to British Red h i 

□t250' □ £30 □ £30 □ £25 Other £ 
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Pandora 


BBCS'S CONTROVERSIAL fly- 
on-the-wall documentary 
series, Mersey Blues 
continues to raise Pandora’s 
well -plucked eyebrows. The 
show is supposed to illustrate 
the difficult job the police 
have on the front line, but 
instead it is developing into a 
version erf The Keystone 
Cops. Wednesday night’s 
episode was a real classic. It 
starred a Eat, hard-bitten cop 
tucking into plates of Chinese 
food. But the gourmet 
Detective Inspector; Elmore 
“Elly" Davies, is currently 
residing at Her Majesty’s 
Pleasure for perverting the 
course of justice. 


THE EVIDENCE at Elly’S 
trial included his tape- 
recorded boast that his 
back “injury” would allow 
him to retire early “on a 
nice pension - £500 a week 
in my hand just for sitting 
on my extremely fat arse”. A 
spokesman for the Mersey- 
side Police told Pandora 
tbat the programme had not 
affected morale in the force; 
"We haven’t had any 
adverse reaction. In fact, 
most people think that it 
shows a group of dedicated, 
hard-working officers who 
are very committed to the 
job they do.” 


JOHNNY DEPP has developed 
a weakness for the mind- 
bending drink absinthe, the 70 
per cent proof liquor popular 
among deep thinkers in 19th- 
century Paris. Depp ordered 
two crates of the drink before 
Chris tmas and another five 
this week. He sent some to 
his newest best friend. 

Hunter S Thompson. A music 
PR was later on the phone to 
Thompson, as he proceeded 
to drink the green liquid while 

describing its exact effects. 

Those responsible for i 

bringing the drink 

back into circulation 

are the founders of V 

The Idler magazine. L _ 

who are putting * ‘ 


Third Way rather than a 
history of Scandinavian 
glamo ur. 


further evidence of the 

music world’s 
disenchantment with Cool 
Britannia was to be found at 
the NME Premier Awards. 
Pandora was among the 
audience at the Virgin 
Haymarket, to see the music 
paper’s documentary. It 
included a criticism of the 
Government on tuition fees 
and welfare reform. The 
thrusting audience was told 
that Ibny Blair was “invited 
to comment on criticism of 
government policy but 
declined to take part”. Not so. 
Downing Street told Pandora. 
“If we bad been asked to 
comment on these issues we 
would have done.” But NMETs 
editor, Steve Sutherland, was 
adaman t that an honest 
approach had been made, 
telling Pandora: “We did all 
that we could to get the 
Prime Minis ter on." 


A FRESH look at one Liberal 
Democrat internal party 
contest held last year gives 
an interesting slant to the 
race to succeed Paddy 
Ashdown. Results for the 
1998 (federal Executive, an 
important steering group 
for the party, show the 
Taunton MR Jackie Ballard, 
topping the poll over 33 
other candidates. As 
Pandora has already 
pointed out, Ballard is a 
good bet to enter the race, 
but what of front-runner 
Charles Kennedy? Although 
succeeding in getting 
elected to the executive 
body which runs elections 
on an STV basis. Kennedy 
comes in behind Old liberal 
stalwart Tony Greaves. A 
fine achievement for 
Greaves, considering 
^ that his election 
A literature was 
withdrawn by the 
™ executive’s 
adjudicators. 


advertising 
slogans such 
as "Tonight 
we’re gonna 
party like it’s 


market 
think-tank 
the Social 
Market 
Foundation 
might at first 
sight set 
pulses racing. 
However, "The 
rise and Gall of 
the Swedish 
model” by 
Mauricio Rojas 
promises more 
than R is. The 
racy tome 
documents the 
fortunes of 
Sweden's 
version of the 
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CANDY 

ATHERTON, 
Labour MP 
for Falmouth 
and 

Cranborne, 
has eschewed 
the boring 
business of flat- 
sharing in 
favour of a 50ft 
narrowboat, to 
be moored as 
close as 
possible to the 
House of 
Commons 
without 

upsetting the view 
from the Speaker’s 
apartments. The 
boat, currently 
jammed between two 
French naval vessels 
close to Pandora at 
Canary Wharf, will 
be named The 
Honourable Lady. 

Contact Pandora at 

pandora® 

mdependenLco.uk 


Is child abuse ever a laughing matter? 


WHY DO you wrap hamsters in sel- 
lotape? How do they know Lord 
Mountbatten had dandruff? Pae- 
dophilia, eh? Pretty big word - for 
an eight-year-old. What does gay 
stand for? A Jew, a hunchback and 
a lesbian go into a taxidermist’s... 

You would think that no one 
would bother getting worked up 
about jokes in bad taste. They are 
probably as ancient as the world, 
and whether you don't mind listen- 
ing to them or think them boringly 
puerile, it must be admitted that 
they sere some kind of deep psy- 
chic need. Maybe to exorcise the 
demons, maybe to deal with some 
terrible facts on a human scale; in 
ary case, it’s probably best to ignore 
them. They’re not going to go away 

It was surprising to hear; then, 
that a humorous column in the 
medical press has created an out- 
cry. If bad taste jokes are common 
in the world at large, they are more 
or less ubiquitous among doctors, 
who need to be robust about the 
macabre, and often do it by joking 
about the patient whose leprous fin- 
ger dropped into the tea, or the one 



Philip 

Hensher 

Jokes about horrible 
subjects are only 
distasteful if the result 
doesn’t work as comedy 

on the doorstep in my dressing 
gown...”). It is absurd to suggest 
that the quality of professional care 
is diminished by the callous talk in 

the pub after work; it would be near- 
er the mark to think that black hu- 
mour makes it easier to do the job. 

All the same, there are Emits, and 
the column in the magazine Hospi- 


bottom (“You see, doctor; I slipped Supposedly the diary of a fictitious 


registrar; Dave Grout, it has caused 
a furore by going into the fraught 
area of child abuse. In one of Grout's 
adventures he gatecrashed a (firmer 
party and gave an 11 -year old girl - 
“a decent bit of totty obviously four 
des my pants off” -vodka andmar- 

guana, failing to seduce her only 
because she started vomiting. 

The column was quickly axed, 
and a line of people eagerly began 
giving their condemnations to the 
newspapers. Jenny Eclair gave a 
useful list of subjects she would 
never joke about, and expected no 

one else to joke about either- “cot 

drink driving; child abuse. 
Aids... dead babies, poorly babies, 
mpTringitis -anything fike that” Her 
list seems unnecessarily austere, 
and everyone knows that Aids, in 
particular; breeds a sort of gallows 
humour which can hardly be 
condemned. 

The conventional tfrfag to say 
here is that it’s aO right to joke about 
your own condition - for blind peo- 
ple to talk about Guide Cats for the 
Blind, or for someone who is HIV 
positive to reminisce about that 
slimming biscuit in the 1970s called 


Ayds - but not for anyone else. 


But I think it’s rather less com- 
fortable than that The truth is that 

it’s all right to make jokes about 
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and only distasteful and deplorame w hen I went to see 


“Dare Grout" column is deplorable 
and offensive, not because its: sub- 
ject is an ll-year-old girt, but be- 
cause it’s no good. If the anecdote 
were about a girl twice the age, rt 
would be no funnier, and no less of- 
fensive; conversely if it were well 


I couldn’t find anything to wankover 
in Schnwfler's List” 

The awfol feet ^ that Brown, a 
much mare techmcalfy adroit co- 
median than Manning, is genuine- . 
ty extremely funny.- I^^» lt?s- ; 


child abuse would not really stop 

people laughing at it 

The test case, of course, is 
Bernard Manning- who many peo- 
ple quite rightly find extremely of- 
fensive. But it’s easy to draw the 
wrong lesson from the grisly speo- 
tade of Manning on stage; to as- 
sume that he's not funny because his 
subject matter is not and never 
could be funny. The truth is that 
forming isn't funny because he 
isn’t a particularly remarkable co- 
median, and, not bring funny, he 
sounds like a demagogue. 

There are certainly far more ex- 
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thnn Maipfaft making a joke, here, 
not about the Holocaust, but. about 
the multi-million dollar pfeties of ; : 
Hollywood: But I wouldtft bet chit; 

nor would I bet thathe would be in- 
capable of making his amfience - 
laugh with jokes even abouL“dead • ; 
babies, poorty babies, menm^tis” 
The terrible fact is that, al- 
though we might hope always to 
turn away from jokes about <±3d , 
abuse, there is always the danger 
that, in the middle of saying *1 just 
don’t think that is at all a musing , 
to tell you the truth — "wemayfind - 
ourselves at the hideous giggfing 
mercy of what is, quite suddenly a : 
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After 350 years, we should 
sort out the Lords - again 


THREE HUNDRED and fifty years 
ago this week, on 30 January 1649, 
Charles I was executed outside the 
Banqueting House in Whitehall. 
There was little jubilation among 
those present, rather a feeling that 
such unpleasantness could have 
been avoided if the King had been 
less intransigent when confronted 
with a genuinely reformist parlia- 
ment Six weeks later the House of 
Lords was abolished by a majority 
vote in the Commons. 

Rather than resolving the prob- 
lem of who ran the country, the 
events of 1649 sparked a furious de- 
bate at all levels as to how the new 
constitution should operate. From 
the Diggers, who took Cromwell's 
idea of a “commonwealth” at face 
value, to the Lords themselves, who 
argued that executing the Eng had 
somehow gone against the natural 
God-given order of things, the Eng- 
lish struggled for right years with the 
hitherto uncharted practicalities of 
how to run a society along demo- 
cratic lines. Wrious compromises 
between the old and the new were 
tried but, once Cromwell had died, 
a vacuum of power appeared and in 
1660 the monarchy returned with the 
House of Lords in tow. 

Abolition, done in haste, proved 
to be a mistake. Charles n cele- 
brated his restoration in the same 
Banqueting Hall from which his 
father had emerged to be executed, 
but the age of absolutism was oven 
The upheavals of the 1640s had put 
Englan d firmly on the road to gov- 
ernment by parliament 

This month, in London, a group 
of land reformers gathered under 
the banner “Diggers 350” to discuss 
and celebrate the events of 1649, par- 
ticularly the cultivation of waste 
land by the Digger community on St 
George's HOI in Weybridge. One of 
the radical aspirations of the Eng- 
lish Revolution was the removal of 



BILLY BRAGG 

Ir's time to do away 
with the notion of an 
‘Upper House ' and all 
its patriarchal baggage 


the “Norman yoke", based upon 
the notion that before 1066. the 
Anglo-Saxons had lived as free cit- 
izens, governing themselves. The 
Norman Conquest deprived them of 
tins liberty and established the alien 
tyranny of feudalism. 

Ihis belief is not borne out by his- 
tory. Just as the British invented 
baseball whereas the Americans 
were clever enough to codify it so 
aloose feudalism had been practised 
in England before the Normans 
came in and enshrined the system 
in law. Before the Conquest the 
country was administered by eoi- 
dormen, each of whom was in 
charge of a shire. After the Battle of 
Hastings these local lords were re- 
placed by the friends of WflHam L 

However; the notion that Anglo- 
Saxon Institutions had been essen- 
tially democratic persisted, lb the 


Even toe barons themselves were 
not above evoking a pre-Norman 
utopia. At Runnymeade in 1215, 
they called on King John to re- 
establish toe rights of free men as 
they had been in the time of Edward 
the Confessor By pointing to this 
tradition, the radicals of the 1646s 
were able to shake off toe accusation 
that they were dangerous innovators 
and insist that they merely desired 
to restore ancient rights. 

Thus, all the way back to the 
Magna Carta, there is a continuity 
of dissent and reform in this coun- 
try that continues to frame toe as- 
pirations of modem campaigners. 
Charter 88 tabes its name in part 
from the Chartist movement of the 
mid 19to century and this year the 
Common Sense Club will be mount- 
ing a campaign to have a statue of 
Tom Paine erected in London. 

While their Lordships encour- 
age deference to custom and prac- 
tice, it is this rival tradition of 
initiation that has bronghtprogres- 
sive change to our society. 

Personally, I am opposed to toe 
idea of a house of nominees and trust 
that the Royal Commission will 
equip whoever replaces the hered- 
itaries with a democratic mandate. 
However; I fed toe time has come 
to do away with the notion of an 
“Upper House" and all the patriar- 
chal baggage that goes along with 
it Once we remove the titled from 
their benches, “House of Lords” 
loses all its meaning. Let's not re- 
place them with a “House of Peers". 
Why are we so psychologically at- 
tached to the notion of an “upper" 
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The abolition of the Lords followed swiftly oil Charles Ts death 
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snoozingthefr way through debates. 
I am not, however; suggesting that 
we should abandon toe bi-cameral 
system of government, merely that 
reform can be achieved without 
having to create a democratic rep- 
lica of toe present arrangements. 

Wbuld it not be possible to set the 
Law Lords up in a supreme court, 
send toe bishops home to their 
parishes and give toe importantjob 
of revising government legislation to 
the proposed regional assemblies in 
England and the national pariia- 
mentemScotiand and Wdes?Ify giv- 
ing each region its own senate, with 
a dearly defined role of revising par- 
liamentary legislation, we could 
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French in the legislative language 
of England gave an edge to their de- 
mands; with the presence in the 
House of Lords of toe remnants of 
King William's feudal aristocracy, 
ranting against toe “Norman Yoke" 
had contemporary resonance. 


from the people by appearing to be 
“above" toe House of Commons? 

Fbr more than a century now. sov- 
ereign power has rested solely with 
the Commons, and toe idea of a sen- 
ior chamber brings with it stale im- 
ages of superannuated politicians 


arise if two democratically elected 
national assemblies meet simultan- 
eously in the capital 

The fifty senators sitting in each 
region would be linked by inform- 
ation technology for their daily de- 
liberations, constituting a debating 


“chamber” of around 400 members 
(considerably fewer than the present 
House of Lords). Such a plan would 
decentralise toe legislative process 
and offer toe benefits of devolution 
to the English shires. With elections 
by proportional representation in toe 
middle of parliamentary terms, this 
could invigorate local political de- 
bate. It would give the marginalised 
reacts a voice alongside the metro- 
politan riite who currently make up 
so much of our political class. Some 
of our enlightened noblemen migh t 
even care to put themselves before 
the electorate. 

It would be a fine irozty if the pow- 
ers of toe House of Lords, whose 
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mocratic rights of local government 
in the 1980s, should be superseded 
by elected local officials, men and 
women who would be the 21st- 
centiny equivalent of the ealdormen, 
those local representatives of our 
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f AS YOU know, I have 
been in Mexico, to cele- 
brate toe conclusion of 
the Special Assembly 
for America of the Synod of 
Bishops. The purpose of that 
meeting was to prepare toe 
Church to enter toe new mil- 
lennium and to encourage a 
new sense of solidarity among 
the peoples of the continent 
Now I am happy to bring this 
message to mid-America, on 
the banks of the Mississippi, in 
this historic city of St Louis, the 
gateway to toe WfesL 
As pastor of the universal 
Church, I am particularly 
happy to greet the Catholic 
community of the Archdiocese 
of St Louis, wi to its rich spirit- 
ual heritage and its dynamic 
traditions of service to those in 
need I am looking forward to 
being with the priests, deacons, 
religious and laity of this local 
church, which has exercised 
such influence on toe history 
of the Midwest 
Although St Louis is the 
only place I am able to visit at 
this time, I feel close to all toe 
Catholics of the United States. 
I express nty friendship and es- 
teem for my fellow Christians, 
for the Jewish community in 
America, for our Muslim 


brothers and sisters. I express 
my cordial respect for people 
of all religions and for every 
person of good will. 

As history fe retold, the 
name of St Louis will be for 
ever linked to the first 
transatlantic flight and to the 
immense human endeavour 
and daring behind the name 
The Spirit of St Louis. 

Ybu are preparing fbr the 
bicentennial of toe Louisiana 
Purchase, made in 1804 by 
president Thomas Jefferson. 
That anniversary presents a 
challenge of religious and civic 
renewal to the entire commun- 
ity. Itwillbe toe opportunity to 
reassert “The Spirit of St 
Louis” and to reaffirm the gen- 
uine truths and values of the 
American experience. 

There are times of trial 
tests of national character in 
toe history of every country. 
America has not been immune 
to them. One such time of trial 
is closely connected with St 
Louis. Here, the famous Dred 
Scott case was heard. And in 
that case the Supreme Court of 
the United States subsequently 
declared an entire class of 
human beings - people of 
African descent - outside the 
boundaries of the national 



PODIUM 

John Paul II 

Taken from a speech 
given by the Pope 
at Lambert Airport, 

St Louis during his 
visit to the US 

community and toe Constitu- 
tion’s protection. 

After untold suffering and 
with enormous effort, that sit- 
uation has, at least in part, been 
reversed. America fares a sim- 
ilar time of trial today. Today; 
the conflict is between a culture 
that affirms, cherishes and 
celebrates the gift of life, and 
a culture that seeks to declare 
entire groups of human beings 
- the unborn, the terminally iQ, 
toe handicapped and others 


considered “unuseful” - to be 
outside the boundaries of l egal 
protection. Because of the 
seriousness of the issues in- 
volved, and because of Amer- 
ica’s great impact on the world 
as a whole, toe resolution of 

this new time of tes ting wjjj 
have profound conseque nces 
for the century whose thresh- 
old we are about to cross. 

My fervent prayer is that 
through toe grace of God at 
work in the lives of Americans 

of every race, ethnic group, 
economic condition and creeit 
America will resist toe culture 
of death and choose to stand 
steadfastly on the side of life 

To choose life-aslwroteii 

this year’s message for the 
World Day of Peace - involves 
rejecting every form of vio- 
lence: the violence of poverty 
and hunger; which oppresses 
so many human befogs; the 
violence of armed conflict 
which does not resolve but 
only increases divisions and 
tensions; the violence of par 
ticularfy abhorrent weapons 
such as anti-personnel mines - 
the violence of drug trafficking: 
the violence of racism; and 
toe violence of mindless dam- 
age to the environment 

Only a higher moral vision 


can motivate the choice for life. - 
And the values underlying that • 

visirawfll greatly depend on 
whether toe nation continues ' 
to honour and revere the family ■ 

as the basic unit of sodetythe --- 

fom^-teadieroflove.s^vice, 
.mdersiamling and fo^jve- . 
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A new line in hypocrisy 


COMMENT/5 





Deborah Orr 

Labour's attitude 
to transport policy is a 
classic example of the 
new cocaine socialism 
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was good to see old Jarvis 
- i^ aWv. ^ oc ^ er stick his head above the 
-•• parapet again this week, choosing 
to expand on his theory of cocaine 
socialism at the NME Premier 
Awards on Tuesday night First 
formulated in a track of the same 
name for his latest album. This Is 
Hardcore, his argument is that 
champagne socialism has been 
superseded under New Labour by 
something far more pernicious. Co- 
caine socialism, then, is the politics 
of selfishness, and it is thus named 
after the overwhelming do-as-I- 
say-not-as-l-do self-absorption that 
is one of the most noticeable be- 
.havioural characteristics of some- 
' one on a cocaine high. 

Jarvis, of course, knows where- 
of he speaks, and has himself dis- 
played some of the attitudes of the 
cocaine socialist - not least in the 
replacement of Sarah, his girlfriend 
through the bad times before fame 
came along, with the teenage actor 
and model Chloe Sevigny. In feet, his 
behaviour is entirely consistent 
with his new ideology. Bearing in 
mind the massive majority of the 
New Labour Government it is to be 
assumed that we're all cocaine 
socialists now. 

Nowhere is this more apparent 
than in New Labour attitudes to 
$*ansport policy among both the 
tiffidals and the voters. Chief of- 
fender among the administrators is 
Lord de Ramsey. His position as 
chairman of the Environmental 
Agency means that he is Britain's 
number one pollution watchdog, 
and might therefore be expected to 
spearhead the Government's stated 
polity of getting people out of their 
private cars and on to public 
transport 

Utters an round'fhen, when the 
papers reported this week that 
while His Lordship does indeed set 
an example by commuting on the 
train from his Cambridgeshire 
estate to London’s King's Cross 
station, this example is somewhat 
sullied by the fact that his chauffeur 
sets out from his home in Reading 
in a Ford Scorpio diesel so that he 
can pick his master up from the 
station and drive him on a 20- 
.*'unute trip through rush-hour traf- 
fic to his office in MDlbank Tower. 

The Ihzy-appointed peer refused 
to be interviewed, but a spokesman 
declared: “Lord de Ramsey is per- 



A monument to car culture: Carhenge. built by American farmer Jim Reinders in Nebraska, duplicates Stonehenge, except that it’s made entirely from cars 
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fectly entitled to use a car. It 
stretches credulity to suggest he 
should be seen standing at a bus 
stop." He may have been appointed 
by his chum John Major, but since 
we’re all expected to take this 
enormous line he's offered us, we 
can mark Lord de Ramsey down as 
an instinctive cocaine socialist all 
the same. 

More amusing still is David 
Begg. the messianic anti-car 
campaigner. Edinburgh City coun- 
cillor and sometime chief adviser to 
John Prescott One of the main ar- 
chitects of the recent White Paper 
that outlined the Government's 
strategy for getting people on to 
public transport, Begg is a hate 
figure in Edinburgh because of his 
hard-line policies which are entirely 
geared towards getting cars out of 
the city altogether. 

So apocalyptic is his future vision 
of the car that he makes farmer Jim. 
the farmer in Ohio who has dedi- 
cated his recent years to building 
and maintaining "Car Henge", an 
exact replica of Stonehenge but built 
using the cars he wishes would dis- 
appear off the face of the planet, 
seem perfectly normal. 

Begg appeared on Scottish tele- 


vision earlier this week warning of 
a “traffic time bomb” and declaring- 
“1 don’t want to ban cars, but if we 
are not successful in reducing car 
use. then that is one of Lbe Dra- 
conian measures which we will 
have no choice but to implement 1 ' 
Ffew people remained untouched 
by irritation when the stunningly 
self-righteous Begg threw away his 
own car keys last year in a publicity 
stunt to promote a pollution-free 
Edinburgh. Since then, he's claimed 
that he has never, ever used a car. 
This was proved to be just another ' 
big fat line when it was revealed that 
Begg had run up a £500 taxi bill at 
the council's expense. 

We’d all naturally be much more 
keen to give up our cars if free taxis 
became available to us, but it’s 
hard to see how this might bring 
down pollution, particularly when 
taxis, just like Lord de Ramsey’s 
Scorpio, run on the (fiesel feel that’s 
so much more damaging to the en- 
vironment t h an unleaded petroL 
Meanwhile, John Prescott him- 
self snorts suspiciously when re- 
minded that it may be time for him 
to give up his Jaguar even if he per- 
sonally launched last summer’s in- 
tegrated transport policy and, more 


recently, the Alternative Traffic in 
Tbwns initiative, which aims to ban 
all but low-emission electric- and 
gas-driven vans, cars and buses 
from city centres. Even the God of 
Green Living, Jonathon Porritt, 
who wants private cars banned en- 
tirely from motorways, admits that 
while he doesn't own a car himself, 
he does borrow his wife's tittle 
runaround to do the shopping. 

But when it comes to hypocrisy 
and bloody-mindedness on the 
roads, we, the public, are the worst 
offenders. Ffew people could have re- 
mained entirety unrepelled by the 
launch this week of the world’s first 
hermetically sealed baby buggy. It 
has a pollution-proof passenger 
capsule, plus a filter adapted from 
those used in the masks worn by 
firemen. Its battery-driven fan sucks 
air though the filter and pumps 160 
litres of cleaned air a minute into the 
baby's plastic cocoon. 

Despite its £500 price tag, the 
Baby+Air pushchair is rolling off its 
Warwickshire production line at a 
rate of 1,000 a month, and is already 
in stock at Mbthercare. Its inventor; 
Stephen Ku ester, believes he's on 
to a winner, for parents are be- 
coming increasingly anxious about 


their children's asthma. The figures 
are certainty sobering. The number 
of children with asthma has doubled 
in a decade. More than a fifth of 
under-fives were diagnosed with it 
last year while one in seven children 
under 15 is now asthmatic. And it’s 
not only children who are at risk. 

The Chief Medical Officer Sir 
Kenneth Caiman, estimates that be- 
tween 12,000 and 24,000 people may 
be dying each year from pollution 
in British cities. The Government's 
theoretically correct solution is to 
crack down still further on the pri- 
vate motorists who contribute most 
to air pollution, with workplace 
parking fees, tolls and congestion 
charges planned across the country 
and spot fines for drivers whose ex- 
haust fumes fail an emissions test 

But Ruester's pushchair re- 
mains more likely to protect a few 
petted and privileged children from 
asthma than any of these mea- 
sures. In a survey published yes- 
terday, the car services company 
Lex found that 83 per cent of drivers 
believed that a car was completely 
essential to their lifestyle. More 
worryingly, 68 per cent of drivers 
were certain that even if the cost of 
public transport were slashed by 


half, they would continue to drive to 
work. More than 50 per cent said 
that tolls, fees and charges would 
be unlikely to stop them from using 
their vehicles. 

It appears that the advance of the 
car is unstoppable, and while the 
estimate that traffic in Britain will 
increase by a third before 2010 
seems hard to countenance, the 
public’s attachment to private 
transport also seems unshakeable. 

Yet it is simply physically im- 
possible for more cars to be ac- 
commodated in cities. There’s no 
room on the roads, there’s no room 
to park and there’s predous tittle air 
to breathe. A total ban on private 
cars in city centres, however Dra- 
conian that may sound, has to be the 
inevitable consequence of our love- 
affair with the car. 

Zero tolerance is more likely to 
be successful in getting rid of the 
cocaine socialists on our roads than 
it can ever be when called upon to 
rid us of cocaine. Which means 
that we’ll have no one to blame but 
ourselves when the tikes of David 
Begg finally get their way. There’s 
only one way of stopping him. Jarvis 
Cocker must enact his transport 
policies as Mayor of London. 
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The director of the 
British Agencies for 
Adoption and 
Fostering replies to 
an article by Yasmin 
Alibhai-Brown 

YASMIN POWERFULLY at- 
tacks the adoption “funda- 
mentalists” but I am deeply 
depressed at hearing the 
same old myths about children 
in care. There are dan's in the 
System, and the future of those 
children who do not have a 
settled family life is bleak - but 
realty, “children languishing in 
state institutions”? 

Almost all children in care 
are living with genuine carers 
who open their homes and 
hearts to children whose lives 
are temporarily in turmoil but 
who with support and hard 
work will return home. 

As for “infants in institu- 
tions”? Just find me one. The 
number will be min ute; 73 per 
cent of all children in care re- 
turn home within a year, most 
within six weeks. The prob- 
lems that led to their admis- 
sion will be famity crises - not 
intractable problems but ones 
related to poverty and dis- 
advantage which can be 
tackled with financial and 
social work support. 

There is a statistically small 
but important group of small 
children for whom a return to 
their birth family is unrealis- 
tic and often unsafe. There is 
no evidence that these are the 
children of teenage mothers - 
indeed the leap to this con- 
clusion is based on anecdote 
and prejudice. There are 
mothers unable to cope but 
there are also families who 
abuse and neglect their child- 
ren, Social workers must be 
able to identify these children 
in order to allow them the op- 
portunity of a secure family. 

Adoption has changed be- 
yond recognition - who would 
have thought SO years ago 
that we would find adoptive 
parents for disabled children 
and groups of siblings? 

I would welcome debate 
about the proper place for 
adoptioa Critical to the debate 
must be the interests of the 
children, and not the empha- 
sis on “good parents who can- 
not get any babies to adopt”. 
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A vital tale of good and evil 
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WE ASK onty why bad things happen, not 
why good ones do. Volumes are written 
about the causes of war; disease and de- 
spair, no one asks about the causes of 
peace, health and happiness. Yfet surety 
these are much more elusive. 

The sa me is true of moral good and 
evQ. in times of disaster, people are not 
prepared for the redness in tooth and 
jaw of human nature. Some of the 
test books of our century, such as 
those by Primo Levi, are anguished 
meditations on how its evils were 
possible. Brave writers such as Gitta 
Sereny take up that bafflement, and ask 
how an ordinary man tike Franz StangL 
or a child like Mary Bell, could have com- 
mitted such bonifying crimes. 

Yet extreme good is as rare as ex- 
treme evil, although this, too, is rarely 
noticed. I cannot think of another book 
that asks the obverse of the Sereny 
question. What makes someone want to 
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FRIDAY BOOK 

THE GOOD LISTENER: 

HELEN BANIBER, A LIFE 
AGAINST CRUELTY 

BY NEIL BELTON, WEIDENFELD 6 NICOLSON. El 8.99 


do extreme good? That is what Neil 
Belton's book does, which makes it 
most unusual and most valuable. 

The Good Listener not only asks the 
question but also answers it very con- 
vincingly, about Helen Bamber. She 
was born in London in 1925. Her pat- 
ernal grandparents, who may have 
been illegal immigrants, had come to 
England 30 years before, after wan- 
derings from Poland to America and 
back. Her father, Louis, recalled 
pogroms in an east European childhood, 
which may or may not have been real. 
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FRIDAY POEM 

WINTER JASMINE 

BY MICHAEL HAMBURGER 

For a cold blossoming, less than cold praise: 

Under veiled skies, in greyness 
£tyes too are veiled. 

And invisible almost against 
A wall too much haze cast adrift 

Nor weighty with fragrance as 
Of its white kin 

Or winter-white viburnum, honeysuckle. 

To an absence of bees 
It lavishly opens, displays 
All those mock-suns, in vain; . 

Shines, but for senses dormant 
Till aconite 

With surprise caps its yellow 
That fades now, dies. 

Our poems this week come from Michael Hamburger's 
‘Collected Poems 1941-1994' (Anvil Press, £12.95) 


However it happened, Louis was in- 
fected with a fearfulness, a sense of 
menace that destroyed his life and 
nearly destroyed his daughter’s. 

From the moment that he read Mem 
Kampf he believed every word of 
Hitler's threats to the Jews. He became 
obsessed with the horrors of war and 
extermination even before they 
happened. He was a visionary over- 
whelmed by his vision. He wrote about 
it endlessly; but privately; and talked 
about it endlessly to his only child. From 
the time she was nine or ten, Helen was 
afraid of a Nazi invasion. 

Her mother; a conventional fun- 
loving woman, was driven to extremes 
of frivolity by Ms depression. Louis’s par- 
ents and brothers never mentioned 
the past but suffered from it equally. 
Helen was a child without a childhood- 
peacemaker negotiates; listener And so 
she would remain. She took on her 
father’s burden - but was determined 
not to let it crush her. He wanted to 
chang e everything could chang e noth- 
ing, and succumbed to despair She re- 
solved “to work with some, instead of 
despairing about them all”. 

In 1945 she went to Belsen with the 
Jewish Relief Find For several years 
she worked with children from the 
tamps - the “Boys” of Martin Gilbert’s 
recent book, about whom we get a 
grimmer but more touching picture 
here. She married and had two sons. 

She became involved with a cam- 
paigner against cruelty in medicine, 
Maurice Pappworth - the greatest 
influence on her after her father: Soon 
alter its founding in I96L she joined 
Amnesty International In the Seventies, 


in particular because of Chile, she 
began to concentrate on cases of torture. 
In 1985, she and her co-workers set up 
the Medical Foundation for the Care of 
Victims of Torture, a splendid organis- 
ation about whose daily work it is 
almost impossible to read. 

This is an essential story; well and 
sensitively told. There are difficulties: 
Belton is honest about the cost to B am- 
ber's own marriage and children - a vital 
part of the question about doing extreme 

good But the Bambers are all still alive; 
ft is not possible, therefore, to be as open 
as we need To me. at least the fascin- 
ation and importance of (his book lie in 
its question - in effect its first half. 

Perhaps all biography suffers from 
this problem: that the journey, not the 
arrival, matters. Belton tells us some of 
Bamber’s worst cases instead and the 
problems multiply. We lose sight of 
Bamber altogether so that the second 
half is suddenty like a different book. The 
writing sometimes strains for effect - 
which is natural in such an incommun-' 
icable subject as torture but, like so 
much that comes naturally in unnatural 
situations, wrong Wbrst ofall, in reading 
about torture there is no appropriate 
response. Your emotion is useless, like 
Helen's father’s. So put it to use instead 

When you have read about James 
Mubiru or “Mehmet”, both of whom had 
been grossty tortured yet had to fight for 

years to have their asylum applications 
accepted you will surety agree with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury that we 
should be more humane to the stranger 
at our dooc Even so-called “economic 
mig rants" are not criminals but the poor 
of the earth, who merely wish to work. 

To them, too, we should be more 
humane. At the vety least, we should not 

lock them up in detention centres or 
prisons. The new bffl on asylum seekers, 
“Eairec Faster, Firmer”, goes before 
Parliament soon. Write to your MP and 
ask him to make sure that it reaDy vrill 
be fairer. 

Carole angier 
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Jerzy 

Turowicz 


JERZY TUROWICZ was for half a 
century Poland's leading Catholic 
lay man As veteran chiefeditof of the 
respected Krakow weekly tygodnik 
Powszechny (“Universal Weekly”), 
he was a powerful figure in Poland’s 
post-war cultural and religious life 
during the long years of Communist 
rule. Although a close Mend of Car- 
dinal Karol Wojtyia, who became 
Pope John Paul II, his relations 
with Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski 
were not always so smooth. 

in the post-Communist period he 
was a critic of some aspects of 
Polish society and was wary of at- 
tempts in the more backward- 
looking quarters of the Church to re- 
establish its control over society. He 
accused the Catholic bishops of 
wanting to “replace Marxist ideol- 
ogy with Christianity". Turowicz 
even grew exasperated at his old 
friend Pope John Paul, who had him 
thrown off the board of die John Paul 
II Foundation after Tbrowicz had run 
a debate in die paper about whether 
there should be some exceptions to 
the Church's ban on abortion. 

Turowicz was bom in Krakow 
(then in the Austro-Hungarian em- 
pire) in 1912 and studied philosophy 
at the city's Jagiellonian Universi- 
ty graduating in 1939. He was always 
passionately devoted to journalism, 
publishing his first article when he 
was ia He became chief editor of the 
Krakow paper Glos Narodu in 1939. 

In March 1943 Cardinal Adam 
Sapieha founded Tygodnik Pow- 
szechny and Turowicz became chief 
editor a post he was to hold for 50 
years. The one interruption to 
his long reign was in the 1930s. 
Turowicz and his fellow editor 
Stanislaw Stomma refused to pub- 
lish an obituary of Stalin in 1953. The 
Communist authorities used the 
long-desired opportunity to take 
the paper away from Turowicz 
and his suspect team and hand it 
to the loyal Pax organisation, led 
by the Fascist-tumed-Communist 
Eoleslaw Piasecfd. 

In 1956 though, with Gomulka's 
reforms, there was a slight easing 
of political control. Leading Znak 
members - who were Socialists but 
never Marxists - declared their 
support for the reforms, which they' 
believed would bring Poland closer 
to their brand of socialism. Gomul- 
ka summoned the group to Warsaw' 
and the paper was restored to Ttir- 
owicz. The first new issue appeared 
on Christmas Day 1956. Turowicz 
also became 3 leading member of 
the newly established Catholic 
Intelligentsia Clubs. 

Before 1953 the paper worked in 
what Turowicz described as “a 
closed vase", but after 1956 was able 
to reforge links with the Church in 


the rest of the world, sending jour- 
nalists abroad, par ticipating in in- 
ternational events and receiving 
foreign papers. Turowicz once set 
out the three main principles behind 
the paper “an explanation of the de- 
mands of the Gospel in the social 
sphere”, “an ecciesiology which 
recognises the links that exist be- 
tween the Church and the world”, 
and “a unrversalism which turns 
its back on all provincialism or 
narrow nationalism”. 

tygodnik Powszedhntfs survival 
as an independent Catholic paper 
in Communist Eastern Europe 
was unique, and was partly due to 
Turowicz’s delicate skills - and 
parity to the power of the church 
hierarchy who, with certain qualifi- 
cation, backed the paper But Tur- 
owicz -who never shied away from 
sensitive topics - had to cope with 
constant obstruction from the au- 
thorities. The chief problem was 
getting enough newsprint After 
Turowicz’s restoration in 1956, cir- 
culation rose to 50,000, but would 
have been far higher had the au- 
thorities not restricted the number 
of copies printed. 

There were also constant prob- 
lems with the censors. From the 
1970s cm TUrowicz refused to publish 
articles that had been cut After the 
declaration of martial law in 1981 
blank spaces, filled onty with the de- 
cree number that authorised gov- 
ernment censorship of newspapers, 
became a common sight As far back 
as 1964, Turowicz bad signed the 
fomous “Letter of the 34” to Premier 
Jozef CyranMewicz protesting 
a gains t censorship and limited 
allocations of paper. 

Tterowicz’s position brought him 
in close touch with Wojtyia, who re- 
turned to Krakow full-time as as- 
sistant bishop in 2958 and became 
archbishop in 1 964. The future pope 
would often drop by at Turowicz’s 
home. The two had long been 
friends, and Turowicz published a 



Turowicz was sacked for refusing to publish an obituary of Stalin 


itor later had the joy of being present 
in Rome to report the papal election 
of October 1978 at which his friend 
became pope. 

Krakow -the Catholic intellectual 
centre of Poland - was to remain 
Tterowicz's home, and be was heav- 
ily involved in the city’s intellectual 
life, of which the paper was the cor- 


The future pope would often drop by. 
Turowicz published articles by Wojtyia 
and was the first to publish his poems 


number of his articles. He was also 
the first to publish any of Wojtyia’s 
poetry in full (under a pseudonym) 
in 1950. The future pope had little 
time for reading, and Tygodnik 
Powszechny was the onty paper he 
claimed to read regularly. Wojtyia en- 
trusted Turowicz with the task of 
choosing the books he should take 
to read on holiday. The veteran ed- 


nerstone. A friend once likened Hit- 
owicz’s office to “a railway station 
with people dashing in and out on 
any excuse or none”. As well as his 
paper; the Znak discussion group 
and monthly journal were based 
there, along with a vibrant Catholic 
Intellectuals’ Club. The head of 
the Polish Church, Cardinal Stefan 
Wyszynski, was distinctly wary of 


the radical lay-led movement, es- 
pecially when it ventured to criticise 
the hierarchy. But the group re- 
ceived tactful encouragement 
from Wojtyia. 

Itirowicz welcomed the reforms 
of the Second Vatican Council which 
were often slow to take root in 
Poland. He also supported post- 
war reconciliation with the Ger- 
mans as well as seeking a balanced 
view of Polish -Jewish relations. In 
the 1980s. as tension between the two 
groups increased - caused by the 
film Shook and the siting of a 
Carmelite convent next to the 
Auschwitz camp - Turowicz opened 
his paper to a healthy debate on the 
troubled relations between the two 
groups. He joined the Bishops' Com- 
mittee for Dialogue with Judaism in 
1987 and, in 1989. became vice- 
president of the Polish-Israeli 
Friendship Society. 

Itirowicz was proud of the non- 
exdusivity of the paper “Through 
the years," he wrote, “the paper 
was able to work regularly with 
many of the best Polish writers, often 


for from the orthodoxy of faith and 
outside the communion of the 
Church, but attracted by a Catholic 
journal because they saw it as a 
place of liberty, tolerance and 
independence.” He prized this non- 
exclusivity as much in the post- 
Communist era as he had done 
under Co mmunis t rule. 

Turowicz bad a happy family life 
with his long-suffering \rife Anna and 
his three daughters, who had to put 
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Torrente 

Ballester 

richest and most inventive m *7“?^ 2feris,'and reading 
Europe, with their large, enthusi- ^^^^o^Baudelaire and ; 
asticreadershq»andthegenanus JSLm6.aswdlasdassicAiner-- 
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by television and Internet 

trivialities and pop-lyric doodlings. 

In Spain, among the public’s reg- 

ular treats are those provided by the found in bis 


I am almost of the saxnegeaerstion as - 
Sartre. X mention this fTench author 
because his 


multi-page weeity arts section “Ba- ny own thoughts on the subject 
beda- in Pais, the literary journal Hg retuIned to Spain towaris the 


Libras and the daily serious com 

age of books and writes. This is be- 
cause the Spaniards have a true 
passion for literature, and take 

pride m them writers -they love and 

revere them with an emotional fer- 
vour unimaginab le In the British 
literary cliques. 

GomatoTterrenteBallestei; ador- 
ingl y known as “EL Serlor delos tet- 
tros a and a great icon of Spanish 
literature, frequently appeared in the 
dailies and weeklies both as a spir- 
ited and original contributor and as 
the well-researched subject of es- 
says, reviews and extended inter- 
views. His obituaries, like those for 
the poet and artist Joan Brossa 
who died last month, covered several 
pages in all the papers, and will be 
followed by an equally impressive 
spread of post-funeral memories, 
assessments and eulogies. 

Yet Torrente Ballester was hard- 
ly known outride Spain. As far as I 
know, there are no En^ish transla- 
tions of his works, and it was onty in 

thelastlOyearsthathebegantobe 
translated into French by the ener- 
getic young Provencal publishing 
house ActesSud, to the acclamation 
of critics and readers. 

In a prologue to his 1977-82 col- 
lected works, he recalls that his first 
novel Javier Marino, appeared in 
1943, oneyear after another GaEdan 
write; Camflo Josfe Cela, published 
his first work, the ever-popular Fti- 
mUia de Pascual Duarte, and one 
year before Canne n Lafiyefs zrihi&st- 
esristentiafistiVadti. The fourth nov- 
elist of this remarkable literary 
generation, Mi guel Defibes, had an 
immediate success in 1947 with tes La 


up with their home being turned into J sombreddczpr^sesaIargada( u The 
an extension of the office. His rooms j Lengthening Shadow of the Cypress”), 
were, said a friend, “so crammed j Torrente Bafiesteris novel did 


with books and papers that it looted 
as if the floor would collapse at any 
moment”. Visitors were many. Tur- 


not enjoy the immense triumphs of 
those three brilliant contemporaries. 
There were two main reasons why 


end of foe Thirties as a professor of 
histoiy. He wrote various unsuc- 
cessful works, including Do n Juan 
0963), a very individualistic portrait 
of foe arch-seducer: His great tril- 
ogy of life in Galicia during foe 
Republic and at the start of the 
Civfl Wax; Los gozos y las sombras . 
(“Delights and Shadows”, 1957-63), . 
found little response, but he 
became better known through his 
often savage theatrical criticism. 

In 1962 his signing of a tract con- 
demning police repression of strik- 
fn g workers in the mines of the 
Asturias led to his bring excluded 
from teaching ; He left with his al-. , 
ready large family Che had 11 rial- - 
dren) for foe United States, where 
he accepted foe specialty created 
chair of literature at foe University' 
of Albany, New York, where he 
taught from 1965 to 1970. 

With the meticulous precision of 
a dedicated scholar he wrote the 
false history of an imaginary town, 
Castroforte del Barefla, SagalFuga 
deJB. It is pure comic fantasy with 
vibrant ironic undertones, about a 
town whose rebellious inhabitants, 
in order to escape from foreign h* ; 
vaston, unite to make their entire ' 
town enter into levitation. It was pifo- ; 
fished in 1972, oneyearbe&rehisTe^ 
turn to Spain, and finally brought him - 
the wide recognition he deserved Hs . 
success prompted him to write an-, . 
other novel about an imaginary 
G alician town. Dafiie y ensuerws 
(“Daphne and Dreams”, 1982). Jorge 
Luis Borges admired these literary 
figments of a nicety bridled fantasy 

Fruit of America, Torrente 
Ballester produced another re- 
splendent comecty about the fives of 
campus professors and their infat- . 
uatiansfirtfarirownstudenteLaisfav 
delosjacmtosoartadosC^^lsIand 


owicz. the compulsive journalist, ! such a fine debut should have been 
lived and breathed journalism and J totalty ignored. It was a piece of &□- 
the Church. I tastical semi-autobiography full of 

Felix Corley i quirky language and esoteric refer- 
ences that found noplace in the cur- 


Jerzy Turowicz. journalist: bom 
Krakow 10 December 1912: chief 
editor, Tygodnik Powszechny 1945 
53, 2956-99; married 1938 Anna 
Gasiorowska (three daughters) 
died Krakow 27 January 1999. 


Buzz Kulik 


BUZZ kulik was one of the most 
successful directors in television -he 
made Brian’s Song, considered one 
of the best television movies ever - 
but fared less well on the big screen, 
perhaps because bis work was 
proficient rather than distinctive. 

With the demise of the studio sys- 
tem in the Sixties, television became 
the haven for the sort of journeymen 
craftsmen who were once the back- 
bone of the industry, and though 
Kulik made some good films (The 
Warning Shot, Riot > he rarely im- 
posed a notable style or personali- 
ty on his work. His television work, 
though, both on series episodes and 
TV movies, won considerable ac- 
claim. Brian's Song winning the 
Emmy award as the outstanding 
single programme of 1971 plus an 
award for Kulik from the Directors’ 
Guild of America. 

Bom Seymour Kulik in Kearney, 
New Jersey, in 1922, he served in the 
army during the Second World Wax; 
then worked in the mafiroom of foe 
large advertising agency J. Whiter 
Thompson. Spotting a notice re- 
questing directors for the young 
medium of television, be applied and 
began to direct advertisements. In 
1947 he was directing the cameras 
filming games at Yankee Stadium, 
then moved to drama, directing live 
episodes of such television anthol- 
ogy- series as tux Video Theatre and 
Playhouse 90. 

Moving to CBS in 1956. he di- 
rected episodes of the acclaimed se- 
ries \ouAre There, and later worked 
on such shows as Perry Mason, The 
Deciders and Twilight Zone. Kbfflr 
received his first Emmy nomination 

with an episode of Dr Kfiddre called 

Shining Image, and a second in 1975 
for the movie Babe, starring Susan 
Clark as Babe Didrickson, the 
Olympic track and field medalist who 
turned professional golfec in 1970 he 
won the Emmy for his direction 
of A Storm in Summer, starring 
Peter Ustinov. 

Kulik’s first cinema film. The Ex- 
plosive Generation ( 196D. like many 



Kulik, left, directing Jim Brown in Riot (1969). The film - criticised for its violence - was made 


in the Arizona State Penitentiary 


films of its period, was aimed Specif- 
ically at foe teenage market with its 
story, based on feet, of a high-school 
teacher (William Shatter) sacked far 
teaching sex education. The direc- 
tor’s next TheTfeBow Canary (1963), 
was an ill-advised attempt by the pop 
star Fat Boone to shed his clean-cut 
image by playing a self-serving and 
generally unpleasant singer whose 
child is kidnapped. 

Neither Boone nor thriller fans 
hked the film any more than the 


critics did, but a late thriller; The 
Warning Shot (1967), is probably 
Kulik’s best film, an intriguing 
mystery in which a policeman 
(David Janssen) apparently kills an 
unarmed man and meets a colour- 
ful bunch of characters amidst con- 
siderable mayhem in his search 
for foe truth. With a good script and 
a fine supporting cast, inclu ding 
I i Dian Gisfa, Waiter Pidgeon, George 
Grizzard, Joan Collins,' Eleanor 
Parker and George Sanders, Kulik’s 


Kcbal Collection 

no-frills direction served foe 
material well 

VUla Rides (1968) is probabty the 
film that stifled Kulik’ s cinema ca- 
reen Given a lag budget, a cast head- 
ed by Yul B miner (with a hairpiece) 
and Robert Mitehum, and a script by 
Sam Peckinpah and Robert Tbwne, 
it should have been a fine adventure 
yarn, but despite some spectacular 
aerial shots of battling armies it 
emerged as unfocused, sprawling 
and, despite lots of violent action, 


somewhat dull. The New York DaHy 
News, commenting on Mitch urn’s 
sleepy performance, added, “One 
can’t realty blame Mitehum for doz 
tag off This is perhaps tee of the most 
tiresome action movies on record.” 

Kiilik fared better with the mod- 
est Riot <1969), filmed in foe Arizona 
State Penitentiary, though the film’s 
excessive violence was criticised - 
it was suggested that the director 
was making foe most of his freedom 
from the blander restrictions of 
television drama. His infrequent 
later movies included foe Burt 
Reynolds thriller Shamus (1972) 
and Steve McQueen's final film, the 
disappointing Hunter (1980). 

It was television, thou g h , that 
found the director at his best, and 
Brian’s Song 0971). based on foe 
true story of the friendship between 
two football players, one of whom is 
dying erf cancer; received so much ac- 
claim (tiie critic Leonard Mai tm 
calls it “a milestone of excellence in 
made-for-TV movies”) that it be- 
came one of the few television films 
subsequently to achieve a cinema 
release Later in the yean its victo- 
ry at foe Emmy ceremonies was 
greeted by a sustained cheer from 
foe audience. 

Kulik directed several mini-series 

including the first ever, Vanished 
(1970), plus From Here to Eternity 
(1979) and Kane and Abel (1985). He 
also directed an excellent account 
ofatrue crime; The Lindbergh Kid- 
napping Case (1976), withaftaeper- 
formance by Anthony Hopkins as the 
kidnapper Bruno Hauptmann, and 
another powerful true story, KHl 
Me If You Can (1977), an anti- 
capital-punishment depiction of the 
12 years foe condemned Caryl 
Chessman spent on San Quentin's 
death row before being executed. 

TomVallance 

Seymour (“Btuae”) Kulik, fdm 
and television director bom Kear- 
ney, New Jersey 1923; married 
(one son, one daughter); died Los 
Angeles 13 January 1999. 


rent literary tradition of earthy 
realism, and it was rejected even by 
the small but perceptive public of 
disabused intellectuals and critics. 

It is the tale of a Spanish student 
living in Paris on a government 
stipend to the Sorbonne and trying 
to come to terms with youthful sex, 
religion and politics. The hero, Mar- 
ifio, decides to join Franco’s troops 
in the Civfl War - an attitude con- 
flicting with foe general republican 
sympathies of foreign intellectuals 
at the time, when the Fascist 
Phalange was rising to power. 

But foe real theme of foe book is 
the inner conflict between scepticism 
and religious or political beliefs. 
Under the influence of Joyce, the 
long narrative is rich in cultural re- 
sources, and propounds a paral- 
lelism between Marifio and Aeneas, 
Spain and Troy. There is a good deal 
of “experimental” language, which 
some critics have compared with 
Ramdn de Vaile-Incfen’s esperpen- 
tos- a sort of uninhibited nonsense 
that did not go down well with over- 
serious readers, also put off by the 
subtitle: “ historic de urn sttiu”. 

A0 these aspects of the work mil- 
itated against it, and foe author 

was isolated The second reason for 

its failure was foe intervention of the 
bigoted ecclesiastical authorities, 
who found the book too full of “las- 
civious images”. Torrente Ballester 
recounts how all copies of the book 
were impounded by Franco’s cen- 
sors and so Could not be distributed. 

It was foe first of the author's attacks 

by the official humbug of censorshi p 
In a lecture to student fans, Tbr- 
rente Ballester declared, many 
years la tec that “foe imaginary is 
quite simply part of reality". The 
whole of his work radices in tbe light- 
hearted use of unagination and fan- 
tasy and his extraordinary language 
distils its peculiar savour from the 
strong influence of his native Gali- 
cian, which is now regarded as a lan- 
guage in its own right Ironically for 



at sb* 

•*-3r 0 




‘El Senor de las Lettras' 

of Cut Hyacinths") , which came out 
in J980. This author who called him- 
self a “false witness” and “a master 
of misleading trails” tefls of an elderty 
professor who has written a book 
proving that Napoleon never existed, 
that he was just a myth dreamed up 
by Nelson, Metternich and Chateau- 
briand to spare them the trouble of 
fighting the French Republic. 

EGs wacky theory is exposed by a 
younger professor in love with a stu- 
dent, Ariadna, who is fruitlessly 
pursued by the older professor It is 
awesrdty ironical yet fantastic farce. 
In his preface, the author writes: 
Tve never felt within me foe soul of 
a reformer and I long ago stopped 
being a utopist What few beliefs I 
have left I observe with an ironic eye, 
oral least I by to.” 

Gonzalo Torrente Ballester in- 


foe environment of El Fterrol a taste 
for maritime adventures, naval his- 
tory, islands, maps, dockyards, naval 
strategy found in most of his works. 
Such influences are reminiscent of 
me geographical fantasies of Julien 
Gracq, whose first novel Le Chateau 
dArgol U938), he must have read as 
a student in Paris, and whose 1951 
masterpiece Le Rivoge des Syrtes 
would surely have appealed to him. 
The grotesque folk tales of Galicia, 
a region rich in wonderful legends, 
ara also present mingled with meta- 
physical considerations, erudite 


destitution under Franco, he was 
born in foe same town as the Gen- 
erallsimo, El Fterrol on Spain’s 


Torrente Ballester wrote: “There 

£ w^me an inexplicable force 
that makes me f 


Like his hero Marino, after study- 

mg few and philosophy at foe Uni- writeTTmLr ~ ^ 

versify of Madrid, he had a passion UBe Word Processors! 

for history. Politically he was close James KHtsup 

to the ideals of the Phalange, which Contain Threat » a 
had been formed in Madrid in 1933 t£>r ^ 

by Josd Antonio Primo de Rivera, 13 June ism- ? C&udifl03 . S P°* n 
and was of Fascist inspiration. But children)- <n 

the writer later dedared he had been January 19 Saiamtmca & 
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IF WALTER Birks had followed his pre- 
war calling he would have died a 
Cathar pope, leader of the heretical reli- 
gious sect based at the ruined castle 
of Montsegur in the foothills of the 
French Pyrenees. 

He was anointed as the chosen one 
in 1 938 by the Cathar movement's then 
leader Antonin Gadal. but Birks's sub- 
sequent spiritual experiences while 
serving in the Middle East during the 
Second World War led him to rethink his 
vocation. He later became an authori- 
ty on the so-called “treasure of 
MonLsegur”and published a book on the 
history of Catharism. 

-After studying history at Merton 
College. Oxford, in the early 1930s. Birks 
fell in with a crowd who were involved 
in spiritualist activities. He went to 
lectures given by the occultist Dion For- 
tune and was inspired to devote his life 
to the supernatural He later said: “She 
was a marvellous speaker and a whole 
new world opened up to me - or so I 
thought at the time. I was immensely 
impressed and joined an occult order." 

During a seance he was given in- 
structions hum the White Eagle Lodge, 
a .spiritualist circle, to go to the Pyre- 
nees and recover traces of a brother- 
hood: “1 was teaching at a school in 
Wales, but was instructed by the Order 
to resign because a great job was 
planned for me." There he met Gadal, 
successor to Adolphe Garrigou (1802- 
1897>. the Cathar patriarch who had kept 
the dame of the sect alive during the I9th 
century. Birks wrote in his diary: “1 was 
greeted by Antonin Gadal who told me 
thaL he had been awaiting my arrival in 
the year of the Grail'." 

Although it has its roots in much older 
religious movements, Catharism broke 
away from the Catholic Church during 
the 12th century. Initially Cathars were 
tolerated, but when a deputation went 
to Rome in 1179 to seek recognition, its 
members were forbidden to preach. 
Similar revolts against the established 
church burned out rapidly, but the 
movement in the South of France gave 
the pontiff cause for concern. Indeed, 
by the end of the 12th century 
Catharism had virtually displaced the 
Church of Rome as the recognised ve- 
hicle of Christian revelation throughout 
the Languedoc. 

It claimed to be nothing less than 
the true Church of Christ its orders 
handed down in unbroken succession 
from the Apostles. Furthermore, the 
Cathars reputedly held great treasures 
within their citadel base of Montsdgur 
at Ussat-les-Bains, in the valley of 
the Ariege. 

Catharism was a strange and 
heterodox creed which rejected sub- 




stantial parts of both the Old and the 
New Testaments, while condemning the 
Pope, priests and sacraments alike. 
Given the established Church's firm ap- 
plication of law during the Middle 
Ages, mi unholy end was inevitable. 
Pope Innocent rv felt obliged to act. A 
series of missions, denouncements, ex- 
communications and inquisitions foiled 
to make any impact. And so. on 16 


spoke with those who knew of the 
Cathars. Gadal was himself an inspir- 
ing speaker and the power of his ora- 
tory coupled with his utter sincerity 
convinced Birks that Gadal possessed 
hidden spiritual truths. Furthermore, 
Gadal was only too willing to share these 
truths with the eager scholar. 

Birks settled in happily assisting 
Gadal in his work and acting as his 


‘ There has been masses of occult nonsense 
ivritten about Cathars. I believed it all those 
years ago but now know it is a lot of hooey * 


March 1244, following a 10-month siege, 
more than 200 Cathars were taken 
from the castle of Montsegur and 
burned alive in the fields below But they 
went to their deaths in the knowledge 
that their treasure had been smuggled 
safely out by just four of their number 
who had scaled sheer cliff faces in the 
dead of night. 

During 1937 and 1938 Birks explored 
the castle and the surrounding caves 
which had become holy sites. He also 


amanuensis. Gadal in turn enabled 
Birks to become manager of both the 
local spas and the nearby Grand Hotel 
des Bains. 

Known locally as “the Cathar pope". 
Gadal was by now more than 60 years 
old During 1938 he came to the decision 
that Birks was to be his successor and, 
on 16 September that year; a formal cer- 
emony took place in the nearby rock 
church of Ornoiac in which the young 
Englishman was duly anointed. 
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, THE HUNGARIAN-BORN tenor Gabor 
Carelli is assured of immortality in the 
world of opera, because he sang the 
small role of Dr Caius in the NBC 
Symphony broadcast of Verdi’s Fhl- 
staff, conducted by Arturo Ibscanini in 
1951. This performance was recorded 
’ and reissued many times as technolo- 
gy advanced, and is currently available 
on CD. 

CareOi appeared at the Metropolitan 
Opera for nearly a quarter of a century 
and though he sang small roles for the 
most part, he formed an integral cog in 
the great machine required to keep a ma- 
jor opera house functioning smoothly. 

Born in Budapest, Carelli studied 
Law at the University of Budapest, 
and gained his degree. Meanwhile he 


also studied singing at the Franz 
Uszt Academy, and finally decided on 
singing rather than law as a profession. 
He went to Italy to study further with 
the great tenor Beniamino Gigli in 
Rome, and after two years he made his 
debut as Rodolfo in La BohOme at Flo- 
rence. He sang in various Italian opera 
houses, then in 1939 he went to the 
United States. For several years he 
toured the country with travelling op- 
eratic companies, and also sang with 
many of the American orchestras in 
works such as the Venfi Requiem, Puc- 
cini’s Messa do Gloria and Kodaly's 
Psahnus Hungarians. 

In 1951 Carelli made his debut at the 
Met as Don Curzio, the stuttering 
lawyer in Mozart’s Lenozze diFigaro. 


Over the next 23 seasons be sang more 
than a thousand performances there of 
59 roles in 39 operas. Many of these were 
Italian roles, such as Dr Caius in Ful- 
staff, Mozart’s Don Basflio, the Judge 
in Vferdi’s Un baMo in maschem, or Pong 
in Puccini’s Turandot, but he also took 
on parts in the German repertory, as a 
waiter in Richard Strauss's ArabeSo, the 
First Priest in Die Zauberfiate, and 
many others. 

Occasionally Carelli was given some 
performances of a major role, as in 1957 
when he sang Tamino in Die Zavber- 
fldte, receiving an excellent notice from 
the renowned New York Times critic 
Harold Schomberg. 

As well as the famous Toscanini 
recording of Folstaff, Carelli recorded 


his usual roles, Don Basilio and Don 
Curzio, in Le nosze di Figaro, the tenor 
solo in toe Verdi Requiem, and a role in 
Haydn’s opera Orlando Paladino. 
These recordings reveal a lyrical voice, 
a stylish technique and, especially in the 
Falstaff, an aptitude for comedy. 

In 1964 he joined the faculty of the 
Manhattan School of Music as a voice 
teacher. In 1971, to mark the 20th an- 
niversary of his d£but at the Met, be was 
awarded a silver bowl for long service 
with the company. He retired from 
singing in 1974, but continued to teach 
until his death. 

Elizabeth forbes 

Gabor Carelli, tenor: bom Budapest 
1915: died New York 22 January 1999. 
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’ Engagements 

The Prince of Wales, Patron, 
British Film Institute, visits 
their National Film and Televi- 
sion Archh« Observation Centre 
at Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire, 
and presents Sir Paul Getty 
with a BFI Fellowship; opens 
the recently restored Spuella 
Building in Letch worth Garden 
City; visits Eistree Film Studios 
at Borebamwood and opens 
their new sound stages; and vis- 
its the Wheels Motor Prelect, 
Stevenage, The Duke of Ybrk 
opens a new swimming pool 
complex at the Marist School at 
SunninghiH, Berkshire. 


Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mount- 
ed Regiment mounts the 
Queen's Life Guard at Horse 
Guards, 11am; 1st Battalion 
Welsh Guards mounts the 
Queen's Guard, at Buckingham 
Palace, iL30am, band provided 
by the Coldstream Guards. 


- AmMHmcanents for BIRTHS, 
m MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages. Deaths. 
Memorial services. Wedding 
anniversaries. In nsemoriani) are 
charged at £CJO a line (VAT extra). 


BIRTHDAYS 

Dr Robin Alston, bibliogra- 
pher, 66; Mr Malcolm Bin ns, 
concert pianist, 63; Lord 
Braybrooke, Lord-lieutenant 
of Essex, 67; Mr Leslie 
Bricusse, composer; 68; Mr 
Peter Byrne, actor and 
director; 71; Lord Clyde, a 
Lord of Appeal in Ordinary, 
67; Dr Alec Coppen, neuro- 
psychiatrist, 76; The Right 
Rev Dom Charles Fitzgerakl- 
Lombard, Abbot of Down- 
| side, 58; Mr John Fbrsythe, 
acton 82; Professor Ger- 
maine Greer, writer; 60; 

Lord Gregson, non-executive 
director; Fairey Group, 75; 
Professor Frank Hartley, 
Vice-Chancellor; Cranfield 
University, 57; Mr Timothy. 
Heaty, actor and comedian, 
47; Mr Phol Hodder- 
w iniam s. publisher; 89; Earl 
Howe, former government 
minister 48; Mr John 
Junkin, actor and script- 
writer; 69; Mr Sean Kerly, 
hockey player; 39; Miss Mar- 
garet Laird, third Church 
Estates Commissioner; 66; 
Lord Lane of HorselL. char- 
tered accountant and compa- 
ny chairman, 74; Mr Henry 


Lewis, former deputy chair- 
man, Berisford International, 
73; Mr Victor Mature, actor, 
84; Mr Michael Mayor, 

Head Master, Rugby School, 
52; Sir Richard Needham, 
former MP| 57; Mr James 
Nicholson, MEE 54; Miss 
Katharine Ross, actress, 56; 
Mr Tom SeDeck, acton 54; 
Mr Raman Subba Row, for- 
mer Test and 

County Cricket Board, 67; Mr 
Brian Trubshaw, former 
test pilot, 75. 


Anniversaries 

Births; Lucy Hutchinson, 
biographer; 1620; Thomas 
Paine, writer and reformer; 
1737; Sir Ebenezer Howard, 
garden cities originator; 1850; 
Anton Pavlovich Chekhov; 
playwright, 1860; Frederick 
Delius, composer, 1862; Sir 
Wiliam Rothenstein, artist, 
1872; W C. Fields fWflliam 
Claude Dukinfield), comedi- 
an, 1880. Deaths; King 
George HI, 1820; Edward 
Lear, landscape painter and 
writer; 1888; Alfred Sisley 
painter; 1899; Douglas, first 
Earl Haig, field marshal, 


1928; Henry Louis Mencken, 
writer, author of The Ameri- 
can Language, 1956; Angela 
Margaret Thirkeli, novelist, 
1961; Robert Lee Frost, poet, 
1963; Alan Ladd, actor; 1964; 
Jimmy (James Francis) 

Durante, comedian 1980. On 
this day; Greenwich Mean 
Time was adopted in Scot- 
land, 1848; the marriage of 
Napoleon m and Eugenie de 
Montjjo took place at the Tui- 
leries, Paris, 1853; the Victo- 
ria Cross was founded, 1856; 
Desert Island Discs was first 
broadcast, 1942. 

Today is the Feast Day of St 
Gildas the Wise, St Sabinian 
of Troyes and St Sulpidus 
-Severus”. 


LECTURES 

Tate Gallery: Siirion Moriey. 
“Surrealism as Shell Shock: 
the impact of war on Surreal- 
ism", lpm. 

Centre for Regional Stud- 
ies, Cambridge: Dr BQl 
Stevenson, “Dissenters in 
Cambridgeshire 1640-1725 
and their Place in Society", 
&30pm. 


Pinners 

European-Atlantic Group 
Professor Otmar Issing, 
European Central Bank in 
Frankfurt, was the guest 
speaker at the European- 
Atlantic Group House of 
Commons meeting held yes- 
terday. He spoke on “The 
First Four Weeks of the 
Euro”. Lord Dahrendorf, 
President of the Group, 
presided at the Dinner- 
Discussion which followed at 
St Ermin’s Hotel, London 
SWi. Admiral of the Fleet Sir 
juhan Oswald and Sir 
Michael PaMiser also spoke. 


Synagogue 

services 

Details of synagogue ser- 
vices to be held tomorrow 
may be obtained by telephon- 
ing the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 4.29pm. 

United Byna goguns- 9181-343 SSSS. ftder- 
Mion of Syneg^nn 9 lBl-gg 2283 . 
IWoBtfLibeMliadFragrtuin^iH. 
gogoes: Oin-580 1863. Befim Sjub- 
gagBeeef Great Britain eiSI-SMCni. 
SptnUi and ft rt rpiae Jews CongrrgB- 
UnE 9171-289 Z57T Nnr Leaden Syna- 
gDgtsr Oiaaartfl: 0171.228 1826. 






Meanwhile, war in Europe was on the 
horizon. Returning home, Birks was 
commissioned into the British Securi- 
ty Mission in Syria. Fbr three years he 
was Head of Mission in T^rtaina. a par- 
ticularly sensitive area dose to the 
Turkish border There, a friendship 
with a representative of the local Nosairi 
religion led him to rethink his spiritual 
views. He later wrote: “It was there, high 
in the Nosairi mountains, under the 
dear stars, that I finally shed the fan- 
tasies of occultism and realised the true 
nature of the Cathar treasure." 

After the war Birks returned to 
Ussat-les-Bains where be and Gadal at- 
tempted to revive the fortunes of the spa, , 
but post-war austerity did not encour- 
age tourism and in 1948 the lease was 
surrendered It was during a series j 
of subsequent tpar»hmg posts in Cairo, I 
Istanbul and Tripoli that Birks began 
to write down his many thoughts 
on Catharism. 

In 1 987 - almost 20 years after his re- 
tirement from teaching - he finally pub- 
lished his TRognum opua on the subject 
It was a joint publication with the writer 
Robert Gilbert, entitled The Treasure of 
Montsegur , and opened up for the first 
time the truth about the Cathars and 
their secret treasure, a treasure that 
was more spiritual than material. 

As Birks pointed out in the book, the 
four who escaped death by fire in 1244 
had such a difficult route out of the cas- 
tle they certainly could not have hauled 
material possessions. “All the natural 
treasure like gold had long gone. And 
going down a steep hill on ropes meant 
that they could not have carried any- 
thing with them. If all the Cathars had 
been exterminated their claim would 
have died with them." 

Birks retired to a quiet flat in a 
residential quarter of Bath. He lec- 
tured in history and religion at the city’s 
Technical College and was latterty a 
tourist guide for the Mayor of Bath’s 
Corps of Honorary Guides, where his 
erudition and knowledge of languages 
came in useful. 

By the end of his life Birks viewed the 
Cathars with barely disguised con- 
tempt: “There has been masses of oc- 
cult nonsense written about Cathars. I 
believed it all those years ago but now 
know it is a lot of hooey. Montsegur is 
rather like Glastonbury It attracts all tiie 
weirdies and beardies looking for trea- 
sure. They all think they know the an- 
swer but the occult is a lot of baloney." 

TlMBULLAMORE 

Walter Newbiggtng Birks, teacher and 
religious leader born Middlesbrough 
25 January 1912; MBE 1968; died Bath 
25 January 1999. 
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Raymond lamont-brown 

A perfect and popular 
royal mistress 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011) or Fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 




“WHERE’S ALICE?” the 
crowds would shout if Albert 
Edward, Prince of Wales, 
later King Edward VO, ap- 
peared in London’s theatre- 
land without the Hon Mrs 
George Keppel in his ent- 
ourage. A leader of the fash- 
ionable set and one of the 
best-known society hostesses 
of the Edwardian era. Alice 
Keppel entertained most of 
the influential members of 
the political elite and the dip- 
lomatic and civil service of 
her day. She was one of the 
readily recognised royal mis- 
tresses of aqy age. Keppel 
unashamedly used her acc- 
ess to the monarch to further 
her own ends, and became a 
well-consulted link between 
sovereign and establishment 
The youngest daughter of 
a retired admiral and Scottish 
MR the 30-year-old Alice Kep- 
pel met the 57-year-old Prince 
of Wales in 1898, and as Sir 
Philip Magnus-Aflcraft was to 
note in his biography of Ed- 
ward “an understanding" 
was formed between them 
“almost overnight". Alice be- 
came Edward’s mistress for 
the rest of his life. She was 
perfect for the job. She was 
a royal confidante who knew 
not to gossip about what she 
heard in the inner royal cir- 
cle. She had great skill in mol- 
lifying her royal lover, whose 

tpmpPT TOK unffpr tam and his 

patience. thin. She under- 
stood his character and his 
physical and emotional needs, 
and helped calm him down 
when he might say unguard- 
ed thing s about foreign poli- 


cy or domestic affairs in his 
kingdom. She was able to 
turn the often bored, petulant, 
aggressive, immature, selfish 
and rude monarch into the 
genial tolerant and witty sov- 
ereign that his people loved. 

Through her royal associ- 
ations, Alice became a rich 
woman, the king encouraging 
his rich friends like Sir 
Ernest Cassel to help her 
build funds that would keep 
her social position secure. Yet 
Alice's society sides were not 
cloudless. She was not wel- 
come at certain houses like 
that of the Duke of Norfolk at 
Arundel, or the Duke of Port- 
land at Welbeck Abbey: and 
William %ddorf Astor stopped 
inviting ber to Cliveden when, 
as he said. Alice “had sunk to 
the level of a public strum- 
pet" Others frowned on what 
they saw as her raparious- 
ness: Virginia Wbotf described 
Alice as an “old grasper 
whose fists had been in the 
moneybags these 50 years". 

Queen Alexandra accept- 
ed Alice Keppel as ber hus- 
band's royal mistress, in a 
long line of such. In time 
though, the lonely, neglected 
Queen became depressed 
and her congenital deafness 
caused her to withdraw from 
society functions; this was ex- 
acerbated by her irritation at 
the constant presence of 
Alice at toe King’s shoulder 
on photographs of country- 
house weekends. Alexandra 
refused to go with her hus- 
band to his favourite haunts 
in and around Biarritz. So 
Alice went, with her children 


Violet and Sonia, every year 
around March. Alice's pro- 
gress through France was en- 
joyed in some grandeur as 
functionaries at border and 
station treated her with toe 
respect and dignity the 
French had always shown 
royal mistresses. Only at 
Biarritz could Alice and the 
King act as husband and wife. 

No royal mistress was dev- 
astated as Alice was at the 
death of King Edward VII in 
1910. Severely depressed, she 
informed her society friends 
of the scene at the dying 
King's bedside. Her words 
were pure fantasy. .Alice av- 
erred that Queen' Alexandra 
had summoned her. and. 
when Alice left the sobbing 
Queen clung to her arm pro- 
mising that the Royal Fami- 
ly would look after her. Hie 
King's physician. Sir James 
Reid, and his private secre- 
tary, Francis Knollys, told a 
different story. The King had 
barely recognised ber and 
Alice had been ushered from 
his bedside in a state of hys- 
terics. Yet Alice's version 
persisted for decades. 

Alice Keppel remains in 
history as toe perfect royal 
mistress. In an age when the 
House of Lords is to be 
crammed with “people's 
peers" she might have 
earned the position of 
“People's Mistress". 

Raymond Lamant-Brown is 
the author of 'Edward VlTs 
Last Loves: Alice Keppel 
& Agnes Keyser * (Sutton 
Publishing, £19.991 


Absolute liability had 
to be clearly imposed 


WHERE A commercial insti- 
tution wished to impose 
absolute liability on a mem- 
ber of a profession it should 
do in clear terms so that 
the professional could 
appreciate the extent of the 
obligation he was accepting. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the bank’s appeal 
against the dismissal of its 
claim for damages against a 
firm of solicitors it had re- 
tained to ob tain a signature on 
a mortgage. 

Mr Dukes and his family 
company were customers of the 
bank. The bank increased the 
limit on the family company’s 
overdraft, in return for which 
Mr Dukes deposited with the 
bank the deeds and conveyance 
of a property owned by his 
wife. He also deposited a letter 
of consent which purported to 
have been signed by Mrs Dukes 
but which bad actually been 
signed by someone else. 

Mr Dukes subsequently 
used a “desk valuation" of 
toe property to persuade the 
bank to make him a loan, toe 
security for which was an “all 
monies" security, which in- 
volved recharging the property. 

The bank wrote on 18 March 
1988 to the defendant firm, who 
had been nominated by Mr 
p pfepR , rp fcirring thwn to obtain 
the signatures of Mr and Mrs 
Dukes to various documents, 
including Mrs Dukes’s signa- 
ture to the charge. The charge 
contained a certificate to be 
signed by the solicitors, certi- 
fying that toe contents and 
portent of toe document had 
been fully explained to Mrs 
Dukes, and that she had signed 
it of her own free will. 

The documents were re- 
turned to toe bank apparently 


NO SOONER have we won- 
dered whether Monty Ftyth- 
on’s US tour will contain 
the 1974 character Mrs 
Niggerbaiter than comes a 
report that the new mayor 
of Washington, David How- 
ard, has resigned because 
he referred to a fend as 
being niggardly. Those In 
earshot were offended, oth- 
ers telephoned to protest - 


Friday Law 
report 

29 January 1999 

Midland Bank v Cox 
McQueen (a firm) 

Court of Appeal (Lord 
Woolf, Master of the 
Rods, Lord Justice 
Mummery and Lord 
Justice Mantell) 

26 January 1999 


properly completed, with Mrs 
Dukes's signature having been 
witnessed by a legal executive 
of toe solicitors. The bank paid 
the solicitors for their services. 

Four and a half years later 

toe bank sought to rety on their 
charge because Mr Dukes had 
stopped paying interest and 
discovered that the charge had 
not been signed by Mrs Dukes, 
but ty an impostor who had 
been introduced by Mr Dukes 
to the legal executive as his^ wife. 

After an initial attempt to 
proceed against Mrs Dukes, 
the bank commenced pro- 
ceedings against the solicitors 
and alleged, inter alia, non- 
performance by them of their 
retainer, on the basis that the 
terms of the letter of 18 March 
were unqualified 
Nicholas Stewart QC and Hugh 
Mercer iGateley Warning, Birm- 
ingham) for the bank; Alastair 
Norris QC (Pinsent Curtis) for 
the solicitors. 

Lord Woolf MR said that the 
question in the instant case 
was whether the bank had 
intended to ask for and 


whether the solicitors had 
intended to give a promise to 
answer for the fraud of the 
customer even if that fraud 
could not be detected by 
exercising all proper care. 

The answer to that question 
had to be no, unless the lan- 
guage used, looked at as a 
whole, indicated compellingjy to 
the contrary. It was necessary 
in the present case to concen- 
trate on the primary document, 
which was the letter of 18 
March. Although it instructed 
toe solicitors to obtain the sig- 
natures of Mr and Mrs Dukes, 
and to explain the implications 
of toe mortgage to Mrs Dukes, 
such obligations were not 
likely to be absolute: they were 
better suited to a requirement 
to exercise a reasonable 
standard of care. 

The court did not feel con- 
strained by the decision in 
Zioebner v Mortgage Corpo- 
ration (unreported, 18 June 
1998), in which the obligation 
had been to “property execute” 
the documents, and in which an 
undertaking rather than a cer- 
tificate had been involved. A 
certificate should not be as- 
similated with an undertaking. 

If commercial institutions 
such as banks wished to impose 
absolute liability on members 
trf a profession such as solicitors 
they should do so in dear terms 
so that toe solicitors could ap- 
preciate the extent of toe oblig- 
ation they were accepting. 
Unless the language used in a 
retainer dearly had that con- 
sequence, the courts should 
not be ready to impose obliga- 
tions on solicitors which even 
the most careful solicitor might 
not be able to meet 

Kate O’Hanlon, 
Barrister 


WORDS 

Christopher 

Hawtree 

niggardly, adj. 

all of them ignorant, unlike 
Mr Howard- Samuel John- 
son noted that it is derived 
from the Icelandic ninggr, 
a miser, and cites Shake- 


speare and Sidney (“so 
sluttish a vice"). The OED, 
more cautious in its ety- 
mology (obscure), offers 
such meanings as narrow 
and a false bottom. 

Nigger is another, com- 
plex matter, and Mr 
Howard's fete reminds us 
that OnveD’s Politics and the 
English Language was his 
most prescient writing. 
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There’s nowt so queer as blokes 


ONE OF the most heart-warming 
changes in society over the past 
20 years h as been in the attitudes 
towards gays. The ignorance of 
the Seventies was summed up by 
the stock line of lads in pubs if 
anyone vaguely, slightly in any 
way camp walked through the 
door “Uh oh, watch yourselves, 
backs agains t the walL" 

What do blokes who say this 
imagine? Do they honestly think 
that gay men are likely to go into 
a pub and think “Aha, they’re off 
their guard - i'll screw the lot 
of them”. 

Back then there was no Julian 
Clary or Chris Smith or Ellen or 
Barrymore or George MichaeL 
And now it no longer shocks, to 
anything like the same degree, 
when a club on a main road in 
Brixton gyrates under the name 
“Love Muscle". 

“You do realise it's gay night,” 
you're warned as you buy your 
ticket As if anyone’s likely to 
have got that fee and say: “Oh, I 
wondered why the queue was full 
of men in vests, with their arms 
around each other. And why 
there's a huge screen by the 
door, showing a naked man 
writhing on a mattress. So this 


isn’t line-dancing night, then?" 

How could this place be 
categorised, apart from gay? Ib 
earn the title of rave, a club has 
to be sweaty and packed, with no 
room for any type of dancing 
apart from wriggling on the spot 
and waving arms in the air, as if 
you're milking an exceptionally 
tall cow. If Gene Kelly had gone 
to a rave, he’d have had to 
abandon any hopes of walking up 
walls or gliding over settees, and 
opt for the tall cow dance. 
(Though a tab of Ecstasy is the 
only plausible explanation for 
anyone going “Wow, it’s raining” 
and dancing in puddles.) 

But once a few gaps appear on 
the dancefloor, the mood 
switches from the ebullience of a 
rave to the self-consciousness 
and doubt of a disco, as there are 
now enough spaces for it to be 
evident that you're a crap dancer. 
And this is what “Love Muscle” 
seemed to be; an enormous gay 
version of a Seventies school 
disco. The music could fool you 
into thinking it's modem, but was 
mostly tunes from the Seventies 
under a rapid beat There was 
Donna Summer, The Sweet 
Village People, anything from 


that era, until you wondered 
whether there’d be drum’n’bass 
versions of Aled Jones and the 
theme tune from On The Buses. 

The event is less outrageous 
than a typical heterosexual 
nightclub, with names like 
“Sinatras'’. No one staggers 
drunkenty backwards spraying 
Lager and demolishing tables. If 
you brush past somepne, they 
smile at you, but don’t hitch their 
shoulders up and quip “All right 
mate, wotch it”. In the toilets, 
everyone forms an orderly 
queue, none of the men swearing 
that they're gonna have that 
bastard, and no women are being 
consoled by their friends as they 
alternate between sobbing 
uncontrollably and ho nking 
Hooch into a basin. 

Some of the men remove their 
tops, but that’s about it for 
scandal. Although, as with any 
disco, behind the thumping 
rhythms and apparent jollity, 
soap-opera sagas are rapidly 
unfolding. From the balcony, 500 
dancers appear remarkably 
similar; but some will be itc hin g 
with anticipation, some gooey 
with affection, and others about 
to have a screaming row 


MARK STEEL 



On 

LOCATION 


punctuated with yells of “WHAT? 
I CANT HEAR YOU. DID 
YOU SAY YOU DID OR 
DID NT WANT TO LEAVE ME? 
HANG ON, WAIT TILL THE 
RECORD ENDS.” 

So a special bar; packed and 
steaming, is situated at one side 
for chatting purposes. I bought a 
drink there and thought: “Hmm, 
the problem with standing here 
alone is someone will start 
chatting me up, and I'll have to 
explain that I'm heterosexual 
and I'm doing a newspaper 
article and it will all get 
confusing...” Ten min utes later. 


stm in the same spot I was 
thinking “Oy. What’s wrong with 
me, then?” 

Maybe it was my reaction to 
the artistic high point of the 
evening, when thousands of 
balloons were released from the 
ceiling and within moments 
they’d all been burst The 
correct response, it seemed, was 
to jump on as many balloons as 
possible, going “wheeee". 
Whereas I stood there, t h i n k in g: 
“Oh no, someone must have 
spent all day blowing them up. 
Well, at least save some for 
taking borne.” 

Gay scene culture is not 
always easy to grasp. For 
example, I’ve never understood 
why certain women become gay 
icons. Why Xena the Warrior 
Princess and-Kylie Mfnogue? 
Why not Gloria Hunniford or 
Margaret Beckett? 

But there was one change in 
the gay scene that even I could 
spot. In the Seventies, it was 
divided between those that 
wanted to actively oppose the 
“backs against the wall” 
mentality, and those that 
preferred to turn a cheek, have a 
good time and just hope. The 


political faction, aware that 
weren’t alone in being trodden 
on, became drawn into a series of 
other battles. They became a key 
part of anti-racist campaigns, 
and the 1984 Gay Pride march 
was led by striking miners. 

The period began with the Gay 
Liberation Front disrupting an 
anti-gay rally, organised by The 
Festival of Light and fronted by 
Cliff Richard and Mary 
Whitehouse, by releasing 
thousands of mice into the 
audience. It continued into the 
Eighties, with attempts to 
counter scapegoating of gays for 
Aids. Throughout that time, 
alm ost every gay club exhibited 
at least a little resistance, even if 
it was just a few posters on walls, 
and a pile of campaigning 
newspapers by the dooc 

Gay discos would do better to 
revive that era’s sense of 
resistance, rather than its music. 
Instead there were no posters, 
and the only paper on offer was 
Boyz, a soft-pom rag with an 
editorial covering the tribulations 
of approaching 30. Which would 
be fine, if everything had been 
won. But despite the advances, 
equality is still a long way off. 


ssictfsa- 

^Sdbedijas^ 
heterosexuals as well « fcrOT* 
Because while you- re yelling 
SlgainstthewaU-you^n 
never hearstories like this. L^st 
week,” I was told by a man who 
tooted disarmingly innocent, "I 
ao ta call from a man who 

wanted to meet me in a pub- 

-Well we met up, and he baa a 

friend. He said he wanted to 

watch bis friend and I wrestle m 

the nude. I tried to explainthat 

this wasn’t a good idea, but he 
wasn’t having it So we got back 

to his place, his friend and I 

siripped off, and I hurled the 

friend straight against the wall 

and knocked him out *Is that it. 
he said. I said: ‘I tried to tell you 
but you weren't listening. I'm a 
black-belt in judo, you see/ So it 
was all a bit of a failure and I 

went home.” 

How much more impressive 
than a typical heterosexual 
failure: “I asked her in For a 
coffee, but she said she had to go 
home and feed her cat. 


The day East Timor was deleted 
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Notice of the Amendment to Custodian Fee 
of The Thailand Fund 

|lb: Unitholders of The Thailand Fund 

The Thai Securities and Exchange Commission has 
approved the reduction of the Custodian Fee of the 
Thailand Fund (the “Fund”) from 0.1% to 0.08% per 
annum of the Net Asset Value of the Fund, effective 
January 30th, 1999. 

Announced on January 29th, 1999. 


| Manager of the Thailand Fund 

Charities 

Unusual Gifts 

CHILDREN ON DIALYSIS 

need our love and practical support, not 
just today but every day. Sadly, money 
cannot buy healthy kidneys but it can 
make life worth having. 

Donations urgently needed by 

The British Kidney Patient Association 

Bordon, Hants. GU35 9JZ (i) 

’ Reg. Charity No. 270288 JX 

A NEWSPAPER tor that special 
dale. 1642-1999, mostmesavafl- 
abie. Ideal birthday gift. Ftamsm- 
ber When. Tab 0181-688 8323. Or 
CALL FREE 0600 820 000. 

Publishers 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 
Fiction. non-Scoon. bogtaphy, 
ieS^ous. poetry. ctOdiBn. 
AUTHORS WORLDWIDE INVITED 
WRITE OB SEND YOUR 
MANUSCRIPT TO: 

MINERVA PRESS 

2 Old Brampton Rd, 
LONDON SW7 3DQ 

To advertise in this section please cal! the 

Classified Team on 0171 293 2347. 
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SYRATEX LlMITtO 
T/A *Tbe Kings Head' 

NOna S !£REBY OVEN pursuit 

B Section 98 oi the ImahrncY Ad 
1986 Hut i MEETWG of the CRfDk 
TOBS td above named Gxnpany 
fcffl beheld on IMt Febuay 1999 
X 4 Qiarteihouse Square. London 
EC1M6ENa< lZDOnoontorAepui- 
po» mentioned in Seoicn 99 eiseq 

ol the said Act 

NOTJQf S fURTHCK GIVEN tuil 
Maurice Raymond Dom ngnn. F1PA, 
of Fopptaon a Appleby. 4 
ChartrAoure Square. London. KIM 
MN b appointed B aa as tig quafi- 
fied tnsohenqr Practitioner punuam 
Id Section HBttlui <4 the said AO 
who will furnish ms6Uws, tie# of 
dine? , with such uritmution con- 
eenwsfteCniTpanVj as hey 
may iNsonabh rapine 
hated this 22nd day o( linury 1999 
By Older of the Boaid 
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No. 007449 
IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER Of 
MOULINEX SWAN HOLDINGS 
LIMITED 

nod 

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT IMS 
j NOTICE IS HEREBY’ GIVEN 
Uiai a Pennon was on 31 
December. 1998 presented to 
Her Majesty’s High Cowl a! 
| Justin: for the corifirmaiioo ul 
the reduction of the capital ol 
the above-named Company 

from £37.600,000 divided into 
37.600,000 Ordinary Shares ol 
I II each io IIJOOOLUW divided 

into 1.000.000 Ordinary Shares 
of !J each. 

AND NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN that the said iVtition c 
directed to be heard before the 
Companies Court Registrar at 
I the Royal Courts Ot Justice, 
Strand. London WC2A 2LL on 
| Wednesday the 10th dav of 
February 1999. 

Any Creditor or Shareholder ol 
the said Company desirine to 
oppose the making of an Order 
for the confirmation of the ■aid 
reduction of capital should 
appear at the time of hearing m 
person or by Counsel for that 
I purpose. 

| A copy of the said Petition mil 
be furnished to any such person 
I requiring the same hv the 
undermentioned Solicitors On 
: payment of the regulated 
| charge for the ume 

Doled this 23th dav of Januart 
1999 

George Green & Co 
195 High Street. 

| CradJev Heath. 
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Cyberspace is turning nasty - and this time 
it’s political. The virtual world is under attack 
by terrorist backers. By Charles Arthur 


E ast Timor disap- 
peared from the 
map the other 
day. The re- 
moval was not 
physical: there 
was no tsunami or undersea 
volcano to swallow up the is- 
land. which has been illegally 
occupied by the Indonesian 
government since 1975. 

Its disappearance was 
prompted by an invisible flood 
of electronic pulses which 
poured down the telephone 
wires into a small office in 
Dublin. Ireland. -I got a yell 
from the other rooim ‘Unplug 
now." ana I ran down the siairs 
and unplugged it from the wail 
no ifs or buts.” recalls John 
Plunkett, a systems adminis- 
trator at Connect Ireland, an In- 
ternet service provider. 

From that moment anyone 
trying to e-mail somebody with 
an East Timor address, or ac- 
cess one of the country's Web 
pages, would have faced a 
blank screen. It was one of the 
most effective cyber-terrorism 
attacks on record: a whole 
country was suddenly cut off 
from the outside cyberworld. 

Many, countries would see 
this kind of co-ordinated attack 
as a mere foreshadowing of 
what could be on the way. With 
society so interconnected, so re- 
liant on multiple sources of 
media the best way to strike at 
a country is to sabotage its lines 
of communication. The most ef- 
fective attack is the one your 
enemy does not know is com- 
ing, does not even know has oc- 
curred. Last March Louis 
Freeh, the director of the FBI. 
asked a Senate committee for 
increased funding to cover 
“several priority initiatives, in- 
cluding those in the areas of 
counter-terrorism and cyber- 
crime". The week before, the 
US Attorney- General Janet 
Reno said: “Our systems are 
more vulnerable than ever to'at- 
tack because of our unprece- 
dented reliance on technology.” 

Martin Maguire, a director at 
Connect Ireland, knew that in 
setting up a “virtual" East 
Timor on his company’s com- 
puters he was taking some 
risks. “It's a virtual country in 
that in political terms, it is not 
allowed to exist in the real 
world by the Indonesian gov- 
ernment -they just call it part 
of Indonesia - so its only sov- 
ereignty is in cyberspace." 

On 7 December 1997, the 
22nd anniversary of the island's 
invasion, he registered his com- 
pany as the “top level domain” 
for East Timor (their machines 
acted like a directory enquiries 
database for any Internet com- 
puter looking to connect to an 
East Timorese), with the jailed 
resistance leader Xanana Gus- 
raao as its official administra- 
tor. Gusmao’s inclusion was 
necessary because he is based 
in East Timor; as the interna- 
tional rules for setting up those 
domains requires. 

From then on, Maguire and 
his team vetted applications 
from anyone who wanted to set 
up a Web page with the suffix 


“.tp” (the allotted abbreviation 
of Timorese Internet address- 
es, just as “uk” denotes British 
people and organisations). 

That was not popular with 
the Indonesian authorities: a 
spokesman for the Indonesian 
embassy in London said: “Ihe 
handover of the domain to the 
government of East Timor is 
beyond imagination, since the 
government of East Timor will 
not exist" 

Four months later the hack- 
ing attacks began. The first 
ones were clumsy. But they 
grew increasingly sophisticat- 
ed until last week they reached 
a level where the hackers could 
hare altered the crucial data- 
base: thus someone trying to 
find a “Free East Timor" page 
might instead have been di- 
rected to “Why Indonesia Whs 
Right To Invade". There would 
be no way for the casual surfer 
to know that their computer had 
been subverted. 

“It was so well organised, so 
deliberate and so skilfiil that 
whoever was doing it must be 
getting paid," said Mr Maguire. 

The attack has been repelled 
for now, but were it not for care- 
ful monitoring of systems. East 


It was one of the 
most effective 
attacks on record: 
a whole country 
was suddenly cut 
off from the 
outside world 


Timor might have disappeared 
as a separate entity for the sec- 
ond time in its existence. 

The United States military 
and government are aware 
that wars in the future wifi be 
fought on every front, including 
the virtual one. On the sa me 
day that Freeh was asking for 
more cash. Bill Gates, head of 
Microsoft, was insisting to an- 
other Senate committee that 
his company does not have a 
monopoly in the world of com- 
puters. With a nice sense of 
irony, a team of hackers 
launched an attack within the 
US which froze thousands of 
machines - in military and gov- 
ernment offices - connected to 
the Internet The hackers made 
their point: they only targeted 
machines running Microsoft’s 
Windows software. 

But why, you may wonder, 
should an attack on the “virtu- 
al" East Timor lead to a 
computer being hastily un- 
plugged in Dublin? Questions 
like that assume that the real 
world somehow maps directly 
to that of cyberspace. But as 
more people are discovering, 
that is not how it works. Cy- 
berspace is taking on the char- 
acteristics of the world which 
Gibson, in his groundbreaking 
science-fiction novel Neuro- 
mancer, described. It isn’t real, 


but it affects you profoundly, 
every day. In the virtual world, 
power does not depend on how 
big you are physically; it de- 
pends on how mud; notice peo- 
ple take of you, and how much 
attention you can force them to 
pay. The virtual world of East 
Timor may reside in a Dublin 
computes You can also perform 
cyber-terrorism against peo- 
ple. companies, entire classes 
of software (such as Microsoft's 
operating systems). It doesn't 
take a gun or physical training. 
An eager hacker with a good 
supply of fiz^y drinks and an In- 
ternet connection can bring 
any of theabove to their knees 
- virtually speaking (and phys- 
ically if they end up having to 
unplug their computer). 

sometimes, becoming a 
virtual country offers real ben- 
efits. Tanga, for example, has 
the fortuitous suffix of “io”. And 
with English still the dominant 
language on the Web, that at- 
tracted the attention of com- 
panies eager to have a snappy 
address: would a travel agent 
be interested by the address 
“www.go.to/australia” or 
“www.go.to/japan"? Fbr Tonga, 
with a gross domestic product 
of only about £l20m, the £100 
registration fee for each new do- 
main in its comer of cyberspace 
would come in handy. 

The Net is also becoming a 
more political place - where 
revolutionary groups decide 
who wifi host their Web page al- 
most before they decide when 
to start the revolution, and 
hackers change the contents of 
political parties' Web pages (as 
happened to both the Tories 
and Labour at the last election). 

Harmless stuff? Not neces- 
sarily. The other day California 
saw its first court case brought 
under a “cyberstalker” law that 
came into force on l January. 
The prosecution claims that 
after a woman rejected his 
(physical) advances, Gary Del- 
lapenta placed an ad under 
her name on a bulletin board, 
cl aim i ng she was seeking male 
partners to help her live out a 
rape fantasy. Those who re- 
sponded (and you must wonder 
about their mental state) were 

sent her physical description, 
address and details of her 
home alarm. DeUapenta has 
pleaded not guilty. But the fact 
that such a law has been 
deemed necessary dhows how 
the virtual world is lapping 
over into our physical one. 

The more immediate wor- 
ries are in the real world. Con- 
nect Ireland knows a little 
about that; it has tweaked the 

nose (rfa government which has 
(as a representative admitted 
on TV recently) engaged in 
torture and rape. That is hard- 
ly something to be done light- 
ly. About a year ago, Mr 
Maguire recalls, he got “a cou- 
ple of phone calls from, sh all I 
say, an Eastern gentleman. 
They weren’t very nice.” 

Was he worried? He chuck- 
les. “I said look, pal, you can't 
worry me. rm Irish. I’ve been 
terrorised by professionals.” 

He chuckles again. 
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Are animals conscious, sentient creatures? Research 
suggests that some are. By Sanjida O’Connell 
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D r Miriam Roth- 
schild had an owl 
that became so 
jealous when 
Rothschild's 
daughter was 
born, that the 
bird would try to attack both her and 
the child. Animals can often appear 
to have emotions, to be highly in- 
telligent, motivated and sentient - 
but are they truly conscious? 

Consciousness is a topic long 
avoided by the scientific commun- 
ity, but it has troubled philosophers 
for hundreds of years. Each one of 
us knows that we are conscious but 
we cannot know what consciousness 
is like for anyone else. Given the pri- 
vate and subjective nature Of human 
consciousness, it would seem almost 
impossible to determine whether an- 
other species is conscious. But al- 
though we can never get inside the 
head of another creature, science is 
increasingly developing techniques 
to understand consciousness. 

Stephen Budiansky, the author of 
If a Lion Could 7h ft, says: “We ought 
to have an open mind about animal 
consciousness. But we also have to 
be sceptical, because we as humans 
have an almost compulsive tendency 
to interpret the world as a mirror of 
our own minds. When we see an an- 
imal behaving in an intelligent, flex- 
ible fashion we automatically 
assume that it must have a con- 
scious mind much like ours. 

“But it is possible for minds to dis- 
play highly intelligent processes 
without these being conscious. Com- 
puters certainly do so ; and even we 
perform many tasks that are done 
' completely unconsciously.” 

A condition known as “blind- 
sight'' may help us understand what 
it might be like to be fully function- 
ing and awake, but unconscious. 
“Graham" had an accident when he 
was eight years old which damaged 
part of the visual cortex, the section 
of his brain that processes sight He 
is now blind on the right-hand side 
of his body and, because of the un- 
usual nature of his syndrome, he has 
become a semi-professional re- 
search subject for scientists. 

When he is forced to guess the 
location of objects placed on Ms blind 
side, their shape, direction of move- 
ment and even their colours, he is 
nearly always correct “It's a very 
bizarre feeling to sit there and be told 
events are taking place on your 
right-hand side -as far as 1 am con- 
cerned, nothing at all happens,” 
says Graham. 

Graham is unconscious of his 
sense of sight His brain has com- ■■ 
pensated for the damage by pro- 


cessing his vision through an older 
pathway in the midbrain, which al- 
lows his brain to “see” without his 
havinga conscious image in his mind 
ofwhal he sees. This may be the way 
animals operate - guessing accur- 
ately about what they see. but with 
no awareness of it Evidence that Uns 
may be the case for some animals 
comes from brain studies of pigeons 
and tree shrews, which also process 
their sight along the same ancient 
pathway as Graham does. 

Hie situation may be different for 
bigger-brained animals. In the Sev- 
enties Professor Nick Humphrey, of 
Cambridge University, was working 
with a monkey that had no visual cor- 
tex. Helen was, to all intents and pur- 
poses, completely blind. 

Humphrey reports: “I had a 
hunch that there was something 
going on which might reveal a cap- 
acity for sight which even she wasn't 
aware of. I started working with her; 
and. . . a miracle happened. Within a 
few days, she was beginning to at- 
tend to what I was doing Within a 


‘The hallmark of 
consciousness is 
understanding the 
mind of another 
conscious being 1 


few years, you wouldn't have known 
that there was anything abnormal 
about her. Helen had somehow de- 
veloped an ability to see without 
being conscious” The nearest anal- 
ogy for it, he says, is ESP “You know 
wfaafs out there, but you dont know 
how you know it” 

It seems that animals that 
process their vision in the same way 
as us - via the cortex land are not 
brain-damaged) - may well be con- 
scious. We have had a notoriously dif- 
ficult time trying to define 
consciousness, but perhaps it may 
best be understood in two ways. The 
first is what philosophers refer to as 
quolio. This basically describes how 
sensations and experiences are per- 
ceived by an individual. If some 
animals do have this kind of con- 
sciousness, this is what they will be - 
aware of - the unique experience of 
being alive, and how the world feels 
to a particular animaL A philosopher; 
Thomas Nagel, wrote a seminal 
paper in the Seventies entitled What 
is it Like to Be a Hat?. He conclud- 
ed that we can never really under- 
stand what it is like to echoloeate or 


fly in the dark, but what we do 
know is that there is something that 
it is like to be a bat 

The more sophisticated kinds of 
consciousness, such as self-aware- 
ness and awareness of other minds, 
may well be beyond the cognitive 
capacity of most aznroals. One of the 
ways of testing self-awareness is the 
so-called mirror test Only children 
over the age of 18 months, great apes 
and, possibly, dolphins seem to be 
able to recognise themselves in the 
mirror. However, Or Celia Hayes, a 
psychologist from University College 
London, disputes the claims made 
for this test. “When most people talk 
about self-awareness, they mean 
that the individual with self-aware- 
ness knows certain things about 
their body, and they know these 
things consciously - for example, 
that it’s mortal that your body con- 
tains a unique mind. You can pass 
the mirror test without knowing 
that you’re mortal or that you’re 
unique - all you have to be able to 
do is to spot certain links or con- 
nections between your body and the 
mirror image." 

Most animals certainly seem to 
have a physical awareness of their 
own bodies - they know where they 
end and the world begins, and con- 
sequently can fly, run or jump with- 
out major catastrophes - but few, if 
any, animals have the kind of self- 
awareness that Hayes describes. . 

The final hallmar k of conscious- 
ness is understanding the mind of 
another conscious bong and, a gain 
there is only experimental evidence 
to suggest that our closest living rel- 
ative. the chim panzee, may ap- 
proach this level of conscious 
awareness. 

Professor Sally Boysen, from the 
University of Ohio, tested chimp- 
anzees' understanding of other 
chimps' mental states. The worst 
thing that can happen to a chimp in 
her lab is vaccination: they are ter- 
rified of needles. Bqysen approached 
a cage in which one chimpanzee 
could see heg and another could not 
When the chimpanzee that had not 
seen her was allowed out of the cage 
(apparently to be vaccinated), the 
chimp that had seen her started to 
bark, erect its hair and pull an ex- 
pression of fear while looking at the 
chimp that was ignorant of the sit- 
uation. If Sally approached the cage 
with food, the chimp that knew what 
was going on made none of these 
warning signals to the chimp in the 
inner enclosure. 

Bqysen says these results show 
that tiie chimpanzees understand 
when another chimp is ignorant of 
a potentially dangerous situation. 



Chimpanzees are able to warn fellow chimps of potential dangers 


Havakuk Levison 


“I’ve spent the last 24 years in the 
company of chimpanzees, and 
there’s no question in my mind that 
they are sentient, conscious beings, 
who are ever processing what’s 
happening around them. 'Ihey’re on 
an almost even par with us in terms 
of their abilities to reflect on them- 
selves and others around them.” 

Not all animals may show the re- 
flective self-awareness and aware- 


ness of other minds that perhaps 
mould our consciousness, and many 
may indeed possess little conscious 
awareness. However a number of 
species could be conscious -we may 
not know wbat their conscious 
awareness is like, but there is some- 
thing that it is like to be a bat, a bird 
or a beluga whale, if not a bacteri- 
um. When I asked Dr Mjriam Roth- 
schild what it was like to be a dog. 


she said: “I believe that dogs really 
see the world in a series of smells. .. 
and I often think that they have a 
rather poor life, because they live in 
a world where they only see every- 
body from the knee downwards, 
and with very nasty, smelly feet” 

Sanjida O’Connell is the producer 
of ‘Are Animals Conscious?’, to be 
shown on BBC 2, 6pm, 30 January 


UPDATE 


THE COUNCIL of Europe is to 
vote today on whether to 
impose a moratorium on 
fUnir-al t rials of 
xenotransplantation, in which 
anim fd or gans are 
transplanted into humans. 
The vote, which is expected 
to halt plans for trials, would 
be a political rather than a 
scientific decision, and 
probably not binding on 
member countries. But it 
reflects increasing worries 
that animals' DNA hides 
pathogens which could have 
drastic effects on human 
organ recipients. 


THE WORLD has a brand- 
new. superheavy element Or 
it did. A team at the Joint 
Institute for Nuclear 
Research at Dubna, near 
Moscow, synthesised a new 
element containing 114 
protons and 175 neutrons. 

It was achieved by 
bombarding neutron- 
enriched plutonium with a 
calcium isotope. The as-yet 
unnamed element survived 
about 30 seconds - much 
longer than other synthesised 
elements, which last a few 
fractions of a second. 

Theory had predicted that - 
element 114 might lie in 
an ‘island of stability” among 
the heavy elements, which 
the experiment seems to 
show. 


RESEARCH FROM Holland 
suggests that DNA from 
ingested plants and food has 
a half-life of about six 
minutes in the human gut It 
also found that genetically 
modified bacteria can 
transfer their genes to 
bacteria in the gut, if the two 
microbes are sufficiently 
closely linked tsay, both from 
the Enterococcus family). 

However; worries that the 
work, reported in New 
Scientist, could lead to new 
“superbugs” as food with 
genes for antibiotic 
resistance is eaten by 
animals, were discounted by 
John Beringei; head of the 
Advisory Committee on 
Releases to the Environment 
The risk of such events is 
very, very small he said - 
and many people already 
have gut bacteria resistant to 
ampicillin. the antibiotic 
commonly used for resistant 
modified bacteria 

Charles Arthur 

The Sky at Night column un& 
appear in next toedt’s 
science page 
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i ne director of the cult Questions sna answers 
movies .Absolute Beginners will be followed by s specie! 
and Earth 6ir-s are Easy oreve-.v of the aim Vigo 
about his new film wnich precedes :ts 
Viso. In so; red bv the wo* theatrical release h the 

ofthe visionary French UK In tine Spring, 
film-maker Jean Vigo. 

toe film s a passionate Thursday 2c February 
nortfoyal of Pis afe. /.loom 

uC! Plaza Cinema. SVVi 
Tickets £15.00 :£5.00i 
mouses s . i Co c.1nk 

Box Office 0171 S40 1119 
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Technoquest 


Q The Moon orbits the 
Earth every month. Why 
then isn't there a solar 
eclipse (where the Moon 
blocks out the Sun) every 
month? 

The Moon’s orbit is tilted in 
relation to that of tbe 
Earth around the Sun by 
5.2 degrees. The lunar 
orbit does not oscillate, so 
the moon’s orbital plane 
does not rotate as the 
Earth rotates around the 
Sun. This wnearMt that an 
eclipse occurs only if the 
alignment of Moon, Sun 
and Earth is exactly right 

Q What uses does the 
Aspilia plant have? 

The genus Aspilia, a 
member of the Compositae 
(daisy) femity, is certainly 
interesting: it has 
representatives from 
tropical America through 
to Africa and Madagascar. 
The total number of 
species recognised in the 
last revision was around 
60. It finds uses in solving 
many medical problems 
including eclampsia, 
lumbago, sciatica, 
neuralgia and malaria. It 
also has antibacterial and 
antiparasitic properties. 
This is not to say that 
every species will have one 
or more of these uses, or 
that the usage is proven as 
effective, but it is certainty 
a good indication of the 
potential bioactivity of 
members of tbe gains. 

One fascinating aspect 

about members iff this 
genus is tbe way that 
primates, particularly 
chimpanzees, also appear 
to use them for their 
medicinal activity; indeed 


it would seem that man 
may have originally learnt 
such uses from them. 

Q Did England once have 
different time zones 
within it, as the United 
States now does? 

Not officially. However, 
before modern 
communications systems, 
when there was no way of 
telling people around the 
country what the exact 
time was, people relied on 
their local sunrise and 
sunset to set their clocks. 
As the sun rises and sets at 
different times across the 



Time-keeping by the son 

country this meant a 
difference in times 
between towns. The arrival 
of trains, and timetables, 
enforced unification 
around a common time. 

Q Where is tbe 
temperature probe to 
measure the outside 
temperature located on a 
car, and why is it not 
affected by wind chill 
and/or engine 
temperature? 

The probe is under the 
front bumpei; protected 
from wind chin (which only 


really affects human 
beings anyway), and far 
enough away for its 
readings not to be affected 
by the engine's 
temperature. 

Q Is it possible that a 
planet could orbit the 
double star system Sirius 
A and B? 

Sirius A is an a type A3 
star, with 27 times the 
Sun's luminosity, while 
Sirius B is a white dwarf 
with onty Q -02 times the 
Sun's luminosity. You can 
consider Sirius B as being 
in a very elliptical orbit 
around Sirius A (in fact 
they both orbit their 
common centre of mass) 
with the distance between 
them varying from about 7 
to 28 AU - where 1 AU is 
defined as the distance 
between Earth and Sun. As 
it happens, Jupiter lies 
about 7 AU away from the 
Sun, and Neptune about 28 
AUaway. 

Current theories 
suggest that planets are 
very unlikely to form in a 
dose binary star system: 
the companion star (in this 
case Sirius B) would tend 
to throw the “building 
blocks” for the planets out 
of the entire system, 
disrupting their formation. 
Theory also suggests that 
onty stars whose mass is 
less than IS times that of 
the Sun will have orbiting 
planets; Sirius A’s mass 
is 22 times greater than 
the Sun’s. 

You, can visit die 
Technoquest World Wide 
Web site at http:!iwww. 
sciencmetorg.uk 



40 Weekends 
in New York 
to be won with 

IfltKtoHIEWYOBK 


Talk Radio and The Independent are flying 40 pairs of 
winners to New York for a weekend in March In our 
Talk to New York' Competition. Throughout February 
there are 2 New York Weekends to be won every weekday. 

Talk Radio, on 1053 and 1089am /medium wave, is the only 
national commercial talk station. Talk Radio gives you the chance 
to have your say on the issues that matter. You can talk direct to 
celebrities and news makers, from Foreign Secretary Robin Cook 
to actor and comedian Robbie Coltrane, from Formula One driver 
David Coulthard to boxing impressario Don King. 

How to Play 'Talk to New York' When to listen to Talk Radio 


Every day from next Monday we're 
printing a fresh map, in The 
Independent Review section, 
showing 2 different locations in 
Manhattan. 

Tune to Talk Radio and listen for the 
Avenue and Street No.s for one of 
that day's locations, identify it on 
the map and you could be a winner. 

How to find Talk Radio 

1053 and 1089am across the UK 
and in the following areas: 

1107 am: Boston (Lines), Gatwick, 
Liverpool. Lydd (Kent), 

Paignton (Devon), Southampton 
1071am: Newcastle, Nottingham 


For your chance to win a trip for 
two to New York listen to Talk 
Radio at these times every 
weekday: 

8.20am The Big Boys' Breakfast 
with Banks & Ferrari 

6.20pm Sportszone 



1053/1089 am 
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Wh en night falls in the city, too many beautiful buildings simply disappear. It’s time t o light up, says Nonie_Jg — - 

Never 
darken 
my door 


M ichael Fara- 
day’s statue 
vanishes 
after dark 
Ironic that 
the inventor 
of electricity 
has not even a single lightbulb to 
stop him disappearing like a genie, 
but he is just one of many London 
landmarks that needs new lighting. 

Big cities are transformed at 
night by the magical effects of light 
But compared to New York or Paris, 
London sleeps with the lights off 
The saddest place is the River 
Thames, according to lighting de- 
signer Jonathan Speirs. Cruising 
down it in a motor-launch after 
dark, he reveals gaps in the skyline 
where substantial buildings just 
disappear at night Somerset House 
is wiped out Embankment Gar- 
dens outside the Savqy Hotel be- 
come a dense, black thicket 
Cleopatra's Needle is missing, 
Waterloo Bridge turns forlorn and 
sickly. The church of St Magnus, 
which stands at the entrance to Lon- 
don Bridge, vanishes - which is why 
we haven't heard of it - while St 
Mary's, Gilbert Scott's crenellated 
wedding-cake of a church in north 
London has been put back on the 
map with adventurous illumination. 

Other parts of London have 
riackout areas to match the worst 
lights of the Blitz. The parks, for a 
dart and Buckingham Palace most 
lights. And even when buildings are 
t. many simply bleach out and 
»ok more like two-dimensional 
ardboard cutouts. Too much light 
» as bad as no light. Tower Bridge 
eeds to have the volume turned 
own. St Paul's, lit from one side to 
mlicate moonlight looks more like 
parody of itself. 

“Mv advice to the new mayor of 
London is to get a lighting design- 
er. to programme a concerted effort 
r* the same way as Coventry, Liv- 
erpool E dinb urgh and Cambridge 
ire orchestrating their city lighting 
irogramraes," says Jonathan 
Speirs. Or Lyon in FVance, where the 
vlayor levies a small tax on all its cit- 
zens to light the city. Paid for by 
axes and funded partly by local busi- 
less. the annual cost Of maintaining 
die city scheme costs each council 
•ax payer £7 a year. “Thntastic city 
ighting, but they’ve gone for quan- 
ity not quality,” says Speirs, who be- 


lieves some buildings should be 
plunged into darkness. 

The Campaign for Dark Skies 
agrees. “Less light is more reveal- 
ing," is the provocative message of 
campaigner Dr John Mason. Dr 
Mason mourns the loss of our great- 
est natural heritage, the sky at 
night "Who can see the glimmer of 
the Milky Way in our bright skies ?" 
Perhaps only one in a million stars 
is viable. Most of the problem stems 
from electric light that goes straight 
up toward the sky, illuminating noth- 
ing. Some of this wasted light even 
bounces off the atmosphere and re- . 
fleets back on to Earth. 

Good lighting is a good deterrent 
to crime. Since the Middle Ages 
when, on All Hallows' Eve, the Celts 
lit bonfires and lanterns to protect 
themselves and their crops from 
malevolent spirits, we have believed 
that light protects us from harm. 
Now, at night we flood our streets 
and carparks with light to scare off 
muggers. But all over the world, in 
ddes and suburbs, a glut of outdoor 
lighting is obscuring our view. The 
Dark Skies Association, with brandi- 
es in 62 foreign countries, is cam- 
paigning to do something about it. 
pushing forlegislation against light 
pollution, hoping to restrict both mu- 
nicipal and private lighting. 

They are supported flighting de- 
signers who abhor the ugly, yellow 
halo that unfocused, wide beam 
lights bring to buildings such as 
Unilevers in central London. When 
Jonathan Speirs was invited by 
Croydon Council to light their sub- 
urban skyline, he had to win over 
Dark Sky campaigners to prove 
that the project had widespread 
community support before they 
could collect the £2m Lottery money 
awarded by the Millennium Com- 
mission. Thirty -eight buildings on 
Croydon's skyline will sparkle with 
kinetic, colourful light; what Speirs 
describes as a “bit of rock’n'roll". 
Councillors expect Croydon to take 
off with more shoppers, winers and 
diners, and pedestrians enjoying 
the newly-illuminated nightlife. 

Croydon won Lottery funding, 
but London First's application for 
similar funding to light central Lon- 
don's skyline was turned down. All 
the Lottery allocation went instead 
to the Dome, where the spotlight wfll 
fell at the turn Of the millennium. 

Stepping into London’s Mfllenni- 



Clockwise from above: Lloyd’s of London (1986), voted best-lit building; the Millennium Dome, lit inside and out by Speirs and Major; St Paul’s, two-dimensional 
by night, fakes moonlight; the Oxo Tower, darkened for a decade, now a London landmark after Lifschutz Davidson restored its red neon logo 


urn Dome at night will be like hav- 
ing a heavenly night-sky overhead. 
Purple-blue lights beamed from the 
floor will play upon the vast, spher- 
ical space to make it more intimate. 
Because the roof is translucent ito 
capture as much daylight as possi- 
ble), that blue light at night will soft- 
en its profile so that the Dome 


doesn'tlight up like a flying saucer 
Inside, red and white light will play 
upon the lap circuit that runs around 
the central arena. By day, the light 
inside the Dome is white and cool. 

"Visitors will definitely have to 
come twice to experience those 
very different climates created by 
day and night,” says Speirs, who is 


responsible for the lighting along 
with his partner; Mark Major. 

lb prove how lighting changes the 
character of a building, lighting 
manufacturers Philips built a model 
village outside Lyon, around a village 
square, scaled two-thirds down from 
life-size. A computerised light pro- 
gramme plays upon the model of a 


neo-classical town hafl. Simply by 
changing the light, the way the 
building is perceived alters. A wel- 
coming glow at the entrance lures 
theatregoers inside, as the rest of the 
building is mysteriously wrapped in 
wraiths of silvery light Pinpointed 
with light, like Harrods, it turns into 
a casino. As the Courts of Justice, 


it takes on a steety cold light that is 
authoritative and sobering. Fbr the 
bank; the columns are illuminated 
as the props that stabilise the build- 
ing. At night, its identity is estab- 
lished purely through light 

‘Bright Lights, Big City’ wiU be 
shown cm ITV on 16 Feb at 730pm 


This one’s a real page-turner 

It T s as small as a pocket dictionaiy yet contains enough books to fill a small shop. The only drawback 
with my Rocket-ebook is its cost - about £300. By Miranda Seymour 


OF THE nightmares I can still 
remember from childhood, 
none were so scary as the one 
about the nursery bookcase 
that reached all the way up to 
the ceiling The books I wanted 
to read most naturally were the 
ones I couldn't reach. (How 
was I to know that the brown 
volumes on the top shelf con- 
tained the adventures of Little 
Rollo. a boy for whom every 
□ew day brought a fresh op- 
portunity for virtuous deeds?) 
Scrambling up the shelves in 
my dreams to make a grab at 
these out-of-reach plums, I felt 
the bookcase rock and then 
lurch. The nightmare ended in 
a scream of fright as it swayed 
away from the wall and down to 
swallow me in darkness. 

If only the electronic book 
had been around all those years 
ago. Who needs a wobbly book- 
case when enough works to fill 
a small shop can be crammed 


into a gadget the size of a 
pocket dictionaiy? 

Tm in love with a book- 
shaped screen. Now let me tell 
you why. 

I'm going on a long plane 
journey, and can’t mate up my 
mind which book to take. No 
need to choose; I download 10 
into my nifty little Rocket- 
eBook My neighbour on the 
plane is desperate for sleep, 
doesn’t like eye-masks - but my 
screen has a discreet back- 
light, throwing out no distract- 
ing flickers. 1 can read it for 
hours without bothering him, or 
causing my own eyes to ache. 

Anybody used to reading on 
screen knows how uncomfort- 
able it becomes staring at long 
lines of close print; the real gen- 
ius of the new electronic book 
designers has been to produce 
a high-resolution screen with a 
proper book shape to it You 
read on a "portrait" shape in- 


stead of the conventional "land- 
scape” based on a TV screen; 
the pages turn rather than 
scroL It may not sound a big dif- 
ference but, to the reader; it’s 
everything. Electronic scan- 
ning becomes, for the first time, 
as easy and agreeable as read- 
ing a book. More so, if we’re 
talking encyclopaedias; it 
weighs no more than a Dick 
Francis. Small as a paperback, 
but a lot more elegant, the 
Rocket comes equipped with 
what the manufacturers call 
“an ergonomically rounded 
edge” to fit into the palm of your 
hand as comfortably as a well- 

made book spine. 

Maybe the best thing of all 
about this brilliant little inven- 
tion from my point of view is 
that it gives me, for the first 
time, a way of spot-reading 
novels. These, as we all know, 
never come equipped with in- 
dexes. Suppose you want to 


check the first appearance 
Uriah Heep makes in Demid 
Copperfield. Simplicity itself 
with the Rocket-e; just type in 
the name and push the button. 
The answer’s yours in less 
than five seconds. 

They’ve thought of every- 
thing: you nan annotate, 
browse, make bookmarks, 

‘ check words in a dictionaiy; 
underline, switch the font... 
when you get bored with doing 
ail that, you can just lay the 
"book” casually in front of you 
os a table and wait fbr some- 
body to ask where they can get 
one, and how it works. Don't 
expect to wait long. 

Hie makers see the biggest 
market for fheir invention in the 
professional readers of refer- 
ence worts, which are usually 
as weighty on the hands as on 
the purse. But there’s no rea- 
son why the Rocket-eBook 
shouldn't be used in schools. If 


the price came down to, say, £40 
(from about £300 now), and the 
cost of buying books in elec- 
tronic form could be sub- 
stantially dropped, huge 
improvements could be made 
to the availability of information 
materials. Reading needn't be 
threatened by the electronic 
book, but expanded and given 
a broader base. Think of hos- 
pitals, universities, old people’s 
homes - all places where the 
price of books and space re- 
quirements act against the 
needs of readers. Think of 
smaller groups, of people who 
need to work on texts - trans- 
lators, adapters, editors. The 
benefits to them of a gadget like 
this are incalculable. 

There’s no danger of the 
Rocket-eBook or its compet- 
itors in the field displacing the 
classics people wiU always want 
to own and handle; as a sup- 
plement, nota substitute, I can 


see it becoming indis- 
pensable. Technology 
doesn't often produce 
something so obviously 
able to be of immediate and 
far-reaching benefit 
All we need is for 
publishers to put 
their faith in the fu- 
ture of gadgets like 
this and start work- 
ing out how to make 
books available for 
downloading at min- 
imum cost 
This being a de- 
sign page, FA make a 
few suggestions for 
improvement Page 
numbers would be a 
help, for making notes 
and giving the reader a 
better sense of location 
in the text A horizontal 

screen shift, instead of a 

vertical one, would for 
crease the sense of a page 




? being 
And,fo] 
, * get that 
^ self a bw 
not drop tl 
ventional g 
matt-black body for son 
a bit more book-like, tar 
with a logo on the cun 
tic spine? 

Meanwhile, Tm just j 
download another 10 ti 
bedside reading.. 


electronic books, 

\i;. ^^-baniescmdnoi 

'-VV 

' Jte TeUxncf wtfl be pub- 
lished in paperback by 
Picador tn April 

Small as a paperback 




mi Dss r Arguably the best thing 
that’s ever happened in Glasgow. 
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Laughter in the dark 

[ Bruce Morton wants to share his adolescence with you. Don't panic: he's funny. By Veronica Lee 

D eath, cancer and fv.. -. v _- — ..... -rr.-: . . “ r telling it from my perspective." But 

tragedy are even so... “Not if you do it with 

not norma subjects *>*«;:, candour and sensitivity, and with hu- 

of coined?. Unless -■"•?'• 1 .v • : •’ ; r . mour to take the sting out of it I don’t 

you re Brace Mor- think mv sisters, who are fairiv gar- 

ton. Id feet the Srw- . 


eath. cancer and 
I family tragedy are 

I ■ not norma subjects 

■ m of corned?. Unless 

■ M you're Brace Mor- 

® ^ ton. In feet, the Scot- 

tish comedian's new sbra* Blood 
Beloir the Window is. labelled as 
being about "virginity, independence 
And learning to fly",' but it darts be- 

■ 'Tween broad comedy' robbery of 

train-cargo booze, thelcnucklehead 
kids he grew up with | and several 
painfully dark episode. 

Why is the show so tfirit? “I'm sur- 
prised you say that, because I think 
it's stories about small jrium phs." he 
replies. “It's about trying to find 
who you are. Those Rories are in 
there because if you wait to find your 
independence you hare to learn to 
take the rough with tij? smooth." 

And how. In the segntnt of the show 
that gives it its title, Mcfton describes 
how. at 17, his femilv away, girlfriend 
in tow and desperate a lose his vir- 
ginity. he climbed up he side of his 
house after locking hinself out He fell 
22 feet and several bores, not to men- 
tion his priapic dreamy were broken. 
"There I was, left for tie first time as 
a responsible young adult on my own 
and that was my sexual wakening." 

Morton makes the dirk stuff as 
tsmy as the slapstick, in i beautifully 
jJLeed show that draws be audience 
in with the funnies befere the killer 
punchlines, so shockin' and unex- 
pected at times that audences gasp 
rather than laugh. 

He had wanted for sime time to 
use his childhood but wa: unsure how 
to do it "It was always there and I 
eventually wrote it down but I wasn't 
convinced I could do it in stage. My 
girlfriend told me to gc for it, but I 
did wonder if it would tome across 
as maudlin, or self-indugent." 

For someone who metwith tragedy 
at an early age -his fathers death from 
cancer and the accidents death of his 
teenage sister- Morton t remarkably 
'"^jtlhernow. Is it difficult*) talk about 
iHtee experiences on >tage? “I’ve 
been there and lived than, lb relate 
them is not difficult If itvas an emo- 
tional drain I wouldn't doit And it has 
been cathartic; when pttple lau g h. 
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Dead comical: Morton says that recalling his early life on stage ‘has been cathartic’' 

you’re not alone because it’s laughter - two younger sisters - have yet to I didn’t I don't know that we’ve ever 
of recognition. My stuff is personal but see the show, even though it was a sat down and discussed those things 
it wouldn't work on stage unless it had hit at last year’s Edinburgh Festival at all. " But does be have a right in 
universality.” “It crossed ray mind to talk to them talking about his life, to be talking 

Surprisingly, his remaining family before writing about tbe deaths, but about theirs? "I own my life and I'm 


telling it from my perspective.” But 
even so... "Mot if you do it with 
candour and sensitivity, and with hu- 
mour to take the sting out of it. I don’t 
think my sisters, who are fairly gar- 
rulous women, would be upset. 
I really do have the right to talk about 
anything I want." His expression 
becomes deadpan: “I speak as a 
recovering existentialist" and then 
cracks up. 

Like many 2 n autodidacL Morton 
relishes such a word. He grew up on 
a housing estate in C ambus lang on 
the outskirts of Glasgow', and his dad 
worked at the local Hoover factory. 
A bright lad. he left school at 16 and 
did a series of menial jobs and had 
a brief early marriage. Then in the 
space of a few months in 198-*. Mor- 
ion sold his home, left his wife, quit 
his job and went to college. "It was 
a weird convergence of events." 

His quiet demeanour lends cre- 
dence to the cliched image of a dour 
Scot; however; Morton is anything 
but He relates how delighted he was 
with the show's reception at Edin- 
burgh where he performed, not in a 
club, but at the Traverse theatre. 
After ID years on the stand-up circuit. 
Morton might be expected to move 
into television quiz shows - *Td 
rather eat bees” - or even front his 
own show, a subject that causes the 
softly -spoken Morton to become ani- 
mated. “And be famous for present- 
ing A chimpanzee with a larynx 
could do it. How can Vanessa Feltz 
or Carol Smillie be paid millions 
more than people who keep the 
streets clean?” 

Despite tbe success in moving his 
comedy into other areas be is 
reluctant to write anything serious. 
But if he did. would it be as dark as 
Blood Below the Window? Morton is 
adamant: "I think the show is quite 
affirming. It says bad stuff goes on 
in your life, but take a look back and 
search among the rubble and you’D 
find some gems there.” 

■ Blood Below the Window * fa at 
Hemel Hempstead Old Town Had 
tonight <01442 242827) and on tour 
until 28 March (details: 0I7J-2S7 
50201 
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Joker, rocker, 
lecher, potter 


SOME COMEDIANS never feel 
obliged to change the record. 
Frankie Howerd. for instance, 
went through his entire 50- 
year career using scarcely 
more than one line - “Ooo. no, 
madam, no". Similarly, Johnny 
Vegas sees no need to alter his 
winning formula - a failed But- 
lin's entertainer who rails 
against the injustices of the 
world before finding solace in 
pottery. Some critics might be 
muttering that 18 months after 
he first exploded on to the cir- 
cuit and prompted the tire- 
some slogan that "pottery is the 
new rock’n'roll”. Vegas should 
be thinking of moving his 
schtick on. He certainly runs 
the risk of being a one-joke won- 
der. but if the one joke is strong 
enough, who cares? 

Vegas avoids slipping into a 
monotonous caricature be- 
cause - ironically for such a, er. 
sturdy lad - he is so quick on his 
feet Just when he seems to be 
falling into the embrace of a 
one-note rant, he dances free 
with some inspired repartee. 
He is particularly sharp with 
hecklers, seeing off one irri- 
tatingly vociferous punter at the 
Talk of London on Wednesday 
with a barrage of one-liners; 
"Your brain's a budgie - don't 
bring it to a comedy catfighL.. 
I don't want to quote Tbp Gun. 
but your ego is writing cheques 
yourbodycan’t cash.” When an- 
other heckler became too 
rowdy. Vegas made him sit like 
a naughty schoolboy at the 
back of the stage in a makeshift 
dunce's cap. 

But it was with a quick-wit- 
ted female volunteer helping 
him to throw a mug on his pot- 
ter’s wheel that Vegas really 
came into his own. Asked, in a 
parody of the film Ghost, to 
fashion an unambiguously 
phallic handle, she flirted with 
him shamelessly - “Are you 
going to fire it up for me later?" 
"If you're willing to push the act 
a bit further;" he drooled, "we 
could do Amsterdam." 

Later, the volunteer's speed 


COMEDY 

JOHNNY VEGAS 

TALK OF LONDON 



Johnny Vegas: bizarrely 
charismatic 

off the mark almost made the 
unthinkable happen and ren- 
dered Vegas lost for words. 

"I’m used to talking at 
women, not to them," he splut- 
tered. “but every time I hit a ball 
over the net at you. it keeps 
coming back. I'm Tim Hen- 
man - I'm British and Fra quite 
good, but I’m out of my league 
here.” "Are you seeded?" she 
responded, quick as a flash. 
“I've found my double act," he 
marvelled. "We could get a 
Christmas special out of this." 

This interplay demonstrated 
just how well established the' 
Vegas character is now. How- 
ever unsettling a line is thrown 
at him. he just rolls with it The 
Ifegas persona 'lecherous, bit- 
ter. self-pitying yet bizarrely 
charismatic - now fits his alter 
ego, Michael Pennington, like a 
tight potter’s smock. 

When it was used to signal 
an intermission in the cinema, 
the potter’s wheel was a byword 
for boredom. How things have 
changed. 

James Hampton 

Johnny Vegas is at the Talk of 
London (0171-494 5397 ) to Sat- 
urday and touring nationally 
in April 
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What do gay men really want? 


THERE WAS a West End play 
a few years back called 
Straight and Narrow which 
paid gay men tbe dubious 
compliment of effectively say- 
ing that they should be al- 
lowed to settle into the sort of 
monogamous domestic bliss 
enjoyed by Ibny and June. It’s 
not an option that would cause 
a stampede among the eight 
gay tor gayish) characters in 
Peter Gill’s studiedly knowing 
new play Certain Young Men. 
Indeed, one of the guys, who is 
in what is optimistically 
termed a stable relationship. 

finds himself asking - "What 

are two grown men doing liv- 
ing together; faking all the 
stupidities of a fake straight 
relationship?” 

The big enigma used to be 
“what do women really want? " 
To judge from this often 
sharply fanny and occasionally 
moving piece, that question is 
as simple as sorting out tbe 
Pope’s religion compared with 
the ineffable mystery of what 
it is that gay men, deep down, 
really want These are certain 
uncertain young men. Directed 


theatre 

CERTAIN YOUNG MEN 

ALMEIDA THEATRE 
LONDON 

by the author on a stark, open-* 
plan set scattered with a few 
chairs and props, and with all 
the characters remaining on 
stage throughout, the play 
hops around various difficult 

wr angling relationships, laying 

out a tart smorgasbord of gay 
sadness and soul-searching. 

A crack cast perform the 
piece with a fantastic feel for 
its edgy sprung rhythms but 
the proceedings sometimes 
veer dangerously close to 
dwindling into a mere Sloane 
Rangers' Handbook of Con- 
temporary Gay Lifestyles. 
One character; Robert delivers 
a lengthy preternaturaljy witty 
lowdown on the underlying 
prescriptiveness of these ap- 
parently free times and on the 
misleadingness of categories. 
Its full of coruscating insights 
(“The anger of us all at being 
biologically sorted. Look at 
straight men. Most straight 


men are male impersonators") 
but it sounds as though it's 
being dictated for publication 
in Attitude magazine. 

Elsewhere there is genuine 
drama, albeit of an oppres- 
sively nagging and chain ed-to- 
the-spot variety. Jeremy 
Northam and Andrew Woodall 
play, respectively, a gay obstet- 
rician and a divorced bisexual 
whose small son seems to pro- 
vide both a bond between them 
and a bone of contention. And- 
rew Lancel's character drives 
his ostrich -headed partner 
mad with his endless frettings 
about authenticity and the 
need to transcend cheap imit- 
ation (“I don't want a Me. life 
happens between those 
things"). Ironically he winds up 
with Danny Dyer’s brilliantly 
acted Terry, a straight-up -guv 
young chancer who has been 
left without a sincere bone in 
his body by his background of 
children's homes and abuse. 

Starting and finishing the 
play, there’s a relationship that 1 
makes Vladimir and Estragon 
in Godot look like doyens of 
decisiveness. These recurring | 


Unusual ways of 
eating spaghetti 
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YOU WANT Tchaikovsky and 
ballet shoes? Pina Bausch’s 
Viktor has them, at least for a 
Kit , a fthnngh she deflates the t4- 
fect by having the dancer wrap 
raw steak round her toes be- 
fore tying on her slippers. And 
for the most part, Bausch is 
more inclined to trust the fa- 
mous potency of cheap music. 

Something unexpected al- 
ways comes up, however fam- 
iliar with her methods you 
become. Mere than a big laugh 
is intended (although she gets 
that tool when one of her 
women comes forward and 
solemnlyannounces. “I want to 
talk to you. seriously” while 
reaching inside her dress to 
hitch up her breasts. Bausch 
has something serious to say 
but chooses to do it her own 
way; unpredictaWy, allusively 
entertadni n g* y 
Yau need to be alert to catch 
everything. Before we are 10 
minutes into the show we have 

had aw ntnan smiling although 
seemmgjy having no arms, an- 


PANCE 

PINA BAUSCH 

SADLER S WELLS 
LONDON 


other rolled up in a big carpet, 
a third who is smothered under 
an overcoat to stop her singing 
and jiggling, and a couple who 
are “married” by one of their 
colleagues while lying on their 
backs, as though dead. 

The Viktor who gives the 
work, his name is the disem- 
bodied voice of a ghost who 
takes possession of a woman 
during a solo in which sbe 
moves frantically from the 
waist up while sitting on the 
stage and bumping slowly for- 
ward on her bottom. But might 
the interfering little man 
hidden under a black cloak 
also be Viktor; or is he Death, 
or Time, or something else 
again? Make your own choice 

Death and loneliness are 
among the work’s themes, but 


so are life and community; And 
what eririlaratioa there is in the 
chorus lines - on stage or 
passing through the audience 
- and in the sequence where 
the women take biros to swing 
on ropes high above the stage. 
You may learn, besides, some 
unusual ways of partnering, or 
even of eating spaghetti. 

Bausch’s company are fine 
dancers, but more than that, 
they are exceptional people 
too: before the evening is over 
you feel that you know them as 
individuals. Philistines may 
ask, “where’s the choreo- 
graphy?". But Bausch’s ge- 
nius is for assembling highly 
varied material manipulating 
its contrasts of speed, mood or 
genre, and shaping it so that 
gradually you see the pattern 
beneath. And she makes you 
care; she really does. 

JOHN PERCIVAL 

A version of this review ap- 
pearedmlaier editions of yes- 
terday’s paper 


vignettes seem to be unfolding 
in the head of John Light’s 
Michael who. in his apprehen- 
sive, sexually' charged dealings 
with Alec Newman's Scottish 
bit of rough, keeps announcing 
“Or...", whereupon the course 
of the scene takes an abruptly 
alternative route. It produces 
a dizzying, comically Cubist 
effect and powerfully increases 


the atmosphere of pained 
disorientation. I have to con- 
fess. though, to not finding 
this unvaried evening uni- 
formly riveting. Indeed, there 
were moments when I seemed 
to be living proof that you can 
be beside yourself with admir- 
ation and with boredom at the 
same time. 

Paul Taylor 



rket Theatre for details 


“...consistently intelligent, 
illuminating and engrossing.” 


geoff andrew - time out 





Thanks to his 
two girlfriends, 

Blake's about 
to learn a new 
sexual position. 

Honesty. 
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Not so simple 
country folk 


Gillian Welch and David Rawlings are the country duo 


from hell. They write grim songs about mining and rape, 
and you can’t line-dance to them. By Andy Gill 


F or a couple of years sow, 
GflUan wadi has been on 
a quest Her personal 
grad? Tb write the dumb- 
est mast ignorant chorus 
possible. “I mean that in 
a good way' 1 she adds, mysteriously. 

She finally called off her quest 
when she came up with the chorus to 
“Miner's Refrain”, so dumb they 
named the song after it: Tm down in 
a hole, Tm down in a hole, Tm down 
in a deep, dark hole”, sung in due deep, 
dark tones. “It tickled me that it was 
so plain, almost stupidly simple,” ex- 
plains Gillian (the “G" is hard). “So 
then we set about writing the rest It 
started out as a fairly legitimate min- 
ing song, untfl it was pointed out to me 
that I knew very little about mining” 
Welch ’s songwriting and perform- 
ing partner; David Rawlings, didn't 
know much more about mining than 
she (fid, except for what he had learnt 
when travelling next to a gung-ho 
executive from Addington Resources, 
the strip-mining company. “We’ve 
got a machine that can slice the top 
right off a mountain," she had 
boasted, explaining how the tyres for 
this behemoth cost about a million dol- 
lars each. “Unbelievable stuff" mar- 
vels Rawlings. “They’re all driven by 
camera now, robotics - the guys don't 
even have to get in the machines.” 

How on earth do you write a min- 
ing song when all the miners are 
machines? This is the type of problem 
that faces the contemporary neo- 
traditionalist country songwriter; a 
profession as much a prey to the grim 
vicissitudes of industrial style as 
those once employed in that industry, 
before the robots were brought in. Ac- 
cordingly the song turned into some- 
thing even deeper and darker. Welch 
and Rawlings using the refrain to 
lament die deep, dark hole in every 
troubled man’s soul. It's a neat solu- 
tion. perfectly in accord with the 


songwriting tradition they espouse. 

Rooted in the bluegrass sound of 
older country acts such as the Carter 
F frmfly and the Stanley Brothers, the 
muse that Welch and Rawlings make 
has a timeless, evocative quality that 
is hard to pin down. 

Certainly, you’re never far from 
the thematic staples of sex, death, and 
God The duo's 1996 debut. Revival, 
and last year's HeR Among the Year- 
lings are foil of songs about bar girls 
and miners, drifters, still-houses and 
murders, and how sometimes the 

' They didn’t need our 
record - their lives 
were depressing 
enough already ' 

devil gets inside ofyou and makes you 
do the darnedest things. 

To the lay listener, this may sound 
traditional, though Welch is keen to 
stress the songs' contemporary 
nature. “There’s a very strong appeal 
in the challenge of writing in an est- 
ablished almost stereotypical form,” 
she admits. “Can I write one and not 
have it be boring? Can I bring some- 
thing new to it?” She can: “Caleb 
Meyer” is a murder ballad that is 
steeped in antique harmonies and 
pungent banjo tuning s but unlike 
most murder ballads, it’s not the 
woman who dies here but the epony- 
mous rapist stabbed with a broken 
bottle by his intended victim. Welch 
denies any underlying agenda to this 
post-modern twist “I didn't have any 
higher motive or anything." “But 
when that started to happen." adds 
the laconic Rawlings, “we both 
chuckled and went 'Oh. that's fine'.” 

Welch's penchant for old-time 
music came as something of a surprise 



to her adoptive parents, a pair of 
showbiz songwriters who worked on 
The Card Barnette Shaw. “I could al- 
ways hear them in the back room, 
working," she recalls. “The kind of 
music they do is pretty different from 
what I do - musically, it’s as if they 
found me in a basket on the doorstep. 
They don't realty understand where my 
love of bluegrass and old-time music 
came from. But they should, because 
they’re the ones who enrolled me in a 
progressive, liberal school started fay 
some old hippies. Every day we had 
music class, and they taught 1113 Carter 
Family and Woody Guthrie tunes.” 

Although she learnt to play many 
of those old songs back at school, it 
was only when Welch went to college 
and shared a house with a country' 
music DJ that she heard the original 
artists performing them. “First off it 
was their songs that influenced me, 
because that’s how I learnt them. 
Later on, when I eventually heard the 
records, it became their sound. The 
Stanley Brothers were a huge influ- 
ence on the sound I wanted to make, 
especially Ralph Stanley’s singing - 
that’s about as good as it gets for me” 

Welch and Rawlings met at 
Berklee College of Music in Boston, 
when both of them auditioned for a 
country band. Discovering a shared 
love of old-time music, they moved to 
Nashville in 1992, like so many 
aspiring musicians before them. 

The country music capital can be 
a cruel town. “If you don't have your 
stuff really together," says Welch, 
“people hear you and make up their 
minds quickly. And once you've been 
there for a few years, then you're that 
person who’s been around for five 
years, and why hasn't anyone signed 
you yet? It gets ugly real fast" 

There are compensations, though. 
There’s no shortage of places to play 
and if you're as obviously talented as 
Welch and Rawlings, there’s every 


Welch and Rawlings: how to be a neo-traditionalist country songwriter when all the coalminers are robots 


chance that Emmyiou Harris will 
drop by your gig to contribute har- 
monies (Emmyiou covered their 
“Orphan Girl” on her acclaimed 
Wrecking Bad album). And despite 
the rampant commercialisation of 
the Dollywoods and Twitty Citys, 
there are still enough old-timers 
around to furnish a few pleasant sur- 
prises - such as when, at one of their 
first paying gig s, the duo were com- 
plimented on their version of the 
classic “Long Black Veil” by an older 
woman who turned out to be the 
song's co-writer, Maryjohn Wilkins. 

“That’s the stuff that happens that 
makes you go ‘Wow, Tm so glad Tm 
here’," says Rawlings. “That, and 
going to breakfast with Chet!" 

For the most part though, the duo 
operate at some remove from the 
mainstream country industry. “It’s 
this totally other business that has 
nothing to do with what we do." 
reckons Welch. They may have been 
taken on by a Nashville publishing 
house, but it's significant that they 
ended up signing with a Los Angeles- 
based label rather than a local arm of 
Arista, BMG or MCA. Not that they 
have any axe to grind. “We meet peo- 
ple, especially over here." observes 
Rawlings, “who say ‘Isn’t Nashville ter- 


rible? How do you bear it?’ But the 
triniiis,wedon’teverseetbatstuff- 
itsnotasinravisTrittUirnsupatyour 

house and says, T32! I sell more 
records than you!’ But it’s OK -some 
people love it If everybody Eked apples, 
there wouldn't be enough to go round." 

And there’s certainty enough to go 
round. But is there a place for poor 
folks' music in such bountiful times? 
Rawlings thinks so: “People are more 
likely to listen to poor folks' music in 
good tunes, just as they were more 
likely to plan' Monopoly in 1935 when 
there was no real money around." 

He offers an illustration. “I was fix- 
ing our car at this dirt -driveway 
service station in Columbus. Ohio," be 
recalls. “The place was just filthy- if 
you'd removed the rented TV and 
VCR and taken pictures of the house, 
you couldn't have distinguished it 
from dustbowi shacks of the Thirties. 
But the}' had a radio on the walL play- 
ing Top 40 Country; and it sounded 
shiny and great, terrific. They didn't 
need our record - their lives were de- 
pressing enough already" 

Welch and Bawling s tour London. 
Birmingham. Brisco; and Manches- 
ter. beginning an Feb 3 at Sheffield 
Pheasant t 0114-251 3014.) 
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Lyric Sheets 


Martin Newell 

Lust week A&M Records , along with Motown. Geffen. Mercury and Island were bought up by Seagram. 
The ensuing shake-up will see 250 bands and solo artists lose their contracts as the corporate giants 

continue to swallow up tne indie sector 

The ind of Indie 


Own it. clone it, buy it, dye it 
Pink as perfumed-poodle turds 
Captured, fractured, manufactured 
Glossy tunes and drossy words 
Eat those labels. Seats round tables. 
Sales figures rise and rise 
Gentlemen you see before you 
Profits. Let's homogenise. 

Number One... The Android Sisters 
Number Two... The Baybcmd Clones 
Number Three... The Relaunch Diva 
Number Pour... The Dancefloor 
Drones 

Number Five... The Barking 
Songstress 


Number Six... The Sad Old Git 
Number Seven. . . Self-Important 
Whingeing Bookworms 
Oh... that's it. 

Radio shows and video promos 
Global tours and interviews 
This ain’t rock’n'roll it’s Wall Street 
Better ditch the blue suede shoes 
Sack that low-life in the comer 
Obviously we’ve few positions 
In the modern music business 
Fbr such trinkets as musicians. 

Bigger, better, blander bigger 
(That’s two biggers - never mind) 


Buy that programme. Bribe that DJ 
Get that docu-soap star signed. 
Hire the fakers, image-makers 
Stardust-sprinklers, engineers 
Talent-boosters, good producers 
Anyone with pointy ears. 

What emits from screens and speakers 
Headphones or the Internet 
Shouldn’t have the power to challenge 
Shock the senses or upset 
Ten bland artists,' two big labels 
There's the future's grand 
remit 

Finally, you'll beg for silence 
And. of course, we’ll sell you iL 


Uttle VOICE 

music from the motion picture y. 



featuring; legendary 
performaiu ■es from 

Judy Garland 
Shirley Bassey 
Billie Holiday 

•j 

Marilyn Monroe 
Ethel Merman 
<£• Tom Jones 

and toco classic 
songs performed 

Jane Horrocks 
as 'Little Voice' 
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THE NEW GARBAGE ALBUM WILL 
CAVE YOUR SKULL IN - NME 


Version 21 



Version 2. the album including the singles 
i PUSH IT , ITHINKI M PARANOID ^ SPECIAL 
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and the new single' 

LUHEN / GROUT Up 
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Slow death by self-satisfaction 


(«Vj Dad had u sewn U p In-fore 
Uiey started. Equipped with a 
riotously provocative name 
they were never going to slip bv 

unnoticed. To quote the band's 

frontman. Cliff .j 0n es "(j H v 
Dad is the greatest name in hU- 
tor>' or the worst name vou’ve 
ever heard." With two music 
journalists in the band thev had 
all the right contacts, and the 
rumour that they were a spoof 
band formed to uncover A&R 
inadequacies afforded that vital 
element of controversy The ink 
was barely dry on their record - 
jmg contract ljefore they were 
feing touted as the future of 
rock'n'roll. 


Expectations were running 
so high on Friday night that I 
began to feel pangs of sym- 
pathy for them in their seem- 
ingly insurmountable task. But 


Live 

GAV DA D/MANS UN 

WMF PREMIFF; SHOWS 
ASTORIA 
LONDON 

I needn't have bothered. Gay 
Dad glowed as if they had just 
gorged themselves on special 
rock-star Ready Brek. Their 
streaky mop-tops gave them 
the perfect balance of glamour 
and grimy indie chic, and there 
wasn't a thread out of place in 
their dishevelled attire. 

Cay Dad's penchant for epic 
glam ruck mixed with belli- 
gerent punk made for an en- 
ergising show. Their rallying 
cries of “come on" and “let’s 
go " recall the high jinks of 
Supergrass - though even 
Supergrass might blush at the 


lint* “Aerusmith rule!" - while 
there were periodic nods to 
Bowie and Bobn. The band's 
first single, “To Earth With 
I^ove.” had been available for 
only four days, but the crowd 
recited it as flawlessly as if it 
had already been canonised 
among the classics. 

Since they prefer to look 
back for their inspiration in- 
stead of forwards, it would be 
a pity if the future of rock'n'roll 
were in Gay Dad's hands. But 
they will pass the time pleas- 
antly until something better 
comes along. 

If Gay Dad looked pleased 
with themselves, Mansun were 
positively smug. The singer 
Paul Draper paid scant atten- 
tion to his fans; instead he 
shuffled about the stage with an 
affected camp that was appar- 



Gay Dad: not a thread out of place Pangela Lubrano 


ently modelled on Jarvis Cock- Mansun' s songs have a way 

er’s stage antics, but made of winding their way into your 
him look severely unhinged consciousness uninvited' - I 


was able to hum along with 
more tracks than I would have 
liked - but ihere is an air of con- 
ceit about them that outweighs 
their musical credibility- Pro- 
longed Instrumental se- 
quences failed to hold the 
attention, while the epic qual- 
ity of recorded material was no- 
tably absent. Worst of all were 
Draper's drama- school vocals. 
They were so nasal that I was 
shocked to discover that he had 
his mouth open at alL 

If Britpop was a pastiche of 
the Sixties and Seventies, then 
Mansun arc a pastiche of that 
pastiche. As they trawled 
unimaginatively through the 
songbooks of Blur, Elastica 
and Shed Seven, they served as 
a glaring illustration of how 
truly dead Britpop is. 

Fiona Sturges 
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This Week’s album Releases 

REVIEWED BY ANDY GILL 



SMOG 

Knock Knock 

Domino 


THE NONCHALANT fatalism that marked Bill “Smog" Callahan's 
previous records continues to pervade Knock Knock, although his musical 
palette has suddenly expanded in strange new directions. It is Bill's 
typically obtuse attempt to make an album for teenagers: starting 
with the cover art with its lightning and wildcats - those seem like things 
that teenagers identity 1 with". Whether they'll identify with the music is 
another matter. Callahan's original “sadcore" stylings are still featured 
on songs such as “I Could Drive Forever" and “River Guard”, but the 
shf^r diversity - not to mention perversity - of his approaches makes 
tlC/ilbum hard to grasp at one hearing. The best way to describe it is 
probably as the country album The Velvet Underground never got round 
to recording, though even they might find the gap between “Let's Move 
to the Country’’ and “No Dancing" too big to span. 

Bib also turns his hand to psychedelic garage rock in “Held”, though 
the languor of “Sweet Treat", with its shreds of guitar dancing like insects 
in the last rays of sunlight, remains his true forte. Despite the recurring 
theme of movement, there's a strange stasis about the album, as if 
Callahan experienced the displacement in songs such as “Hit the Ground 
Running", “Let’s Move to the Country” and “I Could Drive Fbrever" less 
as a physical than a spiritual sensation. Introspective and reclusive, dry 
and elusive, this is life in the inside lane, in every sense. 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 

Dave Godin's Deep Soul Treasures Vol 2 

henr 

SOUL-ENCYCLOPAEDIA Dave Godin 
bestrides his chosen genre like a 
colossus - it was he, for instance, who 
coined the terms “Northern Soul" and 
“Deep Soul”. This second compilation of 
rarities is, if anything, even better than 
its predecessor; mixing aberrant deep- 
soul sides from well-known belters like 
Ben E King and Arthur Conley with 
acknowledged classics such as George 
Perkins's “Crying in the Streets”, Tou- 
ssaint McCall's “Nothing Takes the 
Place of You” and Bessie Banks’s “Go 
Now", and a wealth of obscurities from 
such as The Premiers and Bobby Moore 
& Hie Formosts - the late England cap- 
tain in fine voice on the organ-powered 
pleader “It Was a Lie”. 

Godin's annotations, meanwhile, are 
always informative and often inspired - 
as when Nat Philips' “I’m Sorry I Hurt 
You” is described as “Agitated, and, in an 
erotic kind of way, agitprop". 




LUCIANO 

Sweep Over My Soul 

Xlennhwror Jel Srar 

A FEW questions hang over the 
chequered career of Luciano. Such as: 
why cab yourself Luciano, when your real 
name is as exotic as Jepther McClymon L 
And, more pertinently, why the reggae 
singer once seriously considered a 
possible heir to Marle/s throne should 
bave failed so comprehensively to build 
upon the early promise of I995's excellent 
Where There Is Life. He does, however, 
appear to have emerged from his largely 
unsuccessful association with Island the 
stronger for the experience, returning to 
his old home atXterminator with faith re- 
newed. The roots-reggae apocalyptism of 
songs such as “Final Call" is outweighed 
here by the militancy of tracks such as 
“Hold Strong”, which finds Luciano “re- 
cruiting missionaries for Jah Army ... [to] 
blaze a fire throughout creation”. Philip 
Fattis Burrell's production is light but 
forceful, with a nice relaxed snap to the 
grooves, and some neat touches. 
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Kitchen-sink superstars 



Kenny Wheeler: probably a genius Patrick Hrnely 


KENNY WHEELER'S Angel 
Song of 1997 was one of the best 
i% z albums of the decade, 
\ vamg the trumpeter’s melan- 
choly tunes for a superstar 
quartet that eschewed the 
potentially disruptive presence 
of a drummer in favour of the 
guitarist Bib FriseH’s lonesome 
cowboy wails. So ethereal are 
the album’s charms that it has 
become a big hit in kitchens 
throughout the land, its gentle, 
ruminative grooves providing 
a soundtrack to live by as much 
as to listen to. How the music 
would fere in the concert hall 
for this Contemporary Music 
Network tour was difficult to 
judge. With no washing-up to 
do. would the sound still 
command attention? 

The setting of St George’s 
provided a suitably ecclesias- 
tical context for the almost 
devotional quality of the music, 
and the wonderfully airy 
a-^stic flattered the sounds of 
WVeeler’s flugelhom. Konitz's 
alto sax, Abercrombie's almost 
apologeticaby electric guitar 
and the deep, woody tones of 
Holland's double bass, to near 
perfection. Though at first the 
timin g was a little off slowly but 
surely each instrument found 
its own level and before long 


LIVE 

KENNY WHEELER/LEE 
KONITZ/JOHN 

ABERCROMBIE/DAVE 
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ST GEORGE'S 
BRANDON HILL 
BRISTOL 

the whole hall seemed to be 
singing, the sound hanging 
suspended in the air like a hi- 
fi fen's dream. While most good 
concerts offer at least one 
moment where the listener 
just has to stop and say “Wow!" 
here there was an almost 
continual stream of suitably 
gob-smacking opportunities. 
Everyone knows that Dave 
Holland is a wondrous bass- 
playec but the extent to which 
he amazed us was quite incred- 
ible, and all done without re- 
course to vulgar showboating. 

As a trumpeter (although he 
in feet played the conically- 
bored flugel throughout), 
Kenny Wheeler is unusual in 
that he neither wheedles nor 
whinnies, favouring instead a 
full, plangent almost classical 
tone. In the lower registers 
there's a satisfyingly deep 
bottom, and at the high end he 
has made a language entirely 


of his own, with breathy, 
expressionist smears that 
sound as though the air in the 
valves is shooting towards the 
surface like a submarine, 
spilling out aqueous waves of 
half-formed phrases as it rises. 

On alto sax, Lee Konitz 
remains, at 71 years of age, an 
eccentric marvel A student of 
Lennie Tristano’s quiet revol- 
ution in jazz aesthetics, and 
part of the “Birth of the Cool" 
school with Miles Davis's 
nonet Konitz has an effort- 
lessly hip and indirect way 
with a solo. On the one stan- 
dard of the night a showcase 
feature of “Body and Soul", 


Konitz sounded as Charlie 
Parker might have done if he 
had favoured tranquillisers. 

Replacing the album's Bill 
Friseb on guitar, John Aber- 
crombie was unusually 
restrained, but the combination 
of his off-centre chording and 
Holland's magisterial com- 
mand of time provided a 
rhythm section to die for. By the 
end of two long sets, you were 
beginning to miss the lure of 
dish doth and Ffciry liquid, but 
this remained one of the great 
jazz gigs. And although no one 
is likely to notice, Kenny 
Wheeler is probably a genius. 

Phil Johnson 
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Voulez-vous Boulez? 

Modernist bete-noire or champion of the new? Either way, you can’t ignore him: Now a TV 
profile and a flurry of concerts place the composer-conductor centre-stage. By Rob Cowan 

P ierre Boulez is one “ 

of Europe's longest- 
standing musical rad- 
icals, daubed by one 
journalist as "an ac- 
tivist before he was an 


P ierre Boulez is one 
of Europe's longest- 
standing musical rad- 
icals, daubed by one 
journalist as "an ac- 
tivist before he was an 
artist" and an unapologetic stan- 
dard-bearer for creative honesty. 
Talking to him at the Paris Ins ti tut 
de Recherche et de Co-ordination 
Acoustique/ Musique, or IRC AM, 
which he has directed since its gov- 
ernment-funded inception in id70. 
Boulez railed mercilessly a gainst the 
idea of musical “elitism”. "It serves 
as a smoke screen for people who 
are lazy,” he told me candidly. “Fbr 
me, that is all it is. Elitism camou- 
flages their lack of responsibility- It 
is pure demagogy.” He speaks of 
elevating listeners rather than “sink- 
ing" with them to a lower level “The 
lower you sink, the lower you stay," 
be says decisively. “It’s not a ques- 
tion of ‘progress’, but of potentially 
stagnating in mud." 

Boulez first came to prominence 
in post-war France when his fearless 
promotion of dodecaphony helped 
re-vitalise a musical culture that had 
been stunted under Nazi occupation. 
Russian new music was still frozen 
by Soviet cultural strictures, and so 
any moves towards a newfound cre- 
ative freedom were widely countered 
by implacable opposition. “During 
this century we have seen the dis- 
asters of Hitler and S talin bring cul- 
ture to the lowest possible level" 
Boulez protests, “pressuring com- 
posers to write music that can be 
‘immediately understood', which, of 
course, means that it can also be im- 
mediately forgotten. Anyone who has 
not learned a lesson from these ter- 
rible times must be really sick." 

The question then arises whether 
coded protests against oppression - 
whether political or otherwise - can 
ever make for great art Shosta- 
kovich. for example, whose music 
Boulez never conducts. “I have to tell 
you that I have very mixed feelings 
about this music." he says. “It is 
often said that Shostakovich is the 
'more recent’ equivalent of Maker, 
but I would say that to compare 
Shostakovich with Mahler is like 
comparing Meyerbeer with Wagner 
The musical substance of his work 
is trivial. Okay, I can accept that he 
worked under great pressure, that 
he was afraid and that he rebelled 
discreetly. But, for me, that’s not 
enough of an excuse." 

And what about Shostakovich's 
more adventurous later works? 
Surely they are less sullied by 
compromise than some of his ear- 
lier pieces? Boulez is immovable. 
“By then, he was under less pres- 
sure - and that’s all it’s very easy 
to listen to, but if you compare it 
with The Rite of Spring or the best 
works of Prokofiev - there’s no con- 
test Shostakovich was at bis best 
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Modem master: Boulez is as outspoken as ever about the direction of contemporary music 


when he was young and sponta- 
neous, and at his worst when he 
wanted to be heroic." 

Other musicians straddle ideo- 
logical extremes rather more easily. 
The conductor Sir Andrew Davis, for 
example, whose repertoire includes 
Shostakovich and who. on Monday 
night. wOl conduct an all-Boulez 
programme with the orchestra that 
the composer himself led from 1971 
to 1975. The choice of programme - 
which includes the sensual Le 
visage nuptial and the imposing 
Notations - is of Davis's own de- 
vising. Boulez himself had no in- 
volvement in its construction. “Once 
my pieces are written and printed, 
people can make what they want 
with them. But I think the sequence 
has been well chosen." 

Boulez was a relative latecomer 
to conducting and traces a promi- 
nent curve of development from 
his earlier recordings to his latest 
work for Deutsche Grammopbon. “I 
don’t change my performances on 
purpose," he confesses. “It’s more 
a kind of organic change. I listen to 
records I made years ago -perhaps 
of Debussy or Ravel - and know that 
I could do better now. When I was 
younger, I didn't take an orchestra's 


individual sound into consideration: 
I would give much more than 1 
received But the more your tech- 
nique improves, the freer you feel; 
you begin to listen, to sculpt the 
sound When you are preoccupied 
with technique, you cannot establish 
a proper musical dialogue. I used to 
have some difficulty with tempo 
changes, but not now." 

' People don’t want to be 
disturbed. But we must 
not be discouraged by 
this lack of energy’ 

Boulez's latest recording ven- 
tures have included his own epoch- 
making Repons, one of the first 
releases in Deutsche Granv- 
mophon’s trans-mfllennial “Music 
of Our Time" series. The impor- 
tance of appropriate acoustical en- 
vironments has proved a lifelong 
preoccupation. He prefers to con- 
duct Wagner’s music dramas only 
at Wagner’s own Bayreuth opera 
house. “I cannot believe that this 
wonderful theatre was built as 
long ago as 1875 and has never 


served as a model for anything 
more recent,” he says. Boulez's 
favoured venue for RApans is the 
“Music City" building at the big La 
Vfllette themed museum site situ- 
ated to the north-east of Paris. “An 
ordinary concert hall will not do” 
he insists. “The space is not there 
and we must always fight a gains t 
the architecture." He claims that 
the only performance of Ritual 
(one of his most instantly appeal- 
ing works) that has ever satisfied 
him was at the same venue, ‘Where 
1 could place the Instrumental 
groups away from each other con- 
duct from the centre and have the 
audience in the middle of the hall". 

The spatial requirements of 
R6pons were realised on the record- 
ings with the help of a “Spafiafisateur" 
computer programme developed at 
EEtCAM, butwhenitcomes to the use 
of video, .Boulez finds that pop 
producers have the edge. “Look at 
a video on MTV and see the amount 
of technology it takes to sustain four 
or five minutes of music," he says. 
“It's amazing. Ybu have a sort of fire- 
work display of equipment and 
effects. I find myself laughing at 
certain Baroque concerts on video 
where the camera leaves the or- 


chestra and tours the church. There, 
your visual options are forced by 
somebody else - which is very dis- 
turbing when ah you want to do is 
listen to the music.” 

The ongoing development of 
IRCAM - which now includes an 
expanded pedagogical department 
- goes handfo-hand with the growth 
ofLaVQlette.lt is Boulez's ambition 
is to build a bigger hall, improve the 
museum's coverage of 20th-century i 
music and create a comprehensive j 
media centre (to indude books, CD, 
CD -Rom, CDV, Internet connec- 
tions and so on). The idea is to relate 
existing facilities at IRCAM to those 
at the newly extended La Vfllette. 

Boulez observes how our cul- 
tural history alternates warlike 
aggressiveness and peaceful re- 
pose. At present we appear to be 
suffering the effects of cultural 
inertia. “Now that Europe enjoys a 
sort of balance between the two 
sides, and there is no immediate 
danger of a big fight', people have 
become Lazy," he says. “They don’t 
want to be disturbed. But we must 
not be discouraged by this lack of 
energy I am sure the pendulum will 
swing back.” 

Maybe it has already begun to 
swing. On Wednesday evening, 
Boulez’s recent work, Sur incises, 
will receive its first London perfor- 
mance at the Queen Elizabeth Hall 
by the London Siofonietta under the 
baton of composer George Beiya- 
min. The concert will broadcast fore 
on Radio 8, whereas later that night, 
on BBC2, a documentary entitled 
Pierre Boulez: A Life in Seven 
Chapters shows the composer in 
stimulating conversation with Racfio 
3 controller land one-time BBC 
Symphony Orchestra producer) 
Roger Wright When I spoke to 
Boulez, he hadn't yet seen the tape, 
though he seemed happy with en- 
terprise. “I seldom do that sort of 
thing,’' he says. “I am not like an 
actor who speaks about my life and 
my activities. I compose asoore, and 
people can judge me from that The 
main source of communication for 
a musician, is either the work... or 
the performance. If people cannot 
imagine your world, then talking 
about it won’t replace either the 
music or its performance - though, 

I admit it can help.” 

Sir Andrew Dows conducts BBC SO 
at the RFH, SBC, London , Monday , 

1 Fbb at 730 pm (live on Radio 31. 

‘ Pierre Boulez: A Life in Seven 
Chapters', is on BBC2, Wed 3 Ffeb, 
11.15pm; ‘Sur incises', QEH, Lon- 
don, 3 Feb, live on Radio 3. Boulez 
conducts his own THi seUm pU\ 
recorded at the Z99S Edinburgh 
Festival and broadcast on Friday, 
5 Feb. ‘Reports’ and 'Dialogue de 
I’ombre double ’ are newly released 
by Deutsche Granxmaphan 


Bullets over 
Brondesbury 


WHY is classical music 1 - alone 1 
among the arts - so resolutely un- 
politicised? And why when it tries 
to be political, are the results so 
pathetic? Consider 'Em Dun's sym- 
phony forthe Hong Kong handover 
or Simon Rattle's “banned music” 
love-in with Islingtonian New 
Labour On second thoughts, drat 
consider them at alLThe opera dir- 
ector Peter Sellars may effectively 
politicise Handel and Mozart, but 
his new-minted collaborations with 
the composer John Adams don’t hit 
the button. Tippett and Britten 
dipped a fastidious toe in political 
waters, and drew it out again; Hans 
Werner Henze dived in boldly, then 
found he wasn’t in his element 
Hindemith. ZbnmenBann, shn^ha- • 

- knvicb? No, for a satisfyingly full- 
blooded engagement between 
music and politics you have to go 
back to Verdi, the Romantics and 
Beethoven. 

But opera composers still can’t 
resist the challenge. Nigel Osborne 
returns to it year after year; one of 
bis key works is an opera called 
Sarajevo. On Sunday, the Staats- 
oper in Hanover will host the 
premiere of London Under Siege, 
which carries on where Sarajevo 
left oft It Is si gnificant that its com- 
poser; David Wilde, is a colleague 
of Osborne’s. Wilde’s opera adopts 
the time-honoured formula of 
standing history on its head: while 
the citizens of Westminster starve 
in their basements - and get picked 
off by snipers whenever they make 
a foray for water - the comfortably 
affluent Bosnians block all political 
attempts to lift the siege. 

What brought this British- 
trained pianist-composer into the 
game? Pure accident, replies Wilde. 
He had been, inspired by the hero- 
ism of Sarajevo’s musicians to com- 
pose a cello tribute (which Yo-Yo Ma 
now performs). While visiting the 
.dty he got caught in Karadzic's 
blockade, and fell in with Goran 
Simic, a local poet, who both pro- 
posed the idea for an opera and, in 
. three frenetic days, bashed out its 
libretto. The plot portrayed cruel do- 
mestic pre dicame nts; the fuelling 
anger was directed both' at the 
genoddal Serbs and atwhatWHde 
terms “the smothering blanket of 
spurious neutralist terminology” 
with which the European media 
cloaked the ugly truth. Putting 
snipers on London's Monument 
was a necessary shock-tactic. 

Wilde’s compositions are theor- 
etically atonal but in fact quite 
easy on the ear “The great god who 
stands behind this new work is 
Alban Berg,” he says. “But his 
archangel is George Gershwin." 
The staging will be symbolist The 
Staatsoper agreed to host the show 
on condition that it didn't inflate its 
budget the orchestra and two of the 
soloists are studying at the music 
academy where W3de teaches, and 
are performing for free. 

Among the guests on Sunday will 
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Readings 



MICHAEL 

Church 

be the president of the canton of 
Sarajevo, though Wilde accepts 
that there's no chance of putting it 
on in that city for the time being. 
Getting the orchestra in. he says, 
would be immensely difficult But 
he would love to have the opera 
staged in London. Where? "Oh, by 
anyone who showed an interest" 
Any London critics coming? “Not 
as yet" So listen up: the last per- 
formance is on St Valentine's Day. 


THIS WEEK, John Kieffer leaves 
Artangel to become the British 
Council’s music officer What will be 
his aim? “To update the image of 
Britain. Tb reflect a musical culture , 
which is much more broad-based 
than the commercial pop and 
commercial classical industries." 
Meaning? “Fblk, jazz, new forms of 
pop and rock. Electronic and dance 
music, and all the new fusions, 
hybrids, and crossovers.'’ He’s keen 
to export music in “club-type for- 
mats"; he’s excited by cutting-edge 
manifestations of DJ culture. 

“A key aspect of British Council 
policy is to attract the younger 
generation abroad - to catch the 
opinion-formers of the future." 
Asked to name his favourite 
musical phenomena he throws in 
Mark Anthony Tumage alongside 
Asian dub music, and he thinks the * 
world of the pianist Joanna* 
MacGregor. He points to the Nikki 
Yeah jazz trio's current Indian tour 
- interspersing their concerts with 
workshops for local musicians - as 
the ideal initiative. 

But the British Council has for 
years been feeling the pinch; its tiny 
budget must be cleverly spent WOl 
he impose a policy change? “There 
will be some tweaking, in favour of 
non-classical forms," he replies. 

So there we have it . You can see 
what he means, and it certainly 
chimes with Blairism.but somehow 
I can't get exdted about exporting 
DJs. Moving with the times is a far 
subtler business than simply spot- 
ting what’s hot, when you’re deal- 
ing with societies out of sync with 
your own. In unfamiliar dimes, 
the cosy old string quartet can 
sound like the gods at play, rather 
than yesterday's news -as metro- 
pofitan trend-chasers like to think. !« 
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“.Already clubbed the nineties 
Hendrix for his protean 
inventiveness, the speed and 
ferocity of his playing" 

CHRJS PARKER 

“a 90’s Hendrix in action" 

THE GIG GUIDE 

■‘certainly a versatile musician" 
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THE BEST DISCO IN TOWN - LIVE! 

featuring Alt 01 The Following Artistes On One Incredible Bill 

KC & THE SUNSHINE BAND 
H SISTER SLEDGE - ODYSSEY ■ ROSE ROYCE 
TAVARES ■ THE THREE DEGREES 
THE REAL THING 

MAY 1999 

11th • MANCHESTER EN ARENA 

°'6i 33C- 5030 <21 liicj gr cl 20- 0101 300 5555 

12th • LONDON WEMBLEY ARENA 


13th - SHEFFIELD ARENA 

14th - BIRMINGHAM NEC 

til 21 7c3 4133 

15th - CARDIFF INTERNATIONAL ARENA 

31232 22—33 01222 605423 CO ,\--y 
hil TICK51 3 « a 


f A SPECTACULAR IN THE ROUND' PRCDUCTJON 

OF PUCCINI’S PASSIONATE TALE OF LOVE AND INTRIGUE 

ROYAL ALBERT HALLj 

18 - 28 FEBRUARY I 

?c— c'—jc -’Er| : :s"j 

. TJCKETSALES 0171 838 3107-0171 589 8212 

" : ; -:ri j ?.5C :o - S9 5? •. 

RA?MOND D GU Y BBAY Cavendish Box Hospitality- 01 SI 567 3530 1 

AND THE ROYAL ALBERT HALL Group Bookings 0171 838 3108 


Theatre 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS 

LE CID 


i v IX. .(...LAX 1 )G NX ELI. AN 

Triomplu' historique ■■■,. . 

1 1 oiuicvfhl! 

Ferociously human ami irresistible 


13-26 


131] 12 British Ports Onlv 


BOX OFFICE: 0181 237 1111 
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adapted from William StiaHayearc 
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4 - 1 9 FEBRUARY 1 999 : 

X. BOX OFFICE .0191 200 5151 
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New films 


SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE »l5i 
Director Gu-, 

^ Pa!,r0 - V - Jc --P h F «™es 
tiCJ V ? * peildent ^rnmeruh. right. 

Rrrh EntI ' AB( ~ T ° ttf: ' lilan ' Court Road. 
Uarbiccn Screen. Clapham Picture House. 

S£/uart '- Hill Coronet, 

CMeun Lamdev Town. O&xm Kensington, Odeon 
Murble Arch. Odeon Swiss Cottage. Ritzy 
C mema. Screen on Balter Street. Screen on 
Uw Green. UCI Whileleys. Virgin Fulham Road. 
1 ir $ m Trocadero. And local cinemas 

STEPMOM r ii*i 
Director: Ctui* Columbus. 

^Starring: Susan Sarandon Julia Robens 
. Notebooks out for your authentic Mom Movie 
recipe. La v a pastry of wisecracks, add tears and 
shrink-wrapped life lessons, then ice it all off with 
a dedication to the director’s own “mom". 
Stepmom skimps on nothing. This sugar-glazed, 
oven-ready affair casts an out-of-sorts Susan 
Sarandon as a middle-aged matriarch squabbling 
over her offspring with the oew model mom 
■ Julia Roberts) that hubby Ed Harris has hooked 
up with. The first mom gets poorly and laughter 
turns to tears tor at least weary resignation). 
Sad but true, mothers die too. Didn't your mom 
teach you anything? 

Wesf End: Odeon Camden To ten. Odeon 
Kensington. Odeon Marble Arch. Odecm Stoiss 
Cottage. Odeon West End. UCI Whiteleys. Virgin 
Chelsea. And local cinemas 

TWO GIRLS AND A GUY (J5l 

Director: Jams'-. Tobact 
Starring: fiXifert Do.vney Jr Heather Graham 
James Toback’s taut menage a trois drama 
prowls edgilv around its lone loft -space location 


and probes aggressively at the psychological 
make-up of its three central characters. Heather 
Graham and Natasha Gregson Warner are the 
duped girlfriends of Robert Downey Jr’s love-rat 
pruna dorma, and Two Girls and a Guy gives 
them plenty of room to move and breathe, 
turning the resulting yarn into a pungent acting 
showcase. Toback’s picture is e-reentiaity filmed 
theatre, and struggles to sustain itself 
throughout a feature-length running time. 
That said, the vibrant writing and moody 
atmospherics cast a considerable sped 
West End; Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Hay - 
market. Local: Warner Village Finchley Road 

VERY BAD THINGS (18) 

Director Peiet Berg 

Starring: Christian Staler. Cameron Diaz 
A bunch of stag-weekenders accidentally kill a Las 
Vfegas whore, intentionally murder the security 
guard who rumbles the crime, then start coming 
apart at the seams on their arrival home. Peter 
Berg's debut serves up swaggering, gross-out 
comedy in a Loaded magazine style, but it's 
finally a film with nowhere to go save from 
shrill to shriller to shrillest More crucially, 
you're never quite sure whether Berg is satirising 
his rapacious white males or merely indulging 
them in their thirtysoraelhing kicks. Virtuoso 
nastiness, plus some full-throttle acting from 
Daniel Stern (as the gang's most guilt-ridden 
member) and Cameron Diaz (a ball-breaking 
fiancee) lend the mess a certain shameful allure. 
Wesf End- Odeon Camden Town. Odeon Swiss 
Cottage , Plaza, UCI Whileleys, Virgin Chelsea. 
Vtrpin Trocadero, Warner Village West End 
And local cinemas 

Xan Brooks 


LISTINGS/! 


The Independent Recommends 

THE FIVE BEST FILMS THE FIVE BEST PLAYS THE FIVE BEST SHOWS 


The Opposite of Seat (18) 

Christina Ricci plays 15-year-okl hitch-on-w heels 
Dedoc. causing all kinds of havoc when she moves 
in with her brother (Martin Donovan). 

7C (15) 

Darren Aronofsky's debut, filmed in sooty black- 
and-white, tells the story of a genius mathemati cian 
This stylish indie movie fearlessly combines Wall 

Street, Jewish mysticism and nightmarish Itcadaches. 





Shakespeare In Love ( 1 5) 

This enjoyable romp 
suggests how romance 
fired Shakespeare with the 
creative inspiration for 
Romeo and Juliet. Joseph 
Fiennes (right) and 
Gwyneth Paltrow head a 
multi-star cast. 


The Dream Life of Angels (18) 

Erick Zonea's remarkable debut draws its 
strength from the contrasting personalities of Isa 
(Elotie Bouchez) and Marie (Natacha Regnier), 
whose friendship comes alive in LiUe. 

The Truman Show (PG) 

Peter Weir's ingenious, unsettling fantasy is, in 
the end. an escape movie - in the case of Truman 
Burbank (Jim Carrey), it’s brooking out of the 
ruund-t he -clock TV docu-soap that is his own life. 

Anthony Quinn 



The Colour of Justice 

(Tricycle Theatre) 

Potcni rc-enactmeat of 
the Stephen Lawrence 
inquiry {right), coinciding 
with the furore 
surrounding the fate of 
the policemen involved 
in the case. To 6 Feb 

The Street of Crocodiles 

(Queen's Theatre) 

Triumphant revival of Theatre de Coroplicitc's 
surreal and scaring plunge into the imagination 
of Polish- Jewish writer Bruno Schulz. To 20 Feb 

Oklahoma! (Lyceum Theatre) 

Widely regarded os the best ever, Trevor Nunn's 
glorious production of the Rogers and Haramcrstein 
classic fully deserves Us West End transfer. To 26 Jun 

The Winters Tile (RSC, Stratford) 

An amazingly rich and complex performance 
from Antony Sber in Gregory Doran's 
Romanov-style production. In rep to 4 Mur 

Martin Guerre 

(West Yorkshire Playhouse. Leeds) 

It s third time lucky for this much-rewritten 
musical In Conall Morrison's starkly invok ing 
production, it finally emerges as a tighter, 
magnificent show. To J 3 Feb 

Paul Taylor 


Monet in the 
20th Century 

(Royal Academy) 

The gardens and ponds 
at Grvernv dissolve 
into elemental visions: 
fiery lights, haze, liquid 
reflections, voids and depths. The strange last 
works of Impressionism (abort'). To IS Apr 

Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 

Some of the smartest, most intense portraiture ever. 
Men: icons of power. Women: exquisite melanges of 
flesh and fabric, dreams of sex and money. Images 
of triumphant bourgeois luxury. To 25. Apr 

Andreas Gursky (Serpen tine Gallery) 
Photographs 1994-98: wide-visioo. high-finish, 
micro-detailed vistas of our world - stock-exchange 
Door, cityscape, airport, alpine valley - images filled 
with more than the eye can see. To 7 Mar 

Disasters of War 

(Wolverhampton Art Gallery) 

"I saw this" - three ages of European war through 
the etchings of Jacques Callou Goya and Otto Die 
Visions from the blackest of limes. To 20 Mar 

Willie Doherty (MoMA. Oxford) 
’’Somewhere Else": a nervy, multi-screen video 
installation by ibis leading Irish anisL reflects on 
sectarian terror and state security. To 4 Apr 

TOM LUBBOCK 
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THE ACID HOUSE <18> 

A trio of interrelated shorts culled from the 
stories of Irvine Welsh. Less poised and populist 
than Trainspotting. but more edgy and intense, 
too. West End: Odeon Camden Tenon 

BULWORTH (18) 

Dog-tired and disillusioned at the end of a 
campaign, senator Jay Bulwortb (Warren 
Beatty) turns suicidal loose cannon, lifting the 
UO on US politics, banging out in the Tiood and 
^fevering his speeches in abrasive rap stylings. 
Crude and condescending on occasion, yet 
genuinely audacious and committed, too. 

West End: Clapham Picture House. Curzon 
Soho. Odeon Kensington, Ritzy Cinema. UCI 
Whileleys. Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Haymarket, 
Warner Village West End And local cinemas 

CLASS TRIP (LA CLASSE DE NEIGE) (15; 
This pungent child’s-eye psycho-drama switches 
nervously between stark naturalism and 
florid dream sequences. 

West End: ABC Shaftesbury Avenue Repertory: 
Cine Lumiere 

THE DREAM LIFE OF ANGELS (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

Wesf End: ABC Swiss Centre 

ELIZABETH (15) 

Shekhar Kapur’s story of a woman struggling 
to gain purchase in a male world largely neglects 
jjfae opportunities ibrfim in a story of independence 
jPmmphing over cruelty. 

West End: ABC Panton Street, Curzon Mznema, 
Odeon Mezzanine Repertory : The Lux Cinema, 
National Film Theatre, Phoenix Cinema, 
Riverside SLuiios Cinema 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Will Smith’s fall-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman’s pensioned-off Pentagon warfaorse in 
this big, noisy and effectively claustrophobic 
conspiracy thriller. 

Wfesf End Odeon Camden 7b um, Odeon Kens- 
ington, Odeon Marble Arch. Odeon Mezzanine, 
Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas 

54 (15.) 

Mark Christopher’s retro-trip through the heyday 
of New York’s Studio 54 boasts a glitterball turn 
from Mike Myers (as dub-boss Steve Rube© but 
not a whole lot else. This is a garbled, under- 
developed run-through of dance-floor chic as Ryan 
Phillippe’s colourless busboy fells in with the 
beautiful folk and learns the downside of fife in 
s fast lane. Tatty stuff, all told. 

West End: Odeon Camden Tbum, VSrgtn Hay- 
market, Warner Village west End Local Da- 
genham Warner mage, Edmonton Lee Valley 
UCI 12. UCI Surrey Quays 

HANA-BI (18) 

Violent yet elegiac portrait of a brutal Japanese 
policeman pushed over the edge- Its dreamlike 
style makes it strangely moving. 

Local- Beckenham Studio, Greenwich Cinema 

HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

Rill-throttle playing from Rachel Griffiths and 
Emily Watson sustains Anand Tucker’s warts- 
and-ali biopic of the Du Pre sisters Hilary 
(shy, married flautist) and Jacqueline (worid- 
famous cellist). Sibling rivalries, a menage d 
trois and terminal illness are all carefully 
navigated by 'Ricker’s finely-wrought direction, 
though it’s as an acting showcase that the 
film really hits home. 

West End Barbican Screen, Chelsea Cmema, 
Clapham Picture House, Curzon Mayftar, Cur- 
zon Soho , Gate Netting HUl Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage. Renoir. Ritzy Cinema. 
Screen on the HUL And local cinemas 

LITTLE VOICE (15; 

^oled up in her room, Jane Horrocks perfects 
"Siiriey Bassey/Jucty Garland imperaonabons 
Bracing black comedy, Horrock s vocal 

HMMjSc Tottenham \ Court 

Camden Town, QdemKeozingta^Od^n 

Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss . 

End. Ritzy Cinema, UCI 

Chelsea,VtrginFkiIhcwiF^ 

Cinema. And local cinemas 


THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

This gaudy swashbuckler gallops full-speed 
through 19th-century California in the 
company of Antonio Banderas's authentically 
Hispanic do-goodec 

West End: Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon Stoiss 
Cottage, Virgin Fulham Road. Warner 
Village West End And local cinemas 

MEET JOE BLACK (12) 

Picking his way through Martin Brest's under- 
developed rehaul of Death Hikes a Holiday 
goes Brad Pitt’s aquiline Grim Reaper; who gets 
chaperoned round the everyday delights of 
planet Earth by Anthony Hopkins' dying 
billionaire. The film has a few neat themes and a 
retiabfy soBd turn from Hopkins, but it is too much 
a picture of disparate pieces. 

West End: Empire Leicester Square . UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin 
Trocadero. And local cinemas 

MY NAME IS JOE (15) 

Ken Loach's solid social-realist drama tells the 
tale of Joe (Peter MuDan), a recovering alcoholic 
torn between his old life (drugs, crime) and his 
new (a romance with Louise Goodafl’s middle- 
class health visitor). My Name is Joe brilliantly 
spotlights the groping hopes and thwarted 
ambitions of a Britain caught below the poverty fine: 
West End ABC Ponton Street LocaL- Bexleyheath 
Cineworld Repertory: Watermans Arts Centre 

THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End: Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker 
Street, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road 
Wdmer Village West End Local: Croydon 
Warner Village Edmonton Lee Valley UCI 12. 
Fbttham Cineworid the Movies, Wdmer Village 
Finchley Road UCI Surrey Quays 

THE PARENT TRAP IPG) 

The Parent Trap catches Disney cannibalising its 
own back catalogue, re-heating its 1961 Hayley 
Mills heart-warmer Into a spry, cross-cultural 
caper starring Lindsay Loban as the separated- 
at- birth twin asters (one British, one American) 
determined to get their parents (Natasha 
Richardson, Dennis Quaid) back together. 

West End UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea. Local: 
AcbmPcakRoyalWmier\^kige,BarnetOdeon, 
Beckenham ABC, Bexleyheath Cineworld, 
Bromley Odeon, Croydon Fairfield Halls, 
Croydon Warner Village, Dagenham Warner 
Village, Edmonton Lee Willey UCI 12, Peltham 
Cineworid the Movies, Warner Village North 
Finchley, Warner Village Finchley Road, 
Greenwich Cinema, Hampstead ABC, Holloway 
Odeon, flftrrd Odeon, Kingston ABC Options, 
Peckham Premier, Putney ABC, Staples Comer 
Virgin, Streatham Odeon, New Stratford Picture 
House, Sutton UCI 6, UCI Surrey Quays, 
Wimbledon Odeon, Wfoodfbrd ABC 

ft (PI) (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, Curzon 
Soho , Repertory: Phoenix Cinema 

PRACTICAL MAGIC (12) 

Essentially a sibling soap-opera with a dash of 
mum bo-jumbo, Practical Magic sees Sandra 
Bullock and Nicole Kidman cast as two 
mismatched sisters raised from a line of 
witches and hexing any unlucky man who swings 
into their orbit. The canny star-pairing is soon 
spaftbythe film’s turmoil of undigested influences. 
WestEnd ABC Ponton Street, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Stoiss Cottage. 
UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin 
Trocadero, Warner Village West End And 
local cinemas 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U) 

In pfenning his cartoon fife of Moses, Dream Warks 
honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged it 
“painted by Claude Monet and photographed by 
David Lean”. The end result ends up looking more 
like The Tfen Commandments by way of Joseph 
and Ids Technicolor Dreamcoat 
West End: Empire Leicester Square, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys. Wt gin Fulham 
Road, Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas 

THE TRUMAN SHOW (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End: Plaza, Ritzy Cinema 


Cinema 

west end 

ABC BAKER STREET 

(0870-902 0418) -9- Baker Street 
Closed 

[ ABC RANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) e Piccadilly 
Circus Elizabeth 2.10pm. 
5.10pm. 8.10pm Lock, Stock & 
Two Smoking Barrets 1.10pm. 
3.35pm. 6.05pm. 8.30pm My 
Name Is Joe 1.20pm. 3.45pm. 
6.20pm. 8.40pm Practical Mi^ic 
1.30pm. 3.40pm, 5 55pm. 

8.20pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322 Ifrom 1pm) 
O Piccadilly Circus Hamam: The 
Turkish Bacti 1.25pm. 3.50pm, 
6.10pm. 8.35pm There’s 

Something About Mary 1.05pm. 
3.30pm, 6pm. 8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) O Leicester 
Square/Tottenham Court Road 
Class Trip 1.05pm. 3.30pm, 

6.10pm. 8.30pm Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre 1 .35pm. 3.55pm. 

6.35pm. 8 55pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) e Leicester 
Square/Piccadilly Circus Buffalo 
66 1.15pm. 3.50pm. 6.15pm, 
8.40pm Un Homme et une 
F emm e 2.15pm, 4.25pm, 

6.45pm. 8.55pm On Connait la 
Chanson 1.10pm. 3.40pm. 

6.10pm. 8.40pm La Vie Revfee 
des Anges 1.25pm. 3.45pm. 
6.25pm. 8.45pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) ■©■ Tottenham 
Court Road Little Voice 1.25pm, 
3.55pm, 7pm, 9.40pm » (PI) 

I -20pm. 3.25pm. 5.25pm. 

7.30pm. 9.35pm Shakespeare in 
Love 1,05pm, 4.05pm. 6.45pm, 
9.20pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) O Barbican 
Hilary and Jackie 6pm. 8.40pm 
Shakespeare in Love 3pm. 6pm. 
8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) O Sloane 

Square Hilary and Jackie 
1.10pm. 3.40pm, 6.10pm. 

8,40pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) O Clapham 
Common Bulworth 2.45pm, 

5pm, 7.15pm, 9.30pm Hilary and 
Jackie 1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm Shakespeare in Love 
1.45pm, 4.15pm. 6.45pm. 

9.15pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) «■ Green Park 
Hilary and Jackie 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.40pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) «■ Hyde Park 
Comer/Knighcsbridge Elizabeth 
3pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (1 2noon-6pm)) 
e Leicester Square/Tottenham 
Court Road Bulworth 1.45pm. 
4.15pm, 6.45pm. 9pm Hilary and 
Jackie 1pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 
9.15pm * (Pi) 1.30pm. 4pm. 
5.45pm, 7.30pm, 9.30pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 
(0990-888990) O Leicester 
Square Meet Joe Black 12noon. 
3.40pm. 7.20pm. 11pm The 

Prince of Egypt 3.15pm, 6pm. 
8pm Psycho 11.15pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.15pm, 
3pm. 5.50pm, 8.45pm. 11.35pm 

GATE NOTTTNG HILL 
(0171-727 4043) ^ Notting Hill 
Gate Pear and Loathing In Las 
Vegas 11.15pm Hilary and 
Jackie 1pm, 3.35pm. 6.20pm, 
8.50pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) O Piccadilly 
Circus/Leicester Square The 
Apple (Sib) 3pm. 5pm. 7pm. 
9pm Doberman n 2pm, 4.15pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) «■ Notting Hill 
Gate Shakespeare In Love 
! 2.45pm, 5.45pm. 8.30pm. 

1 1 . 1 5pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) O Camden Town 
54 4pm, 8.45pm The Add House 
11.45pm Dobemtann 1.25pm. 

6.15pm Enemy of The State 
11pm Little Voice 11 55am. 
2.05pm. 4.25pm. 6.45pm. 8.55pm 
Shakespeare In Lowe 12.15pm. i 
2.50pm. 5.45pm. 835pm. \ 

11.15pm Stepmom 12.25pm. 
3.10pm, 5.55pm. 8.30pm. 

11.05pm Very Bad TftfaigS 
12.05pm, 2.10pm. 430pm, 

6.35pm, 9.05pm, 1 1 35pm 


ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) O High Street 
Kensington Bulworth 1 ,25pm. 
4.10pm. 6.55pm. 9.40pm. 

12.20am Enemy of The State 
1225am Hilary and Jackie 
12.30pm. 3.30pm. 6.30pm. 

9.30pm Little Voice 1.55pm, 
4.30pm. 7.05pm. 9.40pm. 

12.15am Practical Magic 
1.20pm. 4pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm. 

1 2 midnight Shakespeare in love 
’ 1 2.15pm. 3.15pm, 6.15pm. 

9.15pm. 12.15am Stepmom 

12.25pm. 3.25pm. 6.25pm. 

9.25pm. 12.25am 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square The Siege 1 2.55pm. 
3.35pm. 5.55pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) O Marble Arch 
Enemy of The State 12.20pm. 
3.10pm. 6.05pm, 9pm. 11.50pm 
Little Voice 1 .40pm. 6.40pm 
Practical Magic 1.25pm. 3.55pm. 
6.30pm. 9.05pm. J 1 .35pm 

Shakespeare m Love 12.35pm. 
3.25pm. 6.15pm. 9.10pm. 

12midnight The Siege 3.50pm, 
8.55pm. 1 1 .50pm Stepmom 

12.30pm. 4.20pm. 6.10pm. 

9.05pm, 11. 55pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square Elizabeth 12.35pm. 
3.05pm, 5.35pm, 8.2Qpm Enemy 
of The State 2.30pm. 5.40pm. 
830pm Lock, Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 1.25pm. 
3.55pm. 6.20pm. 8.45pm Tl>e 
Mask of Zorro 2.35pm. 5.25pm. 
8.15pm There’s Something 
About Mary 12.45pm. 3.15pm, 
5.45pm, 8.20pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) O Swiss 
Cottage Hilary and Jackie 
12.20pm, 3pm. 5.35pm. 8.15pm 
Little Voice 1.45pm. 4pm. 
6.20pm. 8.50pm Practical Magic 
1pm, 3.30pm. 6pm, 8.45pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1 2.15pm, 
3.05pm. 5.50pm, 8.35pm 

Stepmom 12.05pm. 2.45pm. 

5.25pm. 8.10pm Very Bad 

Things 12.45pm. 3.05pm, 6pm. 
8.45pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square Little Voice 1 .55pm. 
4.10pm. 6.20pm, 8.55pm. 

11.35pm Stepmom 12.10pm. 
2.55pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm. 

11.30pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) O Piccadilly 
Orcus Everest 9.05pm L5 (UMAX) 
2.40pm. 4.45pm. 7pm T-ftex: 
Back to the Cretaceous (3-D) 
1.35pm. 3.40pm, 5.45pm. 8pm. 
10.05pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) O Piccadilly 
Grcus Babe: Pig in the City 
1 2.40pm Saving Private Ryan 
3pm. 7.30pm Scar Thsk: 
Insurrection 1 .20pm. 3.40pm, 
6pm, 6.20pm The Triiman Show 
1pm. 3.15pm, 8.40pm Very Bad 
Things 1.30pm. 3.50pm, 6.30pm. 
9pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) O Russell 

Square The Apple (Sib) I pm. 
2.55pm. 4.50pm. 6.45pm. 

8. 45pm Hilary and Jackie 

I. 10pm. 3.40pm. 6.10pm, 

8.40pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/Q Brixton 
Angel Sharks 3.15pm Bulworth 
5pm, 7.20pm. 9.35pm. 11.45pm 
Hilary and Jackie 4pm. 6.35pm, 
9.05pm Little Voice 3pm. 
5.15pm, 7.25pm, 9.30pm. 

I I. 30pm The Opposite of Sex 
2.20pm, 4.40pm, 7pm, 9.20pm, 

IT. 40pm (+ Short Horseshoe) 
Shakespeare in Love 2pm. 
4.25pm.. 6.50pm, 9.25pm, 

1 1 .50pm The Hitman Show 
1 1.35pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) O Baker Street 
The Opposite of Sex 2.40pm. 
4.50pm. 7pm, 9. 1 0pm 
Shakespeare in Love 3.1 0pm. 
6.25pm. 9pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) Q Highbury & 
Islington Sha k espea r e in Love 
3.35pm. 6.20pm, 9pm. 1 1 .30pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL ; 

(0171-435 3366) O Belsfee Park 
Hilary and Jackie 3.10pm, 
6.40pm, 9. 1 0pm ! 

UO WHITELEYS 

(60 34567) O Queensway 

Bulworth 2pm, 4.20pm. 6.50pm, 
9.20pm Little Voice 1 .40pm. 4pm. 1 
6.30pm. 8.40pm Meet Joe Black { 
4.40pm, 820pm The Opposite of 1 
Sex 150pm. 4.30pm. 7pm, 

9 30pm Practical Magic 120pm, ! 

3.40pm, 6.10pm. 9pm i 

The Prince of Egypt 2.20pm ! 


Shakespeare in Love 12.50pm. 
i 3.30pm. 6.20pm. 9.10pm 

Stepmom 3.10pm. 6pm, 8.50pm 
Very Bad Things 2.30pm 
s 4.50pm. 7.20pm, 9.50pm 

1 VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) O South 

Kensington Bulworth 1pm. 
3.30pm. 6.1 5pm. 9.15pm Little 
Voice 12.45pm. 2.45pm. 4.45pm. 
6.45pm The Siege 8.50pm 
Stepmom 1 2.45pm. 3.30pm. 

\ 6.15pm, 9pm Very Bad Things 

1pm. 3.45pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) O South 

Kensington Little Voice 1 2.40pm. 
2.50pm. 5.10pm. 7.20pm. 

9.40pm The Mask of Zorro 
12.30pm. 3.15pm. 6pm Meet Joe 
Black 8.40pm The Opposite or 
Sex 12.40pm. 2.50pm. 5pm. 
7. 1 5pm, 9.30pm Practical Magic 

I. 40pm, 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm 
Shakespeare hi Love 12.30pm. 
3.30pm. 6.15pm. 9.10pm Two 
Girls and a Guy 1pm, 3pm. 5pm, 
7pm, 9.15pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) O Piccadilly 
Grcus Bulworth 1pm. 3.30pm, 
6.10pm. 8.35pm 54 2.10pm. 
4.20pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm Two 
Girts and a Guy 1.40pm, 4pm. 
6.20pm. 8.55pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) O Piccadilly 
Grcus Dobemtann 1 1 .50pm 
Enemy of the State 12noon. 
2.50pm, 5.40pm. 8.30pm. 

II. 20pm The Exordst (25th 

Anniversary Rerelease) 1 1 .40pm 
Meet Joe Black 12.30pm. 

4.20pm, 8pm Out of Sight 
12noon. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 

8.30pm. 1 1 .30pm Practical 

Magic 12noon. 2.15pm. 4.30pm. 
6.50pm. 9.15pm Rush Hour 
1 1 .50pm Shakespeare in Love 
12noon. 2.40pm. 5.30pm, 

8.45pm, 11.20pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection T pm. 3.40pm. 
6.40pm, 9.15pm Very Bad 

Things 12.10pm, 2.20pm. 

4.30pm. 6.40pm, 9pm, 1 1 .20pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) O Leicester 
Square Blade 12.10am Bulworth 
I pm. 3.30pm. 6.20pm. 9pm. 
11.40pm 54 9.20pm. 12.10am 
Lock, Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels 12.05am The Made of 
Zorro 12.30pm, 3.20pm. 6.30pm 
The Opposite of Sex 1 20 pm. 
3.50pm. 6.10pm. 8.50pm. 

11.10pm A Perfect Murder 

I. 30pm, 4.10pm. 6.50pm. 9.25pm. 

1 2 midnight Practical Magic 
1 2 noon, 12.50pm. 2.50pm. 

3.40pm. 5.40pm. 6.30pm. 8.30pm. 
9.20pm, 11.20pm, 12.10pm (+ 
Short: Eight) Rush Hour 12.40pm. 
3.20pm. 6pm, 8.40pm Very Bad 
Things 1130am. 2.10pm. 4.30pm. 
7pm, 9.30pm. 12mldnight What 
Dreams May Come 1.10pm. 4pm, 
6.35pm, 9.10pm. 

CINEMA 

London locals 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) Q Park Royal 
Blade 1 1 .30pm Bulworth 9.05pm. 

II. 40pm Enemy of the State 
1.35pm. 4.20pm, 7pm, 9.50pm, 
12.40am Little Voice 2.10pm. 
4.30pm. 6.50pm. 9.15pm Meet Joe 
Black 1.10pm. 4.50pm. 8.30pm 
Practical Magic 1pm, 3.40pm. 

6.1 0pm. 8.40pm Psycho 1 1 .20pm 
Rush Hour 12.10am Shakespeare 
in Love 12.30pm, 3.10pm, 6pm. 
8.55pm. 11pm The Siege 2pm, 
4.40pm, 7.20pm. 10pm, 12.30am 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1.30pm, 
3.50pm, 6.30pm Stepmom 

1.20pm. 4pm, 6.40pm. 9.30pm. 

1 2.20am Vfery Bad Things 2. 1 0pm. 
4.30pm. 7.10pm, 9.40pm. 1 2 mid- 
night 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) O High 
Barnet Little Voice 1.15pm. 
3.45pm. 7pm, 9pm Practical Mag- 
ic 1pm. 3.35pm. 6.15pm, 8.30pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.45pm, 
325pm, 6.10pm, 8.40pm S tepmom 
1pm. 3.30pm. 6pm, 8.30pm Very 
Bad Things 12.50pm. 3.30pm, 
6.45pm. 8.50pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 902041 2) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction Enemy of the State 
2.50pm. 5.30pm. 8.20pm The **r- 
enc Trap 12.10pm Practical Mag- 
ic 1 ,45pm, 4.05pm. 6.25pm, 1 

8.45pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.50pm. 3.35pm. 620pm, 9.05pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 1 

CINEWORLD (01 81 -303 1 550) BR: < 
Bexleyheath AA AB Laut Chalen I 
12noon. 6pm Bulworth 3.30pm. 
9.15pm. 11.30pm Enemy of The 
State 1.30pm, 4.10pm, 6.50pm. 1 
9.30pm. 12.05am j 


Little Voice 12.10pm, 2.30pm. 
i 4.50pm, 7.05pm. 9.25pm The 
i Mask of Zorro 2.45pm, 6pm Meet 
i Joe Black 12.45pm, 4.15pm. 
7.45pm. 11.1 5pm Practical Mag- 
ic 1 2.35pm. 2.50pm. 5.10pm. 
7.30pm. 9.50pm. 1 2. 1 0am Psycho 
1 1 .40pm Shakespeare in Love 
lpm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9.20pm. 
11.55pm The Siege 12.1 0pm, 
8.45pm, 1 1 .20pm Stepmom 

1.20pm, 4pm, 6.45pm. 9.35pm, 
12.1 0am Very Bad Things 
12.40pm, 3pm. 5.15pm. 7.35pm. 
9.55pm, 12.20am 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Bromley North/Bromiey South Lit- 
tle Voice 2.50pm. 5.10pm, 7.35pm. 
10.05pm Practical Magic 2.40pm, 
5.05pm. 7.30pm. 9.50pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1 ,05pm. 3.50pm, 
6.40pm. 9.25pm Stepmom 

I. 15pm. 4pm, 6.50pm. 9.35pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-698 3306) BR; Catford 
Practical Magic 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 
8.45pm Very Bad Things 2 30pm. 
6pm. 8.40pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: West/East Croydon Dancing At 
Lughnasa 6.15pm The Land Girls 
3.50pm Out of Sight 8.30pm 

FAIRFIELD HALLS (0181-688 
9291) BR: East Croydon The Par- 
ent Trap 7.30pm 

SAFARI (01 81 -688 3422) BR West 
Croydon Hum Aapke Dfl Mein Re- 
hte Hain phone for times Hu Tu 1b 
phone for times Meet Joe Black 
5.30pm, 8.40pm The Siege 
5.40pm. 3.15pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon Enemy of 
che State 3.35pm. 6.30pm. 
9.30pm, 12.30am Little Voice 
2.10pm. 4.30pm, 6.50pm. 9.10pm. 

I I . 30pm Meet Joe Black 8.30pm 
The Opposite of Sex 4.40pm, 
9.50pm, 12 . 1 0am Practical Magic 
3.55pm, 6.40pm, 9.20pm, 1 2 mid- 
night Rush Hour 12.20am Shake- 
speare In Love 3.10pm, 6pm, 
8.50pm. 1 1 .45pm The Siege 
1.40pm. 7.10pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 3.40pm. 6. 1 0pm Stepmom 
3.25pm. 6.15pm. 9pm, 11. 55pm 
Very Bad Things 2pm, 4.20pm. 
7pm, 9.40pm. 12.10am 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) O Dagenham Heathway Bui- 
worth 7.20pm Enemy of the State 
1.30pm, 4pm. 6.50pm, 9.40pm, 

1 2.20am 54 10pm, 1 2.20am Little 
Voice 2.10pm, 4.20pm. 6.30pm, 
8.40pm, llpm Meet Joe Black 
2pm. 5.30pm. 9.10pm Practical 
Magic 2pm, 4.30pm. 7pm. 9.30pm, 
l2midnight Rush Hour 12.40am 
Shakespeare In Love 1.30pm. 4pm, 
6.40pm. 9.20pm, 12 midnight The 
Siege 5pm, 9.50pm. 12.1 5am Star 
Trek: Insurrection 3pm. 5.20pm. 
7.40pm Stepmom 1.30pm. 
3.55pm. 6.25pm. 8.55pm, J 1 ,30pm 
Very Bad Things 2.20pm. 4.30pm, 
6.40pm, 9pm, 1 1 ,30pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) BR/O Ealing Broadway 
Practical Magic 2.10pm. 4.30pm. 
6.50pm. 9.20pm Shakespeare in 
Love 1pm, 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 
9.10pm Stepmom 2.30pm, 
5.30pm. 8.30pm 

EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) O 
Edgware AA AB Laut Chalain 
phone for times Bade Dllwala 
phone for times Kudi Kudi Hoca Hai 
phone for times Meet Joe Black 
4.30pm, 7.50pm The Prince of 
Egypt 2.30pm Zakhm phone for 
times 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCi 12 (0990- 
888990) O Tottenham Hale AAAB 
Laut Chalain 4.15pm, 8.T0pm 
Blade 1 1 ,30pm Bulworth 1 0pm En- 
emy or The State 3.35pm. 6.20pm. 
9.15pm. 12.15am 54 12.20am Lit- 
tle Itoiee 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.45pm The 
Mask of Zorro 3.10pm. 6.45pm 
Meet Joe Black 4.40pm. 8.25pm 
The Opposite or Sex 3pm. 5.45pm. 
8.05pm, 1 1 ,45pm Practical Mag- 
ic 4.25pm. 7pm, 9.40pm Psycho 
1 2 midnight Rush Hour 10.05pm, 
12.40am Shakespeare in Love 
3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9.20pm. 12.10am 
The Siege 3.05pm. 5.50pm, 
8.35pm. 11.15pm Star Thek: In- 
surrection 4.55pm. 7.20pm Step- 
mom 3.20pm. 6.10pm. 9pm, 
11.50pm Vfery Bad Things , 
4.45pm.7.l0pm. 9.50pm. 12.30am ! 

ELEPHANT* CASTLE 
CORONET (0171-703 4968) Q 1 
Elephant & Castle Bulworth , 
3.45pm. 6pm, 8.35pm Enemy Of 
The State 3pm. 5.45pm, 8.20pm 
Very Bad Things 3.55pm. 6.1Spm. 
8.45pm i 


FELT HAM 

i CINEWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
: 867 0555) BR: Feitham AA AB Laut 

Chalain 1 1 ,55am. 3.30pm. 7.30pm, 
1 1 pm Bade Dllwala 1 1 .20pm Bul- 
worth 7pm Enemy of the State 
i 1.10pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm, 9.10pm, 
1 1.30pm Hum Aapke Hain Koun..! 
11.1 Sam. 1pm, 2.45pm, 4.35pm, 
6.20pm. 8.05pm. 9.45pm, 1 1 .30pm 
Hu Tu Tu 1 1 ,30pm Kuch Kuril 
Hota Hai 1 2 noon. 3.30pm, 9.30pm. 
6pm Little Voice 12noon. 2.25pm, 
4.40pm, 7.10pm, 9.25pm The 
Mask of Zorro 12noon. 6.10pm 
Meet Joe Black 1.05pm, 4.20pm. 
7.50pm The Opposite of Sex 
1 1 .30am. 2.10pm, 4.50pm. 

7. 1 5pm, 9.50pm, 1 2midnight Prac- 
tical Magic 1 1 ,35am, 2pm. 4.25pm. 
7pm. 9.20pm. 1 2 midnight Shake- 
speare in Love 1.15pm, 4pm, 
6.45pm, 9.30pm. 12.15am The 
Siege 11.30am, 2pm, 4.30pm. 
7pm. 9.30pm. 1 2.05am Stepmom 

I . 45pm, 4.30pm, 6.55pm. 9.40pm, 
12.20am Very Bad Things 

II. 20am, 2.05pm. 4.45pm. 
7.20pm. 9 55pm. 12.20am Zakhm 
2.50pm. 9pm. 1 1 .45pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) Q East Rnchley Bulworth 
3.40pm. 9.30pm Enemy of The 
State 3pm. 6.10pm. 9pm. 1 1 .50pm 
Little Voice 1.10pm, 3.30pm. 
6.25pm. 8.40pm Meet Joe Black 
4.35pm. 8.20pm Practical Magic 
12.50pm. 3.50pm. 6.35pm, 

9.10pm, 11.40pm Rush Hour 
12midnlght Shakespeare in Love 
1 .20pm. 4pm, 6pm. 8.50pm The 
Siege 1pm. 6.15pm Stepmom 
1.40pm. 4.35pm. 7pm. 9.40pm 
Very Bad Things 1 .50pm, 4.20pm, 
6.45pm, 9.20pm. IT. 30pm 

RNCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3110) ■©■ Rnchley Road Bulworth 
1 .45pm, 4.1 5pm, 6.50pm, 9.40pm 
Enemy of the State 4.30pm. 
9.50pm Uctie Voice 1 1.30am. 2pm, 
7.30pm The Opposite of Sex 
1.30pm, 4pm. 6.40pm, 9pm Prac- 
tical Magic 1pm. 3.50pm, 6. 30pm, 
9.30pm Shakespeare In Love 
12noon. 2.45pm, 5.30pm. 8.30pm 
Stepmom 12.15pm, 3pm, 5.45pm, 
8.45pm TWo Girls And A Guy 
1.10pm. 3.10pm. 5 -20pm. 7.40pm. 
10pm Vfery Bad Things 1 2 noon, 
2.20pm, 4.40pm. 7pm, 9.20pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1724) O Golden. 
Green Shakespeare in Love 
2.45pm, 5.35pm, 8.20pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 0101) BR: 
Greenwich Bulworth 9.45pm Ene- 
my Of The State 1 1 .1 0pm Hilary 
And Jackie 3pm, 5.15pm, 7.30pm 
Little Voice 4.55pm, 7pm, 9.05pm 
Shakespeare In Love 3. 15pm. 6pm. 
8.35pm. 1 1.15pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) O Beteizfc 
Park Little Voice 2pm. 4.15pm. 
6.30pm, 8.45pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.35pm. 5.15pm. 8.15pm 
\fery Bad Things 1 .35pm. 3.55pm, 
6.15pm. 8.35pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI (0181-426 0303) Q Har- 
row on the Hill Fire 7pm Hum Aap- 
ke Hain Koun..! 1.30pm. 5pm, 
8.45pm Hu Tu TU 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) O Harrow on the hKH Buhnorth 
4.25pm. 9.40pm Enemy of The 
State 10.15am, 12.55pm, E.45pm, 
6.35pm. 9.30pm, 1 2.05am Little 
Voice 1.40pm, 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm, 
11. 20pm Meet Joe Black 12.40pm. 
4.20pm. 8.10pm The Opposite of 
Sex 11.50am. 2.10pm. 4.30pm, 
6.55pm, 9.20pm. 1 1 .50pm Practi- 
cal Magic 1 1 .30am, 2. 10pm 4.40pm, 
7.20pm, 9.50pm. 1 2.20am Psycho 
12.10am Rush Hour 12.20am 
Shakespeare In Love 12.40pm. 

3 ,20pm. 6.10pm, 8.50pm. 1 1.40pm 
The Siege 1.50pm. 7.10pm Srep- 
mom 12.10pm, 3pm, 5.40pm, 
8.30pm. 1 1.1 0pm Very Bad Things 
11.40am, 2pm, 4.20pm. 6.40pm. 
9.10pm. 11.30pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 050007) O Archway 
Bulworth 1 2.05pm. 4.55pm. 

9.50pm Enemy of the State 
1 .1 5pm. 4pm, 6.45pm. 9.30pm Lit- 
tle Voice 12.15pm, 2.40pm. 5.05pm. 
7.30pm. 9.55pm Meet Joe Black 
1 .1 5pm, 4.55pm. 8.35pm Practical 
Magic 1 2.15pm. 2.40pm. 5.05pm. 
7.30pm, 9.55pm Shakespeare In 
Love 1.20pm. 4.05pm, 6.50pm, 
8.35pm The Siege 2.25pm, 6.20pm 
Stepmom 1 .20pm, 4.05pm, 6J50pm. 
8.35pm Very Bad Things 1 2.25pm. 
2.45pm. 5.10pm. 7.35pm. 10pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 0500Q7) O Gants 
HIH Little Voice 1.50pm. 4.10pm 
6.30pm, 8.50pm Practical Magk 
1 -05pm. 3.20pm, 5.25pm. 8.10pm 
Shakespeare m Love 12.25pm. 
3pm. 5.50pm. 8.35pm Stepmom 
1 2n°on ^AOpm, 5.20pm, 8pm 
Vfery Bad Things 1 .30pm. 3.50pm. 
6.10pm. 9pm 


1 6/LI STINGS 


'""""K'SEV 


XIL3URN 

THE TRtCYCLE CINEMA (0171- 
328 1000) © Kllbum Bulworth 
4pm, 6.30pm. 8.45pm 

lUWOSTOH UPON THAMES 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-902 0409) BR: 
Kingston Meet Joe Black 2.15pm. 
7 .15pm Practical Magic 2.25pm. 
6.05pm. 8.30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.10pm, 5.25pm. 8.10pm 

MUSVTCU HILL 

ODEON (03705 050007) © High- 
? ate Practical Magic 1.10pm. 
3.50pm. 6.20pm, 8.40pm Shake- 
speare hi Love 1 2.55pm. 3.30pm, 
6pm. 8.30pm Stepmom 1.05pm. 
3.35pm. 6.05pm. 8.35pm 

7KKHAM 

PREMIER (018T-235 3006) BR; 
Peckham Rye Bulworth 9.50pm, 
IZmidmgfit Enemy of the State 
3.55pm, 6.30pm. 9.05pm. 1 1 .40pm 
Little Voice 4pm. 6pm, 8pm Prac- 
tical Magic 2.30pm, 4.45pm, 
7. 1 5pm, 9.30pm. 1 1 .50pm Shake- 
speare in Love 3.40pm. 6.20pm. 
9pm. 1 1 .40pm The Siege 4.45pm. 
7.15pm. 9.30pm. 11.50pm Very 
3ad Things 4.50pm. 7.05pm. 
9.25pm, 11.55pm 

PURLHY 

A3C (0870-9020407) BR: Purley 
Little Voice 2.10pm. 6.10pm. 
3.30pm Meet Joe Black 3.25pm. 

7 . 1 0pm Very Bad Things 2.40pm. 
5.40pm, 8.10pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401 ) BR Putney/© 
Putney Bridge Little Voice 2.1 5pm. 
4.45pm. 7.1 5pm. 9.30pm Practical 
Magic 2.15pm. A.45pm. 7.05pm. 
9.25pm Shakespeare m Love 1 pm 
3 45pm. 6.30pm, 9.15pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/© 
Richmond Little Voice 2pm. 
4.20pm. 7pm. 9.30pm Shakespeare 
in Love 1 2.30pm. 3.20pm. 6.30pm, 
9.10pm Stepmom 2.10pm. 6pm. 
3.50pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/© Richmond Bulworth 2.1 0pm, 
6pm HDary And Jackie 1 2.30pm. 
3.20pm. 6.10pm. 9pm Meet Joe 
Black 8.20pm Practical Magic 
I 20pm. 3.50pm. 6.20pm. 9.20pm 
Very Bad Things 2.20pm. 4.40pm. 
7.10pm. 9.30pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
Practical Magic 2.30pm. 5.55pm, 
3.25pm The Siege 2.25pm. 
5.30pm. 8.10pm Very Bad Things 
2.1 5pm. 5.40pm. 8.40pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 

050007) BR: Romford Enemy of 
the State 3.20pm. 9pm Little 
Voice 1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 
•3.50pm The Mask of Zorro 
i 2. 30pm. 6 20pm Meet Joe Black 
i2.45pm. 4.45pm. 8.10pm 
Practical Magic 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 

0 1 0pm. 8.30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12.45pm. 3.30pm. 6.15pm. 
>pm The 5iege 4. 1 0pm. 9pm Scar 
Trek: Insurrection 2 pm. 6.40pm 
Stepmom 12.20pm. 3pm. 

5 40pm. S. 1 5pm Very Bad Things 
'2.20pm. 2.40pm. 4.50pm. 7pm. 

I- 20pm 
s:zz'jp 

\3C <0541-5551 31) BR. Sidcup Lit- I 
:* ? Voice 3 45pm. 8. 1 5pm. 8.45pm ! 

Very 3ad Things 2 30pm. 6pm, ! 

• 40pm j 

r7.-.?LSS CORNER ! 

• '!RG:N (0370-90707 1 7) BR: Crick- , 

:■ :d Enemy of the State 1 pm. j 
40pm. 6 25pm. 9. 1 Opm. 1 2mid- l 
: y >: Little Voice 2 . 30pm. 4. 45pm. f 
Practical Magic 1.30pm. 

- ;3pm. 6 45pm. 9.10pm Rush . 

.-four 12 midnight Shakespeare in f 
2c ve 3 10pm. 5.50pm. 8.50pm. J 
: : ^ pm The Siege 9.20pm. ( 

: .'vr.idright Stepmom 1pm. * 
'. 4?prr\. 6 20pm. 9.15pm. 12mid- r 
■iyU Very Bad Things 2pm. \ 

• 5pm. 5 40pm. Spm. i 1 ,45pm c 

3TREATHAHJ ; 

\BC (0870-9020415) BR: ' 
-rreatham Hill Antz 5.45pm Meet 
.' Slack 2 . 1 0pm. 7 .35pm Psycho * 

- 55pm Shakespeare in Cove ■ 
3 2 Spm. 5 35pm. 8.25pm Star ‘ 
Trek: Insurrection 2.1 5pm. 4.30pm. I 

• 45pm ^ 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
5tr.;atham Hill/© Brifcton/CIapham < 
Common Bulworth 7.10pm Enemy < 
of the 5tace 12.50pm. 3.40pm. ; 

S.20pm Little Voice 2.20pm. ( 

4.40pm. 7pm. 9.20pm Practical l 
Magic 2pm. 4.30pm. 7.10pm. 
‘3.30pm Stepmom 1 ,40pm. i 
4.20pm. 7.10pm. 9.40pm Very | 
Sod Thteigs 2pm. 4.30pm. 7.10pm. 
0.40pm } 

STRATFORD 1 

NGUV STRATFORD PICTURE , 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/© 
Stratford East Bulworth 7.15pm 
rYsctical Magic 2.30pm. 4.45pm. ' 

"pm. 9. 30pm Shakespeare in Love 
l.45pm. 4.15pm. 6.45pm. 9.15pm 
Stepmom Tpm. 3.40pm. 6.20pm. ' 

9pm Very Bad Things 2.45pm. 
5pm. 9.35pm 

SURREY QUAYS 
VCl (0990 888990) © Surrey 
Quays 54 12.1 5am Bulworth 7pm 
Tnemy of The State 3.30pm. 
9.40pm Litde Voice 4pm. 6.30pm. 
S.50pm Meet Joe Slack 4.45pm. 
8.25pm The Opposite of Sex 
4.20pm. 7.10pm. 9.30pm. 12mid- 
night Practical Magic 3.50pm. 
6.20pm. 8.40pm. 11.10pm Rush 
Hour 1 1 ,20pm Shakespeare in 
Love 3.10pm. 6pm. 9pm. 1 1 ,40pm 
The Siege 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 
9.20pm Stepmom 3.20pm. 
R.lOpm. 9.10pm, 11.50pm Very 
Sad Things 5pm. 7.20pm. 9.55pm. 
12.05am 


SUTTON 

UC1 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut- 
torv© Morden Enemy of The State 
•3.45pm. 9.30pm Little Voice 
4. 1 Upm. 6.25pm, 8.45pm The Par- 
ent Trap 3.55pm Practical Magic 
3.25pm. 6pm, 8.30pm, 11pm 
Shakespeare in Love 3 40pm. 
£.3 5pm. 9.15pm. 12midnight The 
Siege 12.15am Star Ttek: Insur- 
rection 4.40pm Stepmom 3.10pm. 
C.IOpm. 9pm. 11 .45pm Vfery Bad 
Things 7.15pm. 9.50pm. 1 1.30pm 

TUF.MP1KE LANE 
CORONET (0181-888 2519) © 
Turnpike Lane Bulworth 3.45pm. 
6pm. 8.35pm The Siege 3.35pm. 
opm. 8.30pm Very Bad Things 
3.55pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 

UftSRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) © 
U*brldge Practical Magic 2.20pm, 
4 40pm. 7.05pm. 9.30pm Stepmom 
1.20pm, 4pm, 6.35pm. 9.10pm 

UALTHAMSTOW 
ABC (0870-3020424) ©Waltham- 
stow Central Little Voice 1.30pm. 
a. I Opm, 6.20pm, B. 30pm Meet Joe 
Black 2.10pm. 7.20pm Vfery Bad 
Things 1 25pm, 3.55pm. 6.05pm. 
8 35pm 

V! ALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01932- 
^5^825) BR: Walton on Thames 
Shakespeare in Love 3.10pm, 
5.45pm 8.15pm Stepmom 

2.50pm. 5. 45pm, 8.15pm 


WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR: 
Eltham Meet Joe Black 3.45pm. 
7.25pm Shakespeare In Love 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 

IMILLESDEN 

BELLE-VUE (0181-830 0822) © 
Wlilesden Green Meet Joe Black 
4.45pm. 8.15pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/© 
Wimbledon/© South Wimbledon 
Enemy of the State 2.10pm. 
8 -20pm. 11.05pm little Voice 
2.30pm. 4.45pm. 6.55pm. 9.15pm 
Meet Joe Black 4.55pm Practical 
Magic 1.35pm, 3.55pm. 6.20pm. 
8.45pm Rush Hour 11.25pm 
Shakespeare m Love 12.20pm. 
2.55pm. 5.35pm, 8.20pm, 1 1.15pm 
Stepmom 2.30pm. 5.35pm, 

8.25pm, 11.15pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) ©South 
Woodrard Little Voice 2.10pm, 
4.20pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm Shake- 
speare In Love 2.40pm. 5.30pm, 
8. 1 0pm Very Bad Things 1 .55pm, 
4.05pm, 6.15pm. 8.30pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal Little Voice 
4.15pm, 6.25pm, 8.45pm fracdcal 
Magic 4pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm 

WOOD GREEN 

NEWCURZON (0181-347 6664)© 
Turnpike Lane AA AB Laut ChalaJn 
7.1 5pm. 10.45pm Kuch Kuch Hoea 
Hal 3.30pm 


CINEMA 

Repertory 


LONDON 

ICA CINEMA The Mail. SW 1 (0 1 7 1 - 
930 3647) Caresses (18) 5pm. 7pm 
The Polygraph (Le Pofygraphe) 
(NC) 6.30pm. 8.30pm Actresses 
(Actrlus) (NC) 9pm 

THE LUX ONEMA Haxton Square. 
N1 (0171-684 0201)EIIen Canton 
My Perversion is the Belief In True 
Love: Shorts (NC) 7pm Toys: 
DeLuxe Surreal Muldmedla Film 
Event (NC) 9pm 

NFT South Bank. SE1 (0171-928 
3232) The African Queen (U) 
2.30pm Gold finger (PG) 6.15pm 
World on a Wire Parts 1 & 2: Fass- 
binder (NC) 6.30pm Queen Christi- 
na (PG) 7.30pm The Spanish 
Prisoner (PG) 8.30pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA High Road. N2 
(0181-444 6789) Little Vbice (1 5) 
2.15pm. 6.45pm x (Pi) (15) 
4.30pm. 9pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) The Rocky 
Horror Picture Show (15) 1 1.45pm 
Blade (18) 1pm Velvet Goldmine 
(18) 3.45pm Henry Fool (18) 
6.20pm Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas (18) 9.10pm 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Crisp Road. 
W6 (01 71-420 0100) Bringing Up 
Baby (PG) 5.45pm + The Philadel- 
phia Story (U) 8.50pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford. Middlesex (0131- 
563 1 1 76) On Connaic la Chanson 
(PG) 1.30pm. S.45pm Henry Fool 
(18) 6.15pm j 

BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK'S (01273-602503) 
LAvventura (PG) 11.1 5pm The 
Opposite of Sex (18) 4.45pm. 9pm 

BRISTOL 

CUBE CINEMA (0114-907 4191) 
Year of the Horse (1 5) 7.30pm Blue 
Summer/Verrical Features Re- 
make (NC) 9 30pm 

WATERSHED (01 1 7-925 3845) Sit- 
com (18) 6pm r. (Pi) (15) 6.05pm. 
3.25pm Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas (18) 8.15pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) x 
(Pi) (15) 3.30pm, 7.30pm The Op- 
posite of Sex (1 8) 5.20pm. 9.20pm 
The Exorcist (25th Anniversary 
Rerelease) (18) 11.30pm 

CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Sixth Happiness (NC) 

6. 15pm Bulworth (18) 7.30pm Lit- 
tle Vbice (15) 8.15pm 

CHICHESTER 

NEW RARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) Firelight (15) 2pm Little 
Voice (15) 4.45pm. 7pm Rush 
Hour (15) 9.15pm 

NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) A 
Soldier's Daughter Never Cries 
(15) 5.30pm Rien Ne Va Plus (15) 
8.15pm The Exordst (25th An- 
niversary RereJease) (18) 11.15pm 

CINEMA 

COUNTRYWIDE 

BATH 

ABC CINEMA (01225-461730): 
Shakespeare in Love (15) 

LITTLE THEATRE (01 225-466822); 
Babe: Pig in the Oty (U); Bulworth 
(18): Little Voice (15): The Mask 
of Zorro (PG) 

ROBINS CINEMA (01225-461506): 
Practical Magic (12): Stepmom 
(1 2): The Swan Princess (U): Two 
Girls and a Guy ( 1 8) 


CAMBRIDGE 

WARNER VILLAGE (01223- 
460442): Antz (PG); Babe: Pig In 
the City (U): Bulworth (18); Ene- 
my of the State (15): Little Voice 
(1 5): The Mask of Zotro (PG): Meet 
Joe Black (12); The Parent Trap 
(PG): Practical Magic (12): The 
Prince of Egypt (U): Rush Hour 
(15): Shakespeare in Love (15): 
Small Soldiers (PG); Star Trek: In- 
surrection (PG): Stepmom (12); 
Very Bad things (18) 

GUILDFORD 

ODEON (08705-050007): Antz 
(PG); Dr Dolittfe (PG): Enemy of 
the State (15): Little I knet (15): 
The Mask of Zorro (PG); Meet Joe 
Black (1 2); Mulan (U): The Oppo- 
site of Sex (18): The Parent Trap 
(PG): Practical Magic (12); The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Shakespeare 
In Love (15): The Siege (15); Small 
Soldiers (PG); Star Trek: Insur- 
rection (PG); Stepmom (12): Vfery 
Bad Things (18) 

MI1ION KEYNES 

Ua 10 (01908-661662); 54 (15): 
Anastasia (U): Antz (PG): Babe: Pig 
in the City (U): Elizabeth (15); En- 
emy of the State (1 5): Kudrac (PG); 
The Land Gills ( 1 2) ; liWe Vbice ( 1 5) ; 
The Mask of Zorro (PG): Meet Joe 
Black (12): The Parent hap (PG): 
Practical Magk (1 2); The Prince of 
Egypt (U): Psycho ( 1 5); Shakespeare 
in Love (15): The Siege (15): Star 
Trek: Insurrection (PG); Stepmom 
(12); Vfery Bad Things (18) 


Theatre 

l WEST END 

Ticket availability details are for to- 
day; times and prices for the week; 
y running times include intervals- 0 
< — Seats at ail prices I — Seats at 

some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — jlj: Sun. [3): Tue. [4]: 
Wfed. [5) : Thur, [6(: firi. [71: Sat 
f 

, ft ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn’s new comedy about 
» a dinner party which is interrupted 
y by mysterious messages stars Ffc- 
I iicfy Kendal and Jose Lawrence. 

, Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue, Wl 
i (0171-494 5065)© Picc Circ. Mon- 
. Sat 7.45pm, [51(71 3pm. £19.50- 
i £27.50 £1 2.50-El 7.50 (restricted 
, views). 130 mins. 

• AMADEUS David Suchet stars 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer's ac- 

i claimed drama about the life of 
, Mozart. Old Vic The Cut SE1 (0171- 
. 928 761 6/cc 420 0000) BR/©Vte- 
, terloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4J[71 
2.30pm. £10- £30. 180 mins. 

ft ANNIE Rags to riches stray of the 
optimistic orphan. Victoria Palace 
Victoria Street. SWl (0171-834 
; 1317) BR/© Victoria. Tue-Sac 

I 7.30pm. [4J[7| 2.30pm. fl) 4pm. 
£7. 50- £32. 50. 165 mins. 

ft ART Larry Lamb, Jati Dee, Tim 
► Heat? in Yftsmma Reza’s comedy 
i about ait and friendship- Wynd- 
i ham’s Charing Gross Road. WC2 
(0171-369 1736/cc 0171-867 
1111)© Leic Sq. Tue-Sat 8pm. [4] 
3pm. 171(1] 5pm. £9. SO- £2 7. 50. 90 
mins. 

ft BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical based on Disney's 
cartoon version of the favourite fairy 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road. Wl (0171-656 1888)©Tbtt 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. £5JI7| 
2.30pm. £18.50-£35. 150 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS Wffly Rus- 
sell's long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama about twins who are 
separated at birth. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (01 7 1 -369 1 733) 
© LeJc Sq/Toct Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. (5J 3pm. (7| 4pm. £1 1.50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 

• BUDDY Musical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy HoDy fea- 
turing a range of popular hils. Strand 
AldwycJl. WC2 (0171 -930 8800) © 
Covent Garden/Charing X. Tu e-Thu 
8pm. Fri 5.30pm £r 8.30pm. Sat 5pm 
Sr 8.30pm. mats flj 4pm. ET0-E27. 
half price Friday matinees. 160 
mins. 

ft CATS Lloyd Webber's musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot's poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (0171-405 
0072/cc 0171 -404 4079) © Covent 
Garden/Holbom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[3J|7J 3pm. £l?.50-£35. 165 mins. 

3 CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad- 
way musical about two murderous 
women and then nightclub act. Add- 
phi Maiden Lane. WC2 (0171-344 
0055) © Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
[4J(7J 3pm. E16-E36 (inc booking 
fee). 1 30 mins. 

• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast-forward through 37 
pirn's. Criterion Piccadilly Circus. Wl 
(0171-369 1747)©Pkx Ore. Wed- 
Sat 8pm. [51 3pm. (7) 5pm. [1 ] 4pm. 
£6-£2S. Thu mats - all seats £10. 

1 20 m/ns. 

ft DR DO LITTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street. W6 
(0 1 7 1 -4 1 6 6022) © Hammersmith . 
Tue-Sac 7 30pm. J4J|71 2 30pm. 
£10-E32.50. 150 mins. 

» THE GLORY OF LIVING Drama 
set amongst the trailer parks of 
southern America from new play- 
wright Rebecca Gilman. Royal Court 
Upstairs (at The Ambassadors) 
West Street. WC2 (0171-565 5000) 

© Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 6 
Feb. £10. cones £5. 

ft GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film about life in an Amer- 
ican High ScbooL Cambridge Earl- 
ham Street. WC2 (01 71 -494 5080) 
©Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4J{7| 3pm. £10-£30. 150 mins. 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Ca2enove and Susannah York 
in Pfeter Hall’s acclaimed production 
of Wilde's comedy. Lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. Wl (0171-494 5045) 

© Picc Ore Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [4J 
3pm. [71 4pm. £8.50-£29.50. 165 1 

mins. 

• AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen : 
Dakhr’s widely-acclaimed produc- - 
turn of JB Priestley's thriUec Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (01 7 1 -494 
5085) © Lee Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 

Sat 8.15pm. [41 2.30pm. 17] Spm. 
£12-£29.50. 110 mins. 

O INTO THE WOODS Sondheim i 
and Lapine's acclaimed musical < 
based on the darker ade of fairy tales. 
Donmar Warehouse Eartham Street. 
WC2 (0171-369 1732) ©Covent ! 
Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4] [7 1 1 

2.30pm. £15-£2 7.50. \ 

• TftlE INVENTION OF LOWE Then | 
j Stoppard’s play about the life of po- > 

et A E Houseman, author of The 
Shropshire Lad. Theatre Royal. 
Haymarket Haymarket, SWT (0171- 
930 8800) © Picc Grc. Tue-Sat I 
7.30pm, [4JJ7J 2.30pm. booking to * 
Apr 24. E10-E32.50. j 

•JESUS, MY BOY Tbm Conti stare ( 
in John Dowie's alternative Christ- 1 
mas show. Apollo Shaftesbury Av- 1 
enue. Wl (0171 -494 5070) © Picc 
Grc. Tue- Fri 8pm, Sat 5pm 6 8pm. 

[1] 3pm 6 5pm. ends 6 Feb. £5.50- 1 

£18.50. « 

• KAFKA'S DICK Eric Sykes and £ 

Julia Mackenzie star in Alan Ben- t 
nett's comedy about the moribund t 
writer Pkxadflfy Denman Street Wl 
(0171-369 1 734) © Rcc Grc In rep 
tonight 8pm, ends Feb 26, £1 2-£30. ? 


ft LES M1SERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo's mas- 
terpiece. Rdace Shaftesbury Venue. 
Wl (0171-434 0909) © Picc Qrc. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [51(7] 2.30pm. 

- £7-£35. 195 mins. 

[ ft MISS SAIGON Musical which re- 

: sets the MadamBvtterfy tragedy to 
r Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WQ (01 7 1 - 
494 5060) © Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. 14)[71 3pm. £5.75-£35. 

» 165 mins. 

[ ft THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s whodunnit. St Martin’s 
. Vfest Street. WC2 (0171-836 1443) 
© Leic Sq. Mon-Sac 8pm. [3] 
2.45pm, [7[ 5pm. £10-£24^0. 135 
mins. 

1 ft OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stars in the Natiouaft acclaimed pro- 
duction of Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein’s cowboy versus farmhand 
’ m il-deni- Lyceum Wellington Street. 
WQ (0870-806 3446/CC 606 6446) 
© Charing X/EmbankmenL Mon-Sac 
7.30pm, |4]|7] 2.30pm, ends 26 
June, £10-£35. 

O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Gothic musical- Her Majesty's Hay- 
market. SW1 (0171-494 5400/cc 
01 71-344 4444) © Picc Grc. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. 141[7J 3pm, £10-£35. 
150 mins. 

ft RENT Musical inspired hy La Bo- 
heme and set in modern day New 
Ybrfc Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WC2 (07000-21 1 22 1 ) © HoJ- 
bom/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
[4|(7] 3pm. E12.50-E32.50. 160 
mins. 

ft RICHARD O Robert Lindsay stars 
as the historical viHam. Savoy Strand. 
WC2 (0171-836 8888/cc 01 71- 
836 0479) © Charing X/Embank- 
meru. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [7( 2.30pm. 
£10-£27.50. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

• OUVD3R: Fecer Pan Stephen Oliv- 
er's music accompanies the tale of 
the Boy Who Would Not Grow Up. 
with Michael Bryant as the Story- 
teller In rep tonight 7.15pm. ends 
20 Feb. 

• NT2000: The Circle Stephanie 
Cole reads from Somerset Maugh- 
am's comedy of sexual manners. 
Tonight 6pm. 

ft IYTTELTON: The Forest Alan Ay- 
ckbourn's new version of Ostrovsky's 
black social satire stars Frances de 
la Ibur. In rep tonight 7.30pm. 

ft COTTESLOE: Guiding Star 
Jonathan Harvey’s new play gives a 
tender account of the life of Hills- 
borough disaster survivor. In rep 
tonight 7.30pm. ends 5 Apr. 150 
mins. Olivier & Lyttelton: £8-£27. 
Cottesloe: E12-E18. NT2000: £4. 
cones £3. Day seats from 10am. 
South Bank. SE1 (0171-452 3000). 
BR/© Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 

• THE BARBICAN: Measure For 
Measure Stephen Boxer stars in 
Shakespeare’s examination afjustice 
In rep tonight 7.15pm. 

• THE PIT: Bad Weather Robert 
Holman's examination of the break- 
down in family relationships. In rep 
tonight 7.1 5pm. Barbican Theatre: 
£S-£27. The Pit: £1 1-E18 50. Bar- 
brean Centre. EC2 (01 7 1 -638 8391 ). 
BR © Barbican-IVIoorgate. 

3 SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium Ar- 
gyll Street. Wl (01 7 1 -49* 5020) © 
Oxford Grc. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. |41[7] 
2.30pm. £IO-£32 50. 135 rams. 

• THE SNOWMAN Award-winning 
production of Raymond Briggs's con- 
temporary classic. Sadler's Wells Ac 
The Peacock Portugal Street. WC2 
10171-863 8222) © Holborn/Tem- 
ple. Tonight 7 30pm. ends 30 Jan. 
E7.50-E32.50. 

• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s bi-tech roUer-musi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SWl (0171-416 6070) BR/© Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [3||7| 3pm. 
E12.50-E30. 150 mins. 

• THE STREET OF CROCODILE5 

"runo Scultz's short stories provide 
he inspiration for Theatre de C-om- 
plidte's acclaimed and ahsunfist 
drama Queen's Shaftesbury Avenue. 

Wl (0171-494 5040/cc 0171-344 
4444) © Pkrc Grc. Tue-Sat 8pm. [7| 
3pm. {1 j 5pm. ends 20 Feb. £6-£25. 

ft THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Be- 
linda Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn’s 
comedy. Duchess Catherine Street. 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/cc 0171- 
344 4444) © Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. [5|[7J 3pm. ends 30 
Jan. E15-E27.50. 140 mins. ! 

• VASSA Howard Davies directs a 
new stage version of Maxim Gariy’s 
tale of a matriarch and her down- ' 
trodden family. Albery St Martin's i 
Lane. WC2 (0 1 7 1 -369 1 730) © Le- 
ic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. I5]pi 3pm. , 
ends 27 Mar. £5-£29.50. 

ft THE WEIR Conor McPherson's : 
drama is set in Ireland and examines [ 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Of 1 
York's) St Martin's Lane, WC2 * 
(0171-565 5000) © Leic Sq/Char- * 
mg X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 14)171 " 

3.30pm, £5-£25. 90 mins. t 


First Call. Last 


. First Call . •• : 

THE TRICYCLE THEATRE has ^addfid.a.reoonstaKSibn - 
. - of the Stephen Lawrence inquiry to its dramatisations 7 
. of the Scott Anns to iEaq mqniry and the ,^gne;l?»;. 
War Crimes- tribunaL Ctmsidering the tf^wal iiaturte 
of the subject, it’s no surprise that The Cblegr.of ■■ 
Justice is transferring to [ 

media scrutiny hasn’t numbed the impaet bf its>: - 
locking enmhafion of evidence that p^nts to«fard&; : 
V corruption and the MetnjpoHtanpofi^fer^, .. 

Tfictoria Patace Theatre, Wctorw areet LdndtoSWf ' ■ 
> (Q171-&4 1317) opens Z.Mar i 

LastCaU ' 

; IF A PERSON’S, fame was solely dqjendent upon .their -■ 
joote, Rdb Newman (right) wouW fere better than ins ; 
ex-comic partnez; David BadcBeL when s{£t; l 
onlyad^afiCTplaymgtoapadEed'Wisnbi^.StaiBnin, 
BadtSd went from strength to strength and the 
: .broodmgfr good-looking Newman dropped out of the 
tv limeligh t Howevez; the comedfezbtiBTted^iovdui 
' proved Iris mettle with a snocessfiil stint at last year’s 
Edinburgh Festival, where according to the erkies ' be 
displayed immense inteffigence. =; 

Barracuda, High Street, Hruxtn (01522 525S2S) TM 





HAMPSTEAD THEATRE Perfect 
Days Poignant comedy about one 
woman's desire for motherhood. 
Man-Sat 8pm. mat Sat 3.30pm. ends 
30 Jan. £9-£16, cones £6. Avenue 
Road. NW3 (0171-722 9301) © 
Swiss Cottage. 

TRICYCLE THEATRE The Colour of 
Justice Dramatisation of the head- 
line-grabbing Stephen Lawrence 
case. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. Sat 4pm & 
Spm. ends 6 Feb. E8-E13.50. KJ1- 
bum High Road. NW6 (0171-328 
1000) © Kllbum. 

YOUNG VK STUDIO Play-boy 
Desperate Optimists’ latest offer- 
ing looking at the attraction of vio- 
lence. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. ends 6 Feb- 
£8, cones £6. The Cut. SE1 (0171- 
928 6363) ©/BR: Waterloo. 


Theatre 

Countrywide 


BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Betrayal Pinter's 
defining work stars Imogen Stubbs 
and Douglas Hodge. 29 & 30 Jan. 
8pm. ES-E22.50, cones available. 
Sawclose (01225-448844) 

BRIGHTON 

KOMED1A And the Ship Sailed On 
SaDy Owen and Nola Rae join farces 
in this eccentric visual piece. 29 & 
30 Jan. 3pm. £7.50. cones £6. Gard- 
ner Street (01273-647100) 


Exhibitions classical 


EVENTS 


CHELTENHAM Tue-5af . 

EVERYMAN THEATRE Abigail's > Feb. 

Party Steven Finder 'Brooksirie’s i 34*667; 

Max Famham. 1 stars in Mike Leigh’s 

comedy. 29 Jan. 7 45pm. 30 Jan. [ LONDON 


ABERYSTWYTH 
ABERYSTWYTH ARTS CENTRE 
Here to Stay: Arts Council Collec- 
tion Purchases of the 1990s Con- 
tempwaiy artggpiredbyd nnva lkatfr 
arid everyday objects. Mon-Sat 9am- 
5pm. ends 30 Jan. free. Fenglats 
(01970-623232) 

BRISTOL 

ARNOLFINJ Secret Victorians A vi- 
sion of the 19th-cent ury pre se nted by 
20th-century artists. Mon-Sat 10am- 
7 pm. Sun 1 2noon-6pm. axis 31 Jan. 
free. Narrow Quay (01 17-9299191) 

BRUTON 

BRUTON GALLERY Forming die 
Figure Including works hy Rodin and 
Benry Moore. Mon-Fri tOam-lpmfr 
2pm-5pm. ends 20 Mac free. Stock- 
well House. Bruton High Street 
(01 749-812205) 

CAMBRIDGE 

FTTZWILLIAM MUSEUM The Soci- 
ety of Three: Whistiec Fantin-La- 
cour and Alphonse Legros Ebthfaitian 
Of drawing Still prints the 

common srilistic ground of the three 
artists. Tue-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 
2.1 5pm-5pm. ends 14 Feb. free. 
Tru mpin gtcn Street |01 223-332900) 

CARDIFF 

FFOTOGALLERY Josef Kbudelka 
Photographic images in a major ex- 
hibition spread across four galleries 
Tue-Sar IOam-5. 30pm, ends 14 
Feb. free. Charles Street (01222- 
34*667; 


BATH 

PUMP ROOM Allegri String Quar- 
tet A Haydn quartet with Borodin’s 
QuinteL Tonight 7.30pm. £8. cones 
£6.40. Stall Street (01 225-444477) 

CARDIFF 

ST DAVID'S HALL BBC National Or- 
chestra or Wales/WIgglesworch 
Dvorak’s Cello Concerto with 
Janacefc*3 Gfagoflthic Mass. Tonight 
730pm. £1030. The Hayes (01222- 
878444) 

LONDON 

ST JOHN’S. SMITH SQUARE 
Alexander Ardatov Piano recital in- 
duding Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an 
Exhibition. Tonight 7.30pm. £8- 
£15. Smith Square. SWl (0171-222 
1061)© Westminster. 

PURCELL ROOM Malu Un/Giles 
Swayne Music for violin and piana 
Tonight 7.30pm. £10. cones £6. 
South Bank. SE1 (0171-960 4242) 
BR/© Waterloo. 


OPERA 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM La Traviata 
Verdi's great Realist tragedy in Eng- 
lish National Opera's acclaimed stag- 
ine. Tonight 7.30pm. £5-£55. 5L 
Martin's Lane. WC2 (0171-632 
8300) © Leicester Square. 


folkstone 

FOLKESTONE FRENCH MA RKET 
Traditional Frendi food and atmos- 
phere can be found at the jnarte i. 
Folks tone Tbwn Centre Precinct 
(01 303-850522) Today Sam -5pm. 
phone for details. 

LONDON 

THE ROAD RACING AND SUPER- 
BIKE SHOW Major motor cycle ex- 
hibition, including a stadium trial 
demonstration and attempts at the 
world record for ascent of a ve rtical 
walL Alexandra Palace Wood Greet 
N22 (01440-707055) BR: Alexan- 
dra Palace. Thu & Fri 1 Qanv6pm, Sat 
& Sun 9am-6pfn. ends 31 Jan, £8. 
cones £3. 

ARTS MANAGEMENT COURSE 
Ftve week course covering market- 
ing, venue organisation, fu ndrai s i n g 
and front of house management 
Hoxton Hall Haxton Srreet N1 
(0171-739 5431)© Old Street. Fri 
1 pm -4 pm. ends 26 Feb (enrolment 
today 12.30pm). free. 


MUSIC 

Pop 


2.30pm Si 8pm. £5 50-£1 5 Regent 
Street (01242-572573) 

EXETER 

NORTHCOTT THEATRE Persuasion 
Adaptation of Jane Austen's last 


DESIGN MUSEUM Conran Foun- 
dation Collection 1 998 Items se- 
lected by the Director of the 
Motivation charity. Ends 31 lan. 
Modem Britain 1 927-1 939 A stiidy 
oc the unportac: oeried affer the 


novel Mcn-Fri 7.30pm. Sa: Som. ! Great War including the work of 
ends 6 Feb. £7-£1 5. cor.cs available. ; Francs Baccc. Pa^i Nash and Bar- 


Stccker Road (01 392-493493) 


bara Hepanrih. .Vor.-Sun 1 30am- 
6pm. ends 1c iul. £5.25. cones £4 
LEICESTER I {w museum i. Shad Thames. SE1 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Singin' in | 60551 * Tower 

the Rain High watermark of Amer- ' H3RDLR: Tower Gateway. 

ZTfr NATIONAL GALLERY Luca Sig- 

nacs Wed & Sat ^.30pm. ends o r-eto. Bn _ mi . (M H. ltrH , u - iwl ,np4. 


£7-£l9.50. Belgrave G are (0116- 
253 9797) 

PLYMOUTH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack and the 
Beanstalk Gladiator Scorpio and Su 
Pollard climb the giant beansfaik. 29 
6 30 Jan. 2.30pm & 7.30pm. £6- 
£1 5 . 50. Royal Parade South (0 1 752- 
267222) 

POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE The Holly 
and the Ivy Thought-provoking 
study of life in a vicarage. 29 & 30 
Jan. 7.45pm. £1 1.50, cones £7.50. 
KJngfand Road (07202-685 222) 

READING 

THE NULL AT SONNING Two Dozen 
Red Roses Comic love story set in 
romantic Roma Tue-Sat 8.15pm. 
mats Sat 2.15pm, ends 20 Feb. 
£21.95-£32.95 fact meal. Sonning 
Eye (0118-969 8000) 

SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE Blithe 
Spirit Noel Coward's comedy about 
a man haunted by the spirit of his 
dead wife is revived far his centenary. 
Mon-Wed 7.30pm. Thur- Sac 8pm. 
ends 13 Feb. E9-E15. Mai chouse 
Lane (01722-320333) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Lion, The Witch and the 
Wardrobe Adrian Noble directs 
Adrian Mftcbefl's adaptation of the CS 
Lewis Narnia classic. Tonight 
7.15pm. end 27 Feb. £S-£30. Wa- 
terside (01789-295623) 


norelli In British Collections Draw- 
ings and paintings by the artist who 
influenced Raphael and Michelan- 
gelo. ends 3 1 Jan. free. 

In the Light of Fra Angelico: 
Zanobi S trozzi Study exhibition ex- 
ploring the paintingsof the 15th-cen- 
tury artist. Ends 7 Mar. free. 
Portraits by Ingres Major exhibition 
of paintings and drawings by the 19th- 
century French artist. Opens 27 Jan. 
Mon & Tue. Thur-Sun 10am-6pm. 
Wed 10am- 10pm. ends 25 Apr. £6. 
cones £4. Wed 7pm- 10pm E4. 
Trafalgar Square. WC2 (0171-747 
28851 © Charing Cross. Leicester 
Square. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Mon- 
et the the 20th-Century Paintings 
made in the later years of the great 
Impressionist's life. Mon-Thur. Sun 
9am-6pm. Fri & Sat 9am- 1 Opm. 
ends 1 8 Apr. £9. cones £6. child (12- 
1 8) £3. child (8-11 ) £1 .50. Burling- 
ton House. Piccadilly. Wl (0171-413 
1 7 1 7) © Green E^rk. 

TATE GALLERY Ait Now 1 6; Some- 
thing is Missing - Jean-Marc Bus- 
tamante Installation exploring 
international cities in photographs. 
Ends 31 Jan. 

Turner in the Alps Works on paper 
made on Turner’s first Alpine trip in 
1802. Ends 14 Feb. 

In Celebration: The Art of the 
Country House Paintings and sculp- 
ture, including work by Canaletto. 
Stubbs and Holbein. Mon-Sun 1 0am- 
5.50pm. ends 28 Feb. free. NRIbank. 
SWl (0171-887 8000) © Pimlico. 

OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Nine- 


DANCE 


BRIGHTON 

KOMEDIA And The Ship Sailed On 
Sally Owen and Nda Rae join forces 
in this eccentric visual piece. Tonight 
Spm. £7.50. cones £6. Gardner 
Srreet (01273-277772) 

CHICHESTER 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Stomp Eight performers create a 
witty rhythmic symphony. Tonight 
7.30pm. E10-E22.50. cones avail- 
able. reductions available for Group 
bookings. Oaklands F^rk (01243- 
781312) 

LONDON 

SADLER'S WELLS Pina Bausch 
Presents: Viktor Pma Bausch and 
her troupe perform an epic piece to 
a range of classical composers. 
Tonight 7. 1 5pm. £1 0-E42.50. Rose- 
bery Avenue. EC1 (0171-863 8000) 
©Angel. 


Literature 


AYLESBURY 

JOHN COOPER CLARK Anarchic 
fast-paced performance poet Lime- 
llght Theatre Queens Park Road 
(01296-431272) Tonight 8pm. £10. 
cones £8. 

LONDON 

BLACKBERRY DISCUSSION 
GROUP Diran Adebmols novel Some 
Kind cf Block is the focus of the dis- 
cussion. Borders Oxford Street Wl 
(0171-287 1 592)© Oxford Grcus. 
Tonight 7pm. free. 


Comedy 


ft WEST SIDE STORY Brand new SWAN THEATRE Troilus and Cres- teenth-Century French Drawings 
production of Bernstein’s classic ^da Shakespeare's depiction of the Recent acquisitions alongside fa- 


musical attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince of Whies Coventry Street. Wl 
(0171-839 5972) © Leic Sq/P»cc 
□re. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [51171 3pm. 
£18.50-£35. 160 mins. 

O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Uqyd Webber's new musical based 
on the film of the same name. Ald- 
wych Aldwych, WC2 [0171-416 
6000/cc 0171-836 2428} © Hol- 
bom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5][7] 3pm. 
£10-£32.50. 120 mins. 


O LITTLE MALCOLM AND »S 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGregor stars as the 
revolutionary activist in David Hal- 
Ii well’s drama. Comedy Panton 
Street. SWl (0171-369 1731) © 
PICC Grc/Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
[5][7| 3pm. ends 13 Mar. £7- 
£27.50. 

ft LORD OF THE FLIES Stage ver- 
sion of wuiiam Golding's nhuaain tale 
about the tragedy which fakes place 
among schoolboys tiring on a de- 
serted island. Lyric Hammersmith 
King Street. W60(0181-741 231 T) 
©Hammersmith. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
ends 6 Feb. E5-E16. 

• THE MEMORY OF WATER Al- 
ison Steadman and Julia Sawalha 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home for 
their mother’s funeral. Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR/© Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm, 
[5|[7J 3pm. EI0-E27.50. 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Su- 
san HarscbillinggbOBt stray, fortune 
Russell Street. WC2 (0171-836 
2238) © Covent Garden/Holbom. 
Mon-Sat 8pm, (31 3pm. [7] 4pm. 
£8.50- £23.50. 110 mins. 


human spirit undermined by bloody 

warfare. Tonight 7.30pm. ends 20 
Feb. £5-£30. Waterside (01789- 
295623) 

SWANSEA 

GRAND THEATRE Cmderella Melin- 
da Messenger and Steven Houghton I 
Sfar. 29-31 Jan. 2.15pm. 29 & 30 
Jan. 7.15pm. 31 Jan. 6pm. £6.50- 
£12.75, cones available. Singleton 
Street (01792-475715) 

WATFORD 

PALACE THEATRE Darkness Falls 
Double bill of sinister drama from 
Jonathan Holloway. Mon-Thur 
7.45pm, Fri & Sat Spm. ends 20 Feb. 
£4-£i 5.75. Clarendon Road (01923- 
225671) 


LONDON 

BANANA CABARET AT THE BED- 
FORD Fist qfFYm star Stewart Lee, 
Junior Simpson, Iranian comic Omid 
Djalili, Woody Bop Muddy and his 
Record Graveyard. Tonight 9pm. 
Bedford Hill. SWl 2 (0181-673 
8904) © Balham. £7, cones £5. 

BACKYARD COMEDY CLUB Visu- 
al gagster Steve Best, smgmg com. 
ic Helen Austin, MC Lee Burst 
Tonight 8.30pm. Cambridge Heath 
Road. E2 (01 71 -739 31 22) © Beth- 
nal Green. £10. cones £7. 

CABARET NIGHT FOR NICARAGUA 
AT CONWAY HALL All-star line-up 

in aid of the Hurricane Mitch disas- 


’ LONDON 

' THE CARDIACS Incomparable 
; British indie eccentrics with the 
Blur seal of approval Barfly at the 
Falcon Royal College Street NW1 
(0171-482 4808) ©Camden Town. 
Tonight 730pm. £8. 

BELLATRtX, TINY TOO, JETSONS 
A rare trip here for the Icelandic pop 
charmers who supported Blur at 
home, with Scandinavian punk-girl 
1 brio effortlessly Wending Bjork, Vk>- 
* teat FbmmesaodCan in support The 
1 Borderline Manette Street Wl 
r (0171-734 2095) © Tottenham 
Court Road. Tonight 8pm. £5-£6. 

THE DEVLINS Deficate introspective 
rock, like a dark Crowded House, 
i from the Irish stars. Borders Oxford 
: Street Wl (0171-287 1 592) © Ox- 
ford Orcus. Tonight 6pm. free. 

ZAIKO LANGA LANGA Veteran 
Congolese band plqying an ener- 
^tiefusioa of traditional African and 
pop sounds. Brixton Academy 
StockweJI Road SW9 (0171-771 
2000) ©/BR: Brixton. Tonight 10pm. 

SNOWPONY, APPLIANCE. THE 
HALF MONTY Debbie Goodge of M[y 
Bloody Valentine in a hypnotic att- 
rock supetgroup with Katherine Gif- 
ford and Kevin Bass. The Garage 
Highbury Corner N5 (0171-607 
1818/cc 0171-344 0044) ©/BR: 

^ioprrpE^ ,s,in S ton - Tonight 

CROOKED USAGE Five piece band 
performing soulful R&B covers and 
original materiaL King's Head. 
Crouch End Crouch End Hill N8 
(0181-340 1028) © Finsbury 
Park/BR: Crouch HIM. Tonight 
9.30pm. £5. 

THE POPES Shane MacGowan’s top- 
speed folk-punkers play whether 
hes there or not Upstairs at The 
Swan Ciapham Road SW9 (0171- 
I 78 9 I 78) t Stockwell. Tonight 

8pm. phone for prices. 

NEWBURY 

ALAN PRICE Organ bashing blues 
veteran of A n i m als infant Com Ex- 

SmSIm T>! a [l!Sf t -, P,ace (° j 635- 
rnic li , ° nlght 7 A5 P m - £1 3.50. 

PORTSMOUTH i 

Edcctic dance proiett * 

SIMSS fo o ^““SVtheir 

Uve shows. Pyramids Centre 
Oarence Parade (01705-7999771 
Tonight 8pm. phone for prices. 


miliar ntfor drawings. Ends 28 ZmiiXZZZjSZ ^ Prices. 

ic Helen Austin, MC LeeHursL 

The Painte rly Brush Ofl sketches Tonight 8.30pm. Cambridge Heath x g T 

datmg from the 16tb to the eaify 20th- Road, E2 (0171-739 3 122)© Beth- JVjI 

century. Ends 21 Mar. nal Green, £10. cones £7. » 

Chinese Silks Brightly coloured JAZZ, WORLD Foi lt 

lathaDd 19th-century hangings. Tue- CABARET NIGHT FOR NICARAGUA ' rlJLK 

Sat I0am-4pm. Sun 2pm-4pm, at CONWAY HALL AD-star line-up 

ends 28 Feb. free. Beaumont Street ni aid of the Hurricane Mitch disas- LONDON 

(01865-278000) far ™th political prankster Mark SAMARA Brazilian 

Thomas, the magical Flay Presto. raurtesyofStew^J ai ^ J groovBS 
MUSEUM OF MODERN ART Some- Donna McPhafl, Veronica McKen^ Club Lob ^“> 606 

where Else: Willie Doherty New NeoerMmd the Buzzcocks star Phm 5953) © Fuiha^o 8 10* 71-352 
video installation. James Casebere Jupitus. bespectacled poet John Courr. ToniPhf 
New works hy the American pho- Fehx Dexter. Tonight 8pm 8 C 1 ° p ’ £5 -^ 5 - 

tographer Tue-Sun 1 lam-6pm [Thur Lion Square. WC1 (01 71-272 TERRY CALLIer 
to 9pm). ends 4 Apr. £2.50 (free 961 9) © Hofoom. £9. cones £6 adv rescued from 
Wed mom & Thur eve!, cones £10, cones £7 door , groovers. JaT»r~*rJJT py the rare 


video installation. James Casebere 
New works fay the American pho- 
tographer Tue-Sun 1 lam- 6pm [Thur 
Co 9pm). ends 4 Apr. £2.50 (free 
Wed mom & Thur eve), cones 
£1 .50. child free. Pembroke Street 
(01865-722733) 


rScSd vocalist 


WESTCUFF-ON-SEA 
PALACE THEATRE CENTRE Mur- 
der is Easy Stage adaptation of 

I 


Clubs 


(0171-916 606^5 

Tonight a J""- 


WESTCUFF-ON-SEA PLYMOUTH V/UUUJ |=h„HVP U)WSK1 QUARTET PnL 

rru TT , . ~ „ PALACE THEATRE CENTRE Mur- PLYMOUTH ARTS CENTRE Palaver r^j^insfream L™* 

1 rlEATRE der is Easy stage adaptation of Ptoftin^ and poems by artist An- London Jazz Club Dean St/a-rw? 

— — — — Agatha Christie’s country house nette Lhevallier and poet Ruiline FRSKVS PROGESSIOn SESsiniue pJ 71 ^ 39 87 22) © Tormnh W1 

BEYOND THE WEST End m^r myst^ Nkm-^c 8pm. Plummer, seated in reponse to ATTHE Court Roa d . Tonight 9pn^^ ( ^ 

ends 30 Jan. E5.50-EI4.50. cones events in Sierra Leone. Mon-Sat hiring LTJBukem and more To^oh" ' 5 ° l ^■tib(Sun 

ALMEIDA THEATRE Certain tome available. London Road [01702- T tem-8pm. Sun 6pm-8pm. ends 20 T0.3Opm-6am, Oaunt Street sfi THREE'S a 

Men Peter GOl's comedy of 342564) Fetlree. Looe Street (01752- (0171-378 6528) e/BR: Elep(i nt witnPatri^'SS^Cabaret revue 

temporary manners looks at the 6600b0) 4 Castle. £10. mems £6. s her^mMo^^|5' Ste ve Ross and 

STIVES RAVENATION AT BAGLEVS STU- SjSSSlSw (OtTlSS 

TATE GALLERY English Roots: Er- “J 9 1 if, Cwn*r. TbiS 

Ic Cameron Thousands of layers <rf Starring Slipmatt, P 1,1 5 Pm. £20. £1 B ^ 

paint surrounding organic oS^fa- t, Hype ' BLACK VOICES 

Displays 1998-9: Partnerships ^ Nl “PP^Ua outfif^ Gobetrottin g a 

and Practice Paintings and ceram- ^ Kings “^1 SouibS k Bi «S«h 

ics from the second half of the Cross - E15 ' fl03dv - 960 4242) SE 1 (0T 7U 

emtatj- MAIDSTONE T ^ 45 pm. 2 Tonight 

Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan CLUB CLASS AT ATOMIC R™ U5 - 

Marble sculpture linking St Ives George and Pete Tong SpaHd^^f w AUON Tf mLLl 

with Montserrat in the West Indies. Club Class's second huthdav^i 1 k^tao nianirf Bh "? e ° da *yT1aan 
Mon-Sat l lam-7 pm. Sun Ham- hrations. Tonight 9pm-verC yZlT f^eet Wl 

5pm. ends 11 Apr. £3.50. cones £2. £2 1 . cones £20, Medway Tradln?^ fester Squa re t ^? 0T47) ^ 

Porthmeor Beach (01 736-796226) tate. Hart Street (Ol 622-687Mtu S 1 mems £4 ' ^-30pm. 

8) E8 (Fri:5 ll j Mon - Thu )i £20. 


ALMEIDA THEATRE Certain ttxmg 
Men Peter GUI’s comedy of con- 
temporary manners looks at the 
sexuality and the modan man. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. macs Sat 3pm. ends 20 
Feb. £9.50-£19.5Q. cones avail- 
able. Almeida Street. N1 (0171-359 
■4404) © Angel/Highbury & Isling- 
ton. 

ARTS THEATRE Krapp’s Last 
Thpe Edward Pfetherfaridge perfarms 
Samuel Beckett's melancholic piece. 

Mon-Sat 8pm. mats Fri & Sat 
5.30pm, ends 6 Feb. E1T-E15. 
Great Newport Street. WC2 (0171- 
836 3334/cc 741 9999) © Leices- 
ter Square. 


ends 30 Jan. E5.50-EI4.50. cones 
available. London Road [01702- 
342564) 


WINDSOR 

THEATRE ROYAL Motive Kate 
O’Mara and Clive Mantle star in this 
murder mystery. Mon -Sat 8pm. 
mats Thur 2.30pm, Sat 4.45pm, 
ends 6 Feb. E&-E25. cones available. 
Thames Street (01753-853888) 

YEOVIL 

OCTAGON THEATRE CantervMe 
Ghost Musical version of Oscar 
WDde'ssatiricalgboststnry. 29S 30 ] 
Jan, 7.30pm. €8.50-£1Q.5Q. cones I 
E6.50-E8.50. Hendford (01935- 
422884) j 


(0171-378 6528) ©/BR: Elephant 
& Castle. £10. mems £6. 


5TIVES 

TATE GALLERY English Roots: Er- 
ic Cameron Thousands of layers of 
paint surrounding organic oqjecte. 
Displays 1998-9: Partnerships 
and Practice Paintings and ceram- 
ics from the second h?if of the 
century. 

Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture li nking St Ives 
with Montserrat in the West Indies. 


RAVENATION AT BAGIEVS STU- 

WO Fbur arenas of hardcore, jungle 

and old school starring Slipmitt 
Nicky Blackmarket and Hyne 
Tonight ! 0pm-6am. York Way mi 
( 0171-278 2777) ©/BR- 
Cross. £15. £10 adv. ” 


MAIDSTONE 
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radio 1 

^ A jf^saaMHzFM) 

& ^^Baiaoo Simon Maya 

?77 Kevn Greening. 2 JJ 0 Mark 

2“* =«'«■ 4.00 ChSltoSi s5s 
■: -'• •"•.•- 6-00 Pete T^gi [£sS. 

.. -..s^ : SmSS* *°° Judge Jutes. 

.... v 1^ ^-vv. I™ Westwood - Radio 7 Rap 

: : ‘ i! 4 no 3011 Grooverider. 

jp 4mQ - TOO Emma B. 

• ;< : c P RADIO 2 

" ‘ •• ■: >:.; * wh* (b^^mhz fm ; 

* r ake? Sar^ Kennedy. Z30 Wfeke 

}i£i V ¥ 9an 9 ‘ 30 ^ Bruce, 
r. - .rxLs Youns 2:00 Stew- 

‘ ■■■' iht 225?S Story. 7*0 Friday Night 

- JlL ! „ ^ Musk: Night 945 FrankensteirT 

r-.- . • • •* B- 30 tester* to the Band 10.00 

•:■-■ ‘ ‘ n , ■ ■ njoo Believe It or 

. jrTT N ^ot 12 JH) Lynn Parsons. 4.00 - 
... “ Lata Sharma. 

' lih athe RADIO 3 

-u «rs’ 002-924MHz FM ) 

: !f 'fiend 6*0 On Air. 

‘•••’ »u , i>erib SL 9-00 Masterworks 

10*0 Artist of the Wteek. 

Sound Stories. 

12*0 Composer of the Week: 

• *• ^<%a Tavener. 

“ • I hav- a ^ Racfo 3 Lunchtime Con- 
M ~tc&| ?® r J; Dav,d HHI ' organist of Winches- 

r tar. :w.r . CaU l e dral. joins forces with 
: ", j" pianist Stephen Coombs for a duo 

•- : recital with a French flavour, given 

:r=pV->V test Friday m the Duke's HaB at the 

• .j-i,. 1 " Royal Academy of Music. London 

B®* 1 Ptece d'orgue. BWV572. 

. . . Franck: Prelude. Fugue and Varia- 

■ -'-Uiiird-^ t 7>y. is. Vierne: Nocturne, Op 35 
> . +1 ! ' rne: Noctur ne (Surte. Op 40). 

~ •- '‘■A'pre: Battade 

• ’irulerit 2*00 The BBC Orchestras. 

■ .• • :ostr, 4*0 Music Restored 

- v :_- i0 c t 4 *4S Music Machine 

---: v. -.-, 5*0 In Tune. 

" '• V. r-7h 6 . t 7 * 3<J Performance on a Live from St 

• * Davids Hall, Cardft Conductor Mark 

•• Wigglesworto. Mario Brunetb (cello) 

Christine Brewer (soprano). Susan 

. " ’ W!w Bickfey (mezzo), Ian Caley (tenor). 

r ' r ' e Neal Davies (bass), Adrian Parfrtg- 

- ton (organ). BBC National Chorus of 

. ' -it'.- Wales, City of Birmingham Sympho- 

ny Chorus. Dvorak: CeBo Concerto 
• „• in B minor. 

8J0 A Sound Read Ivan Hewett is 
j'^ined by Rabbi JuRa Neiberger and 
- - - ^ .'rib'e and broadcaster \felentine Cun- 
. • v^.- ' H^flham to review recently released 
’ L-ooks on musia This month, a new 
biography of the legendary French 


Friday Radio 


SATELLITE TV RADIO/17 


PICK OF THE Day 


“IF MUSAK be the food of 
consumerism, pipe on" appears 
to be the credo of those involved 
in the booming ambient music 
industry. Music on the Brain 
(Ham R4) examines our 
susceptibility to mood -enhancing 
melodies and the attempts 
made to exploit iL In this easy- 
on- the-ear programme, Peter 
Snow [right) hears from a protest 
group called Pipedown and 


from those who believe that 
background music can stimulate 
as well as sedate the brain. 

There's nothing muted about 
Janacek's Glagolitic Mass. 
performed tonight by the BBC 
National Orchestra of Wales in 
Performance on 3 <8J0pm R3). 
The piece is written in Old Church 
Slavonic and praises the wonders 
of Slavic culture. 

Dominic Cavendish 



charrteuse Edith Piat a book on 
banned music, and 'Modem Times 
Modern Races'. Peter Conrarfe cul- 
tural history of the 20th century. 
6*0 Concert part 2. Janacek: 
Glagolitic Mass. See Pick of (he Day. 
9*5 Postscript Five programmes 
in which toe work of a writer from toe 
past who argued with passion for 
change is introcticed by a contem- 
porary outspoken voice 5: George 
Monbiot introduces excerpts from 
the writings of 17th-century activist 
Gerard Winstanley. Reader Stephen 
Thome 

9*0 BBC Symphony Orchestra. A 
concert celebrating toe work of Ital- 
ian composer Luigi Nona born 75 
years ago today, hfe music reflects 
he Venetian roots, his strong Marxist 
convictions and his fascination with 
architecture and space. At Ns death 
in 199Q he left a remarkable legacy 
of works. Presented by Anthony Bur- 
ton. Conductor Tadaaki Otaka, 

Nicole Ttobels (soprano), Thomas 
Randle (tenor), Nicolas Hodges (pi- 
ano), Andre Richard (sound projec- 
tion). A Carlo Scarpa arch'rtetto, ai 
suoi infiniti posstofi; Como una da 
de fuerza y luz; Sofferte code 
serene; Canti di vita e tfamore - sul 
ponte di Hkoshima. 

11*0 Jazz Century. Russell Davies 
presents a 52-part history of jazz, 
from its earliest stirrings to the end 
of the miennun 4: 'A New Orleans 
Gumbo'. Just what it was that made 
jazz happen may always remain a 
mystery. What is size is that the city 
of New Orleans, with its rich and di- 
verse musical heritage; provided the 


perfect breeding ground for this new 
musical form 

12*0 Composer of toe Week: Pur- 

qqH 

1*0 - 6*0 Through toe Night 

RADIO 4 

(92.4-946MHZ FM ) 

6*0 Today 

9*0 NEWS; Desert Island Disca 
9.45 Serial: Victorian Internet (R) 
10*0 NEWS; Woman’s Hour, 
n *0 NEWS: Music on the Brain 
See Pick of the Day. 

11*0 The Oldest Member. 

12*0 NEWS; You and Yours. 

1257 Weather. 

1*0 The World at One 
1*0 Puzzle Panel 
2*0 NEWS: The Archers. 

215 Afternoon Play: Orchestra (R) 
3*0 NEWS; Logged On 
3*0 Desperately Seeking (R) 

3^45 This Sceptred isle 
4*0 NEWS; Open Book. 

4*0 The Message 
5*0 PM. 

557 Weather. 

6*0 Six Odock News. 

6*0 The Ghost of Number Ten 
7*0 NEWS; The Archers. 

735 Front Row. Frandne Stock with 
the arts programme 
745 Inner Voices Open Pores'. 
Written and performed by Rikkie 
Beadle Blair. With Helen Sheals 

8*0 NEWS: Any Questions?. 
Jonathan Dffnbteby is johed in Bish- 
opS Stortford, Hertfordshire, by pan- 
elists Harriet Harman MP; Nicola 
Horiick; Peter Lley, deputy leader of 
the Conservative Party; and Andrew 
PNffipe Rado 2 Is legal eagle 


&4S Letter from America Alistair 
Cooke with another slice of Ameri- 
cana 

9*0 hEWS; The Friday Play: 
Jupiter. By Stephen James George 
is wel aware that an old man is not 
a suitable companion for a young 
woman. But old men can stfl dream. 
With Peter Jeffrey, Barbara DryhiFst 
and Christopher Brand Director Gor- 
don House 

10*0 The World Tonight 
1045 Book at Bedtime: The Sound 
of Trumpets. By John Mortimer. Terry 
Fitton is unintentionaly caught up in 
the Hartscombe Hunt and is embar- 
rassed to fnd his photograph on toe 
front page of The Sentinel*. 

11*0 NEWS; Late Tackle Live from 
Mami. Eleanor Oidroyd and guests 
discover what makes American foot- 
bat’s Super Bowl such a large part 
of American fife, why advertisers pay 
muons of dollars for 30 seconds of 
television time, and what attracts 
Cher, Gloria Estefan and Stevie Won- 
der to perform during the interval 
12*0 News 

12*0 The Late Book: Round Ire- 
land with a Fridge. 

1248 Shipping Forecast 
1X10 As World Service 
5*0 World News. 

5*5 Shipping Forecast 
540 Inshore Forecast 
545 Prayer for the Day. 

547 Leisure Update 
556 - 6*0 Weather. 

RADIO 4 IN 

(198kHz) 

945 - 10*0 An Act of Worship 
12*0 < 12*4 News Headfines; 


Shipping Forecast 554 - 557 
Shipping Forecast 11*0 - 6*0 To- 
day in Parliament 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693 909kHz MW ) 

6*0 Breakfast 
9*0 Nicky Campbel 
12*0 The Midday News. 

1*0 Ruscoe and Ca 
4*0 Drive. 

7*0 News Extra 
7*0 Alan Greens Sportsnight Alan 
Green and his studio guests rfgwaisF 
toe weeks spading issues. Plus 
commentary from Stoke v Man City 
in Division Two and a preview of the 
weekend^ finals in the Australian 
Open tennis m Melbourne. 

10*0 Late Night Live Insight and 
comment on the day's big issues 
with Brian Hayes. Inducing Pa- 
pertalk. 1030 Sport rtOO News. tL15 
The Financial World Tonight 
1*0 UpAI Wght 
2*0 Australian Open Tennis. 

5*0 - 6*0 Morning Reports. 

CL AS SIC FM 

(1000-1019 MHz FM ) 

6*0 Mck Bafley. 8*0 Henry KeBy. 
12*0 Requests. 2*0 Concerto 
3X10 Jamie Crick. 6*0 Newsnight 
TOO Smooth Classics at Seven. 
9X10 Evening Concert ttOO Alan 
Mann. 2*0 Concerto. 3*0 - 6*0 

Mark Griffiths. 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215 H97-1260kHz MW 1Q58IVHZ FM) 
6*0 Breakfast Show with Danny 
Baker. 9*0 Russ Wi Earns. 1*0 
Nick Abbot 4*0 Harriet Scott 
7*0 Wheels of Steel tLOO Janey 
Lee Grace. 2*0 - 6*0 Steve Pow- 
er. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW) 

LOO The World Today. L30 Meridi- 
an (Books). 2*0 The Vtforid Today. 
2*0 People and Politics. 3*0 The 
World Today. 3*0 Sports Roindup 
3*0 Worid Busfoess Report 345 
Insight 4*0 The World Today. 4*0 
Weekend. 5*0 The World Today. 
5*0 - 6*0 My Century. 

TALK RADIO 
6*0 David Banks and Nick Ferrari. 
9*0 Scott Chisholm. LOO Anna 
Raeburn. 3-00 OK to Talk. 5*0 The 
SportZone. 8*0 Jackie Mason - 
Live from New York. 10*0 Dave 
Barrett's Phone-In with toe Nfidnfght 
Psychra 2*0 - 6*0 Mfoe Dickin. 


Satellite and Cable 




p.;jv fheck 


SKY PREMER 

6*0 The Bonowers (1973) (78441). 8*0 
Napoleon and Samantha IT972) (37078). 
10*0 Green Card (199 Of (63558) 12*0 
That Thng You Dot (7996) (27829). 200 
Napoleon and Samantha (7972) (B59287). 
3.40 Green Card (1990) (B162S2). 5*0 
Moby Dick (1997) 1383741). 8*0 That 
Thing You Do! H996) (7T120). WLOO The 
Gfimmer Man (1996) (795078). tL35 
Frankie and Johnny (1991) (650697) 135 
Whia My Pretty One Steeps (1997) 
(340274) 3J0 Glass Cage (1996) (645092) 
4.45 - 6*5 Borrowers (1973) (7161653) 
SKY MOVEMAX 

7.00 GoddBa vs Megalon (1976) (70455) 

8.00 Dsneyfe Return to Snowy River 
frW900) ttOO Married to a 

linger (1997) (13894) 1*0 Chasing the 
Dear (1994) (24788) 3*0 Disney* Retun 
to Snowy ffiver (1988) (45542) 5*0 Buy 
Me in hfagara (S92) (46349) 7*0 pre- 
view (5078) 7*0 UK Top Ten (B4T7) 8*0 
Femmes Fa t ales (4726) See Pfck of the 
Day. 8*0 Movie Magic ( 3233) 5*0 Two 
Much (1996) (17349) See Pfck of the Day. 
11*0 The ReAc (1996) (682185) 1250 
Bad Moon (1997) (5022818) 2d0 House of 
Frankenstein: Part 1 (1997) ( 2 8 229 96}. 
340 House of Frankenstein: Part 2 (1997) 
(573295) 5u20 - ZOO Bury Me in Nagara 
(t992) (23138176) 

SKY CINEMA 

4*0 FTying Tigers* (1942) (84 54504 ) 
6*0 Destination Moon fB50) (7832417) 
8*0 Hefl with Heroes (1968) (7837962) 
10*0 I Vtefc the Lire (1970) (9863542) 
H40 Notorious Landlady (79629 
(16815726) 145 Bad MecSdne (198S) 
(7794363) 3*8 HoKywood Hal of Fame 
(2739516Q) 355 Three Faces Wear 
0940) (20157996) 538 Ctosa. 

F1LMFOUR 

6*0 Short Attention Span Cinema 
(7717691) 8*0 The Net (1995) ( 7729436) 
The PSow Book (1995) (88221707) 
l&SSingtes (1992) (8928635) 150 Ma- 
mi R sapsody (1995) (7127382) 3*0 Mick- 
ey One' (1965) (8348189) S*5 - 6*0 
Cinema o! Unease (197^47) 
DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
4*0 Fishing Adventues (1384523) 4*0 
Waftverfe Wbrid (1390707) 5*0 FBghttne 
(1844788) 5*0 ttstoryfc Tuning Points 
(1487287) 6*0 Animal Doctor (7304900) 
6*0 River of Bears (2791610). 7*0 Be- 
yond 2000 (1391436) 8*0 Outback Ad- 
uenhjes (B66900) 8*0 Uncharted Africa 
(1652707) 9*0 Fastest Car on Earth 


PICK OF THE Day 


HUSBAND AND WIFE Melanie 
Griffith (right) and Antonio 
Banderas have each had a few 
sizzling moments of on-screen 
passion - as anyone who has 
seen her in Working Girl or him 
in The Mask ofZorro twill testify. 
However; their roles in Fernando 
Trueba’s screwball comedy. Two 
Much (9pm Sky Movfemax), 
are cooler and do not require 
them to generate so much 
electricity. In this satellite 
premiere, he plays an art dealer 


who fells for an heiress (Griffith). 
As she prepares for marriage, be 
then finds himself fancying her 
arty sister (Daryl Hannah), so he 
creates a twin brother to woo the 
sister -as you do. 

Geena Davis is someone else 
who has been known to smoulder 
on screen. This alluring actress, 
star of The Fly , The Long Kiss 
Goodnight and Thelma and 
Louise, is profiled in Ftemmes 
Fatales (8pm Sky Moviemax). 

James Hampton 



(9787078) 10*0 Barry &ay (aTBCttfffi) 
-tLOO WBapcns of W9r (22B02B1) 12*0 
Top Banana (3384653) 1*0 tflstoryfe 
Tuning Ports (4566672) 1*0 F&rtflne 
(905063) 2*0 CJosa 
SKY ONE 

7*0 Count Ducfcuia (56875) 7*0 Tha 
Srtpscns (688^1) 8*0 The Srtpaons 
(33829) 8*0 Hdywood Sqteres (52900) 
9*0 Safy Jessy Raphael (42287) IOuOO 
The Oprah Winfrey Show (64884) 11*0 
Guttyl (57558) 12*0 Jenny Jones 
(77707) 1*0 Mad about Ybu (55)46) L30 
Jeopardy (80277) 2*0 Sally Jessy 
Raphael (4204) 3*0 Jenny Jones 
(82165) 4*0 Gttffyf (94900) 5*0 Star 
Trek: Deep Space Mne (2981) 6*0 Mar- 
ried with Children (6813) 6*0 Friends 
(7135) 7*0 The Sampsons (3610) 7*0 
The Simpsons (334E) 8*0 Beat the 
Crusher ft2B94) 9*0 The Woricte Most in- 
credble Animal Rescues I (57478) 10*0 
Cops (37417) 10*0 Cops (40765) tLOO 
Friends (75829) 1130 Star Trek: Deep 
Space Mne (4T726) 12*0 HgNander 
(80978) 1*0 • 7*0 Long Play (5431672) 
SKY SPORTS 1 

6*0 RitUBS in Sport $9875) 7*0 Ei«>- 
pean Tbir Goff (485702) 10*0 FooCbBi 
League Review (83455) 10*0 Futtrt 
MundaJ (13225) 11A0 Rugby CU> 

(33320) 12*0 Aerobics (25455) 12*0 

Fbotbefl League Review (50639) 1*0 
WhataVIbefcend (75356) 1*0 European 
Tour Golf (46707) 3*0 Foothel League 
Review (6691) 4*0 Trans Wbrid Sport 


(36900) 5*0 Rrtbol MuncSal (3436) 5*0 
WhalaViteekend (5962) 6*0 Sports 
Centre (31558) 7*0 European Tour Gotf 
(38329) 9*0 Wres»ig (57961) tlOO 
Sports Cemre (M87^. 12*0 Hold the 
Back Page (3738^. 1*0 Sports Centre 
(90769) 2*0 Wresttog (83189) 4*0 Hold 
the Back Page (47363) 5JD0 - 6*0 
Sports Centra (67905) 

SKY SPORTS 2 

9*0 Radng (7179078) 10*0 Wemaion- 
ai Cricket (5097829) 1*0 What a Week- 
end (7172165) 2*0 Trans Mfcrid Sport 
(2974707) 3*0 Sirvival of the FTttest 
(3668271) 3*0 IntemaBonaS CrickM 
(2878165) 6*0 MotO-pius (4654417) 6*0 
H20 (4678097) 7*0 Friday Mgftt Footbal 
Stoke Gty vs Manchester Oty (62562233) 

9-45 Snooker (B87B6962) 1*0 H20 
(9956301) 130 Hold the Back Page 
(8700295) 2*0- SporlB Centre (9961914) 
3*0 Golf USA (5935092) 5*0 - 6*0 
Wforid Sport Special (4267479) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1130 Futures in sport (82607707) 12*0 
Moavplus (79920320) 12*0 Snooker 
(52240694) 4*0 Futbot Mmdfal 
(42184961) 4*0 Ice Hockey Manchester 
Storm vs London Krigits (B29St320) 7*0 
Gietie World Sport Special (19028165) 
7*0 Irnemattonal Crick® (9602523) 
10*0 Gotf USA (S26OO094) 12*0 Ctosa 

EUROSPORT 

Z30 Snowboanftng (19368) 8*0 Ca-on 
k» (W36) 8*0 Olyrnpic Games (16707) 


9*0 Tennis (8033894) 1*0 ice Skating 
(185873) 4*0 Tanrts (63252) 5*0 loe 
Skating (3502726) 9*0 Ice Skating 
(58271) 10*0 Tennis (62813) 11*0 
Ptaytfe (39097) 1130 "faz Action (78894) 
12*0 Ctosa 
UK GOLD 

TOO Crossroads (393S69) 7*0 Ne&v- 
bous (9657558) 155 EaetEndere (K64T7) 

8*0 Bl (B87336Q- 9bOO Bl (B85732C^ 
9*0 House Of Efott (260^23) 10*0 Rho- 
da (8853504) ttOO Dabs (6288639) 1155 
Neighbours (98730287) 1225 EastEndere 
(7974691) 100 jUtet Brmo (4348252) 2*0 
Dabs (748690^.2*5 El (7806417)3*5 
ea (8736164) 3*5 EastEnders (3993287) 
4*0 Rhoda (092165) 5*0 Al Creetuee 
Great aid Smal (1858961) 6*0 Dynasty 
(4333788) ZOO 2port4 Ctddren (9W061C?. 
740 It Aril Half Hot. Mum (089558) 8*0 
yes, Mnfeter (3099320) 9*0 Thin Btoe Lne 
fttt3165) 9A0 Knowing Me, KnoMng >bu- 
Alan Palridge (3704788) 10*0 RDy Wax 
Meets- Rosewre (2602707) H00 9 
(600423^ 11*0 m (9427720) 1200 Dr 
Who Omnibus* (700610G) 120 B lake's 
Seven (6133721) 235 Old Grey Whistle Test 
(7749295) 3*0 - 7*0 Shopping (2100934) 
LIVING 

6*0 Tiny and Crew (49156097) 6*0 
Pt*ert the Frog (29032*84) 6*0 Johnson 
and Friends (64830900) 645 Tiny Tales 
(17264417) 6*0 Poka Dot Shorts 
(172786X9.7*0 Practical Parenting 
(5538252) 705 Professor Bubble 


(5512233) 730 Caiou £442726) 7*5 
Bug Alert (6582962) 7*5 Practical Parent- 
ing (6063078) 8*0 Barney and Friends 
(2254707) 8*0 Tiny Tales (7789078) 8*5 
Tiny and Crew (8130788) 8*0 Practical 
Parenting (9649078) 9*0 Diet Show 
(2340558) 9*0 Rosearre Show (3274146) 
10*0 Jerry Springer (6022691) 10*0 
Mairy Fovich (5859558) 1140 Liviig Is- 
sues (56670900) 1230 Animal Rescue 
(74861165) 1240 Rescue 9T1 (13086252) 
130 Special Bataes (233(7891) 140 Be- 
yond BeSef (79812962) 230 LA Law 
(3931287)330 Living Ftoom (7794368) 
4*0 Mchael Cola (438X91) 4*0 fioton- 
da P0072S) 5*0 Ready; Ste ady, Cook 
(719555^. 635 Jary Springer (1383287) 
7*5 Rescue 9T1 (4400097) Z35 Arimal 
Rescue (9883417) 8*0 Muder Cal 
(7831788) 9*0 Flm: When Hefc Not a 
Stranger (S89) (7834875) 11*0 Sex Life 
(3994788) 12*0 Ctosa 
TNT 

9*0 WCWMtro (7977190C9. t!35 WCW 
Thunder (25367788) 130 The Haunting* 
(1963) (67537092) 3*0 The Karate KBers 
(1967) (04339721) 5*0 Ctosa 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 

7*0 Ctoetess (5982) 7*0 &ace under Fve 
(3961)8*0 Rosaanne (5962) 8*0 Newsra- 
do (5097) 9*0 Cybl (30726) 9*0 Fftm 
lfe a Mad. Mad. Mad. Mad Worid (B63) 
(708788) 12*0 Qavld Lettennan (92127) 
130 Critic (20837) 200 Dr Katz (0295) 
230 Soap (28030) 3*0 VWngs (96382) 
3*0 NgXSfand (8382) 4*0 Ctase 
GRANADA PLUS 

6*0 Within These Wate (9925813) 7*0 
On the Buses (1341207) 7*0 Doctor in the 
House (2896392) 8*0 Beadte (5184078) 
8*0 Up the Garden Path (5183346) 9*0 
Coronation Street (5270829) 9*0 Em- 
merdaie (883WT7) 10*0 ihirtyeamething 
(6496356) 1100 Haval Rve-O (659190^ 
12*0 C3asslc Coronation Street (5187B5) 
12*0 Emmerdale (8828233) 1*0 Near- 
est and Dearest (2791748) 1*0 Agony 
(8827504) 2*0 thirtysomathing (8921639) 
3*0 Trie Love Boat (7877894) 4*0 
Saint (7969829) 5*0 Hawai Frve-O 
(5827707) 6*0 Emmerdafa (049423) 
6*0 Coronation Street (7644815) 7*0 
Mission: Impossible (52D9V46) 8*0 Love 
Bo St (52B894) SUM Coronation Street 
(7885813) 9*0 Comedans (B84809f7) 
10*0 Joker's WH (5188894) 10*0 
Hogan's Heroes (5197542) HOO As 
Granada Men & Motors (48S62S2) 2*0 
Ctosa 



REGIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


BBC1 N IRELAND . 

AsBBCI LONDON eJtcept: 6*0 

NawsHne 630 (813) 

A? BBC? LflSSISl 

SSSSSw-™*' 154283610) 12*0 
Padraig Post 



Pnrferiia POSt [KOSHrtSn Pa*) (1 

Scot_ 

land; Weather 

' 1 portscane_ Ma4? * sfil 10-55 FBm. 

IP 


• i luaj 

iwd> 1035 FBm: Lock 
12*5 The Stand-Up 

UD | r 

Show (5468160) 

#a»pfc 6*0 

%ee IbdflY m)- Snook0r 

(5468160) 

t£s5&g£L 

MonWwuseon 
12*0 Pirate TV 


1*5 Film: Georgy Girl* 

. 2*5 The Haunted Flshtank 
. 3*5 Trisha (9370011) 4*5 
... (28098905)4*5 ITV 
Mghtscreen (88978905) 5*0 Corona- 
tion Street (68498) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 12*0 Central 
News and Weather (6451639) 1*0 Wish 
You Wbre Hera..? (31542) 3*0 Central 
News (2452981) 530 Shortfand Street 
, 530 News: Weather 
, 6*0 Home and Away 
. , 6*5 Central News and 
Weather (557271) 10*0 Central News 
and Weather (755184) 11*0 Tates from 
the Crypt (83477) 12*0 Short Story 
Cinema (5169160) 4*5 Jobfinder 
(8487450) 5*0 Aslan Eye (4788905) 

HTV WALES 

As Carlton except: 10*0 TWs 

Morning (34601523) 1245 HTV News 
(9828891) 1*0 Wteh You Were Hare-7 
(315421 1*0 Home and Away (33349) 
2*0 The Jerry Springer Show 
(2375097) 3*0 HTV News (3*52981) 
540 A Country Practice (6604310) 6*0 
Home and Away (603813) 8*5 Wa les 
Tonight (557271) 10*0 HTV News 
(753184) 11*0 MiBennkrn (140070) 


12.40 Pirate TV (7290092) 1*5 FBm; 
Georgy Girt* (535160) 2*5 The Haunt- 
ed Flshtank (7397295) 3*5 Trisha 
(9370011) 4*5 Sottodtrax (28098905) 
4^45 ITV Nghtscrean (88978905) 5*0 
Coronation Street (68498) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wetes except: 1*0 Short- 
fand Street (31542) 6*5 HTV West 
Weather (959639) 6*0 The West 
Tonight (981) 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: 1245 Meridan 
News (9828691) 1*0 Shortland Street 
1*5 Home and Away 
1) 2*0 Jerfy Springer 
, 3.20 Meridian News 
. 540 Home and Away 
. 5*7 Listings (416287) 6*0 
Maritflan Tonight (420 97). 10*0 Meritf- 
an News and weather (755184) 1040 
Dream Town (784455) 1140 Friday 
tfohfs AS Wright (613639) 12*0 fates 
from the Darkode (53905) 12*0 Prate 
TV (9186498) 1*5 FBm: Georgy GJrt* 

S L55 Haunted Flshtank 

3*5 Trisha (937DOT1) 4*5 
(28098905)4*5 ITV 
Mghtscreen (88978905) 5*0 Free- 
screen (68498) 


WESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton except: 10*0 This 
Momfeng (24601523) 1245 Wsstcountry 
News (9828691) 12*7 Iflumtoatkxis 
(6532558) 1*0 Westcountry Update 
(31542) 3*0 Wsstoountry News 
Q4 52981) 6.00 Westcountry Live 
(42097). 10*0 Westcountry News 
(755184). 1130 Renegade (74455) 
12*0 PfrBla TV (9196498) 1*5 FBm: 
Georgy Girl* (535160) 2*5 Tha Haunt- 
ed Flshtank (7397295) 3*5 Trisha 
(33700t1) 4*5 Soundtrax (28098905) 
4^45 ITV kWitscreen (88978905) 5*0 
Coronation Street (68498) 

YORKSHIRE 

As Carlton except: 12*0 Calendar 
News (6451639) 1*0 Home and Away 
(82020417) 1*5 The Jerry Springer 
Show (B964368) 2.10 Emmerdale 
0593436) 3*0 Calendar News Head- 
lines (2452981) 5.40 News: Weekend 
Weather (622707) 5-55 Calendar 
(386558) 6*0 Tonight (981) 10*0 
Calendar News and Weather (755184) 
«*0 Phfl Colins: Live in Paris (159726) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 12.20 North 
East News and Weather (6451639) 3*0 
North East News Headlines (2462981) 


5*5 North East Weather (325523) 

6*0 North East Tonight (42097) 10*0 
North East News (755184) 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 9*0 Ysgo- 
fon /Schools (10310639) 12*0 Home 
Improvement (18049252) 1 2 *0 Sesame 
Street (3804T726) LOO Planed Plant 
(47541829) 1-30 Earthscape 
(69305349) 140 Film: A Challenge For 
Robin Hood (38487851) 4*0 Dishes 
(56739252) 5*0 Planed Plant 
(73989982) 5*0 Countdown 
(56720504) 6*0 Newyddlon 
(69609894) 630 Heno (95301691) 7*0 
Robot y Cwm (83884338) 7*0 Newyd- 
dlon (56730981) 8*0 Cefn Gw tad 
(7758994 6) 8*0 Y Cfwb Rygbl 
(92339243) 9*0 Pawb a*! Fam 
(5727794 8) 10*0 Brookslde 
(54598894) 10*5 Frasier (67120097) 
H05 Graham Norton- So Connected 
(63713879) ™*5 TFl Friday (49321097) 
12*5 Sfreetmate (23947295) U5 HUE 
premier Live Shows (26722S47) 1*0 
The RuPffli Show (12645934) 2*0 
Late Toon - Crimplene (30714450) 2*0 
The Mod Squad (4M58059) 3*5 Vids 
(65945653) 3*5 Rhi: The Iron Cur- 
tain' (87062363) 5*0 Ctosa 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 
Chess 

JON SPEELMAN 


WHEN HE was young, the other 
American juniors used to feel that 
Yasser Seirawan would become ab- 
solutely world class were it not for 
the need to protect his king, a duly 
which he carried out with extra- 
ordinary blitheness. 

Despite this vexatious burden, 
Yhsser has been well in the top hun- 
dred for rnanj’ years and is 33rd on 
2,643 in the current January ’99 list 
- well below Michael Adams, 
though, who is sixth on 2,716. 

The two are currently half-way 
through a I O-game match atthefar- 
from-unpleasant sounding Mermaid 
Beach Club Hotel in Bermuda. But 
match play is by its very' nature 
tough, however delightful the sur- 
roundings - because of both the 
extensive preparation entailed and 
the heightened psychological 
struggle against a single opponent 

I played Yasser in a Candidates 
match in St John, New Brunswick, 
in 1988 and, though he outplayed me 
for large tracts of several games. I 
won by a dear margin owing to bet- 
ter nerves in time trouble. So al- 
though a friendly match is hardly 
analogous, I imagined that Michael 
would dominate. 

This appeared likely after Adams, 
as Black, recovered from a bad pos- 
ition in the first game on 21 Janu- 
ary to trap Seirawan's rook in time 
trouble and win. But after the next 
two were drawn, Seirawan struck 
back with a good win as Black him- 
self in a Caro Kann. The fifth was 
drawn, leaving a good contest ahead 
in the second half which continues 
till 1 February. 

The most interesting game of all 
was the bloodthirsty draw in game 
three. Yasser likes this Queen’s In- 
dian/ Nimzo-lndian hybrid and 
played it in his first three Whites. In 
game 1, Michael tried 9 ...Bxc3+ 10 
bxc3 Qe7 which didn’t turn out well 
despite his ultimate victory. 

8 . .. 0-0 may look innocent, but in 
the fifth game Adams took on d4 at 



once - 8 ...cxd4! and after 9 Nxd4 
0-0 10 Qc2 Bxc3 + 11 Qxc3 d5 12 cxd5 
Bxd5 13 t3 h6 14 Bh4 Nbd7 15 Bb5 
Rc8 16 Qd2 Nc5 17 Rdl Nb3 18Nxb3 
Bxb3 19 Qxd8 Rfxd8 20 Rxd8+ 
Rxd8 21 Ke 2 Rc 8 they agreed a draw 
As played. White was able to 
recapture with the rook instituting 
a most dangerous attack. 13 Bxh6 
gxffi 14 Bxf8 QxfB was conceivable, 
winning a pawn for compensation, 
but Yasser's choice, 13 Bh4, was 
much more fun. I've also looked at 
15 Qc2 but even 15 . . .dxe4!? 16 Ng5!? 
hxg5 17 h4 Qd6 18 bxg5 Ng6 19 Rh6 
RldS 20 Rxg6+ £sg6 21 Qxg6+ Kffi 
seems winning for Black. 

Later, 18 Qh5 looks strong but 
runs into Qxa3 19 Qxh6 Qxc3+ 20 
Ke2 Qb2+ 21 Kf3? Nxe5+ 22 Kg3 
Qx£2+ ! winning. At the end neither 
side could vary from the perpetual. 

White: Yasser Seirawan 
Black: Michael Adams 
Queen's Indian Defence 


1 d4 Nf6 

14 BxflB d5 

2c4e6 

15 Qdl Bxc3+ 

3N£3b6 

16 bxc3 Qd6 

4Nc3Bb4 

17 Ne5 Ng6 

5Qb3c5 

IS Qg4 Qxa3 

6a3Ba5 

(see diagram) 

7 Bg5 Bb7 

16 Bd3 Qxc3+ 

8 e3 0-0 

20 KdlQal-t- 

9 Rdl cxd4 

21 KC2 Qa2+ 

10 Rxd4 Nc6 

22Kcl Qal + 

1 1 Rf4 Ne7 

23 Kd2 Qb2+ 

12 RxfBh6 

24 Kdl Qal + 

13 Bh4 gxffi 

25 Kd2 , n- l ft 


Bridge 


Alan Hiron 

AFTER THE play to the second 
trick on this deal, declarer con- 
cluded (without justification) that 
there was no trump loser. As a 
result, he neglected to take a 
simple precaution that would have 
paid off. 

Haying five-card majors. East 
opened One Spade and West raised 
obstructively to IWo Spades. North 
doubled and South’s jump to game 
in hearts was passed out Wfest led 
♦ 10 against Pbur Hearts and East 
won with his ace. Now. instead of 
exiting with bis singleton diamond, 
he made the rather odd play of 
switching to a low trump. This had 
a remarkable effect for, when 
declarer put in V Q and it held the 
trick, he concluded that West still 
held the missing king. And so he 
continued with ?J... 

It came as something of a shock 
when West showed out foe after 
going up with dummy’s ace. South 
was an entry short to hand for the 
two ruffs he needed in dummy. As 
soon as East got in with a dub, he 
cashed the king of hearts to leave 
South with one loser too many. 


1 Love all; dealer East 


North 

♦ 76 
*^A 8 7 3 

OAK 

♦ K 1086 3 

West 

East 

♦ 1092 

♦ AQJ84 

V6 

S?K42 

OJ985 

32 06 

♦Q 4 2 

♦ A J 9 7 


South 
♦ K5 3 
^QJ 1095 

OQ 10 7 4 

♦5 


This was careless play on 
declarer's part When the queen of 
trumps holds, he should play a dub 
at once to create entries bade to his 
hand From his point of view, be can 
afford to lose a trump trick lifWest 
has started with, say S’Kxx) 
because now he will be able to ruff 
his losing spade and if necessary, 
the fourth diamond as welL 


Concise Crossword 


No *832 Friday 29 January 



ACROSS 

I Mixed drink (6) 

4 Ogles (5) 

8 Suggest (5) 

9 Function (7) 

10 Greek letter (7) 

II Cure (4) 

12 BID (3) 

14 Sicilian volcano (4) 

15 Insistent desire (4) 

18 Bane! (3) 

21 Aristocrat (4) 

23 Level area between flights (71 

25 Ornish (7) 

26 African capital (5) 

27 Temperamental (5) 


DOWN 

1 Mariner (6) 

2 Recruit into post (7) 

3 Dawn (8) 

4 Vegetable (4) 

5 Rub out (5) 

6 Fitting (6) 

7 Enumerate (5) 

16 Uppe^iderior suikL (7) 

17 Ifeicbment (6) 

19 Fierce look (5) 

20 Disregard (6) 

22 Right-hand page (51 
24 In s i gnific ant^ 


28 Old measure of distance (6) 

SohitwH to yesterday's Concise Cresmnb 

ACROSS: 1 1 love, 4 White (Isle or Wight j, 10 Haibour, 1 1 Dinty, 12 Cocoa. 15 n™™ 
15 W, 17 Xebec. 19 Aroma. 22 Hide. 5 Recover. 27 Alert. 29 LaSite 
od, 32 Tried. DOWN: 2 Lyric. 3 Violate. 5 Hydra, 6 Tinman, 7 
Head. 16 Adx, 18 Each 4y. 20 Reactor. 2lW. ££ afvfcSJS&g 
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